
session, it would never do to retain patronage in the hands of 

the landed gentry as at present. Mr. Cumming said that a 

Patrons’ Church and a People’s Parliament could not co- 

exist. Mr. Wallace held that if the “no surrender policy” 
were to be the rule of the Established Church of .Scotland, 
she would be swept away by the rising tide of democracy, 
and that the aristocratic flag must not be the banner which 

they hung out. Mr. Stewart, of Liberton, Rev. Dr. Nisbet, 
and Rev. Mr. Stevenson were opposed to the adoption of the 
overture.' The popular election of ministers was, in their 
eves an unmixed evil, and led to nothing but a system in 
which factious demagogues and busy-bodies carried all be- 
fore them. 

On Wednesday week, a ceremony interesting to all Presby- 
terians, and* especially to those of the West of Scotland, took 

place at Drumclog, on the site of the battle, historically 
world-wide known, which was fought on Sabbath, 1st Jline, 
1679, between the Covenanters for Presbyterianism and Cla- 

verhouse in the interest of Prelacy. In the year 1839, a 

monument was, by subscription, raised on- the battle-field, 
but not being of a very substantial character, after a few years 
it began to show symptoms of decay, and ultimately became 
almost a ruin. A desire having sprung up in the neighbor- 
hood some time ago to have it renewed, it was unanimously 
resolved, at a meeting called for the purpose on the battle- 

field, that means should forthwith be taken for its restoration. 
This time it was resolved that the monument should be of 

granite, that a very handsome design should be selected ; and 

accordingly there is an obelisk supported by a pedestal with 
various ornaments. The obelisk will be 25 feet high. 

Feegee. 
The Australian papers give a full account of the murder 

of Rev. T. Baker, Wesleyan missionary, Shadraeh Seilela, a 

native assistant missionary, a native catechist and six (na- 
tives) students in the circuit training institution under Mr. 
Baker’s superintendence. It appears that they were endea- 
voring to cross over to the island of Viti-levu, so as to arrive 
on the coast at Vuda. On the 20th of July they reached the 
principal town of the Vavosa tribe, and though not cordially 
received, went peaceably to rest. Next morning, Mr. Baker 
observed that the natives were excited, and told his compan- 
ions that they must be off, or they would all be killed. After 
concluding the morning devotions, he stepped out again, 
when a chief approached and said: “Come, let us show you 
the path to Vuda.” They all started off; the chief leading 
the way with a battle-ax in his hand. After going about 
one hundred yards, one of the students, who had stopped to 

speak to a native, saw the people rapidly coming out of their 
houses, with guns and clubs, and hurrying after them. 
Rushing to his comrades, he exclaimed: “We are to be 
clubbed.” At the instant Aisea, one of their number, who 
was carrying a tin box on his shoulder, was struck with a 

club from behind. The box, however, received the full force 
of the blow, and merely glanced against the left side of his 
head. He dropped the box and rushed from the path. Mr. 
Baker turned round at once on hearing the stir behind, and 
said: “Don’t run away,” or “Don’t,” when the chief, who 
was immediately before him, turned suddenly round and 
struck him on the back of the neck with his axe, and he fell 
dead upon the spot. The native minister, who was but a few 

yards behind, stooped down over the body to kiss it, saying 
as lie did so, 

“ We will die together with our missionary,” in 
which position lie, too, was chopped down. All the party 
were instantly dispatched, with the exception of Aisea and 
Josefata. These men only ran a few yards and then threw 
themselves down and crept under the long and decayed reeds. 
By the exercise of a great amount of skill both of them 
managed to escape and convey the tiding?! to the headquarters 
of the missionaries. The savages who perpetrated this in- 
human tragedy are to be punished. A military force is to 
be sent into their country for the purpose. 

SPIRIT OP THE PRESS. 
The Irish Question. 

From the Chicago Pogt. 

The execution of Allen, Gould and Larkin, which was 
clamored for bo loudly by the English press, in the hope 
that it might deter the Fenians from outrages, has evidently 
failed of its object, while the prohibition of funeral honors 
to these men, already looked upon as martyrs to the cause of 
Irish independence, has served but to intensify in Irish 
breasts the hatred of a Government which is regarded as the 
cause of all the woes which have lighted upon the Green 
Isle” for a hundred years past. And, as an indication of 
the popular consternation which now prevails throughout 
Britain, English statesmen, who held up their hands in “holy 
horror,” a few years ago, because the American Government 
chose to suspend the operation of the writ of habeas, corpus 
in a time of rebellion, and who denounced the act as uncon- 

stitutional and atrocious, are asking for the suspension of the 
writ in England itself. 

