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DR PARKER'S PAPER.
MEMBERSOFGHOSENFRIENDS

Held an Interesting Meeting
Saturday Evening.

LOSTINTHEWOODS

A Five Year Old Boy's Exper-
ience Saturday Niglit.

Appointed at Last Session ot
General Assembly.

S To-D- ay Hearing Arguments
on Our New Possessions.

formity is a great public inconvenience
and we would strongly recommend the
passage of an act prescribing uniform
methods in filing and keeping recorels
for the probate courts throughout the
state. !

Another matter calling for attention
is the fact that as in the case of many
towns, few judges in the smaller ilis-tric- ts

have sufficient room in their
safes for the proper preservation and
arrangement of their files. We are' of
the opinion that the public records and
files prior to a certain date might with
advantage be re moved to soine cent ral
point in each county, cr better yet, that
an archives department might be es-

tablished at the state1 capitol.
The state has already prescribed by

forbids this nation to hold sovereignty
over subject territory which it eioes
not make a part of itself under the
constitution, Mr Griggs said:

"If this were true, it would be a lim-

itation upon the usual and necessary
powers of a sovereign independent n'a-tio- n

of such tremendous importance as
to justify us in inquiring why it was
not clearlv expressed in the funda-
mental law by the men who drafted
our constitution. They were learned
in the law of nations, they knew the
nature of colonies and provinces and
how thev were acquired by treaty and
conquest and discovery, and how they
were held and governed by other na-

tions. They gave to the nation they
founded the usual uutrammeled pow-

ers of making war and treaties, the
most frequent methods by which for-

eign territory is acquired by the na-

tions cf the earth. If they intended to
restrict or limit their own government

would they not havein these respects,
., v.,v.w terms'' T hey did

He Has Cut Sporting News and Writes

Against Gambling.
London, Dec 17. The first issue of

the' London Sun under the editorship
of the Rev Dr Joseph Parker, pastor
of the City Temple, appears this after-
noon. The column where the day's
betting is usually published contains,
under the caption "Latest News," -- The
wages of sin is death," anel other famil-
iar texts, followed up by a vigorous
protest against gambling. The article
declares "If a paper cannot live six
tlays without pandering to the gambler,
tlie drunkard and the sensualist, let it
wither away."'

In another article Dr Parker urges
(lie magisirates to "apply the cat and
wipe out Hooliganism."

Otherwise the paper is much the
same as usual, the advertising columns
being tilled with company prospectuses
and the news columns announcing "An.
other ghastlv East End tragedy."

FASTEST ON RECORD.

The New Torp;ylo Boat Bailey Makes
a Trial Trip.

New Loudon, Dec 17. The Day will
say

The new torpedo boat Bailey, built
by the Gas and Power Co and Charles
L. Sea bury & Co, consolidated, of Mor-
ris Heights. N. Y., made the fastest
time on record for a Vnittil States ves-
sel on her preliminary trial trio at
Newport. R. I., last. week. Over a
standardizing knot (0.082 feet), time
taken by Mr Seabury anel a number
of the officials of the United States
torpedo station at Newport. It. 1., the
Bailey made the knot in exactly one
minute and lil'ty-eig- seconds after
three trials. This time was made while
tlie boilers were carrying LI37 pounds
of steam and the propellers were mak-
ing 401 revolutions per minute.

On Tuesday or Wednesday of thi
week the Bailey's official speed run will
be held in Long Lsland sound, from
Race Point, west end of Fisher's
Island, to Cornfield light vessel, a dis-
tance of fifteen knots. This course the
Bailey will go over four times, making
sixty knots in two hours to cover the
requirements of the contract with tlie
government. Captain W. A. Miller of
tlie steam yacht Kanawha is in charge
of the Bailey during these trial runs.

ANOTHER REBELLION.

Nine Battles Fought and Several Hun-
dred Killed on Each Side.

Tacoma, Wash. Dec 10. Oriental ad-
vices state that Kwang Tung province,
China, is the scene of another rebel-
lion. Its leaders ileclare their inten-
tion of substituting Chinese for Man-ch- u

rulers and to bring about the
of China, along occidental

lines. They favor foreigners and have
molested neither missionaries nor.con-vert- s.

Nine battles have been fought
with the imperial troops sent, against
them, including a battle at Samtochuk,
where each side sufl'ered the- loss of
several hundred killed, each claiming
a victory. In eight other engagements
the rebels are imported to have been
completely victorious. They now have
30.000 armed men in the field and xis-se- ss

many towns. They are desirous
of establishing provisional government
whereupon they intend to cut off their
cues and wear European clothes.

