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CHAPTER IX.
FHORENICE, GODDFEZSS,

A motley emowd Hlled the »treet
whith ran past the front of the ob-
scure temple, threugh which 1 gained
entrunee to the city, and all were
hurry‘ng one way. With what 1 had
been told, it did net take much art
to guess that the great stone circle
of our Lord the Sun was thelr mark,
and It grieved me to think of how
many venernble centuries that great
fane had upreared before the weath-
er and the earth tremore, without
such profanation as it would witness
to-day, And also the thought oe-
enrred to me: “Was our Great Lord
above drawing this woman 6n to bher
destruction? Would He take some
vast nnd final act of vengeance when
she consummuted-her Anal enerifice 9"

But the crowd pressed on, thrilled
and excited, and thinking Nttle (an in
a erowd's wont) on the decper mat-
ters which Iny beneath the bare spee-
tacle. From one guarter of the city
walls the din of an attack from the
besiegers made itself elearly heard
from over the houses, and the tem-
ples and the palaces Intervening, but
no one heeded it. They had grown
enllous, these townsfolk, to the bat-
tering of rams, and the flight of fire-

: her
dutles. 8he looked
It was plain

I stood, that she carried a heavy
heart under the jewels of her robe,
It was fitting, too, that this should
be so. Though she had been long
enough divorced from his care and
fostered by the empress, Yiga was a
daughter of Zarmon, and he was the
chiefeat of our Lord the Bun's min-
isters here on earth. She eould not
forget her upbringing now at this
supreme moment when the highest
of the old gods wns to be formally
defled. And perhaps also (having o
kindness for Phorenice) she was not
o little dreadful of the consequencen.

But the empress had no eye for one
sad look among all the sea of glowing
faces. Toldly and proudly she strode
out into the eirele, an thoush she
had been the duly appointed priest
for the saeriflee. And after her came
n knot of men, dressed as pricsts, and
bearing the vietim. Some of these
were creatures of her own, und it
wis eney to forgive mere ignorant
lnymen, won over by the glanour of
Phoreniee’s presence. Hut some, to
their shame, were men born In the
Priests' elan, nud brought up in the
groves anid colleges of the Sacred
Mountain, and for their apostasy
there could be no pallintios.

The wood had already  been
stacked on the altar-stone Iin the due

darts, and the other emotionk of a
hombardment. Their nerves,

to such a plteh that little short of an

aetunl storm eould stir them into new | ¥aw that the vietim was one of the
{ amall, eloven-hoofed horses that ronm

]!he plaing—a most acceptable  =ac-

excitement over the siege.

ANl were weaponed. The naked ear-
ried arma i the hope of meeting
some one whom they could overcome
nnd rob; thaose that had a possession
wilked ready to do a battle for its
ownership, ‘There was no security,
no trust: the lesson of eivillzation
had dropped away from these com-
mon people as mud is washed from
the feet by rain,. and In thelr new
habita and their thoughts they had
gone back to the grade from which
savages like those of Europe have
never yet emerged. It was n grim
commentiary on the success of Pho-
renice's rule.

The crowd merged me into their
ranks without question, and with
them 1 pressed forward down the
winding streets, once so clean and
trim, now so foul and mud-strewn.
Men and women had died of hunger
in these streeta these latter years,
and rotted where they lay, and. we
trod their bones under foot as we
walked. Yet rising out of this squnl-
or and this misery were great pyra-
mids and palaces, the like of which
for splendor and magnificence had
never been seen before, It was a jar-
ring admixture.

