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If you think yon can afford to dross in as good clothes as your
neighbor with his bonk account does. You have a right to make
as good an appearance as he does. If you think your wife will look
better and feel more comfortable in new clothes than sho does In
old clothes, it is your duty as a husband to get thc-- for her. If you
think that keeping your children well-dresse- d will cultivate a. taste
in them for better associates and better behavior. It is your duty as
a father who loves his children, to provide it for them. In short if
you think you have the same right to wear good clothes as other
people have, and thus enjoy life as life should be enjoyed, then do
as other people do and open an account, with us. By doing so you
can always dress yourself and family In stylish suits, overcoats,
ulsters, hats, boys 'clothing, shoes ar.d ladies' cloaks, on your simple
promii-- of paying $1.00 per week till the goods are paid for. Re-

member, ours is a credit store. We believe an honest man is en-
titled to credit, that's why credit at our store is as free as air.

KIMBALL

School ' Music
Only school in the state where all

branches of music are taught. All
of the teachers are thoroughly traine-
d- instructors, and the courses of
study are thoroughly graded. The fol-
lowing branches are taught:
I'lANO, ORGAN, HARMONY, MUSI-

CAL KINDERGARTEN, MAS-- 1

. DOLIN, BANJO. GUITAR,
. CORNET AND SIGHT

READING.
Also fine School of Dancing and De-

portment. Pupils may enter at any
time. Catalogue mailed upon applica-tion.
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. Oh, I am so sorry for you! It

s breaking my heart.' She raised her
handkerchief to her eyes and began to
cry softly.

Goddard pushed her head back
gently till sie was forced to look into
his eyes.

"Don't do that, little girl," he said,
tenderly, "it breaks me all to pieces to
see a woman's tears.- - I wish the old
days could somehow come back; those
days when I dreamed of a young trust-
ing wife who would love me for myself
and draw me away from evil inclina-
tions. You never guessed it. little girl,
but " he seemed to realize that he was
going too far, for he broke off short
and after a moment's pause he began
again: "Never was a man a greater
slave to a woman's whims than I am to
hers. As much as I love honesty, honor,
truth and upright living, I am afraid
that woman could make me renounce it
all if she wished. To me she is as pow-
erful as opium to its most abject slave.
I must do something. Blanche; these
thoughts are maddening."

He t ouched the bell. "'Get out my
horse," he said to the servant. "I shall
take a ride."

He went out to change his dress and
his ward sat down before the fire. She
heaved a great sigh.

"I wonder if she will desert him,"
she thought: "it would be just like
her, now that she can no longer use
him."

I Credit Clothing Co,

one on Fifth avenue. Oh. it was an aw-
ful blow to her! she could put
a better face on tile "matter and sot
take it so very harii As far a I am
concerned, I had made.up'iny 'mind
that matters were not so bad, after all,
but she is ambitious, you see, (and I
never was. I hare grown tired trying
to get rich. I would like to rest, but "

They heard Mrs. Goddard's cup andi
saucer rattling as she advanced to the-te-

table. Then she turned to the uoor
suddenly and her heavy silk skirts-gav-

forth a rustling sound as she passed
haughtily out into the hall. '

"O, I say,. Jeanne!" exclaimed her
husbacd, rising and going to the dioor,
but she had. gone out on the lawn, and
when he came back to the lire he and
his ward saw her walking to and fro
on the asphalt drive. A moment later
she turned! and gave an inaudible order
to James, the footman, and became
out to her shortly with a revolver and a
box of cartridges.

Godcard went to the window and
Blanche followed.

"She's going to practice shooting,"
he said. "When she is full of anger she
seems, to find a vent for it in target
practice. Watch her; she certainly
has the most wonderful marksmanship
o any woman alive."

The major could not help this exhi-
bition of pride in his wife, and ho
seemed to holci his breath in boyish
expectation as Mrs. Goddard took de-

liberate aim at a white envelope which
James had pinned against the trunk of
a tree about 50 feet from where she
stoodi.

