
last summer, stating the reasons why they failed, and that 
would the Irishmen of the United {States but stand firm to the 

cause, the green flag would wave in triumph over the domin- 
ion of Britain in North America. He had already twice 
raised his arm in behalf of Ireland’s independence, and would 
do so again as soon as opportunity offered. lie closed with 
an earnest appeal to the friends of Irish nationality to step 
forward ami do something in aid of the efforts now being 
made in that direction, with the recommendation that if there 
were anv here who would do nothing in the matter, situated 
as they are in a land of liberty and surrounded with its bless- 
ings that they should return to their old home, and once 

more experience the tender mercies of landlords of the soil. 
lie organized a circle of about thirty members. The speech 

Was well received and frequently cheered. Capt. Grace will 
siieak in the Court House again, next Monday evening.— 
Cresco (Iowa,) Times. 

SPIRIT OF THE PRESS. 

A New York Journal—Victoria and the Sultan. 

[It is hardly necessary to say that “ the defender” of Vic- 
toria Guelph”—referred to in the following article—is John 

CVMahony, and that the newspaper is the wretched New York 

rag which now disgraces the name of the Irish People.] 
A week or two ago, a model paper published in New York, 

poured forth a torrent of virtuous indignation against alleged 
assailants of Victoria Guelph’s propriety. Unkind and un- 

charitable people unfortunately exist, and there are some who 
say, but no doubt they are erroneously impressed, that the 
underlings of this pattern wife, mother, and widow, have this 
incorruptible organ subsidized, to create and foster division 
amongst the members of the Fenian organization, and that 
the patriotic exponent does in return for Treasury Gold, 
render service to the oppressor as base and demoniacal as any 
rendered by its bosom friends and patrons, Massey, Corydon 
& (Jo. Be this its it may, neither man nor newspaper can 
serve two masters, and therefore the New York hireling can- 
not act with fidelity to the Irish People, whilst it continues 
indecently to send forth laudatory encomiums of the head of 
that government and people, by whom they are kept in worse 
than Egyptian bondage. 

Our dispatches inform us, that the New York scribe’s 
paragon of matronly perfection, has communicated to the 
Sultan, that Buckingham Palace shall be placed at tluj dis- 
posal of himself, his hundreds of wives and his thousands of 
concubines, during his visit to the modern Babylon. No 
doubt but that this emblem of queenly purity will invite this 
brutal polygamist and sensualist, to her royal table, and that 
he will be intoxicated by the smiling and charming grace of 
English royalty. Perhaps those regal persons would be 
mutually pleased each with the other, and that a right royal 
match would be the result, John Brown being prevailed upon 
to become a consenting party. The convenient British Divorce 
Court machinery would of course enable the Sublime Sultan 
to set at large his eight or nine hundred spouses. This mar- 

riage need not in any way aflect Victoria’s supremacy over 
Church or State. 

Little is it to be wondered at that the virtuous and good 
Irish people, should kick against a government, the female 
head of which can hold communication with and place the 
royal palaces at the disposal of such a bestial Mahometan. 
No wonder is it, that a large portion of the English jiress is 
commenting freely on the latter career of this woman, and 
that a defender of her extraordinary conduct, can only be 
found, even for a consideration, in New York.—Fenian Volun- 
teer of July 20tk. 

Execution of Maximilian. 
We believe the action of the1 Mexican authorities was fully 

justified. 
Misled by Louis Napoleon, the unfortunate young man came 

to Mexico, and claimed the empire. He was of the House of 
Iiapsburg, a crafty, cruel dynasty. He jl»d no claim to the 
throne or crown of Mexico. He was a pirate and freebooter, 
heading other pirates and freebooters. It is time that men 
should be taught that, when they invade peaceful countries, 
and stir up sedition and strife, if they fail, swift, terrible 
punishment will follow. 

Furthermore, Maximilian was a man of blood. We hear, 
much of his being amiable. No 1 He shed blood like water. 
His prisoners of "war were led out to execution, and shot in 
cold blood. As a deliberate murderer he merited the doom 
of death. 

That the Government at Washington, which has not suffi- 
cient nerve to punish a traitor, or to bring to justice the mur- 
derers of Andersonville and Saulsbury, should interfere in his 
behalf, is no matter of wonder, nor does it in the least aflect 
our judgment, or that of the people. 

We have profound sympathy for the poor young widow of 
the Archduke, but not one whit more than for the scores 
made widows by the cruel executions under the Austrian 
reyime in Mexico. 

The charges of barbarism in the mode of executing the 
sentence, have been disproven by the report of the facts. 
Every consideration was shown the Archduke and his 
Generals, and the stern sentence of justice carried out with the 
utmost respect. 

