
the catastrophe. Henceforth, there won Id be no military 
force required and supported by us for Ireland, there would 
be no Irish police, there would be no Irish grievances, no 

more remedies for them, no speeches, and no votes about 
them There would be no more Irish grants ; no Irish jobs; 
no Irish patronage, or provision for Irishmen in India and 
the colonies. In short, there would be an end of Ireland as 

a subject of domestic policy. But what would her own con- 

dition he and the condition of her people? Suppose the 
Channel fleet vanquished, if not annihilated—the whole 
British force captive or disloyal—Ulster dismayed or collu- 

sive, and the Irish Republic solemnly proclaimed on the 
Blarney Stone, or the Curragh of Kildare, or in the Phoenix 
Park, Utiblin. What would be the next step? Necessity 
and precedent would agree in demanding a Convention to 
settle the future government of the island. A very memor- 

able precedent, familiar to Englishmen, suggests as the prob- 
able constituents of such an assembly all the Irish peers, 
the Irish members of the late British Parliament, and a few 
notables elected by the municipal bodies of some leading 
towns. But let us not for a moment delude ourselves into 
the idea that any such old world constitutionalism as ours 

would be accepted as a model for imitation by the fillibuster- 
ing Reformers who would have to lav the foundations of the 
Irish Republic. The first thing that these graduates in 
American democracy would set about would be the extinc- 
tion of all Irish peers whatsoever. The next thing would 
be the degradation of all men of notability and hereditary 
position. A twofold axiom to which only Irish ingenuity 
has been able to give consistency, would furnish the im- 
pulse to this movement.. That one man is as good as an- 

other” is a sufficient reason why no tyrannizing aristocrat 
should walk before Terence or Thady. That the same man 

is a great deal better, too,” is an equally sufficient reason 

why Thady and Terence should install themselves in the 
aristocratic seatp. So there would be no territorial notables 
of our epoch in this convention. The assembly would meet 
under the auspices of those “ 

gems of boys” who were 

shipped off in the forecastles of emigrant Rhips some dozen 
years ago, and who, having studied the theory of civil gov- 
ernment in the municipal polling-booths of New York, had 
further improved that knowledge in the civil war of their 
adopted country. Qualified by their military experience for 
command, they would take the lead in the councils of the 
regenerated land of their birth. Some unexpected difficulty 
in legislation might, after a time, present itself to those ex- 

temporized colonels and generals. This difficulty might 
suggest the necessity of calling in the aid of professional 
learning. But of this we may rest assured—the American- 
Irish regenerators of Ireland would never call in the assist- 
ance of the Irish bar. The Irish bar may or may not be 
enthusiastically loyal ; it is said to be sulky and querulous, 
because disappointed; but it is still, in the main, a society of 

gentlemen, and its members would repel, as infectious, the 
contact of the rowdy bravadoes vomited from the saloons, 
slums, and beer-shops of American cities. These gentry 
would then have to do their own work by themselves. The 
first thing to be remodeled would be the landed proprietary ; 
and the processs of remodeling would be simple enough. 
All those who had inherited or purchased large estates would 
have to surrender them, or to hold them on terms prescribed 
by their new masters. In the one case they would be suc- 

ceeded by the descendants of the old Irish chieftains and 
princes, who, as every one knows, have been for two genera- 
tions demeaning themselves as waiters in all the hotels of the 
United States. In the other case, they would remain the 
nominal lessors to tenants who had leases renewable forever, 
with the option of paying or refusing fines and rents. After 
this little work was settled, these Brummagem Girondists 
would turn their attention to the Church. The first step, 
being one of destruction, would present no difficulties to men 
who equally hate Protestantism and establishments. But this 
part done, then would come the question of reconstruction or 
redistribution. That which has perplexed us would puzzle 
them. What would they do with the tithes and glebes of the 
Protestant Church ? The Romish clergy would stand by in 
impressive expectancy. But it is one thing to take away, 
and another to give away. True, they hate the Protestant 
Church; but that does not make them love the Catholic 
Church a bit better. Moreover, any lurking favor which 
they may have once cherished towards ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments would have been completely eradicated by their 
temporary citizenship in America. Nor could the repre- 
sentative of Western Republicanism, who had learned to 
how many excellent purposes money may be applied, be 
supposed likely to lavish it on so doubtful an investment as 

the support of a priesthood to whose doctrines they were 

indifferent, and of whose undivided allegiance they had 
slight hopes. A residence in America does not confirm the 
Irishman’s religious belief, still less does it teach him to 
tolerate an Ultramontane hierarchy. Here would ensue the 
first quarrel between the native peasantry and their traveled 
liberators, and a very pretty quarrel it would be indeed. 