Five reports followed one another in
rapid succession.

"Good! Wonderful!" ejaculated the
major, "she hit it four times out of five.
I have no idea," and as he said this
jodh!ard' tone lost a part of its en-

thusiasm, "I have no idea where she
acquired her skill. She always laughs
mysteriously when I ask her. It was
while she lived in the west, however, I
am sure. Often she lets slip little allu-
sions to ranch life and hunting on the
plains."

Blanche made no response; there
was a confidential note in her guardi-
an's voice which strongly appealed to
her sympathy. It shocked her sensi-
tive idealistic nature to have him ad-

mit that there were pages in his wife's
history which even he had not been al-

lowed to read. They saw Mrs. Goddard
toss the revolver on the grass toward
the attendant and turn into the house.
A moment later she passed through
the hall and went up the stairway to
her own apartment.

"There is. one thing I can not quite
forgive in her, dear Blanche." And the
majorcaught the soft tapering hand cf
his ward and led her back to the fire.
"She married me. She must have been
influenced to become my wife by the
fortune she knew 1 possessed. She be-

trays that in a good many ways. She
was ambitious; but persons born with
craving desires are not to blame for
having them, and so I try to overlook
this fault in her. Being a poor milliner,
who came in contact with the rich just
far enough Jo.want to have mcans.it
must have been a temptation to her to
marry a man with money. I don't say
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STREET.

We Have the
LATEST FALL

STYLES.
In Soft and Stiff

And HATS Purchased Here
Cleaned Free of Charge.

Tickets For St. Joseph's T.
A. B. Fair October 31

Given With every
Hat.

Waterbnry Hat Store,

35 E. MAIN ST.

Fa1 Styles.
HATS !

HATS !

HATS !

Now Ready.
We are now making a correct

copy of the

Fall Dunlap
Regular $3 Hat Our Price

$1.90.
Come and see us before pui-chasi- ng.

Danbury Hat Co,
217-21- 9 BANK STREET

N'. B. Don't forget that when yoo

buy of us you buy direct from the man-

ufacturer. Nuf ced.

Among the big stores, perhaps, but a

Small Store
May carry

A Large Stock
Wfi have cne of the largest stocks!

of Diamonds, Gold and Silver Watches
and Ladies' and Gents' Watch Chains,
in the Naugatuck valley.

Gold Filled Waltham Watcheg, from
$13 up; guaranteed for 20 years.

Gents' Lion Chains, li kt filled; war-

ranted for U5l years, ?2.50 each.
Ladies' Diamond Case Watches, 5

diamonds, Waltham or Elgin move-

ment, 14 kt only, ?2S. A big bargain.
Call and see- our large and varied

stock.- - .

167 South Main St.

w-. ... - ..

Christmas
, Specials.

$5 Oak Desks for ifS.TS
,. Oak Desks for $4.30.

$1.25 Tabourettes for $1 33
$1.75 Tabourettes for

$1.45
$4.50 Rockers for $3.05

- $3.75 llockers for $3
$2.23 Folding Card Ta-

bles for $1.75.
"535 Sideboard for $28 "'

$18 Tarlor Tete for $12
$25 China Closet for $1J
$0 Morris Chairs for $1

Foot Rests, Blacking
Cabinets, Waste Bask-- .
ets. Costume Poles and
quantities of other
things suitable for pres-
ents at very low figures.

J. n. Burr tII & Co,
60 BANK STREET.

TJNDKHTAKIN'G Xisht call-- :
answered bvT. fc;. Sevmour. IH1

Maple St. phone: L. M. Ste- -'

&t, 101 Franklin St. pli'jri.

SCALLOPS
20c a quart

PROMPT DELIVERY OCR MOTTO.

CITY Fl!

Cor Union and South Main.

Two Rooms In
Milford Building,

Center street, for office or building
purposes. Also,

One tenement, four rooms.
One tenement, five rooms.
All modem Improvements.

