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The Progressive Farmer. will decide whether or not this is discrimination
because of "race, color, or previous condition of
servitude."

Editor.
Proprietor and Publisher.

CLARENCE H. POE,
J. W. DENMARK, Tariff Revision Sentiment.

The growing sentiment in favor of tariff re-

vision is well illustrated by the New York Eve-
ning Post's symposium on this subject. Opinions
were sought from about fifty representative pro-

fessors in the leading colleges and universities
of the country, the two specific questions being as
follows: "Do you favor the reduction or repeal
of import duties on articles whose production in
the United States is controlled by monopolies?"
"Do you favor the appointment of a Tariff Com-

mission to prepare changes of the tariff for the
consideration of Congress?" .

Forty-on- e out of
forty-thre- e replies to the first question were in
the affirmative, while practically two-thir- ds de-

clared for a permanent Tariff Commission.

CURRENT EVENTS : THE DRIFT OF THINGS AS.

WE SEE IT.

The ikction last Tuesday brought few sur-

prises to careful and unbiased observers. In The
Progressive Farmer two weeks ago we predicted
that this State would go heavily Democratic; that
less thflii 10,000 negroes would vote in North Car-

olina; that the Republicans would retain control
of both branches of Congress, though by reduced
majorities ; and that New York would remain Re-

publican, but also by reduced majority. All these
predictions were verified. We did expect, how-

ever, greater Democratic gains in the West, a
larger Republican majority-i- n New York, and a
slightly smaller Democratic majority in North
Carolina.

The Election in North Carolina.

That North Carolina would go Democratic last
week had been a foregone conclusion ever since
the adoption of the Constitutional Amendment,
but the majority was somewhat larger than had
been expected. We believe that the vote is gen-

erally estimated f.t 180,000 (6,000 less than the
vote for Aycock alone in 1900) with 65,000 Dem-

ocratic majority. This would give the Democrats
122,500, the Republicans 57,500. The Democrats
claim 98 of the 120 members of the House and 42

of the 50 members of the Senate. Judge Clark,
it is estimated, will run from 3,000 to 5,000 behind
the ticket. The returns indicate the election of
all ten Democratic Congressional candidates, but
Gudger's majority in the Tenth District will not
be more than 150 and Mr. Moody will contest, al-

leging frauds in Polk County and elsewhere. Mr.
Blackburn, it is said, has now conceded the ejjec- -
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Matin, a leading French paper, that "America
voted neither the Democratic nor the Republican
ticket, but the Roosevelt ticket."

And since the Republican Party is to remain
in control of national affairs, it is fortunate for
the country that the popularity of the President
hns been thus demonstrated. It will give him
greater power with Congress, and -- it cannot be
denied that his influence is more wholesome than
that of any other great Republican leader.

The Renaissance of Clevelandism.

One of the features of the recent campaign
lias been the of Grover Cleveland
as a Democratic leader. For the first time since
Bryan's nomination he made a campaign speech
for his party. We shall not be surprised if a
formidable effort is made to secure his nomination
for President two years hence. On last Tuesday
night we heard two Democratic lawyers of more
than ordinary prominence declare for him. The
great obstacle in the way of a Cleveland boom
by the anti-Brya- n element is the "no-third-ter- m"

precedent that not even Grant himself was unable
to li oak. It is interesting, therefore, to see that in
a recent New York special to the Richmond Dis-

patch, Mr. Cleveland (all the while protesting
that he was not a candidate) was quoted as say-i-i- g:

"Recognizing the fact that, though President
twice, I did not have two successive terms, and
that the precedent set by the Father of his Coun-

try related entirely to the holding, in a continued
succession, three terms as President, I do not
see that the precedent relates to me at all, or
that if I were called upon by my fellow-citizen-s

even twenty years from now, I could not serve
yet another term as President of the United
States without violating the precedent very prop-
erly set as a safeguard by our greatest Ameri-
can."

This looks- - to us very much like another case
of "Barkis is willin'." If Mr. Cleveland would
not run, why does he go out of his way in a
strenuous effort to remove the great stumbling-bloc- k

in tin; path of his candidacy? But for our
part, we regard this "no-third-ter- m" principle as
one of America's most sacred traditions. The
country will always have more than one man fit
for the Presidency, and we hope that the wise
preceftiu set by Washington and Jefferson will
never be violated.

The Fifteenth Anenim3nt and Negro Disfranchise-
ment.

One other feature of the recent campaign, and
one deserving especial attention in North Caro-
lina, is the beginning of several suits to test the
legality of the Southern suffrage amendments
that discriminate against the negro. In Rich-
mond last Wednesday a negro who had been de-

nied registration brought suit in the 'Federal
Court to test his right. Senator Thurston of
Nebraska, John S. Wise of New York, and Judge
L. L. Lewis of Richmond have been retained as
counsel. Even more noteworthy is the suit to
test the constitutionality of the "grandfather
clause' begun a few days ago by an Alabama
negro. Judge Jones, to avoid delay, certified
the case directly to the United States Supreme
Court, so that in due season the legality of this
the most sweeping of plans for negro disfran-
chisement will be finally settled.

