
The bill is a bad one j and so far as it is concerned, the 
earnest expectations of millions of our best citizens are 

disappointed, the promises of our legislators remain un- 

fulfilled, and all the noisy fuss, and plentiful promise of 
that precious Foreign Affairs Committee have simply 
ended in bitter delusion and insolent mockery. 

First of all, as to what the bill proposes to do, it enacts 

nothing that was not the law of the United States before. 
The solemn declaration with which it opensj that all 
naturalized citizens are entitled to the same protection- 
of persons and property as is accorded to native-born 
citizens, is simply a solemn sham. Did not everybody 
above the level of an idiot know that they were so en- 

titled ? Is not this the plain meaning of the oath of 

allegiance which binds the authorities of the American 

Government, by whom it is administered, to protect as 

citizens those who take upon them all the obligations of 
citizens ? Is not this the very principle that lies at the 
foundation of the national independence of these United 
States ? If this is not so—if men, who happened to be 
born under the rule of some foreign prince or potentate, 
afterwards swear honest allegiance to the American 
Republic, and yet are not entitled to every protection of 
life and liberty, of person and property, which the Gov- 
vernment of that Republic can give — then neither 

George Washington, nor Thomas Jefferson, nor Benja- 
min Franklin were entitled to such protection, for not 
one of them was a native-born American citizen. They 
were all native-born “subjects” of George III., and 
became American citizens by their own act, when they 
renounced allegiance to the English tyrant, and swore 

fealty to the young Republic. It is a mere waste of 
words to argue such a question. Either foreign-born 
citizens have, in all respects, equal rights with those 
who are natives of the country, or the American Gov- 
ernment is one of the hugest swindles of the universe. 

After filling our mouths with the empty spoon of the 
most pompous and needless declaration, the bill goes on 

to designate “the ways and means” by which the afore- 
said rights are to be maintained and defended. “ The 
President is to be empowered to employ all the resources 

of the (American) Government in just efforts ” to secure 

from other Governments the necessary recognition of, 
and due respect for, the rights of citizens. Again are 

we constrained to ask where is the necessity of any such 
enactment ? Does not the entire world know that the 
President has the power already ? Is it not “ bringing 
coals to Newcastle,” with a vengence, to put him in pos- 
session of a power which the very nature of his office, 
as chief magistrate of an independent nation, proves 
that he always possessed, and always must have pos- 
sessed ? It is either downright stupidity, or—what is 
far more probable—it is the refinement of dishonesty to 

mock an injured and expectant people with such trifling 
as this. But as the honorable gentleman for Missouri 
well expressed it—during the course of the debate— 
in a quotation from the dramatist, they who are so glib 
in speaking “ the words of promise to the ear,” do so, 
in all probability, to cover the mean and unmanly pur- 
pose which they entertain, of “ breaking it to the 

hope.” 
We want no “ empowering ” of the President. The 

President has power enough already. He always had 

power enough to protect every American citizen from 
insult and injury either in England or in Prussia, or to 

the ends of the earth. All that the present occupant 
of the Presidential chair wanted, and continues to want, 

■ is the will, the inclination and the readiness to use his 
immense and unquestionable power by land and sea to 

hold the honor of his country, and to secure the invio- 
lable safety of his citizens. This, we admit, not even a 

law enacted by all the authority of the national repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled can give him. This, 
alas, the history of Southern Reconstruction only too 

plainly demonstrates. But it proves something else, 
and that is, that where the Presidential will is wanting 
to employ the Presidential power for a good and neces- 

sary purpose, there must be some means taken of legally 

COMPELLING & delinquent President to do his duty. And 

this is just what this wretched bill will not do. This is 

just what it has been carefully and intentionally con- 

structed not to do. For it is high time that the people 
should know the truth. This Mr. Banks is understood 

to be Secretary Seward’8 right hand man. Who and 

what Mr. Mephistopheles Seward is we all know well. 
How he has betrayed every party that ever trusted him, 
and how he has made himself the tool of that very 
respectable person who, since the assassination of 
Lincoln, has been resisting the national will in the 
White House, in order to do the traitorous work through- 
out the South which Jeff. Davis failed in accomplishing. 
From such men we have never got any good. We ex- 

pect none. But it is more than time that the rights of 
the people, and the safety and success of the great party 
of liberty in America, should no longer be suffered to be 
sacrificed by those who are now well understood to be 
in secret league with Johnson and Seward. We allude 

mainly, if not exclusively, to General Banks; and if 
we do him any injustice, let him come out and prove it, 
and we shall be the first to make apology and repara- 
tion. The history of the Neutrality Laws Repeal bill, 
and its final fate, are not yet quite forgotten. The 
events which succeeded the Fenian invasion of Canada 
roused the entire country to a sense of the urgent 
necessity of repealing, or at least modifying, these in- 
famous and atrocious laws. The great Republican party 
honestly sympathized with the movement, and we are 

thoroughly convinced that, if Congress had not been 
manipulated by certain political thimbleriggers, whom 
England keeps in her constant employment, these vile 
and insolent Neutrality enactments would not to-day 
disgrace the statute book of America. Mr. Banks had 

charge of that bill, too. The worse the omen. It 

passed the House by an enthusiastic, and almost unani- 

mous, vote. But the English ambassador set Mr. Seward 
to work, and the bill was buried in the pocket of Mr. 
Sumner. Verily, these Chairmen of Committees of 

Foreign Affairs are great diands at killing good bills, 
and fathering bad ones. Did Mr. Banks protest against 
this most insolent and unconstitutional interference ? 
Did he appeal to the country to call to account the man 

who had openly defied its authority? Not he. He 

spoke big, and then swallowed his leek as valiantly as 

Ancient Pistol. And from that day to this the world 
has never heard a whisper of the repeal of the Neutral- 

ity Laws., 
This action of Messrs. Seward, Sumner and Banks 

cost the Republican party the loss of the States of New 
York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, at the last election. We 
assert this deliberately, because we know and can prove 
it to be true. The more intelligent and liberal of our 

