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THE CZAR'S LAST CIFT,

An  Instance of the Thoughtfulness of
Alexandoer.

The late czar of Russia may have pur-
sued o mistaken and somewhat erual
government policy, but in his domestic
relations he was all thoughtfulness and
adfection, says o foreign exchange. It
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is told that last summer the ezar and
empress visited o preat shop in St
I'etersburg to buy jewels for their son's
future bride, Thoe empress greatly ad- ‘
mired a beautiful bracelet, and told the
czar that she wished to possess it. On
their return one of the serions attacks
to which he was subject come upon
him, and the empress forgot the brace-
let.  The ezar dicd, and to the empress
in the early days of her widowhood
cnme, November 14, the first birthday
she must pass alone. On her other
birthdays the czar had been wont to
place o bouquet in the morning room of
the empress. Inside the flowers was
ulways found some rich, rare gilt,
chosen  months  beforchand,  The
empress had avoided the room as too
full of painful memories, but this morn-
ing, the morning of his wedding day,
Nicholas requested his mother togo
there asa favor to him. The first thing
she saw was the houquet in the usual
place, and inside the flowers wasa case,
fastened and sealed by the ezar's own
hands, It contained the bracelet. e
had ordered it on thio same day that the
empress saw it, and on his deathbed
had given instructions for the birthday
gift, bidding his son to be near to com-
fort her when she recelved it,

CLOTHES MADE OF wcop. |

One of the Things Which the Fature Will
Trobably Briog Forth.

Time was when references to a
“wooden overcoat” were understood as
the irreverent equivalent of measuring
aman for o coflin, but it would seem
that suits of clothes made of wood may
soon be an accomplished fact.

The writer, says the Edinbargh
Scotsman, is indebted to o merchant
of the city of cloth—Loeds—for o
glimpse of samples of o species of cloth,
und also of o sort of cotton, mode
wholly out of wood fiber, these two
woven picces having all the appear-
ance of utbractive articles of their own
kind, Both these nove! textile fabrics
are the rosult of prolonged experi-
ments with pinewood and spruce, which
have been ineniously torn to pieces
in the firgt instance and then blesched
Ly an elaboraie ehemical process,

After chemical treatment in many
ways the woold Liecomes a soft, whitoe
pulp, which is run through perforated
pliates, the resulting threads  boeing
dried by o steaming process.  These
threads can be woven, and the ma-
terinl Is suseeptible of taking readily
any sort of dye. The fabric can be
made at an astonishingly cheap cost; it
looks well and has a certpin amount of
stresyrth (experiments in this connee-
tion are now Heing carried out), and its
appearance on the market, sooner or
later, is absolutely certain, espeeially
in the form of imitation cotton.

HOW FISH AGCEND, |

Oxygen Necessary to Malie Them Rlae Ob-
talned from Thelr Own Blood.

A curious physiologieal discovery has
heen made in the last year by Prof.
Bohr, of Copenhagen, in regard to the :
mode of storage by which o fish ac
cumulates so much oxygen in the air |
that distends the swimming or air
blndder,

The air eontained therein has a por-
centage of oxygen that may rise to as |
much as eighty-five, an amount in ex-
cess of the pereentage in atmospheric
air.  Prof, Bohr tapped the air blad-
ders of codfish and drew off the gzas by
moeans of o trocar and airtight syringe.
The gus nad fifty-two per cent. of oxy-
gen. In a few hours the ale bladder
was refilled, apparently by a process of
secretion of gus from the blood in the
:apillaries on the wall of the bladder,
In one experiment the gns thus se-
ereted had eighty per cent. of oxygen
When the nerves connected with the
orgun weresevered, the seeretion ceased
and the organ was not vefilled.

It thus appears that when o fish de-
scends to o great depth, and his body
is reduced in size by inereased pressure
of the water about him, he is able to
attain his former size and rise by
scereting the gus he noeds and not by
absorbing the water, Support is {hus
rriven to the theory thot the gnseous
exchanges that ocour in the lungs of
animals are not puvely physical.