In time we came to the open spaee
in the center of the eity, which even
Phorenice had not dared to éncronch
apon with her ambitious building
scaemes, and stood on the secular
ground which surrounds the most an-
clegty themcst grand,and the barest of
all this world's temples,

Since the beginnipg of time, when
man firat emerged among the beasts,
our Lord the Sun has always been
his chicfest god, and legend says that
he raised this circle of stones him-
aelf to be a place where votarles
should offer hlm worship. Tt is the
fashionamong us moderns not to take
these old tales in o too literal sense;
but for myself, this one satusfles me.
By our wijs we can lift blacks welgh-
ing 600 men, and set them as the cap-
stones of our great pyramids. Bul
to uprenr the stones of that great
gircle would be beyond all our nart,
and much more would it be impos-
sible to-day to transport them from
thelr distant quarries across the rug-
ged mountains,

There werg. nine-and-forty of the
stones, alternating with spaces, and
set in an ~ecurnte clrcle, and neross
the tops of them other stonex were
set, equally huge. The stones were
undressed and rogged; but the huge
massiveness of them Impreased the
eye more than all the temples and
daintily tooled pyramids of our won-
drous eity. And in the center of the
eirgle. wan thpt still greater
which formed the altar, and roufd
which was carved, in the rude chisel-
ing of the anclents, the snake and
the outstretched hand,

The crowd which bore me on enine
to a standstill before the clrcle of
stonek. To trespass beyond this is
death for the common people; and
for myself, nithough 1 had the right
of entrance, I chose to stay where |
was for the present, unnoticed among
the mob, and walt upon events,

Nenrer and pearer drew the droms
and the braylng of the other music,nnd
presently the head of o glittering
procession begun to arrive and dis-
pose Itself In the space which had
been wet apart. Many a thousand
r-p_r.'nmsm wretghes sighed when
hey the ton splendor of It.
Hut | lords‘'and these courtlers
of pow Athintls bad no

their own bellies thelr

;o il for one

“alen regard—their simpering affeo-
tion for Phorenics.

I think, though, their loyalty for
the empress waa renl enough; it
wns not to be wondered at, &
everything they bad came from
lavish hands. Indeed, the woman
a charm that cannot be denled; for
when she appeared riding In the
golden custle (where I also bad rid-
den) on the.back of her monstrous

1 mammoth, the storved, sul-

s of the erowd brightened as
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their | iIsm, and the empress stood aside
hunger, their desperation wore ulllug! while those who followed did what

form required by the ancient symbol-

was needful. As they opened ont, 1

even from the distance where |
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she herself hud ordered when
she made me her ohief minister, and
then halled her with forma! decorum
48 &mpreas,

“Devecalion, man of jce,” ahe res
torted.

41 still adbere to the old gods!™

“I was not referring 10 that," said
she, and looked at me with a sidelong
amile,
But here Yiga came up to us with a
face that was white and a hand that
shook and made supplication for my
life. “Ihe will not leave the old goda
yer," she pleaded, “surely you will
pardon him? He is a strong man, aod
does not become & convert ensily, You
mny change him later, Hut think,
I"horeniee, he in a Devealion; andif yon
slay him here for this one thing, there
is no other man within all the marehes
of Atlantis who could so worthily
serve—"
The empress took the words from
her. “You slut,” she eried ont, I
have you near me to appoint my ward-
robe and earry my fan, and you dare
to put a meddling finger in my poli-
eles? lack with you, outside this eire
ole, or ')l have you whipped., Aye,and
I'tl do more. llserve you as Zuemon
served my eaptain, Tarca. Shall 1
peint a finger at you, and smite your
pretiy skio with a sudden leprosy 2"

The girl bowed her shoulders and
went away ecowed, and Phorenice
turned to me, “My lord,” she said,
“lL am llke a young bird in the nest
that has suddenly found its wings,
Wings have so inany uses that & ain
curious to try them all™

“May each new flight they take be
for the good of Atlantis.™

“Oh," she said, with an eye-flash, “I

rifice, They boand its feet
metal gyves, anid put it on the pyre,
where, for awhile, it lay mnelpghing.
Then they stepped aside, and left It
living. Here was an innovation,
The faise priests went back to the
farther side of the cirele, and Phor-
enlee stood alone before the altar,

| She lifted up her volee, sweet, tune-

ful and carrying, and, though the din
of the siege still came from over the
city, nn ear there lost a word of
whnt was spoken.

she raised her glance aloft, and all
other eyes followed It. The heaven
was clear as the deep sea, a gor-
geous blue. Dut as the words came

"BACK WITH Yol
CIRCLE."

