
FENIAN NEWS. 

The Fenian Dramatic Club of Chicago. 
The indirect good that Fenianism has achieved in many 

ways amongst our countrymen, can hardly be over-estimated. 
Some of us are, no doubt, much poorer because of it; many 
of us are sadder; but, we think we may safely add, all of us 

have been made wiser by it. One of the great things that 
Fenianism has done for our people is, making them think, 
or rather, giving them something to think about. There 
are hundreds of Irishmen in America to-day, who are think- 

ing, and, in a great measure, educated men, and who, but for 

the mental stimulus supplied by Fenianism, would be “mere 

clods.” The Irish mind is like one of those rich alluvial Il- 
linois prairies; all it wants is cultivation to make it a paradise; 
whereas, if left alone, it produces things rank and foul in 

nature.” 
A few weeks ago, some of our Irish fellow-citizens con- 

ceived the idea of getting up a Fenian Dramatic Club. The 

parties composing it had hardly ever before turned their 

thoughts towards the “histrionic art,” and with very little 

preparation, and very few rehearsals, came boldly out, on Fri- 

day, the 5th July, at the German Theater, Wells st., with the 

play of Robert Emmet.” To say the acting was perfect, would 
be simply ridiculous ; but, taking into consideration the short 
time that the performers had, either for study or rehearsal, j 
and the fact that most of them had been busily employed at 

their various occupations up to the very evening of the per- 
formance, their first appearance in public cannot be con- 

sidered anything but a brilliant success, and another proof 
that our countrymen have capacities to achieve almost any- 
thing they earnestly strive for. 

The leading character in the piece, Robert Emmet, was 

sustained by Mr. Crowley. This gentleman’s delivery and 

appearance were all that could be desired; and he did full 

justice to Emmet’s magnificent dying oration ; but he must 

try and infuse more animation in his parts, and use more 

action. Miss Ryan, as Judy O’GafT, and Mr. McQuaide, as 

Darby CGafF, were, decidedly, the best performers, and justly 
merited all the applause they were greeted with. We have 
seen all the great Irish actresses of the day, and unhesitatingly 
acknowledge Miss Ryan’s superiority to most of them. Of 

this we are certain, she is a much truer Tenderer of the char- 
acter of the Irish peasant girl, than either Mrs. Barney 
Williams or Mrs. Boucicault. Higher praise than this it 
would be impossible to give to a debutante. Mr. McQuaide’s 
acting was, also, very good, and his “brogue” was almost 
“ classical” in its correctness. The minor characters were all 

very fairly sustained. Mrs. Cardwell played Sarah Curran 
well, and her quiet style of acting, which some few pro- 
nounced wanting in animation, was, nevertheless, in keeping 
with the sentimental part she had to sustain. Perhaps the 
most perfect acting was that of Mr. Lavin, in the character of 

O’Leary, the old soldier. The part was, unfortunately, a 

minor one, and did not give Mr. Lavin an opportunity for 
the display of the dramatic ability he undoubtedly possesses. 

We say to the Fenian Dramatic Club, go on; you have 
commenced well, choose subjects that may ennoble and edify, 
while they instruct and amuse; every Irishman whom you 
teach to think, and to love what is true and beautiful, is 
so much gained for the cause of Ireland. 

-<i^it- 

Another Meeting in Jacksonville, 111—The Cause 
Advancing. 
Jacksonville, 111., July 7th, 1867. 

To the Editors of The Irish Republic. 
Gentlemen : William A. Campbell, Esq., of Chicago, 

delivered a lecture, on Fenianism, in the Court House in this 
city, on the evening of the 1st instant. He is an able and 
eloquent speaker. He spoke for two hours, commanding the 
respectful attention of his audience, and receiving great ap- 
plause. He gave general satisfaction, and the people here 
were highly pleased with him. He has done a great deal of 
good to the Fenian cause here. After the lecture, eight new 

members joined the organization, making our Circle here, at 

present, stronger than ever it was before. It appears that the 
Fenian movement only gains strength from opposition, 
when Mr. O’Callaghan, a Central Organizer, came here a 

short time since, the Fenian cause was almost dead here, and, 
in order to prevent it from ever again -being revived, a set of 
ruffians came to our meeting to break it up and prevent Mr. 
O’Callaghan from speaking; but they did not expect to get 
into such trouble as they got into, or to meet with such 
resistance as they did. We were determined not to surrender 
our right to speak without a struggle, and, although they out- 
numbered us, six to one, some of them suffered worse than 
we did. By our conduct we gained the respect and sympathy 
of the American people here. They felt so indignant at the 
conduct of those fellows who broke up our first meeting, that 
they hired a hall (the finest in the city) at their own expense, for Mr. O’Callaghan to speak in. They also turned out in 
large numbers to hear him, and to see that freedom of speech 
was protected. 

Mr. Campbell is entitled to great praise for the good he has 
accomplished here. I believe there is nothing preventing 
the Fenian movement from succeeding but the want of energy 

on the part of the Fenians themselves. Before now, I thought 
it was the fault of the Irish people, who would not join us. 

