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Recalling An Heroic

S The Medal ofHonor
of the United States

to watch her workings in actual war, and write

a report thereon for the chief of his bureau.
His knowledge of ships fitted him for the task
und be had ulready showed his courage when he

worked the range-finder on the New York dur-
ing the bombardment of San Juan de Porto Rico.

“About two hundred men were employed in
stripping the Merrimac, for it was Intended to
send her in Just before daylight next morning.

However, after stripping her, it was necessary
to fit her with torpedoes that would sink her in-
stantly when the time came, and this took so
long that day had arrived on June 2 before

she was ready. Hobson was anxious to go then,
but the admiral ordered him to wait.

“Meantime a crew of six men had been se-
lected from among the hundreds that crowded

aft to volunteer. They were Daniel Montugue,
chief master-at-arms of the New York; George

Cliarette, gunner's mate, first class, of the New
York; J E. Murphy, coxswain on the Iowa;

John P. Phillips, a machinist; Oscar Deignan,
coxswain, and Francis Kelly, a watertender. all
of the Merrimac. To this crew of six men Coxs-
wain Rudolphy Olausen of the New York added
himself by eluding the vigilance of the of-
ficers . .

.

“At 3 o’clock on the morning of June 3 these
men headed away for the harbor. A steam launch
from the New York under Naval Cadet Joseph
\V. Powell followed to pick up the crew of the
Merrimac, should they succeed in getting away
from her after performing their work, in either
the rowboat or the liferaft that had been pro-
vided for them.

“It was a cloudy night, hut because the chan-
nel was so narrow It was absolutely certain
that the Merrimac would be discovered before
she reached her destination, and that a heavy
fire from the batteries of all kinds would en-
filade her, while the sentinels and the troops en-
camped along the shore were likely to spatter
her deck with Mauser bullets as a tropical rain-
storm would pelt her with drops of water. In
short, there was not one chance in a thousand,
apparently, for any of these men to live through
that adventure and yet they had eagerly volun-

teered for it, and one had stowed himself away
on hoard without permission! Nor was the
chance of Cadet Powell and his men much bet-
ter, for it was his duty to follow the Merrimac
to the mouth of the harbor where he, too. would
he as easy a target as the men on the ship, and
there to wait until after daylight.

“Getting his bearings by the outlines of the
Morro against the sky, Hobson drove the old
ship into the center of the narrow channel. A
hell of flame leaped out on both sides as she
passed the Morro, while the Vizcaya, that was
on guard Just around the bend, began firing
with her broadside battery. The Spaniards

thought we were coming with our squadron to
force the harbor, and all the guns, big and
little, that would bear and many that would not,

were fired with feverish rapidity. Immediately
the shots began to reach *Jhe ship but no vital
damage was done,

"Then the time to sink her had come, and
Hobson pressed the electric button. Three of
the torpedoes that were placed at her water-
line exploded tearing open her sides. The man
at the anchor cut it loose, bringing up her head
Just opposite the point, while her stern swung
slowly around with the tide. It seemed for a
moment that she must sink as they wished, right

across the channel, but she filled so slowly, that
she lay lengthwise of the channel and well at
one side before she finally struck bottom.”

Spears then quotes Hobson’s narrative of the
rest of the action as follows: “We were all aft.
lying on the deck. Shells and bullets whistled
around Six Inch shells from the Mzcaya came
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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
p—- .‘-jjT HE other day congress authorized
Ir 1 1 the presentation of a medal of

honor to a man who. as a lleuten-
; ant In the United States

fnav.v
during the Spanish-

American war, had won
worldwide fame overnight.

He was the Col. Lindbergh

of his day. He was the
leader of an expedition, the
story of which thrilled the

whole nation and put his

name on the lips of every
American. Os him the author
of an nrticle in a Boston

\J magazine in September, ISOB,

said: “The Spartans who held the pass at Ther-
mopylae may he forgotten, the 600 Englishmen
who made the charge at Balaklava may go un-

sung. hilt in this land under the Stars and Stripes

forever will linger the memory of the gritty

Christian gentleman, Richmond Pearson Hob-

son of Alabama.”
“Sic transit gloria mundi . .

Indeed! For

Richmond Pearson Hobson had to wait nearly
35 years for the official recognition of his deed

and when it finally came, the newspapers, which

had once emblazoned his name in streaming

headlines, recorded the award of the medal of

honor in a news story of only a few brief para-

graphs.
Hobson was born at Greensboro. Ala., August

17, 1870. Educated in the Greensboro public
schools and in the Southern university, he be-
came interested in the navy during a visit to
New Orleans and won an appointment to the
United States Naval academy at Annapolis,

from which he was graduated in 1880. In the
academy he had devoted himself Jo naval con-
struction and in 1801 he was made an assist-
ant naval constructor with the rank of lieuten-
ant, which he held at the outbreak of the Span-
lsh-American war.

