
became President, and immediately notified Mr. Savage 
that the Senate was ready to pass on the names of his 
seven men, if he would send their names in to that 
body. 

This is where the union which the people thought 
consummated began to resolve itself back to its former 
elements of discord. 

Mr. Savage did not understand that the names of the 
seven men from his side were to be subjected to the 

Senate at all, but that each party should select seven 

men from each side, and that the two sevens should 
meet on even grounds, elect the necessary fifteenth mem- 

ber of the Council, the fifteen to elect the President of 
the united body, and then the whole to be governed by 
the Philadelphia Constitution. 

General O’Neill persisted in his rendition of the basis 
for union, and his sworn duty to support the Constitution. 
Mr. Savage did not recognize the Constitution until the 
union was perfected. 

Thus the matter stood until the publication of the 
letter from Mr. Savage—in this issue of our paper— 
demanding of General O’Neill to submit the whole 

subject to the arbitration of three men, one of whom 
was to be chosen from each side, and these two to elect 
the third, the decision of the three to be final and bind- 

ing on all. To this General O’Neill responds at length, 
to the effect that his oath of office will not allow him to 

comply. Thus the matter stands, and so the Brother- 
hood—which is really one in sentiment and object—is 
kept apart for a technical misunderstanding. We 
have noticed throughout the negotiations for union some 

of the most masterly fencing on both sides, in order to 

find an opening in the adversary to give him a stab in 
the ribs, and the whole thing has been manipulated, it 

appears to us, so as to get some side to acknowledge its 
error in the past, by becoming subject to the authority 
of the other. Now, Irishmen are so constituted, as a 

general thing, that if they once take up a cause they 
will persevere in it forever, rather than beg off by ac- 

knowledging their error. This is the great cause of the 
failure of the late union negotiations. No side will 

acknowledge its error. In our opinion, it should not be 

required, but that an equal platform should be formed 
where both sides should come in with all honors, colors 

flying, drums beating, mutual forgiveness for the errors 

of the past and congratulations for the future. There 
have been errors committed, but surely there has been 
much to be proud of. We are all working for Irelaud, 
but pulling against each other. Shall constitutions, or 

men, keep us apart ? If they can, we are unworthy of 
that liberty about which we prate, but violate the first 

principle, necessary to its accomplishment—union ! 
We suppose each side will go before its constituents 

to find out who has the advantage of the argument. Our 
advice to the country is, to return the answer, England 
has the best of the argument. 

Nothing but a general convention will do the work. 
The people arc anxious that the leaders should waive 
a point; but the leaders arc stoics, and will not budge 
a jot. Let Ireland go to the dogs, while we squabble 
how the past must be vindicated. 

41 mm 11_ 

Political Morality. 
Milton, in one of the many noble passages which he 

has left to instruct and delight mankind, complains bit- 
terly that his lot had been cast on “ evil times.” lie 
was sent as a light amid the darkness. The one shone 
upon the other, but was not “ comprehended ” by it. 
His high principles and far-seeing purposes, as a cham- 

pion of human liberty—the God-like creations of his 

imagination, as a child of genius—were, to the gross 
multitudes whom he so earnestly desired to elevate, little 
more than what pearls are to swine. Unable to appre- 
ciate their value, they turned away from them, and 

from him, by whom they were bestowed, with hatred 
and contempt. 

We, who come from “the old lands,” whose people 
have been reduced by the corrupt governments of Eu- 

rope to a state of ignorance and wretchedness, which 

are, in many respects, worse than savage, can form a 

pretty correct estimate of the vital necessity of preserv- 
ing and maintaining a pure and high-toned political 
morality in the affairs of this great Republic. We know 

that on this, in no small degree, hangs the happiness of 

unnumbered millions who shall live throughout the unborn 

generations by whom we are to be succeeded. We know, 
too, that on it hangs the present fate of the grand con- 

test which is being waged between light and darkness, 
between liberty and slavery, between monarchical de- 

spots and Republican freemen. So long as old Repub- 
lican Rome was pure, just so long were her people free. 

With venal corruption came kingly pomp and imperial 
tyranny. The laws that govern the universe, and that 

rule the nature of man, have not changed since that day. 
In all ages, lands, and climes, they arc immutably and 

invariably the same. Is America to continue free ? Is 
she to be the light that will lead the other nations of 
the earth to liberty ? The answer depends very much 

upon whether or not her citizens, at this present hour, 
are resolved on maintaining truth and purity in the ad- 
ministration of their civil and political affairs. 

So far as the social fabric is concerned, if we look to 

some of the revelations lately made in certain divorce 
courts of this country, it is no exaggeration to say that 
the times on which we have fallen are very far from 

good. In point of pollution and crime, some of the 

young cities of Western America can rival the time- 

worn capitals of the oldest of European nations. This 

is a bad eminence on which to set our young civiliza- 
tion. It is ominous of coming evil. For, if such are 

the parents, the instructors and exemplars (?) of the 

rising race, what can the children be expected to be- 
come ? 