What Poland is to Russia, Hungary to Austria, or Candia 
to Turkey, Ireland is to England. It is the “Roman Ques- 
tion” to England, but with a difference. Rome asks annex- 

ation to Italy, of which she naturally forms a part, and Louis 
Napoleon, and despotic Europe denies the prayer. Ireland 
asks separation from England, of which it is less a part in 

territory, language and national characteristics than Poland 
is of Russia, or Hungary of Austria, and from which it is 
scarcely less distinct than Candia is from Turkey, and Eng- 
lish bayonets and Rodman guns say, No ! ” And yet the 
very politicians who control the English Government, and 
dictate its policy, when a class of men speaking our language, 
occupying our common territory, and identified with us in 
all respects except with reference to a single “ institution,” 
chose to rebel to secure the perpetuation of human slavery, 
demanded that we should allow them to “ go in peace.” If 
the statesmen who urged this chalice upon us so persistently 
should have it pressed upon their own lips, it would be one 
of those compensations of justice which prove that a Provi- 
dence guides the events of national history. Indeed, the 
I-risli people have claims to independence, based upon dif- 
ference in language, territory, religion and national charac- 
teristics, which our rebels had not. Whether they will use 
that independence wisely, or the reverse, is another question. 
We assume no more right to determine their claim to inde- 
pendence on this ground than we had to decide against the 
right of -self-government by the Mexicans, when they were 

atruggling against the effort to force upon them a foreign 
despotism. It is to the anomalous attitude of England with 
regard to Ireland, rather than to any inherent sympathy 
in the minds of Englishmen with despotism, that the 
policy of the English Government, with reference to the 
Mexican, the Roman and the Eastern questions, has been due. 
A nation whose natural promptings are in behalf of freedom, 
has been hampered and restrained, and had its sympa- 
thies perverted to the support of despotism by participation 
in the crime. But for this the natural love of Englishmen 
for liberty w'ould have led them to become the companions 
of freedom among the w’eaker nations, rather than the in- 
struments for forcing despotism on them. 

-- 

England and the European Revolution. 
From the London Saturday Review. 

That England is a country changing every day, and almost 
every hour, with increasing rapidity, is obvious to everyone. 
In a great many ways this change is unpleasant, and in some 

ways it is very serious to those who have got hold of the 
right end of the stick of English life, and consider them- 
selves entitled to a perpetuity of the comfort and respect- 
ability to which they were born. There is undoubtedly, 
when regarded from the point of view of the comfortable 
classes, a spirit of insubordination and self-assertion most 

painfully visible in the lower classes. There is more of 
bold, outrageous ruffianism in the floating population outside 
the pale of decent society. There is a foolish, purposeless 
uppishness in servants, who are always giving warning for 

nothing and behaving like crushed but spirited beings. 
Every one aims at a sort of senseless grandeur. Housemaids 
have given up getting wages, and ask for a “salary gover- 
nesses have given up getting a salary, and ask for a “stipend.” 
The poor are very poor, but it is almost impossible to get 
any work out of them. A woman who will do a real day’s 
work at sewing or house-cleaning is scarcely to be had for 
love or money. The lower classes are rebellious without 
thriving, and are corrupted by the insolence of riches in 
which they do not share. All this has its good side, we will 
hope, and merely symbolizes a period of transition, with its 
inevitable defects and ugliness. At any rate it is unavoid- 
able. It comes from railways, and cheap newspapers, and 
cheap fiction, and cheap clothes, and the decay of the old 
territorial system of morality, and the expectation of demo- 
cratic triumph. As we cannot help or alter it, we are not 

going to cry over it; but very lately there have appeared 
symptoms of a new change in English society which are 

really worth remarking. Hitherto we have been insular in 
our social difficulties and collisions. Some, people always 
wanted something which the existing Constitution did not 

give them, hut which they conceived they had aright to have 
because they were Englishmen. It was nothing to them that 
foreigners had or had not got privileges and advantages, or 

