
GENERAL NEWS. 

United States. 
The report from the Committee on Foreign Relatione in 

regard to the rights of American citizens has given rise to 
much comment among Congressmen, and it is thought that 
the Representatives will pass the measure with a few amend- 
ments. General Banks’s report on the subject has been 
submitted. The report is more belligerent in tone than the 
bill, and a large portion of it is devoted to the rehearsal of 
the sufferings endured in British prisons by Americans who 
have been arrested on various charges during the last twelve 
months. Mr. Sumner, who is at the head of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs in the Senate, does not regard the bill 
with much favor, and will, it is understood, hold it in his 
Committee until the Government can have an opportunity 
to consult with the new British Minister, who is expected 
here next week, and who has received instructions on this 
subject. 

Mason, of Virginia, the author of the infamous Fugitive 
Slave law, and formerly the rebel envoy to England, and 
always the embodiment of the utter heartlessness and brutal 
arrogance of slavery, asserts that the question of reconstruc- 
tion lies in a nutshell, and is simply this, whether the blacks 
6hall be remanded to servitude or be put out of existence. 
To his mind these are the only alternatives for the negro— 
servitude or extermination; and he (Mason) is clearly of 
opinion that, in the present crisis, when the obstacles to re- 
turning the negro to slavery are rather stubborn, the shortest 
and best way is to exterminate. This lofty and magnanimous 
view of the white man’s duty to the black; this generous and humane mode of disposing by one fell swoop of an 
entire people, is held by Mason to be not only strictly consti- 
tutional, but to be in harmony, on all points, with both law 
and Gospel. There is another plan proposed for the solution 
of this great question, How the blacks can be disposed of 
and the whites dwell forever in peace and prosperity ? which 
differs widely from the Mason plan, inasmuch as the exter- 
mination is left entirely out, and in its place it is proposed to 
educate, elevate, and enfranchise the negro. Instead of 
knocking the poor black on the head and flinging him into 
fhe ditch, it is thought better to wake him up to a new life 
of citizenship and elevated manhood, and by this means 
make him to-day contribute new strength and cohesion to 
the foundations of the State. 

The Liberal authorities of the city of Mexico have un- 
earthed some Imperial documents, which show that the New 
York Herald was in league with Maximilian’s Minister of 
State, to write up the monarchy. This unearthed correspond- 
ence likewise contains a letter from Mr. McMaster, editor 
of the New York Freeman’s Journal, offering his services to 
the Emperor. In hearty sympathy with those who were 
attempting to build up an oligarchy in the Southern States, the Herald and Journal very naturally desired to aid those 
who were endeavoring to overthrow constitutional liberty in 
Mexico. 

We have the latter documents (those written by Abbe 
McMaster) in our possession, and will give a few extracts 
from them one of those days, for the purpose of—letting the 
truth be known about certain worthies that we wot of. And 
this is the fellow that is now proposing to make Pendleton 
the President of the United States ! 

"Oh, for a forty parson (Abbe) power,” To chaunt thy praise, hypocrisy j” 
A bill has been introduced to the House of Representa- tives at Washington, proposing to provide that in case a 

Senator of the United States becomes Vice-President of the 
United States by means of being President of the Senate pro 
tempore, and in case his Senatorial term expires before the 
Presidential term expires, he shall continue in office until 
the end of the Presidential term, the office of Senator alone 
becoming vacant. 

Phis, if passed into a law, will secure the continuance of 
the Hon. Benjamin Wade as acting Vice-President of the 
United States, and—in case of the impeachment and removal 
of Andrew Johnson—his (Mr. Wade’s) elevation to the 
supreme seat of authority. The cause of Ireland has no 
firmer friend in America than Bfen. Wade. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer says that the election to Con- 
gress of the notorious John Morrissey has had a wonderful 
effect upon the ambition of shoulder-hitters in that city. A 
prominent member of the Fourth Ward roughs considered 
the ladder of preferment before him, and he has mounted the 
first round by securing the delegates from his own ward to 
the nominating convention of the First Congressional District. 
Kandall, the present member, has been the friend and patron of the new candidate, and in this way has raised up a foe 
which will crush him in his next attempt to reach the House 
of Representatives. 