Just before Dewey’s memorable victory at
Manila hay in the Philippines a Spanish fleet
consisting of four armored cruisers and three
torpedo-boat destroyers, led by Admiral Cervera.
left the Cape Verde islands for Oihan waters.
Cervera succeeded In eluding the “Flying Squad-
ron” of the United States navy, commanded by
Commodore Schley, which had set out to find
the enemy, and entered the harbor of Santiago
In safety. Schley followed him to Santiago and
established a blockade of the enemy fleet while
awaiting the arrival of Captain Sampson, acting
rear admiral and commander in chief of our na-
val forces, who was hurrying to Santiagt with a
fleet led by his flagship, the New York.

The story of how Hobson got his chance for
fame is told by John R. Spears in his “History
of Our Navy” as follows:

“After reaching Santiago and taking one look
at the narrow entrance to the harbor the pos-
sibility of sinking a ship there to effectually
close it. and so prevent Cervera’s exit, was ap-
parent to many of the officers of the squadron.
Sampson, knowing the width of the channel, had
considered the plan of sinking a ship in it . . and
in a dispatch dated May 27 had ordered Schley
to sink the collier Sterling there, but Schley
ignored the order On the very day he reached
Santiago, Sampson began to carry out the plan.

“There was the Merrimac. She had been sold
to the government at a price twice her value.
She was a bad ship—she could serve the na-
tion much better in blocking the channel than
in any other way, and preparations to sink her
into the channel were immediately begun. At
the earnest request of Mr. Richmond Pearson
Hobson, assistant naval constructor, he was put
in charge. He had been placed on the New York

tearing into the Merrimac, crashing clear
through, while the plunging shots from the fort
broke through her decks.

“‘Not a man must move!’ I said; and it was
only owing to the splendid discipline of the
men that we were not all killed. We must lie
there till daylight, I told them. Now and again

one or the other of the men lying with his face
glued to the deck and wondering whether the
next shell would not come our way, would say
‘Hadn’t we better drop off now, sir?’ but I said
‘Wait till daylight.’ It would have been impos-
sible to get the catamaran anywhere hut on to
the shore, where the soldiers stood shooting, and
I hoped Hint hv daylight we might be recog-
nized and saved.

“It was splendid the way those men behaved.
The fire of ttie soldiers, the batteries and the
Vizcaya was awful. When the water came up on
the Merrimac’s decks the catamaran floated

amid the wreckage, hut she was still made fast
to the boom, and we caught hold of the edges

and clung on. our heads only being above water.

“At daylight the fire ceased and a Spanish
launch came toward the wreck. We agreed to
try capturing her and running for the open sea,
but as she drew near a dozen Spanish marines 1
aimed their Mausers at us and I saw that, in
western parlance, they had the drop on us. ‘ls
there any officer in that boat to receive a sur-
render of prisoners of war?' I shouted. An old

man leaned out under the awning and waved
his hand. It was Admiral Cervera. The marines

lowered their rifles and we were helped into
the launch.

“Then we were put in cells in Morro castle.
It was a grand sight a few days later to see
the bombardment, the shells striking and burst-

ing around Er Morro. Then we were taken into
Santiago. I had the court martial room in the
barracks. My men were kept prisoners in the
hospital.”

In bis prison Hobson was visited by Spanish
officers who asked permission to shake his hand

and congratulate him for his courage. At his
request a message was sent to Admiral Samp-

son, telling the commander that he and his

men were safe and, except for minor wounds
of two, Kelly and Murphy, that they had come
through their terrible experience unscathed.

At first tlie Spanish authorities refused to ex-
change the prisoners. But at last on July G

Hobson and his men were marched blindfolded
through the Spanish lines to a place halfway j
beeween the Spanish trenches and the Amer-

ican lines and the formalities of exchange were
completed by Spanish and American officers un-
der a big ceiba tree.

Even before Hobson's release from prison the
news of his deed had made him the man of the
hour in America. So when he was sent up to j

! New York with instructions to report to the sec- I
retary of the navy at Washington on the con- j
ditlon of ttie Spanish ships wrecked in the bat-
tle of Santiago which followed soon after his |
exploit, he was given such an ovation as no |
man, since his time, except Colonel Lindbergh,
has known.