J. W. Gaffney,
10 EAST MAIN ST.

J. H. Mulviile,
UNDERTAKER, FUXEEAt

' DIRECTOR AND EMBALMER.

i Residence--, 397 East Main street.

Siore, St Patrick's Block, 110 Broad-Bray- .

. TeIephc.:o at store and residence.

; ICE.iinmuiiiiim--

SPRING LAKE ICE C9.

THOS. H. HAYES, Proprietor.
S7-3- 9 BROOK STREET.

Telephone C03-2- .

Tlie only real Spring Water Ice in
the City."

Special attention to family trade.

. HORSE SHOEING...

LID GENERAL

WAGON REPAIRING

DONE IN FIRST CLASS SHAPE. .

"' AT

R, N, BLAKESLEE'S,
3 GO MEADOW ST.

The Most Useful
Christmas present you ran give is a
nice pair of Andirons or a Grate for"

a fireplace. We have a large stock qf
them, also shovels, ' tongs, pokers, lire
screens, fenders and everything neces.
nary for the fireplace. Largest line of
Wood Mantels in Connecticut. Open
rery night.

CHARLES JACKSON & SON, .;

, 321 BANK STREET. .

HOUSES FOR, XMAS ;

North Willow St, 2 or 3 Families.
Six Rooms on a Floor. I'

Make Your Wife a Present.
EASY TERMS.

The Seeley & Upham Co.,
48 SOUTH WILLOW ST. .

A. C. NORTHROP & CO.;
27 and 20 Canal St, Waterbor. ;

' Manufacturers of

. FINE PAPER , BOXES, DEALERS
IN PAPER AND TWINE.

Of all descriptions at short notice.
JTunrougb. workmanship and reasonable
prices.
Ed Ockels, Sign Haker

. OFFICE. 7 BROWN STREET.

William T;pisley,
27cBank Street. .,; v

7L0MBIEG,
-- mmi TIMIKG, METAL

CORNICES aid S,

Particular attei tloti given to alte?a- -

sing of house plunofb- -
Oils UU luuut -

tih .Estimates c Veer fully furnished.

SEE MY SHfiW ROOM. OS"

H.U&1BINQ VlXXURES.

!SLT.n BT
'i t E EEKCCEAT PUBLISHING COMPANY

C. SULoXEf, Editor.
MEMBER OF ASSOCIATED FRESS.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
One Year. .... ....So.uo , Cuo MonCU ....42c

Delivered by Carrier.

ADVERTISING RATES. ,..
I Hi enc cent to il.-- an Iuoa.

- i ti Gil fc Notices Ji-- to a line.
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Senator Ilanna has taken occasion
before congress adjourns until January
3, for the holiday recess, to do some

vigorous cracking of Hie party whip
over the heads of those republican
senators who have dared to express
opposition to the ship subsidy bill. He
threatened them with all sorts of

things if they did not get into line
for the bill by the time congress

and added that no republi-
can who opposed the bill need expect
any favors from the administration.
Whether those tactics will win cannot
be told until the senate is again in
session.

Although, says a Washington critic,
the iesjliuio:t authorizing tin- - retire-
ment as a captain in the navy of Rep-

resentative Boulclle, of Maine, who is
now in a sanitarium suffering with an
incurable brain trouble, brought on

everybody knews how went through
the house ami senate without objec-
tion and is now in the hands of Mr
McKinley. there are lots of senators
and representatives who believe it to
be a bad precedent for congress to set.
but who disliked to oppose it for
fear that they would lie charged with,
lack of feeling for a poor fellow, whose
friends only aski d that he be provid-
ed with a government salary for the
rest of his life. If congress should
undertake to provide for all such the
country would soon be bankrupt.