It is stated that Goldwin Smith is really contemplating a 
residence in the United States. At the close of a recent 
lecture, in response to the vote of thanks awarded to him as 
chairman, he took occasion to disclaim any intention of 

to °e an Englishman, but significantly added that: Wherever he might be, in whatever country his literary avocations might cause him to fix his residence, he would still be a good Englishman, a loyal subject of the English sovereign, and grateful to his English friends.” 
It would be well if Irishmen and Americans were to 

imitate his example-not in loyalty to Queen Brown, but to 
Ireland and America. 

bfnr ^hi duc^ the Iowa Legislature to pro- vide for the establishment of a Reform School, for the reformation of such boys and girls, under the age of eighteen years, as may be committed to it; for the government and 
management of the school, under the direction of a Board of Trustees composed of six persons who shall choose the 
Superintendent and other officers of the institution. It is 
provided that a boy or girl, under the age of eighteen years, convicted of any crime, except murder or manslaughter, may be sent to this school, instead of the State Prison and that 
any such youth, charged with any such crime, may waive 
trial by jury, and upon examination be Bent to the Bchool by order of the County Judge. Vagrant youths and “incorrigi- bles” may also be sent to the school upon proper complaint and hearing. The rules laid down in the bill for the man- 

agement of the Reform School, and the labor and education 
of the inmates, are dictated by wisdom and the spirit of 
humanity. There can be little doubt, I think, that the main 
features, at any rate, of Mr. Parvin’s bill will become the 
law of the State. 

It may be set down as sure that the lands heretofore con- 

ditionally granted to the Dubuque and Sioux City Railroad 
and the McGregor Western will be returned on account of 
the failure of those corporations to comply with the con- 
ditions of the grant. The other roads will not be fought any 
in these respects, but an act against discriminating tariffs 
will be energetically contended for. The irrepressible Mr. 
McNutt, of Muscatine, a Representative of long experience 
and much influence, is making this question one.of his spe- 
cialties, and the general feeling in that direction is strong. 

The Republican State Central Committee of Illinois have 
issued a call for a State Convention, to be held at Peoria, 
May 6th, for the appointment of delegates to the Republican 
National Convention, and for the nomination of candidates 
for Presidential electors, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Auditor of Public Accounts, Treasurer, Secretary of State, 
Attorney General, a Congressinan-at-Large, and three Pene- 
tentiary Commissioners. 

A new liquor license law, of which the following are the 
most important features, has been introduced in the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature: The penalty for selling without a li- 
cense shall be $50 to $100; no dealer shall sell between ten 
o’clock on Saturday night and sunrise on Monday; no inn- 
holder after eleven o’clock at night; if a wife or other friend 
shall notify a seller not to sell to a certain relative, and he 
does so, he shall forfeit $50 for the first offense, and $100 for 
the second, one-half to go to the complainant; the licenses 
shall be issued by Boards of Selectmen and Aldermen ; the 
price of licenses shall be: For a wholesale liquor dealer do- 
ing a business over $100,000, $600 a year; less than $100,000, 
$500. Wholesale grocer, over $100,000, $600; under, $400. 
Retail grocer, over $10,000 a year, $300; under, $100. Inn- 
holder from $50 up to $400, according to the capacity of the 
house, and if capable of accommodating over 200 guests, 
the license shall be $600. The income shall go, half to the 
State, quarter to the county, quarter to the city or town. The 
license shall be based on the sales of the previous year, and 
dated from the first of April; if licensed later in the year, 
pro rata. Distillers of spirits, over 1,000 barrels a year, pay 
$500 ; less, $300 ; of all, over 1,000 barrels, $200 ; under, 
$100. The bill requires that at least two licenses shall be 
issued in each city and town where suitable persons apply 
for them. 

An Eight-Hour bill was introduced into the Pennsylvania 
Legislature on Thursday. It is an exact copy of the Illinois 
and New York laws, which are both perfect nullities so far 
as their practical operation is concerned, and its passage 
cannot, by any possibility, better the condition of the labor- 
ing people. 

