
The iniquity of any such proposal is
not that it Is inexpedient that national
aid should be given to great drainage
projects, but that it proposes to take
funds contributed exclusively from arid
states and apply them to the benefit of
other states which contribute nothing.
It is easy and truthful to say that the
public lands are the property of the na-
tion and not the states In which they
lie. But It is also true that from the
foundation of the government this mon-
ey has gone, Inprodigious sums, Into
the national treasury and been used
for national purposes. The small rem-
nant of arable lands which now remains
within the control of the government

ought to be administered strictly In
the Interests of the states In which
they are located to enable them to be-
come strong and prosperous common-
wealths. Any other course would be
robbery of the weak by the strong.
These lands have now been definitely
pledged to these states and we are
convinced that regard for justice and
decency willalways be strong enough
to prevent any diversion of that mon-

any prearranged scheme, and our Cal-
ifornia people should bestir themselves
to send a large delegation of duly ac-
credited delegates to vote down any
such plan If'presented to the congress.

WEATHER AND RAIN

This season has demonstrated that
we can grow the melons and also that
the markets will take them at a good
price if they are properly supplied. It
has also proven that the commission
men willnot regard the growers' Inter-
ests, but willsacrifice them in order to
best a rival. The cantaloupe growers
willhave the goods; the only thing they
need to do is to control them till they
get into the markets. The orange
growers have been through allkinds of
experience along these lines. They
now Insist upon controlling the market
themselves. The result is bonanza
prices for their crops. Let the canta-
loupe growers of the entire Southwest
do likewise.

From the mass of data before us we

select the returns for the car shipped
from El Centro to New York on July
22nd and which sold for a price that
netted the growers $791.87. This, of
course, Is the largest price brought by
any of the 18 cars we have the figures
on. On this car the expense ' Were as
follows: Expressage, Icing,etc., $44 1.-
98; commission $223.95; shed fees
$35.80; total expenses $701.13; net to

growers $791.87; total amount car
sold for $1493.00. This car contained
235 crates of Standard, 68 crates of
Pony, 6 crates Standard Jumbo, 3
crates Pony Jumbo and 40 crates of
Jumbo, a total of 352 crates. It sold
for $1493.00 or $4.20 per crate gross.
The expenses were $70 1.13 or $ 1.99
per crate, leaving net to the grower
$2.22 per crate. For cantaloupes
shipped In the last week of the season
this Is a fine showing and goes to prove
that the market Is good all through
July if it is handled properly and not
mistreated as it was InLos Angeles.

Ized condition of the markets. This
being the first year our people have
grown cantaloupes naturally they were
Inexperienced and made some mis-
takes. But the returns received are
sufficiently encouraging to Insure a far
larger acreage for next year than was
planted this season. And also that
they willbe planted earlier and better
cultivated. It Is a matter of Interest
to learn just what the expenses are on
one of these cars of cantaloupes.

Both During Last Ten Days
Imperial Valley Has Had Some of

During Saturday night and Sunday
heavy showers N

along the Salton sea-
shore washed out the Southern Pacific
track in a number of places between
Old Beach and Mecca and put the
trains out of commission No trains
got through from Saturday night till
Tuesday night and during that time
the Imperial Valley branch was the
only railroad in operation on this part

of the Southern Pacific system. How-
ever, Tuesday the weather changed and
the clouds passed away, so the track
soon dried so the trains could pass
over itand traffic was resumed.

No damage was done to the rall-
roali'< In the Valley and our trains ran

The past week has been one of those
exceptional times when it rains on the
desert. Beginning with the terrific
lightningand thunder storm of Wed-
nesday night, August 15th, there was
moie or less rainfall somewhere In the
Valley during each 24 hours until last
Tuesday. During the night of the 15th
it rained generally all over the Valley
and on the 16th and 17th it did the
same. But oil last Saturday, Sunday
and Monday the charac.er of the rain-
storms changed to heavy showers and
local downpours over limited areas.

