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RELATING TO SCHOOL LAWS

State Superintendent Gives GSsl of
Educational Legislation Enacted
by Recent Legislature.

To County Commissioners, School
Directors, Boards of Education,
County Superintendents and City
Superintendents:

We arc sending you herewith
copies of six school laws enacted

at the lust session of the legisla-

ture. You will be interested in all

uf these laws and I urge a careful
reading of each one, but your par-

ticular attention is directed to the
laws involving the matter of rev-

enue for schools. Senate Bill No.

75 and House Bill No. 232.

The present school year is gov-

erned by Senate Bill No. 75, which

umends Chapter 01, Laws of 1912,

miller which school revenues have

been provided only in so far as it
provides for a minimum term of

ven months. The only matter in

this bill to which attention need be

liirected is that school must be
maintained for seven months where
conditions have been met and the
amount of state aid allowed is m

creased to make up what is lacking
to nrovide a total of $120 for eacn

room instead of $3U0 as here
tofore.

The matter of vital concern at
the present time is to see to it that
estimates for school neds for he fis-

cal year, beginning September 1st,
WIS, are properly made and that
I, vies shall be made by the couonty

commissioners in accordance with
the needs of each school district.

Under the county unit law, there
will be ho reserve fund available
for weak districts, but there is a
very good school building fund to

assist districts having very little
taxable property in constructing a
substantial school Jiousu . .

The entire state Current school
fund will be distributed pro rata
and the income for each district
from this source will be double the
amount distributed heretofore, be-

cause nothing will be reserved for
weak districts.

The county school fund will con-

tinue as heretofore and will be filled

.from the same sources except that
there will bo no three mill county
tax. This county fund will be dis-

tributed pro rata among the dis-

tricts of the county as heretofore.
The only changes in sources of

revenue provided for the maintain-
ing of schools lies in the elimina-

tion of the county three mill tax
'

which was distributed pro rata ac-

cording to school population
among the districts of the county

and the elimination of a special dis-

trict tax for the purposes of main-

tenance. Air other revenues be-

longing to the district will be plac-

ed to the credit of the district as
heretofore including a special levy
for "Durchuse of site for purchase.
construction, and first equipment of
school houses, and the interest on,

and provide a sinking fund for, the
payment of the principal or any ni

'debtedness of such district."
For maintaining a term of nine

months in incorporated city, town
and village, and in rural districts
where a graded school of at least
four teachers is to be estab-

lished and for maintaining a term
of seven, eight or nine months in
ull other districts. House Bill No.

232 provides that the board of di
rectors or board of education shall
make an estimate of its needs and
a sufficient special school levy will
he mado on all the taxable property
of the county, from the proceeds
of which levy, sufficient funds with
other moneys belonging to the dis-

trict will be provided to maintain
terms of school as metioned.
Please no! J.hat in rural school dis
tricts, dii ors must make the es-itn-

of vs to the couny super-iae- n

ient oh or before the first of
Muy, 1015. and said county super-

intendent shall certify the estimate
apposed by him to the county
eoprnissioners on or before the 1st
of .lime, 1915. Boards of Education
in int irporated districts must make
their estimates of school needs di

rect to tho county commissioners
on or before the first of June, 1915.

It is desirable that expenditures un
der the new law should be prac
tically the same as for the year end
ing August 31st, 1915 so that a fair
comparison of results may be ob
tained. A form for making estimates
may be found in this pamphlet.