When the fillibustering Directorate had decided on the 
disposal of the spoils of the Church, they would have to 
decide on the internal government of Ireland. The first 
thing that would strike them would be the singular incon- 
venience of having no Imperial funds to draw upon. They 
would have to pay their owrn Government, their own judica- 
ture, magistracy and police out of the revenue of Ireland. 
Now, as it is one of the staple complaints of our unhappy 
sister and her clerical patriots that she is unduly taxed at 
present, we cannot suppose that her patriotic Directory 
would increase her taxation. Therefore, there could be no 
greater supplies at the command of her new than of her 
former masters. But as she could hardly trust to the neu- 
trality of surrounding nations, she would have to provide 
tor those means of external defense which are now defrayed 
by England. An army and navy, in addition to a magistracy, 
a police, and, most probably, a paid Legislature, would be a 
heavy drag on an annual income of six jnillionB sterling. 
The obvious expedient would at once present itself of 
annihilating or starving down such holders of office as by 
their conspicuous powers, distinguished knowledge and 
talents, or splendid emolument, offended the republican 
notions of equality. A profession which required the ex- 
elusive possession of certain education and abilities would 
first fall under the lash of democratic censure. The men 
who administer the law in th® city of New York are not 
famed for their knowledge or integrity; neither are these 
qualities more required in the city of renovated Dublin. A 
little ’entenesa, a leaning to the popular side, and a hatred 

all aristocrats are, after all, the signal qualifications for 

the functions of advocate and judge. And it is absurd to tax 
the national treasury for the salaries of men who, if they are 

tolerably wide awake, may render themselves independent of 
stipend by the acceptance of perquisites. As for having 
gentlemen at the bar or on the bench, that is one of those 
superstitions which derived their strength from the bloody 
dominion of England ; and the sooner it is put an end to the 
better. Having got rid of a remunerated judiciary and an 
educated bar, the Irish Jacobins would manipulate the con- 

stabulary according to their own whims. In a country where 
every 

“ boy” knows, or should know, how to wield a shil- 
lelagh, the notion of paying a body of men to protect order 
is simply contemptible. If a man can’t defend himself, 
he ought to be knocked down or plundered. So the con- 

stabulary would be withdrawn from the country districts. 
But still it would have functions, and important functions, 
too, to discharge. The Directorate, or Provisional Govern- 
ment, or whatever else the filibustering emancipators chose 
to style themselves, would, like true-born Irishmen, retain 
that mutual jealousy and suspicion which no quantity of 
salt water has ever been able to wash out of them. If any 
two of them agreed together for a year, their concord would 
only be cemented by their common fear or detestation of 
their colleagues. Consequently, the constabulary, or such 
proportion of the force as consented to remain in their em- 

ployment, would be partly engaged as a body-guard and 
partly as spies. 

As money is the sinews of every Government, and as 

money cannot be raised without trade or commerce, the Com- 
mittee would soon have its attention called to the economical 
condition of Ireland. It would then find, doubtless to its 
surprise, that commerce will not spring up even at the beck 
of a revolutionary dictatorship. The few manufactures 
which exist in Ireland owe their establishment and vigor to 

persons and circumstances essentially non-Irish. A foreign 
people favored by exceptional conditions has given to Ulster 
the only manufacturing wealth of which Ireland can boast. 
That this could survive such a revolution as we are now 

imagining, it is impossible to believe. We have assumed 
that Ulster would consent to remain a portion of this regen- 
erated and republican Ireland—rather a wild hypothesis. 
If it did, not even its Scottish energy could give courage to 

capital and industry, both of which would fly from a des- 
potism commencing with confiscation. What agriculture 
would become, when the land was transferred from landlords 
who had some notion of its capabilities to a host of petty 
proprietors, each of whom sublet it to tenants, who in their 
turn broke it up among an inferior class of smaller holders, 
endowed with the usual Celtic fecundity, may be conjectured 
from its condition in the days before the great famine. 
Taking, then, into consideration the panic of manufacturing 
industry, the subdivision and impoverishment of the soil, 
and the stagnation of commerce, we can approximate to a 

conception of this imaginary republic. If we extend our 

field of contemplation, the picture is not more encouraging. 
With the downfall of the Protestant Establishment would 
come the ascendency of Ultramontane Romanism, against 
which not even Hiberno-American Republicanism would 
prevail. The material evils of an exhausted soil, an in- 
creasing pauperism, and a blighted trade would be aggravated 
by the moral evils of blighted thought and fettered opinion. 
The abuse which it is sport to heap upon the English Gov- 
ernment and Church would be blasphemy when aimed at the 
dominant Popery of Ireland. And in a few years no man 

would venture to express an opinion unsanctioned by a Romish 
priest’s approval. 