Rut it is with the political morality of the country 
that we are more immediately concerned. IIow stand 
we in respect of this ? It would, we are well aware, be 

unjust to bring sweeping charges, and to condemn whole- 
sale the people and Government of a great nation like 
this. There can be no question that the latter is con- 

ducted on better and loftier principles than most of 

those with whom we can just now compare it. While 
it is as needless as to say that the sun is in the firmament 
at noonday, to assert that the people of America are 

more free and enlightened than those of any other land. 
All that is emphatically and undeniabty true Rut it is 

not, by any means, the point in question. If the people 
of America are not better and purer than those of the 

effete, king-ridden countries of Europe, then the fate of 

this country is sealed, and the prospects of the down- 
trodden nations of the earth are dark and discouraging 
indeed. They must be immeasurably superior in every 

way—more enlightened, more free, more personally and 

politically pure, more earnestly and enthusiastically de- 
voted to the best interests of their country and of their 
kind—if America is to maintain her more than royal 
ascendency in the vanguard of the nations, if the strug- 
gling peoples of all lands are to be taught how to rend 
their chains and rise to the dignity and happiness of 
real freedom. Now, the question is, are we generally as 

a people, are we especially as politicians, the style of 
men who are likely to keep the lamp of liberty burning 
in its purest brightness, and to cause its holy light to 

pierce the deep darkness of besotted ignorance and of 
merciless enslavement to the very ends of the earth ? 

What, for instance, is the general character borne by 
our stump-orators and class politicians in this country ? 
The inquiry is far from an irrelevant one. The persons 
we allude to swarm in multitudes all over the country. 
They are in close and frequent contact with almost every 
individual in society. They have immense influence, 
and will undoubtedly do much to shape the destinies of 

this great nation. Are they, as a rule, men of enlight- 
ened intellect or of finished education ? Do they love 

I liberty and right for their own sakes, or for the pelf and 

place which professed attachment to them usually 
brings ? Are they temperate in their habits, select in 

their associates, dignified in their demeanor, or moral in 

their character ? We heartily wish we could in all 
instances honestly answer those questions in the affirma- 
tive. Rut wc have at this moment in our mind’s eye 
a specimen of this class—a man whom we once saw 

“ running ” for State senatorial honors among our 

neighbors of Indiana. Ignorant, loud, bold, brassy, 
untruthful, intemperate—was he, or was he not, a type 
of too many who are, God help us, 

“ leaders of the peo- 

ple ” in this free and enlightened land ? 

Take the general Government. Let us begin with its 

recognized head. Without alluding to the exhibition 

made before the world by Vice-President Johnson, on 

! the day of the second inauguration of the late lamented 

Lincoln, let us direct our attention to certain transac- 

tions which are said to be taking place daily and nightly 
in the White House at Washington. We take up the 

daily papers, and are coolly informed that one married 
woman of improper character—in plain words, an un- 

blushing adulteress—has lost her scandalous situation 
as “ favorite ” of a certain pious potentate, and that 
another as bad, or worse than her polluted predecessor, 
reigns in her stead. We further learn that the former 
feathered, not only her own nest, but, by her influence, 
got situations for her husband, (!) for her brothers and 
cousins, and relations even to the remotest degree ; yea, 
and when that was done, that she made herself immensely 
rich by selling Government appointments to each and 
all who had cash to buy. Let our readers ponder the 

example here set to society in the high places of the 
land. 

When next we turn to Congressional affairs, we are 

confidentially told by some small wire-puller, who has 
been “on business” at Washington, that such and 
such a member, whom he deliberately names, can 

make his seat worth so much; and that by naviga- 
ting through the Legislature such a Bill, in behalf of 
certain “ claims,” or companies, he cleared, say, to speak 
very moderately, fifty or a hundred thousand dollars. 
Are these things true ? If they are, it is time they 
were attended to. 

Who has not heard of the Whisky Tax, and how the 
Excise officials, appointed by the present Executive, have 
done their work so well that they have secured to the Trea- 

sury of the United States the goodly sum of time cents out 

of the two dollars per gallon, which was the duty sup- 
posed to be levied on distilled spirits ? Here is a 

gigantic swindle, embracing the entire country, and 
extending its ramifications into every city and village 
and saloon from Maine to California. But we will be 
told a new law has been passed, which will put an end 
to it. Will it? We greatly fear that the big flies are 

too strong to be caught in such cobwebs. It was said 
of old that love conquers all things. In modern times 
it is money. 

Would it be too much to assert that there are hun- 
dreds of thousands in the American Union, who make 

place hunting the grand pursuit of their lives ? Talk 
about devotees in religion. Your devotees of place are 

the most devoted worshipers the world has ever seen. 

When the leeches are so numerous, the patient runs 

no small risk of exhaustion. 

As a matter of course, our State Governments copy 
as closely as possible the example set by their national 

prototype. The New York worthies, who profess to 

represent their constituents, but who really serve them- 

selves, in the city of Albany, have gained for themselves 
a very extended and most unenviable renown. During 
their last year’s session, a gentleman—who was trying 
to obtain a charter of incorporation for a company, whose 

object was the settlement of certain unreclaimed lands, 
(in Texas, if we recollect aright,)—was bled, by the 
“ lobby,” and their “ honorable ” associates in the As- 

sembly, to such an unconscionable extent that he quietly 
gave up the game, and—after being “ done” out of some 

ten or fifteen thousand golden dollars—he got what he 
wanted without the cost of a single cent, from the 

neighboring Legislature of New Jersey. During the 

very same season, a friend of ours was called on busi- 
ness to the State capital of Illinois. Being detained 
there for three or four weeks, he saw and heard more 

of and concerning the Legislatorial “ takings” and 

doings than he altogether either admired or approved. 
Why, the price of the vote of almost every member of the 

Legislature was publicly discussed in the bar-rooms and 
saloons of the city. Now, is not this shameful and 

shocking ? 

Are our municipal corporations one whit more pure 
than those legislative bodies of which we have been 

speaking? Take New York city as a specimen. As 

the Cossack Hetman exclaimed, when lie looked down 

on the city of London from the dome of St. Paul's, 
“ Mine Gott, what a plunder ” Why, the thing is 

famous, or rather infamous, over the entire civilized 
world. If anyone doubts this, let him read the items 

of the salary of our prosperous countryman, Mr. Richard 