The San Shi bank of Yokohama has
failed, owing IMXUKM) yen. in conse-
quence of the defalcation of the cash-
ier.

FATAL TRAIN COLLISION.
Gorham. N. It.. Dec 17.-- J A serious

rear-en- d collision of freight trains oc-

curred in the Grand Truiilt railway
yard here early y and Leon John-
son of North Stratford, a brakeman,
was killed. Two engines which were
drawing the rear train were demol-
ished.

THREE THINGS.

Three things to love courage, gen-
tleness and affection.

Three things to fight for honor,
country and home.

Three things 1o govern temper,
tongue and conduct.

Three things to hate cruelty, arro-
gance and ingratitude.

Three things to tlelight in frank-
ness, freedom anil beauty.

Three things to avoid idleness, lo-

quacity and flippant jesting.
Three things to wish for health,

friends and a cheerful spirit.
Three things to admire intellectual

power, dignity and gracef ulness.
Three tilings to think about life,

death and eternity.- -

CITY NEWS.
The consolidation committe will hold

a meeting t.

Yesterday Father Curlin announced
that midnight mass would be cele-
brated at St Francis's XaVier's church
on New Year's eve.

A regular meeting ef Brass City
lodge. N. E. O. P., will be held in Con-

gress hall at 8 o'cloc-k-. As
an election of officers will take place
it is desirous that every member shall
be present.

A double team belonging to Atwood
Bros, the milk dealers, figured iu a
sensational runaway this noon. The
driver was delivering milk in the
northern part of the city and the dou-
ble team .was unhitched opposite the
house in which the driver was en-

gaged. Suddenly a piece of paper was
dashed in the faces of the horses and
away they went. Down Grove street
they dashed. leaving milk cans and
milk bottle's in theiiwake a sure trail
which the driver followed later when
all the harm, was done. They had a
clear road and so vapiJ were they gjing
that they were unable to make the
short turn into West : Grove street
street when they, reached North Wil-
low' street and ' bang against the
front door .of .C. . B. Churchill's resi-
dence on, .the corner of West Grove
they went, breaking through tlie flight
of steps and carrying half . a ' dozen
yards of picket, fence with them. The
loose timbers held , the horses firmly
until assistance came-and- "extricated
them. The. wagon and harness and
horses are somewhat damaged, while
the injury to the Churchill house is
about $30. ' No one was hurt.

statute that only a. permanent black
ink shall be used in making records,
it should also prohibit the' use of blot-
ting paper on public records.

The report closes with the follow-
ing recommendations:

First. That provision be made by
a public act for llio appointment of a
permanent, recoril commissioner or rec-
ord commission for the state, with an
appropriation sufficient to secure com-
petent clerical assistatn'e and that the
duties of such commissioner or com-
mission should be to compile and pub-
lish an accurate list and elescription of
all the extant public recorels in t

to enforce the observance of ex-

isting statutes in regard to public rec- -

ords: to recommend to the general as
sembly from time to time such action
as be necessary by amendment of these
statutes.

Secondly, That it be referred to
some appropriation committee to in-

quire as to the feasibility of providing
for an are-hive-s ilepnrtment in the state
capitol: as to the relief of smaller
towns and probate districts in the mat-
ter of expense attendant upon the cus-

tody of recorels that concern adjacent
towns and districts which have been
set off from the former; anil as to the
desirability of providing by statute of
a minimum salary for town clerks.

Fortntie Knitters Disappointed.
SOMERY1LLE. Mass., Dec. 17. Ev-

ery person in this city who bears the
name of Crowell is dejected aud disap-
pointed because of the return from Eng-
land without a fortune ot W. L. Crowell,
v.'lio w:ss sent by all the other Cro wells
to look in England for the fortune, esti-
mated by some to ho .MO.OOO.OOO, by
others to be $150,000,000. which, it was
understood, was to bo distributed to the
Crowells of the world, who number loO.

C-l-rl StlH Mi int.
BOSTON, Dee. 17. Sophie Heykel

Kaloof, the Syrian girl who
disappeared from her home, 81 Albany

last Friday, which was the eve ot
her intended wedding to her cousin, Jo-

seph Kaloof. has not yet been found.
Detectives of Boston. Worcester, Provi-
dence aiid several Massachusetts cities
have searched without obtaining any
trace of her.

Robbed WUile at Dinner.
CHICAGO. Dec. 17. While Rabbi

Eiuil O. Hirsch and his family were at
dinner a robber entered the house, stole
$500 worth of watches, jewelry and other
valuables and succeeded, in company
with a companion, in escaping in a buggy.