Next followed the “kissing bee*’ which made j
him almost as famous as his deed in Santiago
harbor. At Long Beach in August, 1898, a St.

Louis girl asked permission to kiss the Merrimac
hero and he. blushingly, gave permission. After
that —the deluge! Wherever he went, hundreds
of women mobbed him for the privilege of pay-
ing their osculatory respects.

Other honors came to him rapidly. Alabama,
his native state, was the first to propose giving
him a jeweled sword. He was raised ten num-
bers in the ranks of naval constructors and was
made a captain. For more than a year he en-
joyed the hero worship of the nation. Then the
fickle public began to forget him when the news-
papers ceased to chronicle his every movement.

He was put in charge of raising the wrecks
of Spanish ships and in the course of this duty
he went to China to superintend the repairing
of the Spanish ships sunk by Dewey at Manila.
While there he began having trouble with his
eyesight and he asked to be retired from active
service. By this time the newspapers and the
public had definitely turned against him. His
heroism at Santiago was either forgotten or min-
imized. His request to be retired was denied
and in 1903 he resigned his commission.

After his retirement he began making speeches
throughout the country advocating a large navy
and as early as 1902 he predicted the World
war which came 12 years later. In 190 G he was
elected to congress from his home district in
Alabama and during his eight years in congress
he served on the committee on naval affairs.
Since his retirement from congress he has de-
voted his time to the cause of prohibition and to
fighting the spread of the use of narcotics.

(® by Western Newspaper Union.)

Southwestern Briefs
The Pima (Ariz.) Waterworks Co.

have been granted a $13,500 loan by
the R. F. C. for improvements to

waterworks system.

Issuance of scrip by clearing

house associations of Arizona has
been legalized as Gov. B. B. Moeur
signed an enabling act sent him by
the Legislature.

B. I. Staples of Coolidge. N. M.,
president of the United Indian Trad-
ers’ Association, is definitely in the
race for the appointment for assist-
ant U. S. Indian commissioner.

Arizona has contributed large

amounts of material to the upbuilding
of the American merchant marine by

furnishing copper, silver, lead, zinc,
leather and wool, government figures

indicate.
A new $17,500 school building will

be erected at Fredonia in northern
Coconino county, Ariz., to replace the
one destroyed by fire January 25, if
a proposed SIO,OOO bond issue is ap-
proved by voters in the district.

A supply of new application blanks
for the federal seed loan has been re-
ceived by the Dona Ana, Ariz., coun-
ty committee, which is composed of
<’. F. Knight, chairman; J. C. Rob-
bins, Jose R. Lucero and E. J. Stern.

Nine hundred and five gallons of
gasoline and sixty quarts of oil were
used by the various departments of
the city of Globe, Ariz., during Feb-
ruary, according to a report made by

Fire Chief Walter Suter to the City

Council.
Five states have received emer-

gency relief loans from the Recon
struction Finance Corporation, total-
ing over $2,367,000, of which Arizona

was granted $201,513. The Arizona

loan is to care for fourteen counties
during March.

A two-year moratorium on mortgage

foreclosures is in effect in Arizona.
The bill passed by the Legislature and
signed by the governor, authorizes Su-
perior Court judges to extend for two
years litigation resulting from fore-
closure actions.

The conference between the Ari-
zona Colorado river commission and

federal government representatives

on the proposed contract for delivery
of water to this state from the
Hoover dam project, ended without
an agreement being reached.

Protests against employment of
Utah workmen on Arizona road proj-
ects, financed in part by Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation funds, have
been forwarded to state and federal

authorities by the Coconino county

board of supervisors and Flagstaff
Chamber of Commerce.

Northcutt Ely, representing the
secretary of the interior, was in Phoe-
nix, Ariz., recently from Washington,

D. C., conferring with the Colorado
River commission of Arizona on the
contract for the allotment to Arizona

of a certain amount of the water of
the Colorado river.

Taxable valuation of Coconino coun-
ty, Ariz., will be reduced approximate-
ly $900,000 upon completion of assess-
ment roles. County Assessor Carl
Dickinson estimated. Figuring on
the basis of a valuation of $16,975,099

for the past fiscal year, the reduction
will total 5 per cent.

After two years of almost complete
inactivity, buying of oil and gas
leases has been resumed in Roosevelt
county. William D. Morris and J. C.
Maxwell of Fort Worth, Texas, the
Magnolia and Shell Oil Companies,

and others, have taken about 30,000

acres of state leases at sales by the
state.