I must confess that I feared that we could never accomplish 
anything, from the small number engaged in the cause; for 
they are but a handful in comparison to the bulk of the Irish 
people. I was also of opinion that the people of Jacksonville 
were among the most unpatriotic portion of the Irish people. 
But I am glad that I was mistaken. The Irish, in general, 
are patriotic; all they want is zeal and energy on the part of 
the members of our organization, and such men as Mr. 
Campbell to enkindle the fire of patriotism, which is but 
slumbering in their bosoms. 

Respectfully yours, P. O’Sullivan. 
•- «'<■!> 

Earnest work in Quincy, 111. 
Quincy, III., 8th July, 1867. 

To the Editors ef The Irish Republic. 
Gentlemen : On Saturday evening, 6th instant, we had 

the pleasure of having an eloquent address delivered to us by 
that very distinquished young gentleman, Mr. Campbell, 
State Organizer, F. B., and though his visit seemed incidental 
to us, we had the happiness of having a very large audience, 
composed principally of Irish and American citizens. His 
lecture lasted fully an hour and a half, and it being so 

attractive, and so ably executed, it was listened to with intense 
silence, and created a deep sensation. Mr. Campbell is, 
undoubtedly, a first rate orator. His personal appearance,' 
and manly, yet courageous, manner of speaking, not only 
wins the enthusiastic soldier, but rouses to feeling and action 
those hitherto idle and lethargic in our country’s cause. 

We, the Fenians of Quincy, are constantly keeping up to the 

programme; we are endeavoring to do our duty ; and we will 
say to the Organization at large, that there is not another 
Circle in the country can exceed us, proportionally to our num- 

bers and means. We have, by Mr. Campbell’s agency, added 

twenty-two new members to our Circle, and we have a new 

Circle of the Fenian Sisterhood established, also through the 

agency of Mr. Campbell, which, I hope, will soon outnumber 
any other in the State. • 

Now, as there is a union established in our Organization, 
in both hemispheres, it is unnecessary to give publicity to 
details of management. This we leave to our tried and good 
officers, and the Senate. 

Let each and every Circle be actively preparing for the 
future movements, military and civil, which must, ere long, 
tax the energies of our great national Brotherhood. 

I remain, yours, 
P. C. O’Brien, Secy. F. B., Quincy, 111. 

The Fenians and the Fourth of July in Louisville, Ky. 
Louisville, July 4th, 1867. 

To the Editors of The Irish Republic. 
Dear Sirs: This, for our people and our cause, has been 

a glorious day. Although the early forenoon was as dis- 

agreeable as it could well be, the meridian shone out bright 
and beautiful on the burnished steel and gallant bearing of 
the armed soldiers of the Irish nation, marching in columns 
of fours. The streets were literally jammed with fair ladies 
and gay cavaliers, doing honor to the men who had been, as 

they are still, willing to sacrifice all in the sacred cause of 

country and liberty. From the city to the garden, the troops 
marched to the soul-stirring strains of Irish music, and fol- 
lowed by a countless throng, who, from time to time, would 

give way to ungovernable outbursts of enthusiasm. On 
arriving at the gardens, the troops formed in line of battle, 
the arms were stacked, flags flaunted, and sentinels posted 
over the approaches to the scene; and, in less time than I 

write it, the green jackets, with their fair lady companions, 
were intermingled in the delightful measures of the dance. 
Mr. McWilliams, who was present, being called on, came 

forward, and in a logical and soul-stirring manner told the 

struggles of the American colonists, and their lessons to the 
Irish people. He appealed to the reason and patriotism of 

every Irishman and woman to persevere in the future as in 
the past, until the consummation of their hearts’ best wishes 
would be accomplished. His remarks were well received, 
and were applauded to the echo. The shrill notes of the fife 

and drum, with the resonant commands from the officers, 
apprised us that the last and most brilliant scene of the day 
had come. The troops wheel into line, and the manoeuvring 
was splendid. Thus terminated a day unmarred by a single 
irregularity, and a good omen of success to the cause of Ire- 
land and freedom, in its broadest sense. M. B. 

P.S.—your paper could not be had here last week. Some- 

thing wrong. We shall endeavor to do something for the 
families of the State prisoners as soon as possible. M. B. 

LIBERATION OF FENIANS 

Roscommon, June 17.—Yesterday two of the Fenians con- 

fined in this prison for some months past, viz., Carroll and 
Murray, were set at liberty on condition that they at once 

left the country and never again visited it. They were con- 

veyed to the railway station here under an escort of police, 
commanded by F. Giveen, Esq., C. I., and Mr. Cannon, S. I., 
to proceed to Dublin by the train leaving here at one o’clock, 
a.m., en route for America. An immense number of the in- 
habitants of the town and neighborhood assembled at the 
station to see them depart.—Daily Express. 

Edward Duffy. 
June 15th, 1867. 

To tho Editor of The Irishman. 