There is no limit fixed for ex
penditures, exept necessary expend
itures allowed by the board of
county commissioners, in incorpor
ated city, town or village districts,
and in rural districts where a grad-
ed school of four teacrers is or to
be maintained.

in other rural districts, the ex-

penditures shall not exceed $00.00
per month for each third grade
teacher, $75.00 for each second grade
teacher, and $90.00 for each first
grade teacher, allowing one school
room for each fifty children or frac-
tion thereof. This limitation, how-

ever, does not include tho expendi-
tures for construction, purchase,
lease, repair, or equipment of school
houses, which will be provided for
in edition to the amounts as lim-

ited above.
Note that districts which feel ag-

grieved by any action of the county
commissioners have the right to Bp

peal to the district court.
This law is, of course, one in

which wo are tremendously inter-
ested. It must be kept in mind
that tho county unit of school ad
ministration and school taxation is
generally approved throughout the
United States and has the endorse
ment of the strongest and most prac
tical educators throughout the
country. In principle it is entire- -
ly correct and in administration
it has proved successful wherever
it has been established.' It lies with
the people of New Mexico to prove
that all the people are intereted
In the education of the children of
the st ate. We are able lb show that
the burden of taxation for school
purposes will be considerably less
on account of the equal distribu-
tion of the taxes levied, and, upon
this lower levy, considerably more
revenue will be provided for the
school than heretofore. It is our
confident belief that the people of
the state of New Mexico are ready
for this advanced legislation, and
that we are entering upon a new
period of educational progress
which Hhall surpass even the re-

markable advancement of the past
few years. If New Mexico, one of
the two newest states of the union
shall be able to provide eight or
nine months of school for each dis-

trict in the stale she will assume
a position in educational matters
to which older and richer states
have been unable to attain. Let us,
therefore, study this county unit
taxation measure carefully and ap-

preciate the far reaching possibil
ities for using it in training the
children of the state. Let us each
see to it that it is admimnistered ef-

fectively and with fairness and jus-
tice to the claims of every school
district in New Mexico.

Very truly yours,
ALVIN N. WHITE,

State Superintendent

"Let Her Go, Gallagher"

Judge Beaver of Morgan county.
Kentucky, had a trotting mace of
whih ho was very proud. Tho ani-ii- ul

was always driven at the race
meets by a man named Gallusjlnr,
who was at that time city n.arshal
of Harrodsburg. On one occashp
II; judge entered his mar at
(rotting meeting in Tipton cru ty
Soicc sports there, knowing of the
judpe's pride in the animal, tliou-l- u

they would lower his cm as for
ori'-- so they entered aganvt her a
i oted fast trotter. At the end of
the frst mile the two trotters pa
e. I iinder the wire neck and neck
ul t 2:10 pace, and the Jud:-- , grew
v.iii.ly excited. "Let her go, a!la- -
ther! her gol" ho shouted.
.nd Gallagher, hearing, loo enod
the lines. The mare pluckily re
sp.roVd and finished mor than a
don lengths ahead, amid '.hi. wild
cheering oMhe crowd. Ex.

GOVERNOR DEMANDS FAIR PLAY

Grants Pardon to Jose P. Lucero,
Alleging Discrimination in Favor
of Others.

Santa Fe, N. M, April 20. Gover
nor McDonald today took action
which means the immediate release
from the penitentiary of Jose P. Lu-

cero, the only one of the four men
indicted in coneclion with the no-

torious "HoOm 44" bribery case who
was given a penitentiary sentence.
His. action was based on the ground
that Lucero's punishment was dis-

criminatoryin other words, that
he was made the "goat."

The executive order provides for
the confutation of Lucero's sentence
from a penitentiary term and the
payment of the costs of the prose-

cution to the payment of the costs
alone. The penitentiary sentence
given Lucero in the district court
here, and affirmed by the supreme
court in January, was ;for not les9

than one year and not more than
eighteen months.

"There were three other men In-

dicted with Lucero on March 18,

1913, for the samo offense for which
said Lucero was., convicted," says
Governor McDonald in his execu
tivo order, and who were un
doubledly guilty if Lucero was
guilty." He thin calls attention to
the fact that one of the other men
i.Montoya,) was fined SJ00 at the
March, 1915, term of court, "No
thing apparently having been done
with the other two."