From the returns above given it will
be seen that New York was the best
market throughout the season and that
Chicago was second. The breaks in
the prices were no doubt caused by
the crop being unevenly distributed.
These returns show there is good mon-
ey In cantaloupe growing and that the
El Centro growers produced just as
good melons as went to the market.
It also shows that the 350 carloads of
cantaloupes that went from the Imper-
ial Valley this season Is a mere baga-
telle compared to what can be market-
ed by proper methods. It is Impera-
tive that the crop be handled through
one head. In that way only can a
proper distribution of the melons be
secured and allgluts of markets be pre-
vented. It is also evident that no one.
commission man or firmcan get the
agency for all the cantaloupe growers.
This being the case It Is evident that
as long as there is more than one head
to the marketing and distributing of
the crop there willbe conflict and du-
plication of work and the growers will
get the worst of it. A movement Is
already under way tobring all the can-
taloupe growers into one organization
similar to that which the California or-
ange growers maintain. , This organiz-
ation willhandle the crop In the same
way the Southern California Fruit Ex-
change handles the orange crops. By
selling to brokers and dealers and tak-
ing care that the markets are supplied
and not overstocked, they can regulate
the market, protect the dealers and
prevent any such occurrences as took
place in the Los Angeles market about
July 18th last. A preliminary meeting
for the purpose of forming such an or-
ganization has already been held and a
general meeting for that purpose has
been called to meet at Brawley on this
date, August 25th. Undoubtedly the
organization wilt be formed and the
cantaloupe growing business placed on
a safe, permanen: and profitable basis.
The prices realized during the present
season have been encouraging in the
main and where they were discourag-
ing the reason is found In the dlsorgan-

$1.55 per crate. This shows that If
handled right the Los Angeles market
Is wellup with New York. But on
July 18th two cars of our cantaloupes
were shipped to Los Angeles and sold
for $156.93 and $361.08 respectively
or an average of $259.00 each. These
cars were apparently shipped to Los
Angeles for the purpose of breaking
that market, for just then the United
Marketing Co. had a representative in
the Valleytrying to buy cantaloupes.
This man offered a dollar a crate for
them on the platform at El Centro,

but as the growers had already con-
tracted their crops to L. M. Lyon they
could not sell to him. Mr. Lyon's ac-
tion in shipping so many cantaloupes
to Los Angeles at that time and the
report that he avowed the purpose to
be to break the market greatly incensed
the growers who regarded It as Lyon
sacrificing their property to spite his
business rivals.

These figures give net returns of
$8459.56 for 18 cars of cantaloupes
shipped from this place from July 12th

to 27th. As the cars would average
about 340 crates to the car or 6,120

crates of cantaloupes In the 18 cars in-

cluded In this report or a little better

than $1.38 per crate net to the grower.

It is now believed that when the re-

turns are all received the El Centro
cantaloupe growers willreceive an av-
erage ofm.re than a dollar a crate for

all the cantaloupes shipped. The re-
turns from these 18 cars are certainty
reassuring. A study of these figures
willalso prove Interesting. It will be
observed that out of the 18 cars given
six were sold In New York and brought
the growers $3300 net or $550 per
car. Eight cars were shipped to Chi-
cago, from seven of which returns

have been received. These seven
cars brought $3246.84 net to the grow-
ers or $463.83 per car net. No V re-
turns have been reported from, the two
cars sent to San Francisco or the one
sent to Portland. The: car j sent to
Pittsburg brought the growers $365.12

net and the one to Cleveland $336.35

net. Three cars were,sent *to Los An-
geles. The first one, sent July 12th,

brought $528.95 net to the growers or

Then came a time of low prices, the

net returns not bringing the growers
much more than their expenses. This

caused deep dissatisfaction, as it was

totally unexpected and entirely at var-
iance with what the growers had been

led-to expect. Now, however, later
returns ara at hand and they are much
more favorabble. We have the list of
the last 22 cars shipped by the El
Centro Cantaloupe Growers' Associa-
tion, with net returns from 18 of them
and present them herewith, giving date
of shipment, to whom sold, place of
sale and net returns to growers:
F. Simpson &Co.,

Los Angeles, July 12 $528.95

Chicago, July 13 431.51
Chicago. July 14 294,35

Cleveland, July 14 336.35
New York,

'
July 15 463.85

Pittsburg, July 16 365.12
Chicago. July 16 403.89
Chicago, July 17 422.05
New York. July 17 407.69

