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SoldierWhoWent

[“OVER THE TOP”
By An American Arthur Guy Empey

‘Machine Gunner, Serving in France

Qoprright W17, by Arthur Guy B diy

EMPEY GETS INTO THE FRONT LINE TRENCH--AND
WISHES HE WERE BACK IN JERSEY CITY.

Synopsis.—~i"ired by the sinking of the Lusitania, with the loss of

Americun lives, Arihur Guy Empey;

an American llving In Jersay Olty,

goex to Hagland and enlists as a private in the British army, After o
shiort experience ag o recralting officer In London, he I8 sent to traln-

Ing quarters In France, where be

first hears the sound of big guas

and wakes the sequalntance of “cootles.

CHAPTER |l.—Continued.
i

The greatest ahock a recrult gota
#hen he arrives at hin battalion In
France in to see the men engaging ln a
“eootle” hunt, WIith an alr of con-
tempt and disgust he avolds the com-
pany of the older men, until a eouple
of doys later, In a torment of Itehing. |
he aino has to resort to a shirt hunt,
or spend muny a sleepless night of
misery, During these hunts there are
toth of pertinent remarks bandled back
nnd forth among the explorers, such
as, “Say, Bl T'Il swap you two little
ones for o blg one” or, “I've got a
hlack one here that looks like Kalser
BiL"

One sunny day In the froot-Hne
treich, I saw three officors sltting out-
wlde of thelr dugout (Yeooties” are no
respecters of rank ; T have even noticed
# susplelous uneasiness about a certaln
well-known genernl), one of them wan
a major, two of them were exploring
their shirts, pnying no attention to the
ocenslonal shells which passed over-
head. The major was writing n letter;
every now and then he would lay aside
his writing-pnd, search his shirt for o
few minutes, get sn Inspiration, snd
then resume writing, At last he fin-
fahicd his Jetter and gave It to hig “run-
ner.” 1 was curjous to see whether he
was writlng to an insect firm, 8o when
the ruoner passed me I enguged him
in conversation nnd got n glimpse at
the address on the envelope. It was
nddressed to Misz Allee Somebody, In
London, 'The “runper” Informed me
that Miss Somebody was the major's
gweetheart and that he wrote to her
every dey. Just imagine It, writing n
love letter durlng a “cootle” hunt; but
such Is the creed of the trenches,

CHAPTER IIL

| Go to Church,

Upon enlistment we rdentity
diskn issued to us. These were small
Alsks of red fMMher worn around the neck
by menns of a string. Mowt of the Tom-
mies nlso used a little metnl disk which
they wore aronnd the left wrist by
means of a chain, They had previous-
Iy figured It out that if thelr heads
were bhlown off, the disk on the left
wrist would Identify them. If they lost
thelr left arm the dlsk around the neck
would serve the purpose, but If thelr
hend and left arm were blown off, no
one wonid ecare who they were, so It
ald not matter., On one side of the
disk was Inscribed your rank, name,
pumber and battalion, while on the
other war stamped your religion.

C. of E., meanlng Church of Eng-
Innd ; R, C., Ronan Catholle; W., Wes
leyan; P., Presbyterian; but If you
happened to be an sthelst they left it
blank, and Just handed you s prck and
ghovel, On my disk was stamped O, of
K. This Is how 1 got 1t: The lleuten-
ant who enlisted me asked my religion,
I was not sure of the rellgion of the
British army, 80 I answered, “Oh, any
old thing,” and he promptly put down
O of L

Now, just Imagine my hard luck, Out
of five religions T wan unlucky enough
to plek the only one where church
parnde was compulsory !

The next morning was Sunday., 1
was sitting ln the billet writing home
to my slster telling her of my woonder-
ful exploits while under fOre—all re-
eraits do this. The sergeant major put
s head In the door of the billet and
shouted: “C% of K. outside for church

parade ™
1 kept on writing. Tuming to me, In :

a loud voice, he nsked, "Empey, aron't
you . of EY

I anawered, “Yep."

In an angry tone, he commandad,
“Don't you “yep' me. Say, ‘Yes, ser-
geant major.'"™

“l did so. Somewhnt mollified, he
ardered, "Outside for church parade.”