"Equal and exact justice and fair
play ought to be done by all men,"
declares the governor. "I "am dis-

tinctly opposed to anything that
even indicates discrimination or un-

fairness of any sort."
The executive order commuting

Lucero's sentence in full is as fol-

lows:
"Executive Qjpcjs Santa Fe.
"Whereas, at the regular t'eritrwf

the district court sitting within and
for the county of Santa Fe, on Oc-

tober 1st, 1913, Jose P. Lucero was
convicted and sentenced to serve a
term of not less than one year nor
more that eighteen months in the
state penitentiary and to pay the
costs incurred in the case, the said
case having oeen ainrmea Dy me su
preme court on January 12th, 1915;
and

Whereas there were three other
men indicted with Lucero on March
18th, 1913, for the same offense for
which Lucero was convicted, and
who were undoubtedly guilty if Lu
cero was guilty. In one of these
other cases a fine of one hundred
dollars was imposed at the March
term, 1915, of court; nothing appar-
ently having been done with the
other two. The final disposition of
these cases is rather uncertain from
what I am able to learn from the
court records; and

Whereas, equal and exact justice
and fair play ought to be done by
all men, and as I am distinctly op-

posed to anything that even indi-

cates discrimination or unfairness
of any sort;

Now, therefore, I, William C. Mc
Donald, governor of the state of
New Mexico, by virtue of the au-

thority in me vested, do hereby com
muto tho sentence of the said Jose
P. Lucero from the said term in tho
penitentiary and the payment of the
costs of prosecution in his case to
tho payment of the costs, and it is
hereby ordered that upon the pay-
ment of 4hese costs, the said Lu- -'

cero shall be discharged from the
penitentiary.

Done at the executive office this
the 20th day of April, 1915. Witness
my hand and the great seal of the
state of New Mexico.

WILLIAM C. MCDONALD,
"Attested: Governor.

ANTONIO LUCERO,
Secretary of State."

As stated in the executiye order
the sentence given Lucero a the
district court was affirmed by the
supremo court January 12th, last.
However, Lucero was not commit-

ted to the state penientiary here
until last Thursday, April 22.

Lucero was a member of the house APPORTIONMENT COUNTY FUND

of representatives of the first slate ,

legislature from Rio Ariba county.
He and the three other representa- -
lives involved in the "Room 44"
case, (Luis Montoya, Julian Trujillo
and Manuel Cordova), were indict-
ed following charges mado by Elfe--
go Baca that the defendants had of
fered to sell him their voles for as
sisting in the election of whichever
senatorial candidate he should

The incident occurred in March,
1912, at the session which elected
Albert B. Fall and Thomas B. Cat-

ron United States senators.

Mrs. John F. WoUord, Dead

Mrs. John F. Wolford, one of tho
best known pioneers in this part
of New Mexico, died at her home
in this city at 1:00 o'clock Wednes
day morning, April 28th. All the
living children of Mrs. Wolford
were present at the bedside at the
time of death of their parent.

Funeral services were held at the
home Thursday afternoon,' con-

ducted by Rev. R. S. Dum, pastor
of the Methodist church, interment
immediately following in the local
cemetery. The funeral was one of
the most largely attended in the
history of the city. ,

Mrs. Wolford, whose maiden name
was Manuelita Mares, was born at
Taos, New Mexico, August 15, 1810,

was married to John F. Wolford at
the age of sixteen, December 17,

1802, at Rayado, New Mexico. Sev-

enteen children were born to this
union, and with the exception of
three, all lived to be grown. Nine
survive their parent, five boys and
four girls. There are living at tho
present time forty-sev- en grand-
children, and ten great grandchild-
ren. She is, also survived by 'one
brother, two half-siste-rs and one
half-broth- er. Mrs. Wolford joined
the Methodist church at Las Vegas,
New Mexico Jir18tn. Bihl'Wa a.KU- -

sistent and conscientious Christian.
Mrs. Wolford, with her husband,

the late John F. Wolford, and fam-
ily first settled in Union county in
1K80. The family has been one or
the leading and most influential
families of the county 'since that
time, Mr. Wolford having served
for a number of years as county
treasurer.