were poor or rich, happy or unhappy. They wanted to have 
Englishmen contented in England, and that was enough for 
them. They hated this or that English institution or class 
or person. They would get rid of the king, or lords, or the 
clergy. The House of Commons was corrupt, feeble, or pre- 
judiced. All the good things belonged to a few fine people, 
and this was neither right nor English. But the grievances 
and the remedies were alike English and local; and even the 
social revolution going on around us and increasing every 
year in intensity never made us think of other countries. 
The pert maids wanted to slip out of church to show their 
cheap finery to English eyes, and grand governesses took 
affront only in English homes and to the annoyance of 
English families. The poor were becoming more and more 

alienated from the rich, but it was only to herd together, and 
nurse their misery and their sadness and their ill-will in 

company. Dissatisfaction meant dissatisfaction with the 
Government, and was based on the theory that, if some 

change in government were made, the evil could be mended. 
Ballot, or Manhood Suffrage, or legislation to the taste of 
Trade Unions, was to be the cure, and then all would be 
well. 

But recently a new spirit has, according to the unanimous 
statements of those who know them best, seized on the most 

energetic and stirring and typical part of the English poor. 
They are no longer insular and local in their feelings and 
aspirations. They have become an offset of the great 
European party of revolution. This is a vast change, and 
an important one, and alarms even those who are accustomed 
to think of themselves as popular leaders of opinion. The 
execution of the Fenians at Manchester has been widely 
received in England with comments of a new kind. There 
is not much blame thrown upon the Government. There is 
nothing like what we ordinarily mean by disloyalty. Full 
allowance is made for good intentions, for the honesty of the 
motives which prompted those in authority to distinguish 
between the murder of Brett and a political crime. But the 
execution of these men lias been taken as a crowning sign 
that the Government has separated itself, and that all the 
governing classes have separated themselves, from the cause 
of European democracy. 

The Calcraft Apologist. 
From the Philadelphia Universe. 

The Tablet alone, amongst the Catholic journals of Great 
Britain, has come to the aid of the Government in reference 
to the Manchester executions. It does not venture to say 
honestly that the Government acted rightly in putting the 
three men to death. But it asserts that the best plea against 
the execution of the sentence”—“the principle that the in- 
fliction of capital punishment for political offenses not only 
fails to produce the intended effect in deterring others from 
imitation, but serves as an incentive to multiplied repeti- 
tions”—is neither established nor capable of proof. The 
Tablet is satisfied that all the arguments against the execu- 
tion have been fully considered by the ministry, and de- 
nounces as a wicked, malignant and baseless calumny,” the 
statement that the judges, the Secretary of State, and the 
government “ did not wish to show mercy and would not 
have rejoiced at it, if they could have persuaded themselves 
that their duty allowed them to do so.” After this sneaking 
attempt to whitewash the ministry, the Tablet proceeds to 
make a violent attack upon the Irish Catholic press which 
has unanimously protested against the executions, and whose 
opinions have been amply justified by the various demon- 
strations of public feeling that have since taken place, among 
which the procession in this city yesterday stands conspic- 
uous. The Tablet has the audacity to charge the Irish jour- 

nals with a desire to make party profit out of the executions, 
because in the discharge of a ppblic duty they warned the 
government of the fatal co^equences of the fearful mistake 
that has been made in putting these men to death, to over- 
awe Fenianism, and because they now, when justified in the 
event, deplore that their warnings were not heeded. A more 
calumnious assertion than that of the Tablet was never made. 
The Irish Catholic press, the Tablet tells us, has much to 
answer for. It is at least guiltless of the subserviency of the 
Tablet, which, to please a patron, undertakes the defense of 
Lord Derby’s Calcraft Government. We confess we are 
somewhat astonished at the presumption of such a journal 
as the Tablet lecturing the whole Liberal Catholic press of 
Ireland on its guardianship of the interest of the country. 
Anything more foreign to the liberal sentiment of Ireland 
than the politics of the Tablet could hardly be conceived. Its 
articles on Irish questions have been systematically opposed 
to Irish wishes and feeling, and have done an amount of mis- 
chief far more than is commensurate with the welfare of 
the journal itself, for they have been used as an effective 
weapon by the Evening Mail and the Orange press in general 
to misrepresent and caricature Irish Catholic opinion. And 
this is the journal from which the Irish press is to take its 
lesson !—Cork Examiner. 

(There are three Catholic (sic) papers in London which 
are quite as excessively bloody in regard to Ireland as the 
Times itself: they are the Tablet, the Weekly Register, and 
the Westminster Gazette. We hope there are no subscriptions 
for these sanguinary sheets in this country.) 