I looked up nnd answered, "1 am
not golong to church this mornlog."”

He eald, “Oh, yes, you are!"

I snawered, “Oh, no, I'm not |"—But
I went.

We lined up outside with rifles and
bayonets, 120 rounds of ammunition,
wearing our tin hata, and the march
to church began. After marching about
five kilos, we turned off the road lnto
an open field, At one end of this field
the chaplain was standing In a Hmber,
We formed a semicirele around him.
Overhead there was a biack speck clr-
cllng round and round In the sky. This
was g German Fokker. The chaplain
hnd a book in his left hand—left eye
on the book—right eye on the airplane.
We Tommies were lucky, we had no
books, s0 had both eyes on the air-
plane.

After church parade we were
marched back to our billets, and played
football all afternoon.

CHAPTER IV.
“Into the Trench™

The next morning the dreaft was in-
spected by our general, and we were
psslgned to different companies, The
boys In the brigade had nicknamed
thia generanl Old Pepper, and he cer
tainly enrned the sobriguet, 1 was as-
slgned to B compeany with another

Ameriean named Stewart.

For the next ten days we “rested,”
repalring roads for the Frenchies, drill-
Ing, and digging bombing trenches.

One morning we were informed that
we were golng up the lloe, sod our
march begao.

It took us three days to reach re-
serve billets—ench day's march bring-
ing the sound of the guns nearer and
nedrer. At night, way off In the dis-
tnnee we conld see thair fiashes, which
lghted up the sky with a red glare,

Agninst the horizon we could see
numerous observation belloons or “sau-
nages” a8 they are called.

On the afterncon of the third day's
march 1 witnessed my @rst alrplape
belog shelled. A thrill ran through me
and 1 gazed in awe. The alrplane wos
mnking wide circles n the alr, while
Hitle puffs of white samoke were burst-
ing all around it, These puffs appenred
Ulkte tiny balls of cotton while after
onch burst could be heard & dull
“plop.” The sergeant of my platoon
Informed us that It was a QGerman alr-
plane and I wondered how he could tall
from such n distunce because the piane
geemed like n lttle black speck in the
sky. 1 expressed my doubt as to
whether 1L was Eoglish, Freoch or Gers
man, With a look of contempt he fur-
ther informed us that the allled antl-
aireraft shells when exploding emitted
white smoke while the German shells
gnve forth black smoke, and, as he ex-
pressed it, “It must be an Allemand be-
eause our pom-poms are shelllng, and
I know our batieries are not off thelr
bally nappers and are certainly oot
strafeing our own planes, and another
plece of advice—don't chock your

welight about untll you've been up the
line and learnt something."
1 immediately quit “chucking my
welght about” from that time oo,
Just before renching reserve billets

Diagram §howing Typical Front-Line and Communication Trenches,

we n-d-rv.-‘nmrhln' along, Inughing, aod
singing one of Tommy's trench dittien:

I want to go home, I want to go home,
! don't want to go to the trenchea Do

mnTé
Where asusages and whiss-bangs are g»-
lore

Take me over the sen, Whare the Alle
mand can‘t get at me,
Oh, my, I don't want to dle,
I want te go home—"
when overhead came a “swish® through
ihe air, rapidly followed by three oth-
era, Then ahout two hundred yards to
our left in a Inrge fleld, four columns
of blnck earth and smoke rose into the
nir, and the ground trembled from the
report—the explosion of four Gorman
five-nine's, or “conlhoxes” A sharp
whistle blast, immedintely followed by
two short ones, rang out from the hesd
of onr column. This was to take up
“artillery formation.” We divided loto
small pquads aod went (ato the fields
on the right and left of the road, and
erouched on the ground. No other
uhells followed this salvo, It was our
first baptism by shell fire, ¥From the
walst up 1 was all enthasinsm, but from
there down, everything wos misaing. I
thought I ahould die with fright.

After awhile, wa reformed Into col
umns of fours, and proceeded on owr
why.