Cattle, milk cows and hogs on New
Mexico farms and ranches have in-
creased in numbers while horses,
mules and sheep have decreased in
numbers, compared with a year ago,
according to the annual livestock re-

-1 port, issued by bureau of agricultural
| economics. United States Department

; of Agriculture.
Albert Mitchell, president of the

New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Associ-
ation, announces that a special fea-
ture of the nineteenth annual conven-
tion, to be held at Tucumcari March
19-21, will be an informal discussion

! of problems of interest to cattlemen.
One-half day will be devoted to this

| discussion.

To meet the demands of Globe,
Ariz., residents sending money
abroad, who do not require the speed

of the cable money order, the West
ern Union Telegraph Company has
inaugurated a foreign mail remittance
service in conjunction with the Amer-
ican Express Company, from Globe to
European countries.

From Mesa, Ariz., report comes that
the false chinch bug, the same insect
that destroyed flower and vegetable
gardens and made lawn sitting at
night disagreeable last year, is al-
ready making its 1933 bow in the dis-
trict. War against the pest should
start at once if it is to be extermi-
nated. The insect is already up and
about, feeding and breeding on wild
mustard and other weeds. Spraying
with proper chemicals is the best
method of extermination.

The annual convention of the New
Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association
will be held at Tucumcari, N. M.,
March 19-21.

J. S. Ligon, game specialist for the
state of New 7 Mexico, released twenty-
one prairie chickens at the headquar-
ters of the Jornada reserve. These
chickens he brought with him from
the Pecos valley, and according to his
opinion they should do well in the lo-
cation chosen, as they are well pro-
tected. At the same time Mr. Ligon
also released a number of bob-white
quail.

Brick Buys a
Kimono

By KATHLEEN MALLORY

© by McClure Newspaper Syndicate.
WNU Service

DRICK had-first seen the kimono
D two weeks ago. it wasn’t really
a kimono. That was just Brick’s
appellation. It was really a gorgeous
blue chiffon velvet peignoir. Mr.
Bonner had brought it. It was late,
at night, and Brick had tiptoed to
the kitchen for a drink of water. I

Drinking the water, he had over- !
heard Mr. Bonner talking to Mumsy. |
He liked Mr. Bonner. He never for- ;
got to bring him something. It was i
always there on the breakfast table j
next morning. The most wonderful ;
things. He was listening: “Jerry, i
you angel . . . It's too sweet of ;
you for words, but 1 can’t let you. !
You're a darling , .

. the best i
friend a woman ever had. But it's j
impossible. . .

. I'll shut my eyes >
and pretend . . . forever alter that j
it's mine, when I’m wearing that
ragged, shabby old thing In there!

Brick’s breath expelled on a long
breath that was almost a sob. He
peeked through the crack of the
swinging door to the living room.
Ills mother began folding it care-
fully hack into Its tissue wrappings.

“Don’t be absurd, Sylvia.” Jer-
some Bonner was speaking, gruffly.
"That's my birthday gift to you. 1 *
shall be away next month, and 1 ¦
wanted you to have it in time."

“Please, Jerry,” Brick’s mother j
said thickly, “don’t. Bring me some

I little trinket that’s inexpensive.”
“Sylvia

... let me take care of
you

. .
. always! Please, dear. 1 ;

| love you so.”
“Now, Jerry! You know how

tilings are. I’m going to bring
I’.rick up, first. My first duty is to
him. And . . . why Jerry, I’ve a

j tine young man to take care of me.
, I want notidng in this world, be

vend my home, here, and Brick!”
Brick had crept off to bed, shiv-

ering. Gosh. She had said lie was

| enough.

Then he saw it again. Three
days later. It was in a shop win

i dow, and there was nothing else

i there. Only the blue kimono. Some
j way, somehow, he must get that

, blue kimono for mumsy.
He went in and priced it He

nearly fell over when the lady said
twenty-live dollars. She might as

t well have said twenty-five hundred.
Gosh. That was the same price as

, the bicycle.
But now the bike was forgotten.

Each night, when lie was through
peddling his papers, he went to
stare, fascinated, at the blue kimo

; no. Mumsy’a birthday was next
: week. too.

Then several things happened.
[ Mumsy was working in a store, part

time, and he was alone one night
In the closet looking foi a book

stored away he came across the pic-
ture. It was his father, he knew

| that. Mumsy had told him. Her
I eyes had looked all scrunchy when

1 she told him. He never asked her
any more about him. But he knew

1 he was alive.
Then one day Brick’s father

bought a paper from him. Brick
; knew him Instantly. The same face.

only the hair was gray now. Ex-
• pensive fur coat. Costly clothes.