Extravagance is in the Washing-
ton atmosphere, and all sorts and con-

ditions of men are trying to get some
of the treasury surplus which they ex-

pect congress to appropriate at this
session. When the house committee
on rivers and harbors mot. at the be-

ginning of iiie session, it was under-
stood by t ho members that, the bill to
be pr pared should not carry a total
of more iliau .4'U:i0.o!i0. That un-

derstanding was knocked into a cocked
hat by the provisional agreement by
the committee to items in the bill,
which," with provision for continuing
contracts, nearly doubled the amount
tirst named. That frightened the com-

mit U e, and a decision was reached 1o

cut the total of the appropriations car-
ried by the bill down to SOO.fHMi.O'to,

which will, in the opinion of most per-
sons, be a sizable amount.

The evidences of business activity
abound on every hand, s:iys Banker
Henry Clews in his weekly letter; the
condition of the crops holds out. at the
moment, the promise of a good har-
vest: our surplus of exportable staples
and of manufactured products keeps
up the extraordinary rate of increase
that has prevailed for the last three
years; in fact, while the imports are
kept eoinpartively low, our foreign
shipments are all the time going ahead
of our most sanguine expectations. At
the same timj the industrial interests
have fcteu.tind measured the givat
"tiMst" undertakings born in the last
two oi' three years and are not alarmed
at them. They see plenty of room for
Investment of their own capitals, and
find nothing to fear from the special
powers and working facilities from
which the '"trusts", have expected so
much and of which they have boasted
so much. They are equipping tli?m-selv- es

with the newest and best pi mts.
and their capitals are equal to all the
wants of economical working. This
entry of independent industrials into
the field is taking place upon an en-

tirely extraordinary scale, 'and that
immediately upon tlie creation of in-

dustrial consolidations capitalized at
$2,500,0(10,000. This settles the future
status of the trusts. It shows that
they must give up all pretensions to
monopoly and bring themselves to face
as formidable if competition as that
which drove them to seek shelter under
iue policy of consolidation. The real-

ly important significance of all this is.

however that this new reinforcement
of independent industrial organization
means a coming vast expansion of our

manufacturing, industries. Our-- ever-

growing aeemnulatioiis. of capital can
find employment, and monop-

olies are ;ere toys in the presence of
such an overwhelming force of free
capital.

; HEARD IN.; PASSING

. Possibly the Boers were only try-
ing to spoil the English enjoyment of
Christinas.

Stealing from a man for his own
good may sound somewhat ironical,
but we have- - the word of Minister
Conger tlralx the' looting in China by
the foreign which General
Chaffee had the nprve. and the honor
to protc.rt against, has had a beneficial
effect upon the Chinese.. ,.,

Represents tfvrv Stark, of Nebraska,
made good use of. the following lines
.from Gnltjpmiith; irf li little; speech rid-

iculing tli.aflulation.-0Bos- Hanna by
Representative iQitaVenor,! at a recent
jubilee nieetfui . of "Nebraska republi-
cans, in Washington:T , : .. , .. j
"Of praise a mere glutton,' he swnl- -

- - lowed what famq, .
And he' puff f a dtinoe; he mistook it

' -- ' for fame - i, "

Till his relish grown callous almost to
"disease.' "

"Who peppe red the highest was surest
to please. r

lCoryrih'. i.oo. by A. N. Kelloee Newspaper Co.I

CHAPTER I.
There was a touch of the destroying:

treath of autumn in the keen wind
which swept over Lyndhurst, an old
colonial mansion on the Hudson near
New York. The big trees on the ter-
raced lawn and in. the dense wood be-

hind the house were fcKedding their
sere and yellow foliage, and. in the ex-

tensive garden on the left of the en-

trance not even a belated flower could
be in the well-arrang- ed parterres.
Here stood a marble statue, there a
p'.aying fountain; the entire aspect was
to.d and cheerless'.

