
It is greatly to be regretted that the enthusiasm which 

marked the celebration of this glorious day in former years, 

is gradually dying out. Had not the Fenians turned out 

yesterday, the celebration of our great national holiday would 

have been unhonored in Peoria. This is far from right. 
Wishing The Irish Republic every success, I remain, 

Gentlemen, yours respectfully, “ Clontarf.” 
-ii^n- 

Irishmen doing their duty in Detroit. 
Detroit, July 8th, 1867. 

Editors of tho Republic. 
Gentlemen : Last week was a gala one for the Irishmen 

of Detroit. They have written a page in our local history 
that will not soon be forgotten, and one which will be perused 
for many a day with pleasure and pride. You will have 

noticed the fact that a monument is to be built by the people 

of Michigan, in honor of, and to commemorate the heroic 
deeds of, the Michigan soldiers who fell in the late war for the 
Union. Due arrangements were made for the laying of the 
corner stone on the 4th of July. Guests were invited from 

abroad ; among whom were your Chicago Knight’s Templars. 
A notice was issued in the daily papers of this city, to all 
societies of the city who wished to participate, to report to 

the chief marshal of the day, General Alger. Accordingly, 
James McGonegal, Esq., the Center of the Emmet Circle of 

the Fenian Brotherhood, reported to the General, who in- 
formed him that a position in the procession would be 

assigned to the Fenian companies, and also to those of the 
Brotherhood who wished to march in civilians’ dress. He 

(the General) also requested Center McGonegal to have the 

Captains of the companies call upon him the next day. 
They did so, but were informed that they could not be per- 
mitted to march in the procession “ with arms.” Now, why 
was this change? and who is “General” Alger? The 

change was made (we have openly asserted the fact and it 
cannot be denied) through the influence of the managers of 
the Great Western and Detroit & Milwaukee railroad com- 

panies—for the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad here is under 
the control of the Great Western railroad of Canada—the 
latter owning enough shares of the former (it is said) to 

control it; at least, enough to influence it. The President of 
the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad is C. C. Trowbridge, of 
this city. He was also a member of the Monumental Asso- 

ciation’s Committee of Arrangements for the ceremonies of 

the Fourth. Hence, you will perceive, how easily the “ influ- 
ence” could be brought to bear on the Committee. In addi- 
tion to this, Adjutant General Robertson, of this State, was 

also a member of the Committee, and is a “ loyal ” (to Eng- 
land) Scotchman. I might say more of this man, who was 

snugly ensconsed in his office, “compiling reports, statements,” 
etc., etc., drawing a fat salary, and never endangering his 
worthless carcass, whilst those same Fenians were fighting 

for the preservation of their adopted country. But when I 

say, as above, that he is a “loyal” (to England) Scotchman,I 
anticipate your readers will know quite as much of him as 

they desire to. Now to 
GENERAL ALGER. 

He was in the army, and after the close of the rebellion, 
was breveted a General. He is a man of small dimensions 
mentally, a mean, grasping, ambitious, narrow-minded 
creature, who seeks prominence, but does not know how to 

gain it. Through political influence he was appointed the 
marshal of the day; but after getting the “ honor,” he was 

like the man who got the elephant, utterly at a loss what to 
do with it. In his management he has gained, as he 
deserved, the contempt of the whole community. Not a 

German society in the city participated in the procession; 
the French societies did not appear; the Masons were insult- 
ed ; the Irish societies of the city got up an independent pro- 
cession ; and “ his” procession consisted, in the main, of the 
Knights Templars and Masons, the St. Andrew’s Society. 
Of course the Scotch boys turned out, but they made such a 

disgraceful show, that they had better staid at home. They 
issued the following piteous appeal, for three days before the 
procession, which you will observe, is not to their members, 
but to Scotchmen,” whether members or not, and yet they 
had not in all a good sized corporal’s guard: 
ai.^'<oIRTaH i*F •“■Scotchmen are invited to turn out and join the bt. Andrews and Caledonians, to do honor to the day we cele- 
at^o’clock W1 mee*St. Andrew’s rooms, Masonic building, 

The Express Co.’s wagons and the Fire Department helped 
to stretch out the “grand” procession. Thus you see the mighty 
success of the mighty plans, originating in the mighty noddle 
of the mighty Alger, hut the firemen, mostly all Irishmen, 
had to turn out by the order of their officials. They showed 
their colors, however, and wore every man of them a piece 
of green ribbon; and when our independent Irish procession 
met the “ grand” procession under the management of “ grand” 
Marshal Alger, every fireman as he passed raised his hat. 
Thus do the Irishmen of Detroit feel one for another, and all 
for their honored old fatherland. 