Steiiosrnplier Mnrdock Returns.
ELMIRA, N. V., Dec. IT Court Ste-

nographer Herbert L. Murdoch, who
mysteriously disappeared from his home
in this on Nov. l.Jias returned. He
declines to state where he has ben or
why he left town.

Ivi-njie- r 5n .t Decided,
THE HAGUE. Dec. 17. In reply to

a dispatch from Grand Rapids inviting
kim to the United States Mr. Kruger has
wired that he has not arrived at any de-

cision with regard to visiting America.

Sfliool For LilirmlanK.
RICHMOND, Ind.. Dec. 17. Andrew

Carnegie is considering the gift of a sum
sufficient to endow a school for librarians
at Winona, Ind., and, it is said, he looks
on the plan with favor.

WolcoU'a Condition Sei-ion-

BOSTON, Dec. 17. Former Governor
Roger Wolcott was reported to be resting
more comfortably last evening than at
auy time during the duy. His condition
ii regarded as very serious.

A Fall River Fire. ,

FALL RIVER. Mass., Dec. 17 Au
early morning lire here yesterday de-

stroyed the St. .lames Hotel, gutted the
shoe store of Police Commissioner Stan-
ton and the department store of Quiim.
Woodland & Co.. resulting in a loss oj
$45,000, partially insured.

Lost In TrslnhiK Shl; Disaster.
MADRID. Dec. 17. The German

training Jricate ( intisenau has founder
ed oft Malaga, 05 miles
of Gibraltar. Private dispatches su.v

that 40 pio.sous were drowned.

CHICOPEE FALLS FIRE.
Springfield. Mass. Dec 17. A lire in

Chicopee Falls early this morning de-

stroyed three dwelling houses and ren-
dered three families homeless. Some
of the iamates had narrow escapes.
Loss SS.OOO.

VEATHER REPORT".

Washington. Dec 17. For Connecti-
cut: Partly cloudy ht and Tues-
day: probably light snow In extreme
south portion; fresh north to east
winds.

Weather notes: Pleasant weather
prevails east of the Rocky mountains,
except on the west of Lake

A elecieled low pressure area
appears this morning in the north-
west, where there has been a decided
rise in temperature. Conditions favor
for this vicinity pleasant veather ex-
cept possibly of snow. -

Barom. Tern. W. Wea.
Bismarck . . 30 S Cloudv
Boston . .'. . .30.-1- 0 12 NW Pt Cldv
Buffalo .... .30.40 10 S Cloudy
Cincinnati . ..'50.24 30 SE Cloudv
Chicago 30 SW JRain'g
Denver , 3t S Pt Cldy
Helena ..... .30.00 . 34 SW Pt Cldy
Jacksonville .30.38 44 N Clear
Kansas City .30.12 38 S Clear

F. W Juild Appointed to Consult the
State Representative and Also the
Supreme Officers Rainbow Council
Has Been in Existence Eighteen
Years There Has Been a Falling
Off in the Membership Throughout
the Country the Tast Few Years.
Good Cheer and Rainbow councils.

Order of Chosen Friemls, held a meet-
ing Saturday evening to discuss the
auegeu of the national organ-
ization, but not having any definite in-
formation on the subject nothing was
ilone iu the premises except to appointF. W. Judd as a committee to consult
with D. H. O'Brien of New Haven,
state- - representative, and also call upon
the officers in New York anil New Jer-
sey and report back nightat the regular meeting of Rainbow
council. The, meeting held Saturday
night was very largely attended, and
naturally all the members were very
much slirred up over the report, for
many of them have been connected
with the order for the past eighteen
years and have paid in considerable
money on their policies. Good Cheer
council was organized about eighteen
years ago and has a membership of
eighty-live- . Rainbow council was in-

stituted eight years since and has
about seventy members. The total re-

mittances to the national treasurer
from the two councils amount at pres-
ent to something in the neighborhood
of $140. Tile amounts of the policies
range from $500 to tf.'J.oOO each person.
anel the worst feature of the tiling is
lhat many trusted to this society al-

together and carried no other insur-
ance, and are too old now to get into
any of the other insurance societies,
so that the only door open to them in
this respect is that of the old line in-

surance companies, and while all talk
about them being high, still it is about
tile only insurance money that, one
can build upon with any assurance
that yon are not going to wake up
some day anel find the savings of the
best part of a lifetime gone for noth-
ing.