OUTSIDE THIS

[ come that
| shadow on part of the sacred cirele
| thut moothed it Into twilight, though !
all without, where the people staod,

stone
|

udden peri
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from her, 20 & small mist was born
in the sky, wheeling and cireling like
‘s ball, although the day was wind-
' less, und rapldly growing darker anil
more compact, So dense had it be-
presently it threw n

was still garish day. And in the ball
of mist were little quick stabs and
splashes of nolseless flame,

,  Bhe spoke not in the priesis’ sacred
tongue-—~though such was her wicked
cleverness that she moy very well
have learned It—but in the common
| speech of the people, 5o that all who
heard might understand, nnd she told
of her wondrous birth (s« she chose
to name i), und of the direct ald of
the most high gods, which had en-
abled her to work so many marvels.
And in the end she lifted, both of
her falr white arms towards the
blnckness above, and with her lovely
face set with the straln of will, ut-
tered her final ery:

“0 my hinh. father, the sun, [ pray
‘you now to acknowledge me as your
very danghter. QGive this people n
sign that 1 am indeed a child of the
gods, and no ‘frail mortal, Were is
racrifice unlit, where mortal priests
, with their puny fires had weekly,
sinee the foundation of this land, sent
savory smoke towards the sky. I
pray you send down the heavenly fire
to burn thin beast here offered, in
token that though you still rule on
high, you have given me Atlantis to
be my kingdom, and the people of

the earth to be my worshipers.”
She broke off and strained towarda
the sky. Iler face was sontorted.

Her limbs shook. “0O mighty futher,"
she cried, “who hast made me & q.od
and an equal, hear me! hear me!
Out of thé black cloud overhead
there came a blldding flash of light,
which spat downward on to the al-
tar. The cloven-hoofed horse gave
one shrill neigh, and one ¢onvulsion,
and fell back dead. Fumes erackled
out from the woodplle, and the alr
beeame rleh with the smell of burn-
ing flesh. And lo! in anether mo-
ment the cloud above had melted Into
nothidgness, and the flames burned
gll.ll. and the smoke went up in a thin
ue apirhl towards the desper blue-
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know what you have most at heart.
But we will go back to the pyramid

with tuml talk this out at more leisure, I

pray you now, my lord, conduct we
back to my riding beast.”

It nppeared then that I was to be
sondoned for not offering her wor-
ship, and so putting public question on
her deifieation. It appeared also that
Yiga's interference was lovked upon
as untimely, and, though I could not
understand the exact reasons for
either of these things, I accepted them
an they were, secing that they for-
warded the scheme that Zaemon had
bidden me to carry out,

Bo when the empress lent me her
fingers—warm, delicate fingers they
were, though so 2kiliful to grasp the
weapons of war—I took them grave-
ly, and led her out of the great cir-
cle, which she had polluted with her
trickeries. I had expeeted to see our
Lord the Biun take venegeance on the
profanation while it was stiH in act}
but none had come, and I knew that
he wonld choose his own good time
for retribution: and appoint what in-
strument he thought best, without
my raising a puny arm to guard his
mighty honor,

So 1 led this lovely, sinful woman
back to the huge red mammaoth which
stood there tamely in waiting, and (he
smell of the sacrifice cnme nfter us
ns we wolked, She mounted the stalr
to the golden castie on the shaggy
beast's baek, and bade me mount also
and toke seat beside her, Bt the
place of the fan-girl behind her was
emply, and what we eaid aa we rode
back through the streets there was
none to overhear,

She was cager to know what had
bhefallen me after the attack on the
gate, and I told the tale, laying stress
on the worthiness of Nals, and utters
ing an opinion that with care the girl
might be won hack to allegiance ngnin
Only the commands that Zeemon lald
(upon me, when he and T spoke to-
gether in the suered tongue, did 1
withhold, as it is not lawful to repeat
these matters save only in the high
eonncil of the priests itself as they
sit before the Ark of Mysteries,

“You seem 1o have an unusunl kind,
liness for this rebel Nalw," =aid
Phorenice, ~

"She showed herself to me ns mora
elever and thoughtfal than the coms
mon herd,"

“Aye," she answered, with o wigh
that I think was real enovgh in its
way, “nu empress loses much that
meaner wolan gets as her common
due

“In what partlenlar?”