France, Italy and the Pope. 
From II Diritto, Florence, Italy, 

Now, at last, light has come. We know that France does 
not think Rome necessary for^Italy ; she thinks, instead, 
that the temporal power of the Pope ought to be maintained. 
We know that Napoleon denies the work of Garibaldi, Ca- 
vour, Victor Emmanuel, and all Italy, and, in order to main- 
tain the Pope, we know that France puts forward two meth- 
ods: either a secure guarantee on the part of Italy or mili- 
tary occupation. 

This point being now completely cleared up, the time has 
come for the Italians to think seriously of their fortune, 
and to choose a decided course which will extricate them 
from the uncertain state in which hitherto they have lived. 

The only solution, we think, would be war. 

It is rare, indeed, that a casus belli arises which is so spon- 
taneous and lawful as that which the Italians now have 
against France. She denies our right, our unity ; she vio- 
lates the September treaty by military occupation, and then 
demands the fulfillment of it from us. 

In particular, she behaves towards Italy in a way which a 

nation of twenty-five millions, even if it were wrong, would 
hardly tolerate. There is amongst nations a dignity to be 
preserved, and in international relations a measure of propriety 
which respectable States always know how to preserve. 

Italy, instead of this, is treated by France almost as if she 
were the Principality of Monaco. That alone would be suf- 
ficient to arouse the indignation of the nation and urge it on 

to war. 

The English and Greek Churches. 
[It appears that our dear friends, the Pan-Anglicans, are 

about to take Russia, as well as the United States, into their 

pious embrace. The Archbishop of Canterbury has sent a 

letter to the Greek Church, of which says the Scotsman .•] 
“ Even in its native and English form, the style is enough 

to make the reader thankful that his Grace had not much to 

say, formed as that style apparently is, half on the model of 
a royal proclamation and half on that of a collect. Consider- 
ing what the subject of the letter is, we might be absolved from 

criticising anything beyond the style were it not that, al- 

though written in a religious sense, it is pretty sure to be 
read in a political one. The “ Eastern Orthodox Church ” 

addressed by the Primate consists chiefly of, and for all 
practical purposes is represented by, the Church in Russia; 
and it is only for political ends that it is ever suffered to oc- 

cupy itself to the slightest extent in affairs foreign to its 
native soil. It has already played into the hands of diplo- 
matists in Turkey and at Jerusalem. If it is now permitted 
by the Czar to respond to the Archbishop’s invitation to in- 

terchange civilities with the Anglican Church, it will be for 
the sake of strengthening the Russian alliance with England. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

“ Nothing short of Moscow will satisfy Dr. Longley and 
those for whom he speaks. Thousands of English clergymen 
are actually longing for recognition bv the greedy bishops 
and the drunken village popes of the Russian Church. Un- 
fortunately, the greater eagerness they show, the less likely 
are they to be successful. In habits of mind and wavs of 

feeling, a Russian Churchman is an Oriental, and all Orien- 

tals suspect professions of extreme friendship to be signs ot 

weakness. From the time that Napoleon vowed eternal 

friendship with Djezzar Pasha, the wily Eastern judged— 
correctly, it so happened—that the infidel was in need ot 

him.* And so the patriarchs and bishops, in the face of Eng- 
lish overtures, will with difficulty believe that their brethren 
here are quite satisfied with their own position. If Angli- 
can ordination is valid, and Anglican orthodoxy unspeckled, 
why, these Russian monks and priests will ask, do those en- 

joying them and professing faith in them show such anxiety 
to get their conviction clinched at Constantinople or Moscow 

* * * ****** 
“The object the English bishops have in view may be a 

good one, but the quarter in which they seek to attain it is 

not good, no more than the steps by which they attempt to 

reach it are wise and well adapted _ 
for their purpose. ot 

to lose hold of the sympathy and respect of the English laity 
might be supposed of more importance to the Church o Eng- 
land than to gain that of the Russian clergy. Yet the second 

cannot well be compassed without risking the loss of the first. 

The satisfaction of no ecclesiastical scruple can ever seem to 

the bulk of men as sufficient to justify the choice of bad com- 

panions and the approval of their immoral conduct implied 
in such a choice. Now, all sober testimony agrees in affirm- 

ing the Russian bishops and popes to be as contemjitible and 
worthless a class of men as any existing on the face of the 
earth. The upper clergy are slaves to the Government 
and tyrants to their inferiors—will do anything for money 
and nothing for religion or morality. The parochial clergy 

I are, many of them—and it would almost seem a great major- 