The Order of Chosen Friends was
foundcel twenty-tw- o years ago and had
wonderful success for about fifteen
years. After this it began to realize
that it was offering too much induce-
ment to members for what they were
paying anil since that they paid claims
this way: When a policy matured the
order paid back all the member had
paid in and half the face of the policy.
For example. If a member was in
sured for S500 the person the policy
was made out in favor of would get
$250 and the total amount of the as-
sessments that had been paid on it,
anel so on. Some of the members have
not yet lost faith in the stability of
tlie organization and contend that in
the end all will be well. Probably it
will, but, unfortunately, the indications
point the other way. At present the
total membership of the institution is
only about 10.000 as against almost
twice that in the past. Many of the.
members are ladies who feel that
while enjoying a social hour at the
sessions of the council they were also
m iking provision to help out their fam-
ilies in case anything should happen
1o them. The members are all good
citizens and consequently Ihe organ-
ization was popular in Waterbury and
all over the state. There was but one
death in Rainbow council, and Good
Cheer lost but few members.

There are 7,000 members in the
state, and it is estimated that the dif-

ference between what they have paid
into the national treasury and what
the councils of the state got out of it
is about $84,000, so that in case it
should fall through Connecticut would
lose quite a neat sum.

SCARE AT BRIDGEPORT.

Trench Caved In And Many Workmen
Were Partially Buried.

Bridgeport. Dee 17.- - As the result of
a cave-i- n of an embankment at Beaver
Brook pond between Stratford and
Huntington this morning, one man is
fatally injured, two seriously hurt and
ten more or less injured. All of those
injuied are Italians and were at work
in tlie construction of a large elam
for the Bridgeport; Hydraulic company.
One hundred Italians were at work in
the trench in which the huge water
dam is being conslructed. when, with-
out any warning, a portion pf the
bank caved in. anel buried or partially
buried a dozen or more of the labor-
ers. The cry was raised that the elam
itself had slid from its position and
panic of some proportions followed.
An agent ef the Hydraulic company,
without waiting to ascertain the ex-

tent of the affair, jumped into a car-

riage and started on a mad gallop for
Stratford or Bridgeport six miles
away. Reaching Stratford, he an-
nounced that the dam had given way
and many men were caught and that
at: least fifty were killeel or injured.
The four doctors at Stratford hurried
at once to the scene. When they ar-
rived at Beaver Brook the injured
men. all of whom are known only by
number, had been dug out. One of
them had a fractured skull anel internal
injuries, which it is believed will cause
death. He with two others who were
internally injured, were taken to the
hospital here. The damage to the dam
was but slight. -

ROGER WOLCOTT'S CONDITION.
Boston, Dec 17. The condition of

Former Governor Roger Wolcott
shows no improvement to-da- Some
hopeful symptoms were noticed late
yesterday, but during the night less
favorable conditions were observed,
which this forenoon were still present.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE DEAD.
New York. Dec 17. Justice Henry

P. Beeker.'of the supreme court, elied
in front of his residence at. Wiest Sev-

enteenth street, to-da- H had just
left the house to go to court. -

MAJOR TAYLOR TO GO ABROAD.
. Boston, Dec 17. Major Taylor, the

colored bicycle rider of Worcester, to-

day signed a. contract to race in Eu-
rope in July and August ot next year.

FOUND NEARLY FROZEN

By a Man Who Was Making an Early --

Morning Trip The Man's Dog Fer-- .

re ted Out the Lost Boy The Littla
Fellow Had Been Gathering Ever
green and nl Away From His
Companion's.

Saturday afternoon Timothy Moyn-aha-u,

the son of- - Mr and
Mrs Michael Moynahan, of Carman
street, with other youngsters, took a,
ramble through the woods and had--reache-

a point in the neighborhood of
Harper's Ferry, when some one
them out of the lots. Iu making his
escape-- , young Moynahan got separat-oi- l

from his companions, and wandered
through the woods until darkness set
in upon him, ami kept it up during tho
night, wandering from oim place l
another, until he lay elown near the
pumping station, where he was found
between 7 and 8 o'cloc-- yesterday
morning by John Baralari, who'livetf
in the neighborhood, and happened tei
make a trip to a friend in Prospect?
and took that course. Bai'alari's dosf
found the boy and kept barking at
him until the man went to see what
was the matter. The child 'had 'hi
coat wrapped about his head and had
one of his shoes off anil was engaged
in an effort to warm his foot with hi
ha mis. Baralari took in the situation
at a glance and. removing his big coat,
threw it around the little fellow and
then picked him up in his arms and
carried bim to tlie house and gave
him the-- snuggest corner in Ihe place.
He reported the matter to the polieei
station and the welcome news wasi
quickly forwartled to the heartbroken,
parents, who had not an eyo
from the time the child was missed.
Several parties spent the night search-
ing the wooils in the hope of finding
the boy. and they were still out when
the boy was brought home. .