San Francisco, Jly 17 no returns

Los Angeles. July 18 156 93
•

Los Angeles, July 18 361.08
Portland, July 18 no returns

New York, July 19 436.60
SanFranclsco, Jly 19 no returns
New York, July 20 552.92
Chicago, July 21 468.64
New York. July 22 791.87
Chicago, July 23 616.30
New York, July 24 648.00
Chicago, July 25 610.10
Chicago, July 26 no returns

The returns for the cantaloupes
shipped from El Centro have all been

received and accounted for except

four cars and returns from them are

expected at any time. The returns

for the first cars shipped were, of
course, very favorable, as the earliest
cantaloupes brought fancy prices.
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El Centro Cantaloupe Growers Get Remit-
tances for Part of Their Crop

«
Eighteen Carloads Bring Average Price of $1.38 per Crate Net to

Growersr It is Believed Entire Crop WillAverage a

Dollar a> Crate.

The heaviest showers that visited
the Valley fell at Imperial and Heber.
At both these places the water came
down in great sheets last Monday ev-
ening, flooding the streets and wetting
up things generally. With the coming
of the rains there was a great fall In
the temperature, the maximum during
the rainy days not going to 90 degrees
and some days hardly to 80. On last
Tuesday evening the wind sprang up
from the west and blew for several
hours, driving away the clouds and
moisture and producing a decidedly
marked feeling of fall of the year in the
air. The weather throughout the week
has been unusually cool and the morn-
ings quite bracing.

regularly to Old Beach and return.
The shutting out of traffic on the main
line was quite an Inconvenience to a
number of people. There were sever-
al enroute to the Valley who were held
up at Indlo for three days and the del-
egates from this Valley to the Repub-
lican and Democratic conventions
were unable to get farther than Old
Beach until after the conventions had
been held.

NATIONAL DRAINAGE
An Alleged Plan toDivert funds From

Irrigation

San Francisco Chronicle: It is al-
leged that a strong effort willbe made
at the coming Irrigation congress at
Boise to secure a vote recommending
the diversion of a portionot the nation-
al irrigation fund to the drainage of
swamp lands in the south and middle
west. / It would seem unthinkable that
a congress of delegates concerned with
irrigation in their own states should
recommend the diversion of funds
from such Irrigation to drainage proj-

ects in other states. Nevertheless
such semi-official bodies are always
easily packed, when Influences are
powerful enough, to vote for almost

The swamp lands of the country,-
however, should be drained. It Is not
improper to consider the question of
national aid to such projects on terms
which will ultimately restore to the
treasury the money thus employed.
Swamp lands are usually very product-
ive when drained and may be expected
to return, in due time, the cost of
drainage. If they willnot they /should
not be drained. If they willthere is no
need of making a present of the cost of
draining them to their owners. Na-
tional aid to drainage projects may
very properly be considered on this ba-
sis.

ey. So long as the money Is expend-
ed, as required by law. In the states
from which it is derived, it may be
properly devoted to irrigation or drain-
age, whichever, in any particular state,
is most important.

, WHERE MORE THAN

$200,000
IS BEING SPENT

The town of El Centro was started in the fall of
1905 and is now about 8 months old. It is located In
the center of the best part of the Imperial Valley, and Is
destined to become the metropolis.

The following improvements now completed, or
under way, make a record to be proud of:

Ice and Cold Storage Plant (Brick) $75,000
Hotel El Centro (Brick)

- - 30,000
Transformer Station and Power Lines 20,000
Opera House Block (Brick)

-
40,000

Cement Sidewalks
- - 10,000

Water Works System - -
10,000

Electric Light Plant for El Centro 5,000
S. P. R.R. Depot - -

6,000
Holt Block (5 brick stpres) -

11 5,000
Machine Shop and Equipment 2,500
Hotel Franklin

- - 5,000
Hardware Store - - 2,000
El Centro Cantaloupe Association

Packing House 2,000
Peterson Building (Brick) - 1,200
Fuller's Residence

- * - 1,500
Three Cottages - - 3,000
El Centro Land Co's Office -

800
BlinnLumber Co. Yards 2,500
Fuller &Atenf

s Office - -
600

Grading Streets, Etc.
- -

1,000

Total
- -

$234,100

rFor
Information regarding El Centro and the Im-

perial Valley, and Its opportunities, address

D. H. CHAPLIN
GENERAL AGENT EL CENTRO LAND CO.

EL CENTRO. CALIFORNIA