It is also seen that Maximilian’s defense for the cruel edict 
under which so many of his prisoners were executed, is most 
lame and impotent. 

By every principle of law, bv the claims of justice, bv 
considerations ot state policy, the sentence of state policy, the 
sentence ot execution ot the Austrian invader was right; and 
we caution Americans against joining European despotism in 
the clamor against a neighboring republic, even though it be 
a weak and broken one. 

Properly treated the interference of other power* as 
impertinent, though lie answered them respectfully. He has 
shown h niself possessed of true Cromwellian dignity and 
firmness.”—Northwestern Christian Advocate. 

The Labors of Hercules.-IIow to cleans* tlie Chicago river—Get Horace Greeley to bail it out. 
A Change—Aaron .Sweat, the negro candidate for Con- 

gross in the Cheraw (S.C.) district, is prosecuting his canvass 
with groat vigor, and is quite confident of sudfcfcss. 

MEETINGS, LECTURES, ETC. 

An Extraodinary Discovery. 
The Remains of an Icelandic Woman, buried in 1051, 

with Trinkets, Roman Coins, etc., exhumed below 
the Great Falls of the Potomac—A Remarkable 
Runic Inscription—America Discovered by the 
Irish. 

The following is a further account of the alleged remark- 
able discovery near the falls of the Potomac. Before agree- 
ing to accept the statements as entirely credible, it may be 
well to await the opinions of gentlemen of good scientific 
reputation at Washington : 

To tho Editor of the Washington Union. 

Permit me through your columns, to publish the details of 
the discovery near the city of Washington, of the remains of 
an Icelandic Christian woman, who died in the year 1051, 
and of the inscription in Runic characters which marks her 
grave, the announcement of which has already sped by tele- 
graph through the New World to the Old—to publish a fact 
which materially affects the history of the discovery of Amer- 
ica by Europeans, by adding one more proof to the many 
now generally received by historians, of the extraordinary 
voyages by the adventurous Northmen, without compass or 

quadrant, to the eastern coast of this continent, five centuries 
before the landing of Columbus, and to fix the extent of their 
inland explorations, at least in one direction ; besides, to 
record some curious items with respect to the habits and 
customs of this lmrdy people ; to note a most interesting spe- 
cimen of their early monumental characters, or Runes; to 
confirm, in a most striking manner, the authenticity of the 
Icelandic historical sages ; and to give another illustration of 
the great length of time it requires to write an accurate and 
truthful history. And in doing so I shall endeavor to be plain 
and brief; but if I do not give all the minutiae, I crave the 
indulgence of your readers to await the publication, within 
the coming year, of the full account of my archaeological re- 
searches in the Orkneys, Iceland, America, etc., wherein the 
more copious text will be accompanied with maps and draw- 
ings. 

THE SKALHOLT SAGA. 

In 1863, in digging about the ruins of the ancient college 
at Skalholt (which is said to have been built in 1057, bv 
Bishop Isleif,) in Iceland, the Latin MS., bearing date 1117, 
and now known as the Skalholt Saga, was exhumed entire. 
This was, before this time, unknown, except from a fragment 
in the famous collection of MSS. of Arnas Magnceus, wdiich 
was destroyed by fire. It is a most remarkable story, appar- 
ently written by a monk, purports to give an historical 
account of the explorations of the Icelanders in the new-found 
Vinland, and in the country to the south and west, called 
Huitramannaland, or Ireland in Mikla, (Great Ireland,) 
which is spoken of as having been long before discovered and 
visited repeatedly by the Irish. (This is a most important 
statement; for although them are numerous allusions in the 
sag:is, and even in the Landnamabod, of unimpeachable ver- 

acity, of this earliest discovery of America by the Irish, they 
are but vague and uncertain.) It also narrates the adven- 
tures of the Northmen with the Skradings, i. e., small and 
puny men, as they styled the natives in derision of their cow- 

ardly and skulking habits. And among other things, there 
is an account of a voyage, under the command of Hervardur, 
along the coast of Huitramannaland, in a southerly direction 
from Vinland, (Martha’s Vineyard,) where they had wintered 
and repaired their ship, and thertce north and northwest, up a 