It is a mystery how the little fcllowi
lived through the ordeal, for it was a
hard freezing night, so much so. in
tact, that people found it hard to keepwarm beside the tire. The child was
pinched by tlie frost, but his injuriesare not considered serious.

-- V Democrat reporter called at fhei
?.oynihan residence this afternoon and'
found the boy about the house appar-
ently none the worse for the experi-- , .

once-- . Tlie expressman who picked
him up was ihere at the time ami
stated that he thought the child would
not have lived another hour if some
one had not dise-overe- him. His eyes
were set, he says, and the tears that
had rolled down his cheeks were,
frozen so that he could not open them.
After getting him into the house theyhad to pry his mouth open with a
spoon iu order 1o pour some warm
coffee elown his throat. When he got
a few iloses of the liquid and a good
rubbing he began to realize1 that he
was still alive and soon told the fami-
ly his name and where" he belonged."
Mr Baralari deserves credit for tho
manner iu which they ministered ta
the boy and no doubt little Timothy
and his parents will always holil him
in grateful remembrance. He had not
been gone from the house long when
his mother missed him. but of course,
she supposed he would return Willi
his companions. The woman was al-
most crazy until lie was found. "How
do you feel to-da- Timothy?", asked
the reporter. "Look at that." he re-pli-

as he executed a war . dance
across the kitchen, holding nut his
hand, which was filled with money.

. :

DISPUTED PASSAGEWAY.

Leavenworth's Three Suits Ordered
Considered By Judge Robinson.

For years there has been a dispute
'over the boundary lines dividing thei
property of John McElligott, Margaret
Joyce and Thomas Clere, oit Scoyill
street, and to-da- y a lawsuit which re-

sulted between the two lirst named
over the matter began in the district
court before Judge Braelstreet and a
jury. Miss Joyce is the plaintiff, in
this suit, but after it has been decided
she will be the defendant in one
brought by her other neighbor, Mr
Clere. Attorney O'Neill appeared for
the plaintiff and Kennedy and Root!
for the defense. There is over a score
of witnesses and even the town is In
volved for some time ago the' select
men were called upon by Miss Joyoa
aud Mr Clere to adjust the difficulty,
as the statutes provide they can. Bud
Miss' Joyce was not satisfied with the
lines drawn, nor with tlie fence tha
town built; consequently the selectmen'
aud Former Town Attorney Kendriclc
are witnesses in the case. Damagei-o- f

$150 are claimed. i

REGIMENT OF JEWS

Formed in New York Yesterday Foe
the National Guard..

New York, Dec 17. About 500 young
Jews, some of whom saw service iu
the Spanish-America- n war, met last
night and were enrolled in an organiza-
tion which it is hoped by its promoters
will be aadmitted to the National
Guard of thestate.

M. D. Gottlieb, the organizer of th
regiment, who has enrolled 1.500 in the
movement to for ma distinctively Jew-
ish regiment, presided. Emtl K. Fire-ina- n.

who acted as secretary, said that
Adjutant-Genera- l Hoffman was favor-
able to the project of a Jewish regi-
ment, but that lie feared the cost of
equipping the men would be a bar to
favorable action on 'the part of the
state authorities, so-i- t was proposed
to obtain authorization to form a regi-
ment and. then raise a fuud among tha
Jewish people of the city to defray the
cost of establishing the organization.
Mr Gottlieb is to meet Adjutant-Gener- al

Hoffman soon to confer on the mat-
ter. . - - ', i-- . .

. i

BILL WAS DEFEATED.
Washington, Dec 17. The, bill trt

give preference to Spanish and Philip-
pine war veterans was to-da- y defeat-
ed on-- a rising. vote by 51 to 103 In. tbfl
house. -

Public Records Investigated and Re-

port Now Ready A Great Deal De-

pends on the Person Who Has
Charge of the Records It Is Not Al-

ways Financial Ability That Is
Wanted.

Hartford, Conn, Dee IT. The com-
mission or public records, consistingof Samuel Hart, of Middletown; Albert
C. Bates, of Hartford; ami Dwigfit ti.
Bowers, ot" New Haven; appointed on
April is, VMM, by Governor Lounsburyiu accordance with a joint resolution
of the hist general assembly, to in-

quire and report to tin. next general
assembly the condition of the public-record- s

of the state, has submitted iis
report, from which the following is ex-
tracted:

The commission, shortly after its ap-
pointment, entered upon the work as-
signed it. but it was soon discovered
that the time' allowed for makingwould be insufficient to cover
ail classes of public records enumerat-
ed in the act. It was tilt re determineel
to limit the-- iuquiiy to the lecords of
towns and probate courts and to those
Congregational churches whose organ-
ization antedated the year 1900. A
series of questions were sent to town
clerks, judges of probate and pastorsor clerks of churches. It was Ihe
earnest desire of the commission to
append to tiiis report a tabulated state-
ment of all the lecords which tlieysliould discover to be in existence in
1lie state, mentioning where they are
to be found. Unfortunately, "while
many of the recording officers made re-
turns with great promptness and
it was found that the answers received
were cf such unequal value anel
framed oil such difi'e out understanding
of the questions proposetl. tlat it
would be impossible- to tabulate them
iu a satisfac-toi- manner for this re-

port. But the commission desires to
express iu a most emphatic way their
conviction that the preparation of an
accurate list of all existing recorels is
a matter of prime necessity iu any
niovemeut looking towards improve-
ment, in their care and preservation.
Many town clerks expressed great in-
terest in the work of the commission
and replies were receiveel from 100
towns, that is to say .all except Beth-
lehem, Bolton. Brookfield. Columbia.
Pomfret. Tolland, Willington and
Windsor. In general, it inav be said
that the town clerks and judges of
probate report that they are hampered
in their work by insufficient room. In
some of the smaller towns they have
attempted to meet this condition by
taking the older records out of the
safe and storing they away, sometimes
in boxes, anel sometimes even in barns
and woodsheds, while some town
clerks are' in the habit of keeping the
books in current use in their dwelling
houses, where they are totally unpro-
tected in case of lire. In addition to
the information elerived from these re-

ports, nearly fifty record offices have
been personally visited and inspected
by members of the commission.

We are of the opinion that in no
class of communities is the interest in
preserving records dependent so much
upon the financial ability of the town
as on a personal interest and capacity
of the town clerk. In one large town
the per capita assessment of which is
higher than that of any other in the
state, the early recorels were found to
be in many ease absolutely in tat-

ters, so much so that it would require
care and expert handling to assort
properly the loose sheets which are
now bundleel together in a haphazard
manner, and place them in proper or-

der for binding and repairing. On
the other hand, we are gratified to
learn that a few of the older and small-
er towns have made liberal appropria-
tions for repairs. 'Therefore, it needs
but little consideration to prove that
sc'iiie general system of supervision is
absolutely necessary. The commission
feels that many town clerks fail to
recognize the value and historic inter-
est of some documents in their custody
considering only their land records to
be of special value, and paying too lit-

tle attention to minor records which
accumulate in their offices. The same
may be said of other custodians of
records, and there is great danger that
ancient documents may be lost or mu-

tilated in consequence cf irresponsible
persons having too ready access to
them.

In the smaller towns of the state
the town clerk is paid no salary, but
is obliged to depend on his fees, as
payment for his services. We think,
therefore, that it would be conducive
to the general welfare if an act should
be passed by thrj general assemuiy

all towns, say of less than 2,000

inhabitants, to pay uieu- - wwu inti ...--

salary equal to not less than one-tent- h

of one mill on the grand" list of the
town.

Prior to 1S70 it was not obligiitcr.N
in this state to keep public records in
fire proof vaults or safes. Alter the

neumhlv missed au act requir
ing tliis many towns and probate dis- -

tricts purchased large safes o.f a pat
tern alreadv obsolete. in some .in-

stances the "safes would not lock, and
in mauy cases they were not then tire
proof, so that at the preseut time it Is
doubtful if one-quart- of the record
offices of the state have their records
and documents securely protected
from fire. ' '

. Manv town clerks favor the passage
of a law requiring all towns having a
general iuiex to their laud record. The
commission are of the opinion that
such an index is very desirable and
its use would prevent much wear and
tear on the records themselves. . .We
therefore recommend that, in case any
law reouiring the compilation of gen-
eral indexes be oa-sse- suitable safe-

guards be introduced to prevent, or at
leat xminimize the "bance of inferior
work in the future. r ,

Of the 112 probate Juflges In. the
r.tate 110 have replied to the inquiries
made, by the commission. No renlic--

bnve been received from the districts
of Panmirv and Pomfret An exami-
nation of tbe renorts show that hardly
nny two districts keen their records in
the same manner. This lack c? uni- -

CONSTITUTION AND THE FLAG.

Does the Former Follow the LatterV
The Decision of the Court Is Anx-

iously Awaited by
And Administration Supporters.
"Washington, Dec 17. In the United

States supreme court to-da- y argument
was begun in two cases, the decision
of which is expected to fix the status
of Porto Rico and the Philippine Is-

lands and other insular possessions ac-

quired through the war with Spain
with respect to the United States prop-
er, to say whether their people are cit-

izens, and to indicate whether the con-

stitution follows the flag.
One of the cases is that of John H.