TIIE ACTION OF THE IRISHMEN OF DETROIT. 
When the Captains made the above report, the greatest in- 

dignation was felt, and the wildest excitement prevailed 
throughout the whole city, and Irishmen, no matter what their 
position in life, or of what Societies they were members, 
made no bones about expressing their indignation. Father 
Mathew Society No. 1, of this city, called a special meeting 

and passed resolutions expressive of indignation, and inquir- 
ing whether there was any truth in the assertion that British 
influence ceased on this side of the Detroit River some years 
ago. Father Mathew Society No. 2, called a special meeting, 
and the following resolutions were unanimously adopted by 
them: 

Whereas, The Father Mathew Society No. 2, of Detroit, consists 
of Irishmen and Irish-Americans, and has for its objects the eleva- 
tion of the Irish character and the maintenance of its historic and 
modern dignity; and 

Whereas, We have been informed that a portion of our country- 
men, viz., the military companies of the Fenian Brotherhood, have 
been grossly insulted, and in an uncalled for manner proscribed 
from participating in the ceremonies of laying the corner stone of 
the Michigan Soldiers’ Monument, on the 4th of July, a privilege 
which, as patriotic Irishmen and Irish-Americans, was undeniably 
theirs: 

liesolved, That this Father Mathew Society looks at the above 
insult, given (as we believe, through the influence of a Canadian or 
British aristocratic corporation) to a portion of our race, as an 
attempt to trample upon the dignity and subvert the rights and 
privileges of our whole race, and an inexcusable insult to all, no 
matter what may be their position in life, or of what society they 
may be members. 

liesolved, That we refrain from participating in said procession, 
for the above reasons. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer with 
the Fenian Brotherhood and all other Irish societies of this city, 
empowered to make necessary arrangements for such an independent 
celebration of the Independence Day of our adopted land, as may 
to them seem appropriate, 

In accordance with the last resolution, a Committee of three 
was appointed by the above Society, as were like Committees 
by the several other Irish Societies, who met and made ar- 

rangements for an independent procession and celebration, 
appointing the following as the officials of the day : 

President, Bernard J. Dolan, of Father Mathew Society 
No. 1; Grand Marshal, Stephen Martin, St. Patrick’s; Orator 
of the day, Col. P. F. Walsh, Fenian Brotherhood; Reader 
of Declaration of Independence, A. E. Sullivan, of Father 
Mathew Society No. 2; and also issued the following ad- 
dress : 

Fellow-Citizens: It has pleased the parties having charge of 
the arrangements of_the monument procession, on the 4th of July, 
to deny a position in the line to an Irish military organization 
(Companies A and B of the Fenian Brotherhood and their guests 
from abroad). As said companies are mostly composed of men who 
served their country during the war, we consider their proscription 
by the committee as an injustice to brave men, against whom the 
only objection that can bo urged is, that they are endeavoring to 
do for Ireland what the lievolutionary fathers did for America, and 
exercising a privilege sacred and inviolable to all loyal citizens of 
the American Republic. 

Having reason to believe that the above injustice was done at the 
solicitation and through the influence of English partisans, and 
intended as an insult to the Irish people of Detroit, our respective 
societies passed resolutions repelling it, and declining to participate 
in a procession from which a gallant and patriotic portion of tneir 
countrymen and fellow-citizens were excluded, and appointed us as 
a committee to make arrangements for a procession to celebrate the 
birth-day of freedom in a liberal and non-proscriptive manner. 

The conduct of the majority of the Executive Committee deserves 
the most unqualified censure, as an invitation was tendered to all 
organizations that desired to co-operate with them to report through 
their representative officers; and when societies did so, the commit- 
tee assumed the right to insult and reject them, after their being 
accepted by the chief marshal, as was the case with the above desig- 
nated companies. 

Having no desire to excite unnecessary feeling on a day when all 
should be harmonious, we refrain from any further exposition of 
the wrong inflicted on us as a people: but shall proceed to exercise 
our rights with a decent regard for the day we celebrate, our char- 
acters as American citizens, and the just and honorable vindication 
of our honor and manhood. 

We most cordially invite all friends of non-proscription, whether 
as societies or individuals, to join with us and participate in our 
procession. By reporting to the chief marshal up to the time of the 
moving of the procession, places will be assigned them in the line. 
Owing to the executive committee postponing decided action in 
relation to the Fenian Brotherhood until the last moment, we can- 
not act in this matter of invitation and arrangement of procession 
as fully as we would desire. Our friends, we hope, will appreciate 
the position we are placed in. And our enemies will realize that 
English domination was struck down in America nearly ninety-one 
years ago, and that any attempt at its resuscitation will meet with a 
sure and certain rebuke. 

