
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Notice. 

We are requested by Thomas Lavan, Esq., of Cleveland, 
S. C. F. B. for Ohio, to request the delegates to the approach- 
ing Fenian Congress, to go first—on their arrival in the city 
of Cleveland—to the Fenian Hall, 142 Seneca street. They 
will there receive information as to the most suitable places 
where they can obtain hotel accomodation. 

-<<«»»- 

E. E. McE., Portland, Maine.—You ask us—and the same 

request has been made by others, hundreds of times during 
the last three months—to give the very words of “ the May- 
nooth oath.” Here they are: 

“I, N. N„ do take Almighty God and Ilis Holy Son, Jesus Christ, 
to witness that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to her most 
gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, and will defend her to the utmost 
of my power from all conspiracies and attempts whatever, that shall 
be mado against her person, crown, or dignity. And will do my ut- 

most endeavor to dissolve, and make knoxen to her Majesty and her 

successors, all treasonable and treacherous conspiracies which may 

bo formed against her or them. And do promise to maintain, sup- 

port and defend to the utmost of my power the succession of the 

crown in her Majesty’s family. 
" And I do swear that I will dofend to the utmost of my powor, 

the settlement and arrangement of property in this coxintry, established 

by the law noxe in being. I do truly decline, disavow, and entirely 
abjure any intention to subvert the present Church Establishment, 
for the purpose of substituting aCatholic Establishmentin its stead. 
And I do solemnly swear that I will not exercise any privilege to 
which I am, or may become, entitled, to disturb and weaken the 
Established Religion and Protestant Government of this country. 
And I do solemnly, in the presence of God and of His Holy Son, 
Jesus Christ, my Redeemer, profess, testify, and declare that I do 
make this declaration, and every part thereof, in the plain and 
ordinary sense of the words, without any evasion, equivocation or 

mental reservation whatever, and without any dispensation 
whatever, already granted by the Popo, or any authority 
of the See of Rome, or any power whatever, and without 
thinking that I am, or can be, acquitted before God or man, or ab- 
solved by this declaration, or any part of it; although the Pope, or 

any person or authority whatever, dispense with or annual the 
same, or declare that it was null and void from the beginning. So 
help me God.” 

J. B. M., Cincinnati.—We have not in our possession the 

poem to which you refer, “ A scene in an artisan’s garret in 
Dublin.” Should we succeed in procuring a copy of it, wTe 

shall give it a place in our columns. “ Monckton West” is 
the nom deplume of a Mr. O’Donnell, who was formerly editor 
of the London Universal News. He is a man of considerable 

ability, and, in what is called poetry, is unquestionably the 
most successful imitator of Tennyson now extant. Those who 
consider the Laureate of the English Queen a true poet will 

perhaps regard this as a recommendation. We take the 

liberty on this, as on most other matters, of “thinking for our- 

selves.” This latter attribute, like Sam Weller’s new clothes, 
is “ a werry unusual circumstance,” and, as the world is now 

constituted, is generally attended writh inconvenient conse- 

quences. 

A.L. Catena,III.—When we stated that your friends at W- 
had not yet got up the club which they have been bothering 
and bungling about for upwards of three months, we did not 

by any means intend to insinuate that you had any blame in 
the matter. We are well aware that you did everything that 
lay in your power with the not very workable material which 
presented itself. But it is not easy to carve marble statues 
out of common earth, and still less it is possible to compel 
animals to drink who have no thirst for water. We thorougly 
cointide in the sentiment, which you have so well expressed, 
that “ all such Circles as have no news depots of any kind,” 
and consequently no suitable newspapers, “should be supplied 
with one or two truly national Irish journals direct from 
headquartersand that “ there would be more gain than loss 
by the transaction,” is, in our opinion, absolutely undeniable. 
The plan which is still in vogue, and which has long been 
pursued, is to send out an organizer, who makes an exciting 
speech, and afterwards forms a Circle, which Circle as a 

general rule lives a week or two, and then dies of inanity 
and neglect. This is solemn trifling, and the sooner it is put 
an end to the better. If we wrere not afraid of giving offense 
to well intending men—which we would be sorry to do—we 
would say more on this subject. But for the present we shall 
content ourselves with giving a very faint utterance to our 

melancholy conviction that no rational steps, beyond public 
speeches, are being taken, or will be taken, to educate our 
people for the arduous work and high destiny which are un- 
questionably before them. After this you will be prepared to 
lear us say, that we adopt both your words and sentiments 

w en you say, “ I am Borry that sufficient attention has never 
been given to this matter by the principal officers of the F. 

am one of those who prefer to spend a dollar and make 
two, rather than to spend one and make none.” We wish we could give you more encouragement in your laudable endea- 
vor to get these absurd arrangements advantageously altered. 