Irish fellow-citizens—who are the salt that would very 
soon leaven all the rest—had begun to hope that the 

great Republican party would do, what the Democrats 

during their sixty years’ lease of power never attempted 
or wished to do, and that is to declare themselves for 

liberty to the people of Ireland and of Canada, as well 
as to all other races and lands—that they would no 

longer allow the Government of this great country to 
constitute itself a shield and support of European op- 
pressors, but would repeal every law that tied the hands 
of the oppressed, and leave them free to fight and con- 

quer their merciless tyrants. So they had begun to 

hope, and if that hope had been honestly fulfilled every 
Irish nationalist in America who deserves the name would 
have been a Republican voter to-day. But the hope was 

not fulfilled. It was rudely, and as events have proved, 
disastrously defeated by the dishonesty of the men who 
were acting in the interest of England. 

Another noble opportunity has now presented itself 
in common with this Citizenship question to the great 
party of progressive freedom in this country. If they 
have the honesty and the good sense to avail themselves 
of it, lost ground may possibly be regained, and a foun- 
dation laid which will ere long be covered with a noble 

superstructure. Let the Republican party introduce 
and enact a law that will really, honestly and efficiently 
protect the rights of American naturalized citizens all 
over the world—such a law as we are about to indicate 
—and we shall answer for it, that they will no longer 
find the Irish people of America leagued in all but un- 

broken hostility against them. They will get the 

support of all Irishmen who are in earnest about the 
freedom of their native land, but they must first prove 
that they deserve it. And need we hint that, balanced as 

parties are now, an act of duty like this is and will be 
an act of the soundest policy ? But let the golden op- 
portunity slip, and we confess that we have dark and 

dismal forebodings—not of the fate of the Republican 
party, for that after all is not the primary concern, but 
for the fate of human liberty in Amei’ica, in Ireland, 
and all over the earth. And let us first give our friends 

in Congress another hint. These quasi-national Irish 

newspapers which have been started by Democratic 

plunder in New York, do not wish the Republican party 
to settle this question. A good bill would be death to 

them, the aforesaid semi-rebel prints. Yre again urge, 
and urge most earnestly, that the hints we have given 
be instantaneously acted on. 

We believe that, as a party, the Republicans on this 

question are sound to the core. And we have much 

pleasure in acknowledging the obligations we are under 
to such fearless advocates of the cause of justice and 

liberty as Messrs. Judd of Illinois, Pile of Missouri, 
Donnelly of Minnesota, Spaulding of New York, 
Morell of Pennsylvania, and others. Let them fling 
to the dogs these vile concoctions of political swin- 
dlers, such as the bill we have described. Let 
them introduce such a measure as will really protect the 

people and all will be well. 
What the main features of such a measure ought to 

be is not difficult to divine. Nobody imagines, or asks, 
that an American citizen should be authorized to go to 

a foreign country and make war against its government, 
or commit criminal acts, and then escape scot free. But 
we do believe, and have a right to demand, that no for- 

eign power shall be permitted to do what Prussia and 

England have done, and which the latter power is doing 
at this hour. Can we not get a measure which will tell 

any and every foreign power that to impress American 
citizens into their armies, or proclaim them deserters 
because they refuse to answer the roll call, as Prussia 
did, will not be endured for an hour by the American 

Republic ? Can we not get a measure which will tell 
all foreign powers that to do-what England has done 
in hundreds of instances, and is now doing—to arrest 

and imprison American citizens, to keep them in felon 
cells for months, to feed them on bread and water, and 

punish them with hard labor,' and all this without even 

bringing them to trial—will simply be to compel 
the Executive of the United States to demand 
the instant release of all its citizens who are so 

treated, with ample compensation from the offending 
power for all the insult and injury done to them, or— 

war ? That England has done all this and ten thou- 
sand times more—that she is continuing to do it, is no- 

torious to the American Government, the American 

Congress and the American people. Have not our citi- 

zens, native-born as well as adopted, been tried and con- 

victed in British courts and sentenced to the penal 
servitude which they are now enduring, and all this for 
words spoken and acts done in these United States ? The 
President, the Secretary of State, the Ambassador to 

England, have all been perfectly cognizant of this. Yet, 
to this day, beyond wretched twaddling dispatches, they 
have never taken action of any kind against it. Is it 

not, therefore, a maddening mockery to talk about “em- 

powering ” such a President and such officials to pro- 
tect the rights of American citizens? They will “pro- 
tect,” indeed, as highwaymen do, when one keeps watch 
while the other robs and murders the helpless trav- 

eler. Let a law be passed which will compel the 
President to do his duty. If this is not done, we ask 

Congress not to add insult to injury by presenting 
such a cruel sham as Banks’ bill. 

The maudlin twaddle about entering into “ negotia- 
tions” with foreign powers is positively sickening. ‘VVe 
want none of their negotiations. Let the American 
Republic declare what are the rights of its citizens, and 
instruct its army and navy to defend them against all 
aggressors. After that, let England, or any other power, 
touch them at her peril. 

Help me, Cassius, or I Sink. 
Is it not humiliating and disheartening to those who 

have worked for the cause of Ireland, and sacrificed 
time and money, prospects and positions, to see that 
cause at length reduced to personal squabbles. While 
fifty thousand families have been ruined in Ireland and 

England, and while the dungeons are flowing with 

| victims, here we are to-day fighting over men. AY hat 

I right have men to obtrude their littleness between 