The South will plead that descendants of ante-
bellum voters are now given the suffrage, not
merely because they are white (for a small per-
centage are black), but because a knowledge of
political affairs and an appreciation of the bal-
lot has been handed down from sire to son, thus

L 111 1 - JL V J. H I t-- XLX UiXVi JJ - J- l- -- JLl. . N

Two years ago Governor Aycock polled 186

The National Election.

The net result of the National election is that,
in the increase from 357 to 386 members of the
House, the Democratic membership goes up from
158 to 179 and the Republican from 199 to 207.
The Democrats will also gain slightly in the Sen-

ate, but not enough to threaten Republican su-

premacy. As to the issues involved, we cannot
perhaps do better than to reprint the comment
of the Albany "Country Gentleman of November
4th:

"With regard to the Congressional elections,
the situation is peculiar. The trump card of the
Republicans is undoubtedly the nation's great and
continued industrial prosperity. But this pros-
perity, like all things else, has its seamy side; and
because the Republican Party has taken the credit
for the good things, it is naturally held account-
able for the bad. To the citizen whose income
has remained fixed during- - the past few years, the
main evidence of prosperity has been the increas-
ed cost of the necessaries of life. This he has to
a large extent attributed to the so-call- ed trusts.
He believes that many of thi.sc trusts have been
icndered possible by tve high pvouetive tariff,
and he knows that the Republican Party enacted
this tariff. In an off year, moreover, elections
generally go against party in power.

"On the other hand, the Democratic Party is
still disorganized; perhaps it has not made as
much of the tariff issue as it might have; and
the strike issue has been snatched from it by the
Republican President. Indeed, President Roose-

velt is one of the chief complicating factors in
the situation. Under McKinley, the party and
the President moved together; whether the man-i.Mo- rs

managed the President or the President
the managers, they always presented a united
front to the woild. This is hardly the case at
present. Whether the difference of opinion has
been due to patronage or policy, it is commonly
rumored that the President and the party leaders
are not perfectly in accord. Even an outsider
may note the former's tendency to break away
from certain traditional Republican policies to
which the managers are still supposed to cling.
He came forward on his own responsibility to set-

tle the coal strike, taking a daring risk which
nothing but success could have justified. His
sneer ss has for the time being benefited his party
and strengthened him with the people."

The effect of the Roosevelt influence was doubt-
less greater than most people realize. With an
old ?ine Republican of the Hanna type in the
Presidential chair, the revolt against the Repub-
lican Party's protective tariff and its failure to
etirb the trusts would certainly have been much
stronger. The party gained greatly because of
Roosevelt's having courage enough to stand for
policies not favored by the Machine, so that there
is a grain of truth in the statement of the Paris

votes and his Republican opponent 126,000. Js"therefore, the Democratic vote has fallen to 122,-50- 0

and the Republican to 57,500, there is a Dem-

ocratic loss of 64,000 and a Republican loss of
68,500. The Republican loss can be more than ac-

counted for by the disfranchisement of negro
voters.

The Stay-at-Ho- me Element : A Word of Warning.
The News 'and Observer, basing its estimate

chiefly on official figures, says that the white reg-

istration was 234,687 and the negro registration
6,245, so that in all about 240,000 person were
entitled to vote last Tuesday. If only 180,000 did
so, then there was a stay-at-hom- e element 60,000
strong. This is a fact of no small significance,
and one that must have a sobering effect if any
considerable element of the dominant party
should prove itself "drunk with sight of power."
The New Bern Journal, for example, has this to'
say of the matter: . 1

"It is this vote which the Democratic Party of
North Carolina ha3 to fear, if it is not true to its
pledges. The colored voter has passed away, and
instead there is to be a large white vote, of men
who are tax payers, and also very jealous of their
community's reputation. This is the vote which
the Democratic Party must satisfy by good works
and capable administrations, both at home and
abroad, for it is this political factor with its vote
unknown, which will relegate to the back ground
and oblivion, all-- those who are not faithful to
their public trusts. The practically one party
election on last Tuesday, is not likely to be per-'mane- nt

in North Carolina."
This appeal for thoughtful and conservative ac-

tion is very timely. When a party wins such 3
sweeping victory, it is not uncommon for a rash
and reckless faction to push to the front. The
writer surprised some of his friends last week by
saying that he never liked to see his candidates
elected by such tremendous majorities as the Dem- -

giving to the man whose ancestors for genera-
tions have borne the responsibilities of citizen-
ship, greater fitness than is possessed by the man
who has not had these advantages. The Court