So much, and a good deal more, may be said about a 

separate and independent Irish Republic. As far as known 
facts and characters enable us to judge, its establishment 
would be a very bad thing for its own people, shut out as 

they would be from the benefits of English employment, 
English patronage, and English alms. But the contemplation 
of a separate and independent Ireland suggests a companion 
picture—that of separate Ireland, independent of us, but not 

self-dependent; an Ireland ruled as a dependency, a province, 
or a territory, by some great maritime power; the advanced 
post of a jealous enemy who, from Irish harbors and within 
three hours’ sail of our shores, could watch and threaten us 

at once with effect and impunity ; herself intriguing against 
us at one time, fighting againt us at another, and warily 
watching us at all times. This picture is not a pleasing one. 

All its incidents occur readily to the mind without setting 
them forth in detail. Their actual realization would be as 

humiliating as any disaster that ever befell a proud people; 
but that realization we believe it is in our power to prevent, 
as long as there are stout hearts and strong arms in England. 
One excuse for inertness is denied to us. We cannot say 
that the intentions of the enemies are unknown. For the 
manifesto of the priests has distinctly warned us. “ Remem- 
ber,” they say, that the idea of coming and seizing Ireland 
is now the idea of millions. Remember that the young hear 
and receive it as they grow up; and thax their pride, interest, 
and chivalry are all stirred actively by the thought.” After 
this, our duty is obvious enough. 

Success of National Schools in Ireland. 
From the Scotsman 

Such persons, whether in Church or State, as talk of retro- 
gression in Irish educational institutions as a deference to 

public opinion” and a sort of “justice to Ireland”—^ class 
of persons among whom it seems now necessary to include 
Mr. Gladstone—will find matter for reflection and for pause 
in the annual report just issued by the Irish Commissioners 
for National Education. This is the thirty-third annual 
report—so that the system has been at work for more than 
a generation ; and, if it is now to be considered as on its trial 
there must be ample materials for judgment, whether con- 
demnatory or commendatory. It had originally two objects 
—to bring a larger proportion of the Irish population within 
reach of a good primary education; and to accustom the 
Irish people, from their youth upwards, to associate together 
in things common, irrespective of ecclesiastical distinctions 
and controversies. Has the system failed or succeeded as to 
both or either of those objects? As to the extension of edu- 
cation, the proof is easy, being a mere matter of figures ; the 
other is not much more difficult of proof, although, along 
with the figures, it is necessary to take into account the 
peculiar circumstances of different districts. No doubt is 
left that almost the full possible number of Irish children 
are attending good schools, and that, whenever the popula- 
tion of a locality is mixed as to religious connection, the 
National School pupils are mixed also, and, upon the wnole, 
with a remarkable approach to the right proportions. 

Nearly a million of pupils attend the Irish National 
Schools, and the average daily attendance is more than a 

third of that number. Allowing for the fact that there are 
other schools than the National Schools in Ireland, this is 
a most satisfactory result; and still more satisfactory is the 
fact that (though last year there was a small exceptional 
decrease, due almost entirely to emigration) there has been 
a steady increase, in spite of the long-continued denuncia- 
tions of large bodies of the clergy, both Protestant and 
Catholic. The per centage of pupils belonging to the Estab- 
lished Church is 6*96; to the Roman Catholics, 81T8; to 
the Presbyterians, 11*16; to other denominations, 0‘70. 
These, it will be seen, are, almost as near as may be, the 
proportions borne by each religious denomination to the 
whole population. It has been said, however, that this result 
has been obtained, not so much by the mixture of pupils, as 

by allowing schools which are practically attended by Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics respectively. But this idea is 
refuted by the statistics. Of the total number of children 
belonging to the Protestant minority, in attendance at Na- 
tional Schools, all but 10 per cent, attend mixed schools— 
that is, receive their ordinary education in company with 
Roman Catholics. It is not possible that all the schools 
could be mixed; for in a few places in the North the popu- 
lation—or at least that portion of it requiring the aid of 
common schools—is exclusively Roman Catholic. It is also 
a cheering fact that the number of schools exhibiting a 
mixed attendance is on the increase. Ulster, from its more 
mixed population, affords the handiest illustration of the 
whole system. In that province, a fraction more than a half 
of the population are Roman Catholics, and a fraction less 
than the half are, of course, Protestants; whilst the propor- 
tions of Roman Catholic and of Protestant pupils attending 
the National Schools in the Province are respectively 51*8 
and 48-2. What more, what better, could be desired or 
attained ? 