sea, and various rivers, the ascent in one of which was finally 
stopped by a succession of. falls, to which, from their general 
shape and foamy appearance, they gave the name of Ilvid- 
saerk, or white skirt. These falls are particularly noticed, for 
it is stated that, in their neighborhood, the illegitimate daugh- 
ter of Snorri, (who was born in Vinland, and was a son of 
Karlsefne by Gudrid, the widow of Thorstein,) was killed 
with a small spear (an arrow,) and buried near the spot 
where she fell. Now Sir Thomas Murray, to whom the Skal- 
liolt Saga was referred by its discoverer, Mr. Philip Marsh, 
and by whom it has recently been translated into English, 
hits conjectured that the sea, here spoken of as receiving the 
waters of several large rivers on its Western shores, and up 
which the adventurers seemed to have sailed, is the Chesa- 
peake Bay, and from some observations as to the length of 
the days and nights, by which the latitude was determined, 
he supposed that the Whiteslrirt Falls was the Great Falls in 
the Potomac river above Washington—the only falls in any 
of the Chesapeake rivers. But this he mentioned as the 
merest fancy, to which no importance could be attached. How- 
ever, but to anticipate the substance of this letter, it is now 

permitted me to say that the authenticity of theSkaholt Saga 
being indisputably established by the recent discovery of the 

very grave of the daughter of Snorri, the speculations of this 
learned gentleman are proved to be correct. The confirma- 
tion of this saga will also clinch the theory that the Irish 
were the first Europeans to discover the continent of America. 

TIIE DISCOVERY. 

With this interesting saga, as well as many others in my 
mind, since my arrival in the United States, I have made 
several trips to the Great Falls of the Potomac, to ascertain if 
ijny traces of the visit of Hervardur were to be found. Hav- 
ing examined the prominent rocks above and below the tails 
for a distance of several miles, on the 28th of June, 1867, in 
company with M. Louis lequereux, the distinguished geolo- 
gist, Professor Brand, of Washington, and Dr. Boyce, of Bos- 
ton, I had the happiness and satisfaction to discover the most 
indisputable proofs of this early Icelandic voyage, in a Runic 
inscription, marking the grave of an Icelandic woman, named 
Suasu, and afterwards by exhuming the partial remains of a 

human body in the very spot indicated by the Runes. This 
inscription, te which I have given the name of the White shirt 
Runic Inscription, is on the northeast side of the large rock 
commonly called the Arrow-Head,” in the Potomac river, 
two miles below the Great Falls, and about thirteen above the 
city of Washington. It is protected by the over-arching of 
the rock above, and was, when discovered, partially covered 
with lichen. A very crooked spruce-pine, with a hole about 
seven inches in diameter, has grown up near by, and has not 
only served also to shelter it for the past century, but now 
indicates its location, for it is the only spruce pine within a 

circle of two hundred yards radius. The upper left hand 
corner of the Inscription is five feet above the ground, the 

I lower right hand corner three feet. The letters are about 

| three inches high, and vary in depth from an indentation just 
perceptible to an eighth of an inch. The inscription consists 
of six lines, which, in length, are a little shorter than usual 
in Navok inscriptions, but this is altogether governed by the 
surface of the rock. The rock is a very hard sandstone, gray, 
with a brownish tint, about nineteen feet long, seventeen high 
and twenty-seven to nine broad. It rests upon its southeast 
corner, and has a grain running at an angle of seventy degrees 
from the plane of the river’s surface, and pointing to the 
northwest. It is without fissures, and has but few loose spalls. 
The human remains were found Bix feet from the inscription, 
nine from the root of the spruce, and thirty-two from the 
water mark on that day, the river being a little above its 
average height. i i 

INSCRIPTION. 

The White-shirt incription, transposed into Roman letters 
(with the signs and indistinct and restored Runes in brack- 
ets,) reads as follows: 

'[Sign vi] HIRIIVILIR SYASY [signT] FAGRITARDR 
[sign X] AUS[TFIR]TIIINGR [1KJIAK1LDI SY[ST]R 
TII[OR]G SAM[FETH]RA [word or sign obliterated] 
HALFTTIR1T[UGR] [sign X] GLEDA GUD [sign X] 
S[AL II]ENAR [sign X] MLI [unknown sign.} 

Which, translated into English as nearly literally as possi? 
hie and omitting the signs, read thus: 

Here rests Svasv, or Suasu, the fair-haired, a person from 
the east of Iceland, the widow of Kjoldr,and sister of Thorgr, 
children of the same father.twenty-five years of age. May 
God make glad her soul. 1051. 

This remarkable epitaph is written in the ancient style of 
Runes, known as the Navok, a variety found only in the Ork- 
neys and the isle of Uarljof. Its characteristics are well 
marked, consisting chiefly in combining the perpendicular 
stroke—the letters i,j, or e—with the following letter, if the 
letter has no diagonal stroke to the left. Compared with the 
more common variations, the Helsing and Stafkars Runes 
(the former of which is distinguished by the want of the per- 

fiendicular stroke, only the diagonal stroke being left, the 
atter by a very long perpendicular, on which several letters 

are written by means of the proper diagonal strokes under 
one another,) it is easily recognized by being the most regular, 
the deepest cut, and having more frequent and various signs, 
heathenish and (latterly) Roman. It is also by far the most 
ancient variation, though it was employed with remarkable 
purity on monumental 6tones in the Orkneys as late as the 
fourteenth century. 