This address is signed by the presiding officer of the Fenian 
Organization; Stephen Martin, President of St. Patrick’s 
Society; James McGonegal, President of Father Mathew 
Society No. 2; Charles Schumm, President of the Sadeth 
Temperance Society, and the President of the Guild Society. 
The Committee also arranged the following programme, cir- 
culated in connection with the address: 

Orpheon Brass Band. 
Fenian Brotherhood. 

Carriages containing Gen. O’Neil; the President of the Day, B. J. 
Dolan; Orator of the Day, Col. P. J. Walsh; Grand Marshal, 

Major Stephen Martin: and the Reader of the 
Declaration of Independence, A. P. 

Sullivan, Esq. 
Ann Arbor Temperance Society. 

Father Mathew Temperance Society, No. 1. 
Father Mathew Temperance Cadets. 

Father Mathew Temperance Society, No. 2. 
Sts. Peter and Paul's Guild Society. 

St. Patrick’8 Society. 
Fenian Brotherhood. 

Friends and guests in carriages. 
Draymen’s Association, mounted. 

Societies not above named will report to the Grand Marshal at 
Temperance Hall, Porter street, who will assign them places in the 
line. The line of march will be under the direction of the Chief 
Marshal, and will be so arranged as not to interfere with any other 
procession. The societies will form as follows: 

Military Companies on Sixth street, right resting on Michigan av. 
No. 1 lather Mathew Society, with invited guests and Cadets, on 

Filth street, right resting on Michigan avenue. 
Father Mathew Society No. 2, and Guild, on Fourth street, right 

resting on Michigan avenue. 
St. Patrick’s Society and Fenian Brotherhood, on Third st., right 

resting on Michigan avenue. 
Carriages and Draymen’s Association, on Second st., right resting 

on Michigan avenue. 
The procession will move at 10 o’clock precisely. John McNamara, Esq., First Assistant Marshal, will give all 

necessary instructions to the marshals of the respective societies. 
General O’Neil, the hero of Ridgeway, arrived here on 

Wednesday morning by the steamer earlier than expected, as 

will be seen in the following from the Tribune of this city: 
Pkrsonai..—General, J. O’Neil, the hero of Ridgeway, arrived 

yesterday A. M., is quartered at the Biddle House, and will be 
present at the celebration to-day. He came a flank movement on 
his friends, arriving here before they knew of it. General O’Neil 
looks fleshier than when we saw him over one year ago in Canada, 
at the head of his small band of heroes, and not so careworn. He 
is every inch an Irishman, and is none the less enthusiastic in the Jb enian cause. 

lie addressed a very large and enthusiastic audience at the 

Young Men’s Hall, in this city, on the evening of the 3rd, 
and made a most powerful appeal in behalf of Ireland, and 
most eloquently rehearsed her wrongs and urged upon Irish- 
men the necessity of doing their duty. 

_____ 4 

mt 
On the morning of the 4th, Irishmen wearing the badges 

or regalia of their respective Societies, might be seen in all 
parts of the city, going to their halls, from whence they 
marched to their positions as given in the above programme. 
Of the celebration, I can say no more, or speak in language 
no more flattering or appropriate, than the description or 

report given by the Tribune. The procession numbered be- 
tween 2,500 and 3,000, and the honor of the Irishmen of 
Detroit was upheld, and the shame of their cowardly perse- 
cutors meted out, who call themselves Americans, and yet 
bend at the nod of Englishmen and the rattle of British gold, 
and whine for the purpose of securing both like whipped 
curs. Not a single occurrence took place to mar the cermo- 

nies—not a drunken man was seen on the whole route of 
procession, and not a quarrel took place the whole day. The 
following is the report of the procession and proceedings of 
the 4th of July, as given by the Detroit Advertiser and Tribune : 

THE IRISH CELEBRATION. 
The several societies whose names appeared in a previous edition of 

the Advertiser and Tribune iuct in the positions respectively allotted 
to them, and formed in procession about 10.30 a.m., marching down 
Michigan avenue to Third street, thence on Third street to Fort st., 
up Fort street to Woodward avenue, down Woodward avenue to 
Congress street, up Congress to Rivard, on Rivard to Jefferson av. 