Within the mansion quite a different
scene presented itself. A footman in
livery stood in the. vest hail; white-cappe- d,

white-aprone- d maid-servan- ts

moved about with soft tread and so-

licitous mien. Five o'clock tea was be-

ing served in the quaint Elizabethan
drawing room. A man less than 40

years of age, tall, handsome and with
n military bearing, reclined in a quaint-
ly carved easy chair beiore the glowing
wood fire with its brass
fender and dragon-shape- d andirons.
The man's face was full, dark and
round; his high, broad brow suggested
considerable power of intellect; he
wore no beard, and his short thick hair
was touched with gray. He. had but
cne questionable' feature; an expert
physiognomist might have said that it
was a pity such a strong face should
be marred by a mouth slightly in-
clined towards weakness. His wife,
who sat near him, was a handsome
woman; she was perhaps as old as he.
Her complexion was clear and good;
lier teeth were fine and even; between
her parted lips they caught the red
firelight and threw it back broken into
tiny gleams. Her hands and feet were
tmall and well shaped, her body pos-
sessed an undulating ease of movenn.it
that gratified the visual sense of the
beholder. Her hair was dark brown,
her eyes black and sharp, and these
things, with the general contour of
her shrewd face, hinted at French ex-

traction.
When the tea wasbrought in a young

lady who had been playing a Beethoven
sonata on the grand piano in the large
bow-windo- w turned to another girl of
cbout her own age who stood by her
ready to depart.

"You really must step for a cup of
tea. Lottie," she said, layie.g her jew-
eled hand on the arm of the visitor.

"I am sorry, but I shall miss my
train if 1 stay even a moment longer;
Bs it is 1 shall have to urge your coach-
man to drive rapidly."

"Oh, surely you are not going. Miss
Dean," protested Maj. (Soddard, rising
and coming towards them. "We really
see so lit t ie of van. you kno.w, and;y hen
ou do ho ior us it is generally only to

the extent of a pop call. 1 am really
to incite my ward to downright

rebellion against you and all the rest of
her old school friends."

"That U right, Guardian." The pian-
ist sniil.il as she rose; "you must stand
by me. Lottie has such a nice time in
the city that she is getting above such
a quiet retreat as this."

"Oh, it isn't that," laughed the ac-

cused. "I do en.joy it so much here and
1 am coming to pay you a good visit
before long. Really, I am looking for-

ward to it with a great deal of pleas-
ure."

"Well, until then we shall have a
truce," cried the major, and he escorted
the guest to th door where his car-

riage was waiting. Ashe reentered the
drawing room the expression of hisi
wife's face riveted his attention. Mrs.
Goddard was watching Miss Briscoe,
who had left the piano and was pouring
the tea at the low brass table in the
center of the room. The look she was
giving his ward was so full of malig-
nant dislike that the genial face of the
major grew grave. He seated himself iu
the chair he had just left and eyed his
wife attentively. Just then Miss Bris-
coe brought a cup of tea to him.

"You'll find it exactly right. Guard
ian, she said with a smtie. l not only
Lnow the number but I now under-
stand the size of the lumps of sugar
you want."

It is always right, Blanche, when
you pour it for me." He would have
acdeil further p.easan tries to this
had he not felt the rigid stare of his
wife upon him.

You have nice manners, say,
Mrs. Goddard suddenly jerked out,
'"but 1 presume you were taught in that
Fifth Avenue school to serve gentle
men before ladies."

The beautiful girl flushed to her
wav3-

- golden hair.
"Oh, do pardon me, Mrs. Goddard, I

am so forgetful; Guardian looked so
tired after his journey to town that I "

"Oh, it doesn't matter in the least,"
and this retort was emphasized by
Mrs. Goddard's rising, pushing past
the girl and pouring her own tea. Her
face was dark with suppressed rage as
she took her cup to a window-se- at be-

hind the piano and hastily drank it aft-
er the manner of angry individuals.

"Never mind," said Maj. Goddard to
Blanche, who, with a look of deepening
embarrassment on her face: had taken
a seat near him; "never mind, it can't
be helped."