About five that night, we reached the
ruined willage of H——, and I got my
first sight of the awful destruction
cansed by German Kultur.

Marching down the maln street we
ecame to the heart of the village, and
took up quarters in shellproof cellars
{shellproof until hit by a shell), Shells
were constantly whistilog over the vil-
Inge and bursting In our rear, search-
Ing for our artillery.

These cellars were cold, damp and
smelly, and overrun with Iarge rats—
big biack fellows, Most of the Tom-
mies slept with their overconts over
thelr faces, I did not. In the middle
of the night I woke up In terror. The
cold, elammy feet of o rat had passed
over my face. I immediately smoth-
ered myself lo my overcoat, but could
not sleep for the rest of that night.

Next evening, we took over our sec-
tor of the llne, In single file we wend-
ed our way through a szigmag com-
munieation trench, six Inches deep
with mud. This trench was ealled
“Whisky street On our Way up to
the front line nn occasional flare of
bursting shraponel would light up the
rky nnd we could hear the fragments
slapping the ground above us on our
right and left. Then a Fritze wounld
traverse back and forth with his “type-
writer” or machine gun. The bullets
mads & sharp cracking nolse overhead.

The boy In front of me named Pren-
tlce erumpled up without a word, A
plece of shell had gone through his
ghrapnel-proof helmet. 1 felt sick and
wenlk.

In sbout thirty minutes we reached
the front line, It was dark aaz pitch,
Every now and then a German star
shell would plerce the biackneas eout
in front with Its sllvery light. 1 was
trembling all over, and felt very lonely
and afrald. All orders were glven in
whispers. The company we relleved
filed past us and disappeared Into the
blackness of the communleation trench
leading to the rear. As they pussed us,
they whispered, “The best o luck
mates.”

I sat on the fire step of the trench
with the rest of the men. In each
traverse two of the older men had been
put on guard with their hends sticking
over the top, and with their eyes try-
Ing to plerce the blackness In “Ne
Man's Land” In this trench thers
were only two dugouts, aid these were
used by Lewls and Vickers machine
gunners, so it was the fire step for
ours, Pretty soon It started to raln,
We put on our "macks.” hut they were
not much protection. The raln w ckied
down our backs, and It was not long
before we were wet and cold, How 1
passed that night T will never Enow,
but without any unusual occurrence,
dawn arrived,

The word “stand down™ was passed
rlong the line, and the sentries got
down off tl.:e fire step. Pretty soon the
rum fssue came along, snd It was a

Godsend. It warmed our chilled bodles | T

and put new life lnte ws. Then from
the communleation tremches came
dixies or lron pots, fllled with steam-
Ing tea, which had two wooden stakes
through thelr handles, and were ear
ried by two men. I filled my canteen
und drank the hot tea without taking
it from my lips, It was not long be-
fore I wns asleep In the mud on the

| fire step.

My ambition had been attalned! I
was In & froot-line trench on the west-
ern froat, and oh, how I wished I were
back ln Jersey Olty.

Empoy takes his first turn on
the firing step of the trench
while the machine gun bullets
whiz over his head. Me soon
learns why Tommy has adopted
the motto, “If you're gelng to
get It, you'll get It, so never
worry” Don't miss the next
Instaliment.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

No one can kill time In these strenu-
ous doys without niso slaying his gwe
opportunities,
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ente.
Hale No 1091—W, 3§ M K 4§, W. 4,
A H W, Beo. b B E l.“_!d'. ., W, Heq,
N T R R « contalning
B45.0) acres. There are no lmprove-
manis,

Bale No, 1002—W, N. I

Fabruary, 18918

. P. ERVIEN,
Commissionear .of Public Lanids of the
Biate of New Mexico. J
rat publiention, Fabruary 16,

" g, & K 119
%, Hoo. &1, T. 18 B, H. 10 W, contain- st publication, April 19
Ing 240 aorss, Improvemenis consalst
of house, well, windmiil and fencing: S —
Yhats Mo 10581, % 8 B . Sec 11:
L] B - . . 5 .
o, N, B i, Sec, 18; N. %, N, B sa P ni
W, M. B, % N, W. \i, Bec. 30, T. es_
18 R, R rb \\'.‘“Whlainln“t 400 nores. ve en
There nte no Improvementa,
Bals No, 1004—W. 4y 8, W. ¥, Soc
¥, T. 18 B, R 11 Wi contalning 80 aste 0 ars
ncres, Thare are no Imptokunu
Hale No. 1005—8, B Hee.
———