“She misses the honest woolng of hee
cquals*

“If you set up for a goddess <"
I =ald.

“Pah! I wish to be no goddess to
you, Devcalion. That was for the
common people; it gives me more pow-
er with them; it helps my sehemes,
All you seven higher priests know
that trick of calling down the fire, and
it pleases me to filch it, Can you not
be generous, and ndmit that 8 woman
mny be as clever in finding out these
natural laws as your musty elder
priesta?”

“Remains that yon are empress.”

“Nor empress elther. Just think

«|that there is & woman seated beside

you on this cushion, Deueallon, und
look upon her, and say what words
come firat to your Mps. Have done
with eeremonies, and have done with
stateeraft. Do you wish to wait on
as you are till all your manhood with-
ers? It Is well not to hurry unduly
In these matters; 1 nm with you there,
Yet who but s fool watches a frult
grow ripe, and then leaves It till it ls
past its prime?"

1 looked on her glorious heauty, but
e I live It left me eold. But I re-
membered the command that had been
faid upon me, and forced a smile, *1
may have been fastidions,” I sald, “but
I do not regret walting thislong."

“Nor L. But 1 have played my life
as o mald time enough. 1 ama wom-
an, ripe and full-bloaded, and the day
has eome when I should be more than
what I have been.”

(Te Be Continued.)
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Priseipal Requlrement,
“How's your voles?’ the superine

tendent Inquired of the man who had

applied for a nd':lou us conductor

an amusing Hitle aketeh the expe
ence of an overindepentimt American
girl of his aequaintance. Bhe was &
student in Paris, anxious to see all
the wights; and when an escort or
a cheperon was not eonvenlently to
boe had, was unwise enough to go
about alone, coufident of her ability
to take care of heruelf, relates Youth's
Companion.

One day she decided to vinit Fone
tauinebleau, the forest and Darbizon,
£he engaged a shabby ol carriage,
the coachmua of which seemed to her
rathor more intelligent than the avs
ernge, who promised to take her to
the mort beavtiful spote. She settled
hersell for enjoyment, and they rolled
away.

After driving for some time in the
broad avenues, she perceived that
they had turned intoe narrow, little-
used and secluded byways, which ap-
peared to lead to the depths of the
forest. Bhe Inguircd where the man
wan taking her, but he clicked to the
horse, eracked his whip and apparent-
Iy did not hear. She repeated her des
mand, but egain it wos drowned ip the
mnapping of the whip, She repeated
her demand, but agaln it was drowned
in the snapping of the whip. Then sho
inined her voice:

“Cocher! Btop!™

No answer; more cllcking and whip
ping.

“"Cocher! T wish to return imme-
diately.” The conchman was deal,
“Cocher! Immediately, do you hear 2

No response; the woods grew glooms-
ler, the road lonelier, and to put o
climax to her fears the driver suddene
iy descended from his box, left the
earriage stunding, and darted into the
nearest glade. She grew faint with
fright; doubtless he had gone Lo suine
mon his pals—fellow rufians con-
cealed among the trees. They would

presently  return! 8he held her
breath and walted.
But. the man eame back alone,

mounted the box in silence, procecd-
ed a half-mile farther, and then re-
peated the alarming and myaterions
movements. This time he returned no
longer gloomy and taclturn, hut smil-
Ing radlantly and bearing a precious
trophy in his hand. It was & mush:
room!

“I have found a fine place for mush-
rooms,"” he explained, cheerfully.
“My wife and I are very fond of
them; we will go there and gather
thew to-morrow.”

That was all. She returned In safe-
ty, but with an acquired distaste for
mushrooms and lonely foreign pleas-
ure trips which she has never ovep
come.

HOUSRHOLD INFORMATION.

fome Small Items of Demestio Lore
for tl @« Young Mousewifo's
Serapbook.