Noticeable among the principal features of the procession was, at 
the head of Father Mathew Society No. 1, a large and tastefully 
decorated wagon, on which was mounted the beautiful banner of 
the society, neath the protecting shade of which were four young 
ladies appropriately dressed, and respectively representing Red, 
White and Blue and tho Maid of Erin. At the head of Society No. 2 
another wagon, also beautifully decorated and festooned, containing 
fourteen young misses, all dressed in white, wearing neat and tasty 
wreaths, and in all that art could do to mako attractive—the eldest 
representing the Goddess of Liberty, whilst the remaining thirteen 
represented the original States which participated in the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 

General O’Neil, the hero of Ridgeway, rode in a carriage imme- 
diately following the military companies of the Fenian Brotherhood, 
accompanied by A. P. Sullivan, Esq., and Major Stephen Martin. 
Everywhere the carriage passed, the enthusiasm of the assembled 
masses who lined the route of procession was irrepressible. Cheer 
after cheer rent the air as he passed. The ladies waved handker- 
chiefs and flags from their doors and windows, on the sidewalks, 
and some even of the ladies were enthusiastic enough to loudly 
cheer the General as he passed. Hundreds rushed to the carriage 
to get a glimpse of the “observed of all observers,” to shake hands 
with him and wish him God speed, success and health. The General 
proved himself to be a calm, modest, unassuming gentleman, endea- 
voring rather to escape than attract attention, and yet being pleas- 
ant and sociable with all, and having a kind word and a pleasing smile for everybody. He undoubtedly will long remember this occa- 
sion, and he assured us that he felt heartily pleased with his visit to 
Detroit, and was proud of his Detroit countrymen. 

THE AFTERNOON PROGRAMME. 
In the afternoon, at about 4 o’clock, the carriage containing Gen. 

O’Neil, his companions as named above, and also ex-Alderman Jas. 
McGonegal, and others, drove down to Hubbard’s Grove, where a 
picnic was held for the benefit of Rev. Father Bleynderg’s church. 
Upwards of 1,200 persons were present. Here, again, the General 
was received with enthusiasm, and was the welcome and heartily welcomed guest of all. 

SPEECH OF GEN. O'NEIL. 
Ladies and Gentlemen : I thank you most sincerely for this kind 

and hearty welcome, and I feel a great pride in my fellow country- 
men of Detroit. I came out this morning for three purposes: 1st, to 
do honor to the day we celebrate. (Cheers.) 2nd, to be with my 
countrymen and have the pleasure of witnessing them assert and 
assisting them in asserting their dignity. (Loud and prolonged 
cheers.) And 3d, to assist as far as in my power in making this pic- nic for a good and holy cause successful. (Applause.) For I feel it 
my duty here to-day to urge my countrymen to encourage and foster 
the holy religion that is dear to us, for which we have made so many 
sacrifices and which has sustained and given us strength in all our 
struggles. Yes, let us help those good and holy clergy in educating 
our children and instructing us in religion and our religious duties. 
I hope you will all be liberal in your assistance to this picnic and 
make it a success, and I again heartily thank you for your kindness 
and hope you will enjoy yourselves and that the reminiscences of 
to-day will always be pleasing to reflect on. 

Thus, you see, the Irishmen in Detroit are a unit, and, say 
“freedom and justice.” But, if possible, they say more em- 

phatically, “ death to England, her rule and her influence.” 
THE DETROIT PRESS. 

As you will perceive I copy the above report of the pro- 
cession from the Advertiser and Tribune of this city—the 
only paper in the city that considered it worth their while to 
send a reporter along with our procession. It, as everybody 
knows, gave the best report of our proceedings, and we would 
like to have the fact placed on record. 

WHO IS PATRICK MAGUIRE? 
I notice in your answers to correspondents, in last week’s 

Republic, a reply to some fellow who assumes the above 
name, and pretends to live in Detroit. He must have been fed 
in an English soup-house, as he is not fully developed. In 
fact, he is such a small thing, that the Irishmen of Detroit 
have never seen or heard of him,—and, indeed, he is so in- 

significant that his name was not considered worthy of notice 

by the compilers of the Detroit City Directory, which I 
searched in vain, in the hopes of getting some clue to his 

identity, after I failed in all other respectable channels. Of 

course, I did not go to the police record. But, enough of him ; 
this much intrusion on your space is more than he deserves. 

Yours truly, Non-proscription. 

Why are the Irish ladies of America not Called 
Upon to Exert Themselves in the Cause of Their 
Country? 

[The following letter is from the pen of a lady, remarkable 
for her devotion to the cause of Ireland. And, although our 

fair correspondent hits some of us rather hard, still we must 

confess, that she is right, in the main. The Irish ladies of 

America could revolutionize the world, if they were only to 

set themselves earnestly to work. Here is an inexhaustible 

treasure of work and wealth, which ought to be effectually 
employed for the liberation of our race and country. Why 
is it that our “ orators and chiefs seem so slow in summoning 
to their aid a power which is all but omnipotent on the 

earth—the power of woman ?—Eds. I. R-] 
Chicago, 9th July, 1867. 

Editors of the Irish Republic. 
Gentlemen : As there is much discussion at present, both 

l public and private, about the Fenian organization, and about 