"I wouldn't have displeased her for
the world, on on your account, if for
nothing else. I do try my best to get on
with her. but somehow I never make
the slightest progress in the right di-

rection. I am so awkward.'
Their voices were so low that they

did not reach the tea.-drink- in the
bow window, but she ieemed to know
that she was the subject of the guard-
ed colloquy, for she glared over her cup
at them like a sullen, infuriated ani-

mal. '

- "I assure you lb is not your fault,
dear," went on. Goddard. "You see
when I told her the other day that all
my mining ventures had fallen through
and that I have now only this estate
and a paltry ten thousand a yearto
keep it up. on; it completely broke her
to pieces. She 'counted on my .' affairs
turning out millions,, nd "I did not
know it before, but she had laid a great
many plans, that must now fall to the
ground." :'";';

."Plana?" said the .girl, in surprise.
- "Yes, she had consulted an architect

) about building a house at Newport anci
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fepceial Sale of Unabx-ellas- .
j

1 his is the great- -

est manuf actur. J

ing sa:e e er of- -

l'ered. We marked !

down f.t half
price ml the finest
1: M BliELLAS.
T II I.' N K S and

BAGS, at the lowest prices iu this
town. See that you don't miss this
g.'e.--.t opportunity. R raombcr, every
Umbrella you buy of us we GUARAN-
TEE to keep in repair, fiee of charge,
for one year.
WATERBURY UMBRELLA MFG- - CO

Factory, iS Grand strict.

PENMANSHIP.
PROFESSOR HOLLEY

Teaches every pupil to write a fine
rapid, business baud, in a course of 10
private lessons and no failures. All
kinds of pen work executed in the
highest degree of art.

107 BANK STREET.
said, plaintively. "I can't give her up.
I simply cannot! I have been under
bursting shells and 'whistling lead as
thick as hail and not. eared so much as
that" (he snapped his fingers), "but
I can't face life without her."

A door opened cautiously. Wilkins
put in his bald head, fringed with
gray locks.

"Shall I serve dinner?" he asked.
"Yes, but I shall not wait," said hi3

master. "I am going back to the
city."

Just then there was a ring at the
door. Goddard drew himself up and
listened, a light of sudden expecta-
tion in his ej'es.

"Sign here," a boyish voice said to
the footman who had opened the door.

"A telegram!" cried the major, and
he went to the door and brought it
back, tearing it open excitedly.

"Detained in town," he read, tri-

umphantly. "Perhaps u ought to
come to the Palace hotel to see me.
Will return in the morning. Jeanne."

"Thank God!" he exclaimed, joy-

ously; then his eyes snatched a
thought from the depths of his ward's
great staring orbs which made him
glance towards his study, and she
saw the joyous light in his face flick-
er as if a strong breeze of suspicion
had blown upon it. "Ah," he sighed,
"but she intended to go, Blanche; shfe
intended to leave me!"

He dropped his hand heavily cjri the
silver bell on the. table.

"My overcoat, and the carriage,
James," was his husky corrAnand.

Blanche linked her tapering fingers
over his arm.

"But not before yon. "have eaten your
dinner, dear guardir.n," she pleaded.
"When you get to the city she will
have dined and you may be the worse
for it."

He waited till James had" left the
roAi; then he said:

"I could not eat a bite right now if
my life depended on it."

When she had seen him put on his
coat and leave the room she ran to the
window and watched the carriage
drive away at the highest speed of the
blooded horses. TJien she went into
the dining-room- , bowing to Mr. Tal-

ley, who stood wajting for her. They
took their places at the long table, he
0T1 one side, she on the other. He Was
a handsome man of perhaps "7. who
wore no beard and had the strong
features of a successful actor; his hair
was thick, moderately long and cf a
blackness which went well with his
dark eyes.

"Is the major comi"ng in now?" he
asked her, deferentially.

"No, he has had to go back to the
city, Mr. Tallev; it was a telegram, I
think."