Ooetze. who in June, 1SW. importedfrom Porro Rico a quantity of leaf to-
bacco into the United States through
the port of New York and protested
against the assessment of duty on The
importation, claiming that the tobac-
co wa.s not subject to duty because
"Porto Rico at the time of the inipor-tatio- n

was not a foreign country and
because, therefore, the imposition cf
duties on goods brought from a. place
within the territory of the United
States into a port of the United States
is not lawful and valid under the con-
stitution."

The collector of the port and the
board of general appraisers both ruled
against him, as did the United States
circuit court for the southern district
of Now York, when Gootze took the
case before that tribunal. From the
opinion of that court the importer ap-
pealed to the United States supreme
court.

The other case is known as the
'Fourteen diamond ring case,." In
that suit the claimant is one Manuel
Pepke. who served as a soldier of the
United States in Lamm, in the Philip-
pines. While there he purchased or
acquired the rings in question and
brought them into the United States
without paying duty upon them, some
time in the year 1S0O. between July
31 and September 25. The rings were
seized on May IS. 1!J00, at Chicago, by
a United States customs officer as mer-
chandise liable to duty, which should
have been invoiced, and was fraudu-
lently imported and brought into the
United States contrary to law. An in-

formation for the forfeiture of the
rings was filed on behalf of the gov-
ernment June 1, 190, to which the
claimant pleaded, setting up that at the
time he acquired the property Luzon
was a part of the territory of the Unit-
ed States and that the seizure was con-

trary to the claimant's right as a citi-
zen of the United States under the con-

stitution, and particularly under sec-
tion 2. article IV. thereof, and he in-

sisted that under article I., section 8.
congress is reciuired to see that all tax.
es and duties shall be' uniform throusrh-ent- t

the United States. To this plea
the United States demurred, and upon
hearing of the demurrer, the district
court gave judgment of forfeiture for
1be srovemment. This judgment, the
claimant removed into the supreme
court by a writ of error.

Washington, Dec IT. In presentingthe government's side of the controver-
sy, Attorney-Gener- al Griggs first stat-
ed the two cases upon which the pro-
ceeding is based. This was followed
by a general explanation anel summing
up of the government's position, after
which the citation of innumera-
ble authorities. under appropriate
headings, with pertinent running com-
ment upon them. The attorney-genera- l

contended that the United States
has the power to acquire territory:
that, having acquired it. it has the
right to govern it; that administrative
construction, congressional action and
judicial preeeeleut affirm that every
port in a country is properly re-

garded as foreign until laws are ex-- ,
tended by congress to the new posses-
sions: that the clause of the constitu-
tion cf the United States declaring du-
ties uniform throughout the United
States is not applicable to new posses-
sions and that the constitution does
not extend of its own force over ac-

quired territory.
In his general contention on behalf

of the United States, Mr Griggs argued
that his opponents were wrong from
both a legal and a constitutional point
of view. Referring to the legal aspect
of the ease, he asserted that the Ding-le- y

act applied to merchandise import-
ed from Porto Rico and the Philip-nine- s

after their cession to t'e
the same as it elid before, and

that iu view of the fact that the tariff
laws are In rem there is no principal
of Justice, much less of constitutional
restriction, which forbids congress
from taxing in this way the merchan-
dise cf outlying possessions f the
United States when brought Into the
ports of the Union.

He laid down as established the two
following propositions:

1. That the tariff act of 1S97 was
Intended by congress to classify as for-
eign' all 'countries not a part or be-

longing to the United States at- - the
time of its passage, and the subsequent
cession of the Spanish Islands to the
United States did not operate to admit
Imports from those Islands free of elu-

ty, under that law:
2. That the tariff act so construed

and enforced violates no constitutional
rule of uniformity.

Taking up. the constitutional ques-
tion, the attorney-genera- l declared
that there was no doubt that it was
Ihe Intention of the Paris treaty not
to . make the ceded islands a part of
the United States, and also that it
was Intended not to make the inhab-
itants' of these islands citizens. The
only thin? that could justify a declara-
tion that the treaty is invalid would be
that It violates the constitution of the

'United States. " -

Calling attention to the. fact that
,tuse who attack the treaty rest their
c ? rtxjn no specific provision of the
( "nn, fcut rather upon n.prlnei- -

which they say

not do so bv any language winch can
lie suggested as capable of such

and it is therefore right-n- ay.