Never allow fresh mest to remain In
paper; it absorbs the juices,

Mortar and paint may be removed
from window glass with hot, sharp
vinegar.

You may avold the nnpleasantness
to the eyes when peeling onions by
sitiing in a draught of air or by an
open window or door while doing it.
Holding the onions in cold water while
peeling them will accomplish the same
result,

To make paper stick to a wall that
has been whitewashed, wash the wall
in vinegar or snleratus water,

When an egg is partially frozen,
beat the yolk separately before adding
the white,

Teo make a husky volee strong and
clear, bathe the thront, chest ang back
morning and evening to the waistline
with cold water; follow by a brisk rub-
bing witha rongh towel., Use the voles
properly. Sound should be expelled by
the abdominal muscles, says Doston
Budgat,

To make buckwheat sriddle enkes,
mix togetier four eupfuls of buck.
wheat flour with one sxeant eupful of
cornmenl and an even tablespoonful of
salt, Fift these ingrodients together,
To moisten them use five eupfuls of
lulewarm water or thres cupfuls of
lukewnrm water and two cupfuls of
milk. The milk Is used to give the
rich brown eolor preferred by most
peaple, Toaccomplish this many honse.
wives use all water and sdd two ta-
blespoonfuls of molasses. The milk,
however, makes the eakes more dell.
cate. Dissolve n compressed yenst
cake In a balf eupful of lukewarm wa-
ter; add It to the other liguid, Then
add the liguld gradually to the dry in.
gredients, beating hard meanwhile,
Pour the batter into a pail that comes
for the purpose, and let it rike over
night. In the morning, just befors
baking the eaken, stir a level teaspoon-
ful of soda inte a quarter of a cupful
of lukewarm water and heat it into tha
batter until It foams, Then fry n test
onke on o hot griddle, and if it is too
thick, add more water or milk to the
batter. At least a pint of the batter
should be left for the next baking, to
une in place of the yeast, Torenew the
batter, add the ingredionts In the
same preporiion as the firat time.

Proper Way to Intredace Pebple,
In making an introduction the man
Is always taken to the lady to be pre-
sented, and the formula Is: *Miss
A, may I present Mr. B?" Whete twa
women or two men are pressnted the
elder is addressed where the differ-
ence In marked. A girl presents her
friends to her mother, but the mother
says: “Allow me to present my daugh-
ter, Mrs. Blank.” A woman should
rise when another woman Is present-
ed to her, unleas she is mueh younger
than herself. If a man Ia nted
she retains her seat and and
smiles cordinlly. Men always shake
hands when introduced to each other,
Women do w0 when desiring to show
especial friendliness.—Ladies’ Home
Journal.
Canapes Baribolomew,
Blien sandwich bread mz‘:l.h trim
:‘C the erusta and eat off corner

SISTERS
GOO0D
WORK.

ing safeguard,

A letter recontly recelved by Dr. Hartman

from the Ursulice Bisters of Cleveland,
reads as follows :

“We have late
thovgh the med,

worth as we are now roady fo do,
“*We find Peruna an excellent tonic
valuable re

Dr. Hartman receives many letters
from Catholic Sisters all over the (/nit-
ed States. A recommend recently re-
eelved from a Catholie institution in
the SBouthwest reads as follows:

A Prominent Mother Superior Says:

“l can testify from experience to
the efficiency of Peruna as one of the
very best medicines, and it gives me
pleasure to add my praise to that of
thousands who have used it. For years
I suffered with eatarrh of the stomach,
all remedles proving valueless for re-
llef. Last spring 1 went to Colorado,
hoping to be benefited by a change of
climate and while there a friend ad-
vised me to try Peruna. After unluﬁ
two bottles I found myself very muc
improved, The remains of my old dis-
ense beizg now so slight, 1 consider
mysell cured, yet for a while I intend
to contlnne the use of Peruna. I am
now treating another patient with
yvour medicine. She has been slek with
mularin and tronbled with leuwcor-
rhara. [ have not a doubt that a cure
will be speedily effected.”

SISTERS OF CHARITY

All Over United States Use Pe-ru-na
for Catarrh.