A bill has been introduced into the New York Legislature, 
which provides that it shall be unlawful for one first cousin 
to engage or agree to marry another first cousin of the same 

consanguinity. Any person violating the proposed law may 
be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000, or imprison- 
ment for not longer than one year, or both fine and im- 

prisonment. 
The Republicans of Tennessee, in their State Convention, 

held yesterday, adopted a platform which will challenge the 
admiration of every intelligent freeman in the world. It 
declares as sound political principles : 

1. The unalterable and unconditional support of the 
Union. 

2. The administration of the government by those who 
saved it, and not by those who sought its destruction. 

3. No steps backward in the cause of freedom. 
4. General Grant for President in 1868. 
5. Congress to be supported in its struggle with an apos- 

tate Preside^. 6. Free education for every child in the State. 
7. Encouragement to immigration. 
8. The maintenance of the rights of manhood, irrespect- 

ive of color or race. 

By this sign shall the Republicans of Tennessee and of 
the whole Union conquer in the coming election. 

The charter by which the Camden & Amboy Railroad 
Company has exercised a monopoly of steam transportation 
across the State of New Jersey during the past quarter of a 

century, expires by limitation at the close of the present 
year. Several attempts have been made during the past few 

years, to induce the Legislature of the State to revoke this 
charter, but without success. The question naturally arises 
whether the company possess the power to obtain a renewal 
of the charter. To check the monopoly, if such a thing be 
possible, petitions are pouring into the Legislature. These 
petitions are couched in emphatic language, and are very 
numerously signetl by all classes. The petitioners declare 
that the railroad monopoly has kept New Jersey, for a quar- 
ter of a century, from moving on in the natural highway she 
pre-eminently possesses, of progress and prosperity in inter- 
nal improvements, in the development of her agricultural, 
mineral and industrial resources, until it has made the State 
odious and contemptible to the people of all the States in 
the Union. They urge the Legislature to prevent the State 
from being further oppressed and laid waste by the extension 
or renewal of an odious and destructive monopoly, and to 
enact a general railroad law, to enable the people in every 
section of the State to have railroads wherever they are will- 
ing to build them. 

Miss Emma Hunt was elected Enrolling Clerk of the 
Lower House of the Kansas Legislature. It is probably the 
first case of the kind on record. 

A negro was fined $5,000 and sentenced to the penitentiary 
for two years, at Indianapolis, on Saturday last, for having 
married a white woman. 

The January number of the “North. American” opens 
with a paper, curt in style and strenuous in statement, on the 
present commercial condition of Boston, contrasting it with 
the growth and prosperity of New York and Chicago, and 
showing why it has been left behind in the race of material 
improvement. In 1837, Boston was a city of great foreign 
trade and enterprise. Ships unloaded at her wharves from 
every business port in the civilized world. Since that time, 
the population within the city limits has more than doubled, 
and has overflowed into all the towns in the vicinity. The 
industrial increase has been eight-fold, in 1866 the money 

> value of its manufactures having been eighty-six millions of 

dollars, against less than eleven millions in 1837, and exactly 
equaling the return of the whole State for that year. The 
increase of its wealth has been four-fold. But for the last 
ten years, its foreign trade has been declining, both the ex- 

ports and imports having fallen off nearly fifty per cent. 
“ She no longer sends out her ships to every auarter of the 
globe. The warerooms of her manufacturers do not swarm 
with buyers from every part of the land. She has not opened 
new channels of intercourse with the West. She is not bet- 
ter known. She does not bear that proportional influence 
with the country now that she did then. She has lost much 
of her influence and all of her prestige. That steam inter- 
course with Europe which was planted with her twenty-five 
years ago has by no means flourished and waxed strong. 
Time now, more than ever before, is money, and Boston is 
still and must ever remain twenty-four hours nearer to Liv- 
erpool than is New York. A passage already quoted lias 
shown how and why New York was through years to a de- 
gree dependent on Boston for her communications with 
Europe. Yet not ten, nor six, nor four steam packets for the 
Old World leave her docks now for one which did so twenty 
years ago.” The writer throws out several suggestions for 
reforms in the conduct of business, believing that the lost 
ground may be recovered, and that “ Boston may hope again 
to resume her former course of nicely balanced development, 
and to leave that large class of towns of which Manchester 
and Lowell are types, and to take her place among the sister- 
hood of cosmopolitan cities.” 