The question of the National Schools, it should be noted, 
is free from the embarrassment which is thrown around that 
of the Colleges and Universities by the existence of Trinity 
College, Dublin. Mr. Gladstone argues that, as Trinity Col- 
lege is to some extent distinctively Protestant, whilst the 
Queen’s Colleges are not distinctively Roman Catholic, re- 
dress should be afforded by chartering if not endowing a 

University as distinctively Roman Catholic as Trinity is 

distinctively Episcopalian. But this has no bearing on the 
question of the schools. There are no privileged or en- 
dowed schools in possession of the Protestants, and therefore 
the argument, such as it is, of remedying one wrong by 
creating another, lias no application. It is hard to see that 
it can be admitted even in the question of the Colleges. Un- 
less Mr. Gladstone’s principle is, that all education should 
be sectarian or ecclesiastical, the exclusiveness of Trinity 
College, Dublin, is a thing to be abolished, not imitated. Why 
should the educational institutions of a whole country be 
transformed after the model of an institution three hundred 
years old, not because the model is a good one, but just 
because it happens to exist ? Uniformity and equality are 

good; but Mr. Gladstone is rash in his assumption that 
everything must be made to conform to Trinity College, 
Dublin, instead of Trinity College, Dublin, to everything 
else. 

■-»'Oi>- 

Fenians Judged by a German Radical. 
From the St. Louis Republican. 

We translate the following from the Boston Pioneer. We 
have never found in any English-American newspaper the 
views of any German publicist on the Fenian movement, 
and, as we think the following uncommonly curious, we have 
taken pains to translate it: 

Say about the Fenians whatever you please, they are a 
most remarkable revolutionary element, and the most curious 
among their qualities is their obstinate will. Never en- 

couraged by any good result; but, on the contrary, very often 
cast down by disheartening deceptions, their movement is, 
nevertheless, strengthening, and the more they are oppressed 
the more dangerous they are becoming to their enemies. This 
is not the result of sudden impulses arising from irritation, 
but it is the result of a steadfast, systematic will, which 
decides them not to give aw'ay until they have succeeded. 
When such a will stimulates the action of hundreds of thou- 
sands, a great success is bound to crown their undertaking. 
The Fenians have to deal with enemies, who, in tough ob- 
stinacy, in selfish insensibility, in base vindictiveness, surpass 
any other nation on earth. There is no greater monster in 
the world than an Englishman. By the most heartless 
tyranny he first drives his victim into rebellion, and 
then he revenges himself to satiety against those who 
have disturbed him in his pleasure of despotizing and 
tormenting. To expect justice from such- enemies 
by convincing them with reason, or to extort conces- 

sions by fighting them according to the accepted rules of 
humanity, is a vain undertaking, and the Irish have had the 
best opportunity of knowing the vanity of such proceedings. 
On the other hand, it is dangerous to offer the English an 

opportunity to summarily deal with the rebels, whereby a 

thorough butchering would be provoked, destroying for a 

long time every hope of successful resistance. The Fenians, 
therefore, have adopted the most effective tactics with refer- 
ence to their own condition and the nature of their adver- 
saries. They force a permanent state of war upon them, 
without affording them any chance to gain great military 
results. By isolated outbreaks they carry' the war into the 

very camp of their enemies; force them permanently to 

keep them on the defensive; attack them incessantly at the 

most vulnerable points—their love of quiet and their fear ot 

disturbance in their possessions; and thus systematically 
torment them. Thus they will have to keep an armed force 

constantly in readiness, without any expectation of finishing 
this pernicious state of affairs by a decisive victory. *iey 
threaten them to-day in one place, to-morrow in another. 

To-day they plunder an armory ; to-morrow they burn down 

a post office. To-day they alarm the richer classes by an- 

nouncing the intention of burning storehouses; to-morrow 

they assault their employers. The whole English army and 

navy are constantly on the qui vive against real or imaginary 

designs of the Fenians. The whole country is disturbed by 
them, and, in case of a foreign war, the condition of England 
to-day would be very critical. How long can the English 
Government stand a condition of things which not only en- 

courages the Fenians, but also a host of others who are op- 
pressed and inclined to hostile manifestations, 

i The English Government can only defeat the Fenians, if 