"Ah!" the young man seemed un-

able to control his. surprise, and then
it became evident that he found much
in her tell-tal- e face to confirm his
sudden suspicion that all was not go-
ing well with his employer.

"I only wished to ask his advice
about some correspondence he direct-
ed me to write." And the secretary's
words contained a polite suggestion, of
apology for his inquiry.

The soup was brought on by Sarah.
"I beg your pardon., miss, bat j'ou

have forgotten to take your, medi-
cine," she said.

"It doesn't matter," answered
Blanche. "Never mind atoo-M- t it."

"But Dr. Fleming told me to be erure
to see that you- - took It before each A

meal, miss."
"Well, bring it to me, Sarah; you

are a good doctor yourself." . '

, Blanche followed the girl into the
pantry,- - and wlen she had taken "the
medicine she said: "Mrs. Goddard
was detained in town, h. Maj.
Goddard has gone to meet ,heh she
win return If the serv-
ants inquire you may explain,'. Then
she went back to. the table and. she
and Talley ate their dinner silently.
It was as if he knew something had
happened to which he had no right to
allude. '. ...

(To Be Continued.)

CHAPTER II.
Maj. Goddard spent all the next day

in the city busy over some legal mat-
ters connected with his recent losses.
He missed his usual train and was
forced tc take one an hour later. In
consequence of this delayit was dark
when he arrived home. The drawing-roo- m

was lighted, and through the
window he saw Blanche and his pri-
vate secretary, Mr. Hubert Talley, at
the piano, but he did not enter. Ail
day he had been worrying over his
wife's recent moroseness, and he did
not ant to lose a moment before
seeing her. He fancied she must be
in her own apartment, so he went up
stairs to her door. It was closed. He
rapped gently, but received no re-

sponse from within. He rapped again,
but with no better result; then he
tried the latch and found the door
locked, For a moment he stood mas-
tered by thoughts which both contra-
dicted and confirmed each other.
Then he remembered that the door
was the only outlet from the room to
the main stairway, and as there was
no light to be seen through the key-
hole he half persuaded himself that
Jeanne had dressed and gone down.

He turned quickly into his own
apartment across the hall and turned
on the electric light. His first thought
was that he would change his dress
before joining the others, bat his im-

patience to see his wife defeated this
idea and he hurried downstairs.

He looked into the library, a large,
cozy apartment opposite the drawing-roo-

A coal fire was burning warm
and red in the grate, but the room
was empty. Just then the butler,
Wilkins, opened the folding doors and
a view of the electric-lighte- d dining-hal-l

in its vast splendor of white
cloth, silver and cut-glas- s met God-

dard's roving eye.
"Has Mrs. Goddard come down?"

the major asked.
"I did not know she had returned,

sir.
"Returned! from where?"
"From the city, sir. She went in

this afternoon."
"To the city! at what time?"
"She caught the 1:40 train;" it was

Blanche's voice behind him. and' it
contained a note of startled concern.
"She said she Would go direct to your
office and return With you."

"I have not seen heT; my God! what
can have happened to her?"

Blanche motioned the butler to re-

tire, and lie did so, discreetly 'closing
the door.

The major was deathly pale and his
hanas qutTered -- as with palsy. For a
moment he could only stare into the
sympathetic eyes of bis ward, who
like a shapely pillar of consolation
stood before him.

"Blanche, do you think- thix.k she
has gone? he asked. t

"I can't say, dear, dear guardian. I
hope not. Don't give up."

He seemed to have a sudden inspira-
tion.

"Come Into my study," he said.
She followed and stood in the dark

as he fumbled with the electric light
fixture. In a moment the little room
was illuminated. He pointed to a big
iron safe in the corner, and said,
huskily:

. "She could not go without means.
She saw me put $5,000 away yeste-da-

She has always known the com-
bination."

"Oh, she wouldn't dare to take your
money!" exclaimed Blanche.

"She knew I had a deposit in the
bank," he said; "besides, what is mine
Is hers. She knows that."