We have heard many tributes
paid the memory of Mrs. Wolford,
but we believe the greatest was by
a man who had known her for irany
years. He said: "She was a grand
old 'ady and a great mother. She
mothered me for thirty years."

1. O. O. F. Anniversary

The 90th anniversary of tho In- -

d;ui.dent Order Oil Fellows, was
cei'liated by tin local l dt-e l
order, Thursday evening, April 29
More than two hundred members
and guests were present. The prin-
cipal address of the evening was
made by County Superintendent H

H. Errett, who spoke of the history
and accomplishments of the order.
Orchestra music and several vocal
selections were thoroughly enjoy-

ed by those present. After the ban-

quet, which wa3 pronoilnred grand
by all, the hall was cleared and
dancing made the principal modo of

'entertainment.

Tranquilino Garcia, Dead

Don Tranquilino Garcia, one of
(lie well known pioneer stockmen of
the country, died at his homo near
Clapham, Wednesday night, April
28. The remains were interred at
Clapham. Mr. Garcia had been in
feeble health for the past several
years and for several months had
grown steadily worse. His death,
while not unexpected, was a great
shock to his many friends.

Rexall Remedies and Preparations
are guaranteed best on the market.
For sale by City Drug Store.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hill returned
Monday from Holly, Colorado, where
Uiey visited Mr. Hill's parents. They
were accompanied home by Miss
Helen Hill, who will visit Clay
ton during the summer.

Amounts Which Each District In
County Is Entitled Named by Su-

perintendent Errett.

I, H. H. Errislt, Superintendent of
Schools for said county, do hereby
certify that I have apportioned the
General School Fund of Union Coun-

ty on thin the 20th day of April,
1915. Tlie amount of money Bub-je- ct

to such apportionment being
One Thousand Five Hundred Thir-ty-o- no

& 20-1- 00 Dollars ($1531.20).

The rate per capita is 30c, which is
apportioned the several districts
as follows:
District Amount

1 118.20
2 18.00
3 80.70
4 10.20

5 30.30
6 28.50
7 10.50

8 2550
9 19.20

10 6.60
11 21.00
12 19.50

13 14.40
14 17.70

15 30.30
16 .. 29.40
17 27.00
18 16.50

19 12.00

20 10.50

21 .. 21.30
8250

23 28.50
24 21.90
25
26 .

27
28
29
30
31

32
33
34

.15.- -
130

in

to

to

.$

22

37
38
39
40
41

12

13
44

45
40
47
48
49

50
51

52
53
54
55

50
57
58
59
00
61

02
63
04

60
07
68
69

70
71

72
73

4

75
70
77

8
9

80
81

82
83
84

85
80
87
88
69I

90

91

92!

11.70
5.10

15,00
4.50

13.20
9.90

21.00
7.50
9.30
4.50

18.00

Scholastics
391

00
.209

34
101
95
55
84
64

22
70
65
48

59
101

98
90
55
40

.L 55
71

27 i
. 95

73
39
17

50
15
44

33
72

, 25
31

. 15

.,.,,.17.70 ... 59
CO

10.50 . 35

6.90 23

16.50 55

20.40 --- -- 08
18.90 63

...J 12.30 41

12.30 41

70 20
20.70 69

70 :-- 26
21.00 62
25.50 85
8.40 2

30.60 ' 102

8.70 29

. 20.70 69
11.10 37
10.20 34

5J0 17

19J20 64
9.90 33

"
9.00 30

12.90 43
1020 34
9.30 31

. 17.70 59
17.10 .- - 57

13.20 44

14.70 49
15.00 50
13.50 45
15.00 50
9.00 30
5.40 18

'. 750 24

6.60 22
6.90 23

18.30 61

11.40 38
14.40 48
9.00 30

15.00 ... 50
9.00 30
5.10 17

10.20 34
8.10 37

Dt.v ganized.
9.00 32
9.30 31

10.80 30
8.70 29

12.30 41

14.40 48

10.80 - 30

9.00 30

9.00 - 30

Total $1,53150 5100
H. H. ERRETT, County Sup't