From a ﬁtlo_ll: -Iu‘_:-;lmb- In Cen-
tral Ohlo comes the following recom-

are known, Notonly do they
minister to the spiritual and
intellectual needs of the
charges committed to Lheir
« eare, but they also minister
to thelr bodily needa
With so many children
to take care of and to
protect from climate and
disenne, these wise and
prudent slsters have found Peruna a never-fail-

given Peruna & trial, for
was not new to us, we
bad not tried It sufficiently to testlly to lts

Institution of one of the Central States
written by the Sister Swperior reads as
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In every country of the eivilised world the
Blsters of Charity
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Another recommend from a Catbolic

H

These are samples of letters recelved

by Dr. Heartman from the various
orders of Catholic Sisters throughout
the United States.

The names and addresses to these
letters have been withheld from re-
spect to the Sisters but will be fur-
nished upon request.

One-half of the diseases which af-
flict mankind are due to some eatarrh-
nl derangement of the mucous mem-
brane lining some organ or pnnr of
the body. A remedy that would act

or pelvie organs, 'y that : 3
nrﬂl in one location will eure it i
all locations.

Peruna Is such & . :
ters of Charity M"-til
tarrhal diseases make ]

guard. They :
ease is of catarrhal nature,
the remedy. I
wenkness are co b
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lndp!.enolo weaknens is due to
of the pelvie orguns the -
fully aware, con e s

thelr remedy in both these verycome
mon and annoying d Lo

If you do notl recelve prompt am
satisfactory results from use
Peruna, write at onee to Dr.
giving a full stutement of
and he will be pleased to you 4
valuable advice pratis, e

Address Dr. Hartman, w & j :
The Hartman Sanitarium, . “F s

mend from the Sister Superior: immedintely upon the congested mu- | Ohlo.
. S, o o " -'."_ e .l‘\’.’, b N e acr = s Irr";‘ 2 =
AR st R g e e s B Ca et R B B )
2
i %{_

T e

o B0 Wl

their effectiveness at

ety

g

r 5
i

¢

i
it

THE NEED OF A STIMULANT.

The digestive organs, the liver, the kidneys and bowels lose
At such a time a stimu-
lating, cleansing and regulating medicine is of priceless value because
serious diseases spring from neglected disorders in these organs, For
this purpose there is no better medicine on earth than Prickly Ash
Bitters, the great regulating system tonic, bowel and blood purifier.

The uniform success of this remedy in correcting disturbance in the system isdue toits
four-fold cleansing and strengthening effect. It is a kidney remedy of superior metit, Risa
successful liver medicine, It tones up the digestive process in the stomach, It purifies
and regulates the bowels, By removing obstructions and impurities in the blood, lver
and bowels and strengthening the digestion, the whole internal organism Is improved, and
the weak, despondent victim feels at once a brightening up in body and brain, renewed
energy, snap, vim and activity.

As a household remedy to relieve indigestion, sour stomach, heartburn, bad breath,
beiching, flatulence, constipation and for keeping the system In order it is invaluable.

SOLD AT DRUG STORES. PRICE $1.00. y

Tusist on having the genuine, No “just as good" srticle ean point to 8s many years of succesainl battling with
disense. When you buy Prickly Ash Bitters you get s remedy that does the work. Try it

times and need help.
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Much in Little,
Pigge - "Muyltum in Parve” That's a
qu'?r mnltu"or [ l!I'MIIi_I'llI‘. thoish. M1
s~Quite appropriate, the [
m.ﬁc;‘{. lad % l‘lm.—l'bie::n Daily
News, P,
Boporifie,
Mramble—T used to be troubled with la-
somnia, but | cured mysell,
T{mrnc— ow?
“1 joined & chess elub,"—-Judge.
i ol
Medigger—"1 find it’s & good rule never
to hit & man when he's down,” Thingum-
bob—"It's & better "H' never to hit a man
wien he's got you down.”— Fhiladelphis
ress,

muu:n": LIGHTNING CABBAGE.
e o o ket Gnodans
— [ —d e

o