B “II

i%; B W, N B W, L W ON.W. W,
8 W, *. %gﬁ 8 t' Beo, 20; N, \'5
W N W. W, Bec. 20, T, 18 8, R. 12 W,
contalning 400 acres, There are ne
improveman

i
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Mante.
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C N, a1, N, B
, Bee. 30; W. W N. W. Heo 21, T. 19

, B, 10 W, contalning 104571 acres
There are no lmprovemants,

Bale No, 1008—N, W, i, N. 4 N. &
W, Bec, 17, T. 20 8. R. 11 W, contaln-
Ing 340 mores, Improvements consist
of fencing, valus J250.00.

Bale No, 1100—N, W. ¥ 8 W. Y, Sec.
13, T, 20 B, R. 13 W, containing 40
agres. There are no lmprovements,

Sale No, 1101—8, 3§ N. E W, W. 4,

B 8%, Bec. 3, T, 20 8, R. 14 W., con-

8 %
taining 67320 acres. There are no im-
provements.

Hale No, 1100—B; W, 8

. B 4, 8
conuiplng
300 naren. There ure no lmprovements,

Hale No, 1L103—8 W, S‘ B W. %, Hec,
W W e sed. B: 8, W B,
Sec. 29, T. 2 v R, 18 W, contalning
360 acres. There are no Improveiments.

Bale No, 1104—N. W. i i nll
gt Ssctions

N
v Bee, 1, T. 21 5., R, 16 W,

¥ c. 11
14 and 16; W. % Hse. 31, T.

4 8, R, 14 W, containing 1760 acres.
There are no Improvements,

Hale No. 1106—K, ?. Bec, 11; B, 4,
Sec, 12, T. 24 8, R 20 W., containinkg
040 acres, The Improvements consist
of fencing, value $360.00.

Bale No. 1108-—All of Ba¢. 20, T, 24 §,,
. 20 W., contalning €40 mores. Im-
provements consist of houses, 8 wells,
windmil), tank, corral, trees, fencing:
value, $1800.00,

Bale No, 1106A—N, B \t Bec, 10;
N % N W. 4, Bec. 23, T. 14 8, R, 20
W, containing 340 wcrem. The improve-
monts conuist of house, value, $250.00,

Bale No, V107—8B, W, Hac. I, T, 37 W,
L 18 W, contalning 380 acren,
rrovamnnln conulst of fencing;

16000,

Sale No, 110B—8. W, Y, Bec. 4, T. 17
H, H. 1% W. containing 160 acres
There are no Improvements.

Im-
valus,

Bale No. 1108—W, W W. 4. B y§ B
lg. Sec, 33: nll of Bec. 32 . 171 8., 'R,
19 Wi N I,LN. B W, 5 H ;Q N, B 'S
Sec, ;N B 4, 4 W Y N y s B

Y 8K ‘ B W,

K. 8 K ‘T Hei. 6 L! w.
'a. Sec. 6, all of Bec. 7, T. 28 8,
. ., contiuining 2649.63 mcres, of
which 1128,68 acres were selected for
the Banta F& and Grant County Rall-
road Bond Fund. Improvements aons
niwt of houpe, wdl, windmill, reservolr,
corrais; valus, $3000.00,
Baje No. 1110—N, %, Bec. 4, T. 20 8,
R. 17T W., contalning 30144 acrea. Im-
provements consist of 1 well, clearing;

vaulue, §170.00,

Sale No, 111 E Y N E Y. N §
B E % B W B W Y Bee 11; W,
N W, % Bee 13 N. K % 8 E W, Bec.
18, T, 40 8. R, 1§ W, containing 220
acren, There aro no Iim rovemcn{n.