The Potomac inscription has also some negative character- 
istics, which are of sufficient value to be noticed here. It has 
no letters distorted with curves and ornamental lines. It 
hence possesses in its nakedness and clearness a characteristic 
of the most ancient Runic inscriptions. It has no “Pricked 
Runes,” as those characters were called, which the monks 
added to the Runic alphabet to make it agree entirely with 
the Latin, a specimen of which is found in the Kingiktorsoak 
inscription, bearing date 1135, and the Fardur stone, bearing 
date 1147. 

It has no cryptographic characters, wdth the exception of the 
characteristic of the.Navok Runes already spoken of, a style 
of monograms which is found in numbers in the Cave of Par- 
adise, in Iceland, and on the monuments near Sigtuna, 
Sweden. It has no figures of men or animals. If has no Ro- 
man letters intermingled with the Runic; it lacks,hbnce, the 
peculiarities which the famous Assonot, or Dighton Writing 
Rock, in Mas'sdchnsetts, is said to possess—for I have not yet 
examined this inscription personally, and speak but from 
report—namely,figures,Roman letters, as well as cryptographs, 
and all in inexplicable confusion. In fine, although the epi- 
taph of Suasu was engraved more than half a century after 
tlie introduction of Christianity into Iceland, and marked the 
grave of one doubtless born in the true faith, yet it contains 
nothing foreign or Roman save the crossand the signification 
Of the date of death. It is hence one of the purest and most 
important Runic inscriptions that are at present known. 

A verbal analysis, also, of the Hvidsa?rk inscription may 
he interesting to your readers who are not familiar with the 
language and literature of Iceland, and who may wish to 
understand more fully the epitaph of Suasu. 

Hir livilir, here rests, -was the usual beginning of Christian 
ep?ta]ihs throughout Europe during the middle ages, and has 
continued even to this day. The name of Suasu is not given 
in the Skalholt saga, she being spoken of there only as the 
illegitimate daughter of Snorri, a famous character of that 
period, and as having possessed her father’s form, courage and 
strength to a wonderful degree. Fagrhardr, fair-haired, is 
the same as harfagur, the same as Ilarfax. and synonymous 
with the English Fairfax. It is curious that Suasu should 
have this epithet bestowed upon her, and not some term ex- 

pressive of her extraordinary strength, if she was the person- 
age mentioned in the Skalholt Saga. Kildi and Thorg are 

the dative case of Kjoldr and Thorgr, and are governed by 
the proposition af, of, understood. The former is mentioned 
onee in the Skalholt Saga as having a single-handed battle, 
as he stood up to his waist in the water, with the Skradings 
of Vinland who had surrounded him in their little boats. 
He is not mentioned in connection with Suasu, nor is it stated 
that he w:u? killed in this combat with the natives. Thorgr 
is only incidentally mentioned in the Skalholt Saga ; he was, 
however, a well known personage, and had a lineal descend- 
ant in the celebrated living sculptor, Thorvaldsen. Samfetra, 
same father, hints at a laxity of morals to he inferred rather 
than expressed. It is here a most important word, for it 
identifies Suasu, the sister of Thorgr, as the illegitimate 
daughter of Suorri Thornfinson, the well known father of 

Thorgr, and gives the most remarkable confirmation to the 
statements of the Skalholt Saga. Tlalf-thritugr, twenty-five 
years of age, is peculiarly Icelandic, and deserves particular 
notice. It literally is half thirty, that is, half of the third 

ten, or two tens and the half of a third. This was the com- 

mon use of half when joined to words denoting a person s 

age. Gleda Gud sal henar, May God gladden her soul, took 

the place of the now common Ilcquiescat en pace. It occurs 

again in the Pricked Rune inscription of'the el^yenth or 

twelfth century, known as the Runicstone of IgaliKko. MIR., 
though in Runic characters, is doubtless for the Loiiiaii 

letters here given, or expressed in the Arabic figures, 1061. 
This mode of writing the date was common alter the tenth 

century; for example, mcxxxv, in the Kingiktorsoak inscrip- 
tion ; MOLV, on the liitvir Slab, Iceland, and mxxi, the earliest 
date yet discovered, written in this manner on the lintel ot 

a window in the church at Vardolfjord, in^the Orkneys. 
The signs are of two kinds: the holy cross, introduced by 