England. 
It is unspeakably ludicrous to witness the terror into which 

the valiant Britishers have been thrown by a few half-armed 
Fenians. Read the following: 

The London Times of the 7th of January contains the 
following note of the preparations against the Fenians: 
“ During the last few days extra precautions have been 
adopted by the officials for the safety of the powder magazines 
at Upper Castle, Chatham, in compliance with instructions 
received to that effect. Her Majesty’s paddle-wheel steamer 
Adder has been relieved of her ordinary harbor duties, and 
is moored off the arsenal, a number of warrant officers and 
seamen, in addition to the ordinary vessel’s crew, being 
placed on board for special service by day and night, Lieuten- 
ants Morrell and Oliver, of the Wellesley, seventy-two, 
having charge of the vessel and crew. A couple of Armstrong 
guns have also been placed on board, and during yesterday 
nettings to prevent boarding parties getting on board the 
vessel were being fixed. Throughout the night armed boats’ 
crews are constantly sailing backward and forward along the 
harbor frontage of the castle, and every boat passing after 
nightfall is challenged and overhauled. A careful survey 
of the approaches to Upper Castle from the land side has 
been made by General Murray, accompanied by the officers 
of the staff of the Royal Engineer establishment, and every 
precaution adopted by the posting of sentries and patrols of 
police constables to prevent any access being gained to the 
arsenal.” 

In Somersetshire, England, a clergyman named Prince had 
a parish between Bridgewater and Taunton. He was a 

scholar and good preacher, as far as delivery and composition 
go. He sometimes inculcated strange dogmas, and his doc- 
trinal enunciations from the pulpit became more bizarre on 

each succeeding Sunday, until at last the Rev. Mr. Prince 
announced to his surprised hearers that the Savior of the 
world was embodied in his reverend person; that he was 
the Prince for them; and that those who would believe in 
him should surely go to heaven. A certain Miss L., an ac- 

complished and beautiful young woman, who had attended 
this blasphemous divine’s ministrations, was the first convert 

to the new religion. Miss S. soon found a co-religionist in a 

rich married woman. With the wealth which these infatu- 
ated women placed in Prince’s hands, this pretender built a 

large house, with a chapel in the center, and a conservatory, 
in extensive grounds—naming his paradise the Agapemone, 
or abode of Love. Into this abode Prince and his con- 

verts retired. The conditions of entrance to the Agapemone, 
and of securing salvation, were, that the candidate should be 
well supplied with the one thing needful to Prince, money, 
and, if they were married men, having their wives, that they 
should agree to the rules of the house, i. e., to have all things 
in common. For years the Agapemone flourished, quite a 

numerous body of Princeites having taken up their residence 
in this abode of immorality. Married women quit their 
husbands to follow Prince, and give him their property, and. 
a few disreputable clergymen and men of property also 
joined his society. Prince began his establishment in style. 
The house was furnished luxuriously, and the richest exotics 
were in the conservatory. He drove in an elegant equipage, 
with four horses and outriders, two men running by the 
carriage with spears, and when he left the Agapemone his 
converts and domestics bowed before him. The Agapemone 
is now comparatively deserted; the four-in-hand has been 
replaced by a one-horse brougham; money is scarcer and 
women become c’onverted less frequently. Last November a 

woman who had quit her husband to become a Princeite, was 

claimed by her husband at the Agapemone. Mr. M. found 
the iron doors closed, and admittance was denied him. He 
went to Bridgewater and asked assistance. An indignant 
populace accompanied him to the Agapemone and assailed 
the doors with crowbars, forcing an entrance. Mrs. M. was 

not found, Prince having gone with his convert on a trip to 
the South. Mr. M. ascertained his wife’s whereabouts aboiit 
a month after her conversion, at which time her belief in 
Prince was not to be shaken, and she refused to return to her 
husband from Prince’s Paradise. 

The number of- women of mature years, i. «., above the 

age of twenty, who must remain single in consequence of the 
actual disproportion of the sexes in England and Wales, is 

between 300,000 and 400,000. The number of adult women 

who actually are single is 1,537,000, of whom 1,230,000 are 

between 20 and 40 years of age. ... 

Starved to Death on Christmas Day.—A terrio e 

story of starvation comes from London. A poor woman, 

who had nothing to eat all Christmas Day, went out next 

day, with her infant at her breast, to pick up a few pence Dy 

selling colored-paper ornaments. Suddenly, to use her .own 
words, she found her little one “go cold and stiff, and on 

lifting her shawl to look at it discovered that it was dead. 

A postmortem examination showed that the child hah died ol 

sheer starvation; and the doctor who made it predicted that 

its mother, if not carefully tended, would soon die *r°m the 

same cause. A parish surgeon’s assistant, who was sent for 