Bale No. 1118-—W. 4 N, B, %, N, P
A T R oSt e U SN

. . J + . . . "
e in, T o0 B R 20 W contatnin
County Rallrosd Hond
Thero are ng Improvements,
8%1.\{4’0. lll‘:—-a. V;"’ N’.‘ .'H“' . 8 g.

N, W, 4 7. 4§ N. ' . Heo, 1, T\
;3 B, R 13"“’. contulnlng 155,79 acrem
Thers are no improyements.
Sule No, 1114—8 B, N. W, » B
W, s Beo, 19; A '

c. 30, T, 33 B, R. 18 w conteining
200 ncres, There are no Improvements,

Bale No, 1115—All of Sev. 16, T. 32
B, R, 10 W, contalning G40 acrea
T?;‘ro :{rl ??llﬂ ru\;:maenal

0. X L W, N, W,
4, B. W, Sec. 9, T, 81 8, R sn\#.. ok
talning 100 acres. Improvements con-

E.
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So the People
May Know

that you are in busi-
ness, come in and let us
show what we can do
for you in the way of
attractive cards and
letter heads. Good print-
ing of all kinds is our
speclalty and ifwe can-
not satisfy you we don't
want your business.

That'’s Fair,

wint of fenciug;: value, !150‘”.
Hale No. 111T—Al] of Heo, 11, T. 23 b/
g, R 18 W, conianining 640 acres. lmt lt?

There are vo improvemsnts,
Hale No, 1118—8 ¥ 4, Sec, 19; H.
 Hee, 310; N. K. % N, A , Bee, 09,
.19 8, R, 14 W, contalnlng 530 acros,

selected for the Santa Fd and Opant

County Rallrond Bond Fund, There

are no Lmprovements. The succesaful

bidder wiil be regquired to pay in cash
or certified exchange the entlre amount
bid for the land.

Hale No. 111%—Lota 1, 2, & 4, Beo, 30,
T.E R 10 W E 4 B lp.ﬂw. b,
T, 20 8, R, 11 W, containing 31904
nores, solecied for tha Santa Fé and
grant County Rallroad Bond Fund,

PRINTERS' INK

HASbemmpom

here are no Improvements. %Fﬂ‘m
s B2 E R st 1] | of Business mucoemes
ructs of la e sucepted for lesa

than THREE DOLLARS s‘(“.l)m or i

acre, which Is the sppralsed value ﬂ'm.
thereof, and In addition thereto the

succesnfu er must pay for the ln- Everybody in town

provements that exint on thoe land,
of the above described travis

will bs offared for .Th noparutsly,
The above sale of land will be sub-

may you but
they don't know what

Jeot to the tollowing tormas and condl-
tione, vix: Excspt for land salsoted )ﬂlhﬂ\"‘bd
for the Santa F& and Grant County
mlélgl:‘ uh‘nn:. 1'l"l';ﬂn % tl:-o Imi:caiutul [
L] a e Commisaloner
of Fublie Lands or his agent hoiding Advertising Will Help You
such , Bhe-twentleth of the price
offared him for the land, 4 per cent
Intereat {n mdvance for the balunce of —

sucth purchass prige, feen for mdvertls-
il:f and appralsement and all costs in-
!

cidental to the sale hereln, enchi and
il of snld amounte must be dep«qrud
n o or certifled exchange at th
tims of sals, and which said ameunt
snd all of them are subject fo for-
felture to the State of New Maxico, if
the auccesaful bLidder does not executs

contract within thirty daye after it
ns beon malled to him by the State
Land Office, sald contract to provids
that the purchuser may at his option
mk1 rnymnnu of not less than onee-
thirtleth of ninely-five per cant of the
purchase price a nn: flm- after the
Bule mnd prior to the expiration of
thirly years from the te of the con-
tract and to fﬂwldo or the payment
of any unpald balance at the axpira-
tion of thirty yaurs from the dafe of
the contenct 'n‘-‘lla Interent on deferrod
paymants nt the rat: of four per cent

n

We Want You

per annums, payabils dvana
Anniversa o; the l!q?. 'ut :h:“mtr:t
tract, part peymonts to be erddited o . s