Chicago Agent. 
Mk. Frank Lawler, 207 South Defines street, is duly authorized to collect and receipt bills. Any moneys paid to 

him, and duly receipted, will be acknowledged at this office. 
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The Maynooth Oath. 
There is no Government on earth so liberal in the 

matter of worship as the English Government, pro- 
vided you make Heaven secondary to British aggrandize- 
ment. Let your first prayer ascend for the “ Queen and 
the royal family, with a long and extensive continuation 
of the same/’ and the balance of your orisons can be 
offered up to any divinity and before any shrine you 
choose. Indeed, the preservation of English supremacy 
is the first requisite for any creed. After the safety of 
that is assured, Heaven can take care of itself, for Eng- 
land don’t much care what god is up or down. 

Many of our people believe, unsophisticated simple- 
tons as they are, that England is terribly hostile to the 
Catholic worship, and that her persecution of Ireland is 

owing to the Catholic creed being professed by a major- 
ity of the Irish people. Alas ! good friends, if you go 
back to the times when England was Catholic, you will 
find the Irishman as strongly hated and persecuted as— 

we were going to say the Catholic of to-day, until we 

thought of Bishops Moriarty and Cullen, the pets and 
favorites of the English Government. If our simple- 
minded contrymen, who believe that England persecutes 
the Irish for being Catholic, will take the trouble to 
refer to the letter of Donald O’Neil, King of Ulster, to 

Pope John, they will there learn “ That the English 
monks thought little of going out of a morning, and 
shooting down Irishmen; then returning and celebrating 
Mass, with their hands red with the blood of their vic- 
tims.” They will learn that Ireland has been, is, and 
will be persecuted for daring to dispute with England 
her rights to “ life, liberty, and happiness,” and not for 

any peculiar mode of worshiping the Creator, which is 
but a secondary consideration with England. 

Let the Catholic Irish people forget their history and 
their God, so far as to follow the political teachings of 

Moriarty of Kerry, and adore the British Constitution, 
as being “ spotless as the sun”—let the Protestants, on 

the other hand, become rebels to English supremacy, 
and we w-ill soon see how little the u civilizer ” cares for 

spiritual affairs, when they interfere with her material 

prosperity. Indeed, the secret of England’s greatness 
lies in the simple fact, that she would never allow 'Eng- 
land to be sacrificed at any altar, nor allow any altar to 

rise in the land that would not help to exalt herself above 
all beliefs. On the other hand, may we not trace Ireland’s 

misery to her willingness to be sacrificed, that other 
nations might be saved ? 

But of all these matters some other time. Our busi- 
ness is now with the cause of Fenian denunciations by 
the paid and sworn servants of England, the Catholic 

priests from Maynooth College, Ireland. At the request 
of several correspondents, we publish in this issue, in 
our “ Answers to Correspondents,” the Maynooth Oath. 
We have refrained from so doing heretofore, hoping that 
we might be able to save Ireland and Christianity from 
the disgrace of giving publicity to the blackest and 
basest treachery ever practiced on a suffering people, the 

selling of their country and race, of their lands and 

lives, for a paltry pittance. 
When O’Connell gained the Catholic Emancipation, 

the English Government saw at once the necessity of 

securing the loyalty of the Catholic priests, who were, 
in days gone by, the leaders in rebellions; and they 
granted Jto the Catholic College of Maynooth some 

£30,000 per annum, with some other privileges, and in 

return, required that all students, on entering the College, 
should subscribe to the oath—lenown as the Maynooth 
Oath. 

At the commencement of each term, the President of 
the College, accompanied by a British Magistrate, comes 

into the Hall of the College, and the President calls 
out two or three at a time, and the British Magistrate 
administers the oath that binds them forever to England. 
Should any student object or hesitate, he is hustled out 
without any ceremony. 