“A Post, sonny. Keep the change’’
' —two dimes.

' The day before mumsy’s birth
day, the man stopped again. It was

cold. Brick’s fingers were numb

with cold. He dropped his papers
and his hat fell off. The man bit

’ off an explanation. “My God,V he
1 said, “the same hair even!” Then

’ hoarsely, “Here, Sonny
.

.
. gei

’ yourself something. A bike . .
.

, shoes!” Brick stared at the fifty
dollar bill, as the man jumped into

a taxi and drove off. Only that
' noon be had seen the man’s smiling

' face in the tabloids he had sold
along State street. “Noted actor

celebrates new hit by marrying
1 leading lady.”

He began to shiver, but not with
¦ cold. Frantically, he searched his

; paper bag and found the tabloid;
the last remaining one. There it
was, “State Street Theater,” Brick
started toward State street. He

I borrowed an envelope from the

cashier. On it. he wrote his own
name. It was also his father’s. He

' knew that, now, from the tabloids.

Rick Chandler, star of New Moon.
> Inside, he tucked the fifty-dollar

bill. It was his defeated hope ot

ever owning the blue kimono or
the new bike. But he did not fal-

, ter, mumsy would want him to.

On the way he saw the sign. “We

buy old bikes.” Brick went in. He
came out. minus his dilapidated old

I hike, but richer by ten dollars. He’d

get another, some day. Now he’d

i get mumsy a birthday present. A

blue kimono.

Brick raced to the shop. He
nearly suffocated with joy. Marked
down to nineteen fifty!

He stole into the house. In the
hall, a glittering object arrested
him. It was a new bike. It was the
New Bike. But Brick didn’t stop.
He took tne stairs on high.

“Hey. Mom! Hey, Looky! 1
bought you a present!” “Brick,

you angel!” Sylvia held up the blue
peignoir. Tears sparkled in her
lashes. “Brick, it's the most divine
thing! How did you dream I want-

ed one?" Brick swaggered. He

strutted.
“Oh . . . girls like a kimono,”

be said nonchalantly.

"
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How to train BABY’S

BOWELS
Babies, bottle-fed or breast-fed,

with any tendency to be constipated,
would thrive if they received daily
half a teaspoonful of this old family
doctor’s prescription for the bowels.

That is one sure way to train liny
bowels to healthy regularity. To

i avoid the fretfulness, vomiting,
crying, failure to gain, and other ilia
of constipated babies.

Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup Pepsin is
good for any baby. For this, you have
the word of a famous doctor. Forty-
seven years of practice taught him
iust what babies need to keep their
little bowels active, regular; keep
little bodies plump and healthy. For
Dr. Caldwell specialized in the treat-
ment of women and little ones. He
attended over 3500 births without
loss of one mother or baby.

Dr. W. B. Caiowcll’s

SYRUP PEPSSN
ADoctor's Family Laxative

CuticuraCares
‘~Jor \ofirSLin
The medicinal and healing proper-
ties of the Soap not only thoroughly
cleanse the skin, but are most benefi-
cial and helpful to it. Ifyou are trou-
bled with pimples or other skin erup-
tion the Ointment will quickly heal.

Write for special folder on

the care of the skin
Address: “Cuticura," Dept. 8 S,

Malden, Mass.

The Lesser Evil
Doubt is an easier guest to enter-

tain in one’s bosom than worry.

At your druggist’s. For FREE sample,

write to 732 Ceres Ave., Los Angeles.

"Miserable
with Backache?

IlMnWar. .1
Bladder Irregularities
A persistent backache, with

bladder irregularities and
a tired, nervous, depressed
feeling may warn of some dis-
ordered kidney cr bladder con-
dition. Users everywhere rely
on Doan’s Pills. Praised for

. more than 50 years by grateful
Butfcrs the country over. Sold by

¦tpoaiVs
jy§||Pills

PARKER’S ]
hair balsam i

HcEDoyeg DandrufT-Stopa Hair tallica
Imparts Color and

™Beauty to Gray and Faded Hairl
|F‘ G'Jc and 11.00 at Druggists

Fliseox Chero. Wks.. Patchognp.N. Y.l
FLORESTON SHAMPOO ldeal for use in
connection with Parker'sHairDalsam.Makes the
hair soft and fluffy. 60 cents by mail or at drug-
gists. Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N.Y.

HIGHEST CASH FRICES for several car
loads Draft Horses and Mules. How many can
you ship quick? Fred Chandler, Chariton, la,

W. N. U., DENVER, NO. 11-1933
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