With trembling fingers he turned
thes combination bolt. In a moment
'the heavy door was opened. He drew
jut a strong box from one of the com-

partments in the safe and raised the"

Sid. ,
.. The money was gone

jetties", it! "j Goddard said
. VAis with, more calmtlestf than Blanche
jjai exptfcte'dt;: but it waVthej calmness
it 'attcfe-despaSr- " He 'closed the box
almost with scrupulous 2 exactness,
then shut and locked the door of the
safe. He went back into the library
and stood; before the fire - his lic.p
hands clasoed in front Of him.
r "Tell ine", what to. doi Blanch,'? he

that she does not love me, for I really
think she does. I should be very mis-
erable if she did not,"

"My poor guardian," said Blanche,
tenderly. "Yom deserve so much. Y"ou

ought to have all things that belong to
good men. I have been very unhappy
ever since you told me of your financial
loss. You said, I think, that my money
was safe?" , ; ,

"Perfectly. I saw to that. I remem-
bered your father's last words of con
fidence in me. and I never haTe taken
the slightest risk with your interests.
Your fortune is as secure as if it were
in the Bank of England, and the en-

tire amount is earning a good rate of
interest."

"But I have no use for so much
money," said the girl, almost pleading-
ly, "and I would be so glad if you would
take what you need of it."

The major flushed. "It would be a
cowardly thing to do, and it would call
forth much criticism; no, your money
is yours; your father saw that I was
sufficiently repaid for my services, be-

sides, nothing less than your entire
fortune would give Jeanne all she
craves. She did not sleep a wink last
night. I heard her walking constantly
from the moment she retired till dawn.
I went to her door twice and rapped,
but she would not admit me. Some-lime- s

I am afraid," and the major
touched his broad forehead signifi-
cantly.

"Poor guardian!" There was a sug-
gestion of tears in Blanche's eyes and
her voice quivered. "If yoit won't let
me help--you'- ' with my useless. money
what can I do? Do you fancy this
this trouble has not made me unhappy,
too? Your face is ray barometer. When
it indicates that your spirits are de-

pressed my sky becomes clouded, and
then I don't care for anything else. It
used to be so while I was ut school.
Your visit on Friday was the sole event
of the week, and I studied hard accord-

ing to my promise, that I might be
worthy of it. 1 was so proud of you.
The girls used to watch for you to drive
up and they actually raved over you.
They all though 3'ou were so hand-
some."

But Maj. Gpddard'was not following
her with attention.

"I have been wanting all this week to
put a candid question to you, Blanche,"
he remarked, irrelevantly.- "I am a lit-

tle afraid you will not fully under-
stand my motive, but I do want your
opinion a Woman can judge another
woman's heart better than a man can,
even if 'he is her husband. I want to
know, Blanche, if u think Jeanne
cares for me a little bit ?"

The girl could not command her sud-
denly roused emotions; she started
and her long lashes fell before: his
eager, almost breathless stare. It was;
as if the question had been a shot
which reached the very citadel oi her
most saered convictions,

"Guardian, you must not you ought
not V she- seemed unable to proceed.

"I know I ought to be' asTiamed of
:reyself for admitting - that1 I have
doubts, but since- nrv loss- and her
strange reception of the news I can't
help feeling as I do. ObJ Blanche, do
you think-- se.'cnly married me frjf'the

f"I .did not know her-vthen,-

Blanch, yaslyelyfrer; 'face pat "aiui

rigid. l am too youg to reaatn
be motives etf women older than I.ans",

I only know, if If ."
"If what, Blanche ?"' ' v. ' -

.

"If I had bea your wife I should hwe.
toved Von-flrfc"r- e la misfortune .than

OAKVILLE CO
MAKERS O.

Wire and Metal Goods.
P. O. Freight ai-- Express. Address

Oakville,-Conn-
. Telegraph Addr-s- s

Wnteiburrt Conn. New York Oiilea,
IS Howard Birest.

-