I We beg of all our readers to weigh every word and sen- 

tence of the oatli, and see if an Irishman who takes it 
can be better than a Massey or a Corydan: 

“ I, N. JY., do take Almighty God, and His Holy Son, Jesus 
Christ, to witness that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to 
Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, and will defend her to 
the utmost of my power from all conspiracies and attempts whatever if at 
shall be made against her person, croun or dignity. And will do 

my utmost endeavor to dissolve AND MAKE KNOWN TO 
HER MAJESTY AND HER SUCCESSORS, all treason- 

able AND TREACHEROUS CONSPIRACIES WHICH MAY BE 

FORMED AGAINST nER OR THEM.” 

Can anything bo more binding on a human being 
than this ? The latter part is fearful, taken in a Cath- 
olic sense, when the oath is directed against the secrecy 
of the confessional, and the priest swears “ to do his 
utmost to dissolve and make known all conspiracies 
There is no doubt whatever but the English Government 
intended that this oath should open the confessional, 
and the student must take it without any mental reserva- 

tion whatever. 
“ And I do swear that I will defend to the utmost of my 

power THE SETTLEMENT AND ARRANGEMENT OF 
PROPERTY IN THIS COUNTRY ESTABLISHED BY 
THE LAW NOW IN BEING.” 

That is, lie must protect the landlords, who have 
robbed our people of their rightful property. He must 

not lift a voice for any change in the existing relations 
of landlord and tenant. The people may be turned 
out of their homes, and villages made into sheep-walks, 
poorhouses may overflow, ships filled with emigrants may 
blacken the sea, the dead flung overboard may pave the bot- 
tom of the ocean with their bones; still, it is all according to 

the “ existing law,” and he must not seek for change, for 
has he not SWORN BEFORE THE ETERNAL GOD 
and His Son to support whatever is actually in existence ? 
No wonder that tenant right, and all other movements 

for the people, have failed in Ireland. The above is 

bad, but what follows is worse, where he swears— 

“ I do truly declare, disavow and entirely abjure, any in- 
tention to subvert the present Church Establishment for the 

purpose of substituting a Catholic establishment in its stead. 
And I do solemnly swear that I will not exercise any pri- 
vilege to which I am, or may become entitled, to disturb and 
wealceu the Established Religion and Protestant Government 
of this country. And I do solemnly, in the presence of God 
and His Holy Son, Jesus Christ, my Redeemer, profesR, 
testify, and declare that I do make this declaration, and 

every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the 

words, without any evasion, equivocation or mental reserva- 

tion whatever, and without any dispensation whatever, 
already granted by the Pope, or any authority of the 
See of Rome, or any power whatever, and without think- 

ing that I am, or can be, acquitted before God or man, or 

absolved by this declaration, or any part of it: although/ 
the Pope, or any person or authority whatever, dispense with 
or annul the same, or declare that it was null and void from 
the beginning. So help me God” 

Now, here is a man who is to become a Catholic 

priest, and lie swears to do nothing that will in any way 
disturb or weaken the Established Church. How can a 

priest do his duty without endeavoring, every hour of 
his life, to weaken the Established Church and strengthen 
his own? He even takes an oath denying the power of 
the Pope to absolve him from its fearful obligations. 

Now, when we take into consideration that Maynooth 
sends out more priests yearly than all the other colleges 
in Ireland together, and that nine out of ten of the 

young students who come to America have taken this 

disgraceful and sinful obligation, we can easily account 

for the Fenian denunciations. 
No man who has taken “ the Maynooth Oath ” can 

be true to his God or to his country. He takes the 

bloody hand of England, and swears allegiance to her, 
and spits on the graves and on the faith of his fathers. 
In as far as trying to drive Irish Catholics—who will 

be nationalists—out of the Church, the Maynooth priests 
are carrying out their programme in denouncing F eman- 

ism, and forbidding “ green jackets in the house of 

God.” 
Can those Maynooth traitors be true to Ireland ? Can 

they be true to religion? Can they be true to libeity ? 

Can they be true to America? They are bound by 
indissoluble links to England, and wherever they go 

they must do their 11 utmost to dissolve and make known 

all treasonable conspiracies 
” against her. This they are 

doing, not alone in Ireland, but in America. Those 

men are in our midst, the enemies of liberty every- 
where. A considerable portion of the Iiish priests of 