Dear Sir : Poor Edward Duffy was indicted at the late 
commission in Dublin for high treason, but considering his 
being already on the brink of the grave, suffering from a 

pulmonary disease, the Government, in its usual tender mercy, 
subsequently modified the indictment to treason-felony. Hence 
Duffy now enjoys the benefit of the “merciful course” of 
being slowly tortured to death in a convict prison, for which 
Ireland, as the Rev. Canon Pope would say, 

“ must remain 
forever ungrateful.” 

But this is not the only act of “justice and mercy” for which 
Duffy and his relatives are indebted to certain government 
officials, or which deserves public attention. At the time of 
his arrest his two sisters were engaged separately as national 
school teachers, some few miles from Ballaghtareen. The 
authorities, of course, knew them to be his sisters, and might 
have arrested them under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, 
but such a course would not be attended with very favorable 
results to the government, and but for that, I have no doubt, 
the jails would be filled with the wives, sisters, mothers, and 
grandmothers of suspected Fenians. Therefore the National, 
or rather the anti-National Board of Education, decided, I 
presume, that the ends of justice, or the ends of vengeance 
if you will, would be satisfied by merely depriving these 
young ladies of their means of living, and consequently caused 
their dismissal. This decision was carried into effect subse- 
quent to Duffy’s re-arrest and prior to his conviction. The 
young ladies are orphans, and Duffy, of whom they are now 

deprived, is their only brother. This conduct on the part of 
the Board needs no comment. But I trust the public will 
take some steps in the matter, which will convince those 
parties that their petty acts of vengeance has not the desired 
effect, and that they need not attempt to repeat it in similar 
cases.—I am, sir, etc., F. K. 

“ The Irishman in Paris” writes as follows to his name- 

sake in Dublin: 

Touching Fenian topics, what compensation does the 
British Government intend to make to all the innocent per- 
sons it has thrown into jail under the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act? Is there no “honorable member” to 
bring this question before Parliament? If I clap a man 
into a cell under a fictitious charge, he has his remedy in an 
action against me for false imprisonment. Is what is culpable 
in me blameless in a Government ? Can’t see it, I confess, 
but I presume the fault lies with my optical organism. In 
Switzerland the other day a man named Mezas, who had been 
unjustly imprisoned, was let out at once on the discovery 
being made, his character publicly reinstated, and a handsome 
solatium made him by the State. As long as the system of 
flinging a stranger into prison, because the toes of his boots 
are not circular, prevails in your country, I for one sha’n’t 
counsel tourists to seek it. They might get a change of air 
they didn’t bargain for. I met an Irish friend yesterday. 
He was smiling—“Joy, old fellow!” he exclaimed rather 
brusquely to me, 

“ the Corps Legislatif has passed a law fixing 
three years’ residence in Franee as sufficient for naturaliza- 
tion.” That man will change his citizenship as soon as he 
can, and I know another who has registered a vow that his 
sons, if God gives him any, shall be born under the glorious 
Tricolor, and not under any mean provincial flag. 

“ Naturalization,”—it may be a protection to the man of 

foreign birth, who becomes a citizen of France, but, alas, since 
Seward has commenced to serve England so faithfully in 
Washington, it has proved a broken reed to the Irishmen in 
America. 

IDENTIFICATION OF A FENIAN PRISONER. 

Trat.ee, Monday.—Noonan, so celebrated for his railway 
exploit at Atherstone station, was identified on Saturday in 
the jail of Tralee by Waterguard Pierce and Mrs Brien, the 
wife of another waterguard, as being prominent in the Fenian 
attack on the Kells waterguard station on the quay at Caher- 
civeen.—Jrish Times. 

GENERAL NEWS. 

United States. 
We learn from Washington that, after three or four hours’ 

session, the House Committee on Reconstruction agreed upon a 

SUPPLEMENTARY RECONSTRUCTION BILL, 
with the following provisions: 

It first declares that the governments which existed in the 
ten unreconstructed States when the Reconstruction Act of 
last spring was passed were illegal and void, and were to be 
subordinate in all cases to the military commanders of the 
respective districts and to Congress only. 

Second—The act to which this is supplemental shall be 
construed to authorize the officer in command of any military 
district to remove or suspend any municipal or State officer, 
or to restrict their authority, and to appoint others, if deemed 
advisable, and to authorize said officers to set aside any act or 

provision of any such State or municipal government. 
Third—That the so-called State governments of the rebel 

States be allowed to continue as subordinate to said act, and 
subject to the control of the officers assigned to the military 
districts and to Congress, and all acts already done by said 
officers in carrying out this act shall be valid. The Boards 
of Registration already appointed shall continue, and shall 
place such names upon the registry as they deem to be entitled 
to registration by the former act. That the taking of the 
prescribed oath shall not be conclusive evidence, but prima 
facie only, and any one not believed to be entitled to vote may 
be stricken off upon proper evidence produced against him. 

Fourth—No civil court of the United States, or of any State, 
shall have any jurisdiction over any act or process of any 
district commander, or any of his subordinates, in carrying 
out this act. 

Fifth—Prohibits the removal of any district commander, 
now on duty, without the consent of the Senate, unless he be 
first convicted by court martial, or shall consent to be removed. 

THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

Held a meeting and agreed upon bills substantially like the 
above, in all except the last section. On hearing of the action 