Lecessary-- to conclude that they dul

not intend to do so."
He declared that it could be posi-

tively shown that the early statesmen
of the republic were under the impres-
sion that no territory could be annexed
to and become a part of the United
States without amending the eonsf.tu- -

t shall show." he said, "that the
practical construction put upon the
constitution by the executive and con-

gressional brauches of the government
for a hundred years has, with one par-

tial exception, been uniform in regain-
ing acquired territory as neither bound

that instrument un-

til
nor privileged by

brought within Its operation, ewu--b- y

express compact in the treaty or
bv act of congress, and that acts ot

congress do not apply to af ir d

territory until extended to it by subse-

quent legislative enactment."
Continuing, he said it was not con-

tended that congress had absolute: pow-

er over the lives and property of
is here," he went on. "no

proposition to confiscate cr destroy the
possible quality of the plaintiffs mer-

chandise. It is a mere demand of a

right to tax it at the custom house.
There is nothing essentially unjust in
such a practice. England to-da- y lev-

ies duties on the merchandise of all
her colonies when broutrht into the
United Kinsrdom. She did the same in

days, and we will
not find among the complaints of the
American colonists any protest on this
score."

BERKLEY DIVINITY SCHOOL

Mrs Boardman Wants It Moved From
Middletown to New Haven.

Middletown, Conn, Dec IT. The
trustees of the Berkeley Divinity
school are considering an offer from
Mrs Boardman. of New Haven, to es-

tablish the se'iiool in that city. It is
said that she is willing to give to the
school a large moilern building and a
considerable entlowment if they will
remove to that locality. There are
many legal questions that may arise in
this matter and it is by no means cer-
tain that the trustees will conclude
to move.

Mrs Boardman is a sister of Joseph
E. Sheffield, who was a benefactor of
the school.

The school owes its existence and
growth to the late John Williams,
fourth bishop of Connecticut. From
the foundation of the school until his
death, Bishop Williams remained the
active head, as president of the trus-
tees and elean of the faculty.The school was started intheautumn
of 1S49 shortly after Dr Williams be-
came president of Trinity college. A
charter was received from the gen-
eral assembly in 1S34 anel the school
was established on an independent
basis at Middletown. Since then new
builelings have been added from time
to time, the latest being the library
named after Bishop Williams. Al-

though the is. especially the
theological seminary of the "diocese of
Connecticut, only about 1)0 of the 200
living alumni now being in Connecti-
cut, the remainder being widely scat-
tered throughout rhe Union as well as
In foreign lanels. Among the number
are eleven of the present bishops, the
heads of four theological seminaries
and professors in four others. The
whole number of alumni is 42-1- , of
which 03 are deceased. The present
eiean is Rev John Binney. D. 1. The
sub-tlea- n is Rev Samuel Hart, D. D..
for many years connected with Trinity
collesre. Bishop Brewster is president

io of the boarel of trustees and
of the facultv.

EMPEROR WILLIAM'S WELCOME.

Extended to His Soldiers Who Have
Returned From China.

Berlin, Dec IT. Emperor William,
in his speech yesterday, upon the oc-

casion of the reception given here to
a portion of the German contingent
which recently arrived from China,
said to the returned soldiers:

'"With anxious forebodings and
heavy heart I witnessed your depart-
ure from the fatherland. The efforts
which awaiteel you could be foreseen.
For what you have effected I offer you
my thanks in the name of the entire
fatherland, lou have under an cir-
cumstances upheld your oath to the
flag. I am firmly convinced that each
has tlone his duty in the hour of need.
You have not yet quivered; no hand
has trembled. Thus were the victories
gained. None among you can know
with how great-jo- the news was re-

ceived of your victories, in which he
armv and navy togther were con-cerne- d.

. .

'Yes, the great emperor-king- , by
whose statue you have ' marched to-

day, now looks down upon you. The
heip of God which has hitherto been
with us will continue on our side also
in the future." ' '

His majesty also referred to. the
comrades who are still in the far east.

' EASY VICTORY EXPECTED.
. Colon, Columbia, Dec 17, via Galves-

ton, Tex. The British gunboat Pheas-
ant arrived at Panama Saturday, The
British steamer Taboga, seized by the
Colombian government some time ago,
leaves to-da- y with another armed Co-

lombian expedition to quell a disturb-
ance at Chepo. The government force
is expected to achieve. an easy victory.

32 N Cloudy
8 N j Clear

52 E'v clear
14. X Clear

XB Cloudy
18 E Cloudy
42 SWl Clear
32 S Cloudy
10 NW Clear
32 N : - Clear

Nantuerket .30.20
New Haven . .30.34
New Orleans.. 30.30
Xew York , . . 30.44
Northfield ,...30.34
Pittsburg 30.38
St Louis ... .30.14
St Paul .......30.02
Washington . .30.40
iiatteras .