BUYIND SNOW,

" A Wild Western Lite1 of Now York Dinner

Decorat onx.

What to do with the snow i always
a mystery in New Yorle city, says a
western paper, but o portion of the
commadity finds buyers at tolerably
fuly prices, The possion for making o
siow man is stroar in the brepsts of
all buys, but when saow falls in dimin-
ntive  modicums, as it does in the
tetropolis, the yonths have il work
to ot enongh for oven a snowball,
Pipas who can afford 1t have beey griv-
ing the carters o fair price for their
carlloads. Inm tho fow Hitle mrardens
of New York an ocasional snow moan
has been challonrine the admiration
ol neighborhoods,  Some eartors have
even been ringine  doorbells  where
they knew children lved aod offcring
Lo leave their ablen wares for a con-
sideration.  The palise are very watel-
ful for these foil « o, hoveovor, for it
o misdemeanor fo ompty o
load of snow in o ow Vorl wte ;
is not unusual for mow to be heapad
up at o dinner table on some silver teay
or other, with rosss and other Lover
arranged nbout it,

A Uurloaity of Liconeartan DRivoreo,

A farmoer veos arvooted ino vidlage in
[Tungary for {lring two shots throupgh
the window of an fan ot his wife g
her fathot  Portunately his wim wos
bad. On being asked his rowon for {he
attempt he stated that he had alresdy
had nine wives, who had eli cogented,
at his request, tobe divoread, 11 tenth
nnd present wife, however, coting on
{00 Vinfudicions. advice” of hor futher,
cofused, and consequently he felt ao-
royrad.

NO SMOKING IN PUBLIC.

In Bome German Towns the Weed Is Pro-
hibited on the Streets.

The consumption of tobaceco of all
kinds in France, according to recently
compiled statistics, is nearly one hun-
dred and twenty-five million pounds
per year, An analysis of the fizures

| shows that the people of northern

France wse nearly four times as mueli
per capita as those in the southern
provinces, Almost every other country
of Burope. however, consumes more
smoking tobacco in proportion to its
popnlation than does France,

This is especially the case with Ger-
many. In many small German towns
smoking in the streets is forbidden.
Less than fifty years ago if a man
ventured on the streets of Berlin with
a cignr in bis mouth he wonld be linble
to arrest,  The same provision existed
until 1848 at Vienna, though the law
was pot olserved by the populace, The
town of Drocck, in Holland, which is
sald to be the clepnest eity in the
world, has long forbidden the people
within, its walls to smoke after sunset
Mothe srects unless with o eovered
pipe, “in order that the cinders miy
not be blown out,” Smoling with an
uncovered pipein German or Austrinn
forests is an offense that is Hgorously
punished, and as a result of this regi-
lation forest fires are rare in those
countries,
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Fashlon for Farmers.
A western farm paper, humorously
inclined, gives the following ‘‘hints to
farmers in regard to their attire:”

Don't wear  kid glove when teaching
a calf to suck the finger,

Don't wear a silk hat when plowing
corn.

Don't wear diamonds while brealing
a col,

Don't wear a starched shirt while
mowing away hay,

Don't wear a spring overcont with
dingonal stripes while killing potato
bugs.

Don't wenr a white vest while curry-
ing the horses.

Don't wear a tight collar while dis-
cussing the enrreney gquestion.

Don't appear in evening dress when
you are called upon to meet a note,

Don't wenr any elothes on any ocen-
sion that yon don't feel that you have
honestly ewrned,
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A Urlmeson Water-Way,

One curivsity of constwise navipn-
tion in the Gulf of Mexico used to be
Grant's passage on the inside route
from Mobile to Pensacola,  The inside
voynge is made by crooleed way of
waterways separated from the open
gulf by narrow banks of sand. A mun
numed Grant straightened a part of the
passage by digging o canal to give deep
witer at o point where o wide detour
used to be necessary, IHe set upa
little lighthouse to aid navigators, and
then charged toll wpon all vessels puss-
ing through, The pussage was of some
importance during the period when
north and south were fighting over the
defenses abont Pensecoln.
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