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A BIG FIRE.

The Santa Klta Copper ami Iron Company'fi
Mill Dvntroyed.

Last Thursday evening between 10

and 11 o'clock some of the residents of

this city noticed a bright light at Santa
Rita and at once came to the conclusion
that some of the buildings there were
on lire. The fire lighted up the Kneel-

ing Nun, which is also known as the
Santa Hita monolith and is a land mark
for inih'H around, so that it stood out in
1k11 relief and its outlines could be

plainly decerned although it is 16

miles distant.
It proved to have lieen the Santa Hita

Oper and Iron company's mill at
Santa Rita which was destroyed. It
took fire bet ween 10 and 11 o'clock on
the evening of the Fourth and in an hour
was completely destroyed. The lire was
seen by a number of people who were
at Ernest's spending the Fourth and
some of them immediately set out for

Santa Rita, but before thev got there
the lire was leyond all control.

The mill was erected a niiniler of

years ago and was fitted with the lest
machinery obtainable. The plant was
complete in every respect, but bad lieen

idle lor several years, Hie company
employed Franklin Mabon as a watch
man and for many years be has resided
in one of the buildings to the
company and looked after the property.

The origin of the fire is unknown, but
it is supM)sed to have been started from
one of the many toy balloons which
were sent up on the evening of the
Fouth from either this place, Central or
Fort Rayard. The wind was blowing
from the right quarter to take balloons
in that direction, and it is quite prob-

able that the mill caught in this man-

ner.

The Santa Hita Copper and Iron com-

pany is one of the largest miningeompa-nic- s

in this part of New Mexico, having
about 40 copper and iron mines at and
in the vicinity of Santa Rita. Joel P.
Whitney, of Boston, is the president of
the company and the stock is owned
mainly by New York and Roston capi-

talists. The mines were operated more
than a hundred years ago by the Mexi-

cans and have produced an immense
amount of copper. Before the fall in
the price of copper the mines were oper-

ated on an extensive scale by the com-

pany and, although they might have
lieen continued in operation, it was
thought lietter to close them down and

. wait for an improvement in the price of

copper and it was with this end in view

that the mill was kept intact although
many opH)rlunities were presented for
the sale of the machinery.

So far as can be ascertained, there was

no insurance on the property, neither of
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the insurance agents in this piace hav
ing any policies on the property, and as
the mill had been idle for such a long
period it is not probable that the risk
would le taken by any of the insurance
companies. The mill was constructed
at a cost considerably exceeding $100,000

and it was totally destroyed.
Within the past ten years several

propositions have been made totbecoin-pan- y

for the purchase of the entire prop-

erty but all of them were rejected. It is
said that a million dollars were offered
for the property alxmt three years ago
but this offer, like the rest, was refused.

Shocking!

The Western Lilierul, the Lordsburg
paper edited by a man with an artistic
leg, is responsible for the following:
"There is a large bicycle club in Silver
City, and last Saturday the club gave a
parade, some seventy bikes being in line.
The ladies all wore bloomers and the
gentleman appeared in knickerbockers.
A resident of the county capital informs
the Literal that it was never supposed
there were so many crooked legs in town
as appeared in the parade. After view-

ing the parade the common council held
a special meeting and passed an ordi-

nance forbidding a woman appearing in
bloomers or a man in knickerbockers
without a license from the mayor.
Mayor Fleming solomnly promised be
would issue no license to any legs that
were not up to the standard of leauty of
the pair on lile in his ollice. The com
mittee on legs which reviewed the par
ade unanimously agreed that the most
beautiful pair in the parade, the pair
that were magnilicent in their projmr-tion- s,

the pair that were as aesthetic as
they were handsome, were the pair ex-

hibited in all their beauty by skintight
knickerbockers and are used as a means
of locomotion by a party named Warren,
commonly known as 'Doc'.

Everything that is Newest
kinds of Ammunition are made

THE CITY BONDS.

The City Council ItcfiiHcs to Levy a Tax to
Pay Interest.

The city council of this city, at its
meeting last week, refused to levy a tax
for the payment of interest on the city
bonds which were issued three years ago

to refund the city indebtedness at a low-

er rate of interest. The bonds which
were issued by the city in 18811 in aid of

the Silver City, Deniing and Pacific rail-

road drew interest at the rate of ten per
cent, per annum, but three years ago

by the

the city council decided to take advan-

tage of the act of the legislature which
authoiized the refunding of municipal
indebtedness at a lower rate of interest
and issued bonds in order to take up the
outstanding indebtedness of the city.

There were issued in all $.")0,000 in

these bonds, of which were to
take up a like amount of railroad bonds
and the remainder to liquidate the debt
of the city to the water lompany. For
several months past the legality of these
bonds has been questioned and about
the first of the year the city attorney
rendered a long opinion to the effect

that the bonds are illegal. The busi-

ness men of the city had discussed the
matter pretty thoroughly and it was

generally understood that action would

lx! taken by the council on the matter
at the meeting this month.

It came up at the meeting last week

and three of the councilmen, White,
Malier and Jones, were not in favor of

levying a tax for the payment of interest
on these bonds. Councilman Gillett
and Mayor Fleming were in favor of

levying the tax for the payment of in-

terest, but they were in the minority
and the tax was not levied. The tax
this year is 11 mills instead of 16 mills
as it was last year and the year before,
so that after all the taxes in the city will

not le so materially reduced even after
pratically repudiating the bonds.
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Winchester Repeating

Our Model 1893 Shot-Gu- n is now used

ASK TO YOU THIS GUN.

Riñes
CUni Pililo

by all the most advanced trap Qiiui'uuua
and game shooters. Single Shot-Rifle- S

YOUR DEALER SHOW

and Rest in Repeating Aims as well as all

WINCHESTER REPEATING ARMS CO., Winchester Ave., New Haven, Conn.
mf Sond a PoHtal Curd with youriiddri'BS for our 112-ph- kj Illustrated Cuttiloicue.


