
_FENIAN NEWS. 

What Practical Preparations are We Making for 
the Struggle? 

BY B. M'GCINNESS (ONE OF THE REFUGEES). 
That the great majority of our people believe that in no 

other way can the freedom of Ireland be accomplished than 
through the stern instrumentality of the sword, or, in other 
words, by force of arms, is a matter about which there can 

be no question whatever. Entertaining, as we all do, the same 

doctrine and belief, the next and most important step to be 
considered is, what practical preparations are we making for 
the fierce struggle which sometime must inevitably take 
place ere we can win back our complete national independ- 
ence. No one can be so ridiculously absurd as to assert that 
we are at present in a condition to commence hostilities with 
a foe, whose power we are in the habit of underestimating 
too much, till we are at length convinced of our error. I 
know that the power of England is fast decaying, and is not 
half so great, at least in a military point of view, as it was; 
but it is too great for us to singly combat as we are at present 
situated, viz., divided amongst ourselves, warring with each 
other, unarmed, and without available resources to any extent 
at all commensurate with what the enenly can fall back upon, 
and bring to bear against us. Under these deplorable cir- 
cumstances, I contend that we can do little, if anything, in 
the way of preparation. If a great amount of tall talk about 
Fenian fleets and armies, crossing the Atlantic ocean to Ire- 
land, to sweep once and forever the Saxon out of that country, 
be preparation, we certainly should be now well pi'epared, 
and have all we require; but the spasmodic revolutionary 
attempt of March,’67, completely attested that all these things 
were mere delusions, or idealities. We have seen how the 
hosts of men and arms were not forthcoming when they were 

required. The people were deceived in their expectations, and 
whoever occasioned the rising then must have been aware 
that it would be abortive, as there were no arms to speak of 
in the country, and but little ammunition, except what was 
in the possession of the enemy, and what may have been 
foolishly calculated upon by the leaders of the insurgents. 
But leaving aside the misrepresentations and falsehoods, the 
imaginary army and fleet, and all the mournful catastrophies 
which followed that futile outbreak, I would ask, How are we 
now preparing for the struggle? Surely this cannot be done 
by a few men assembling here and there, and loudly pro- 
claiming from platforms their eternal hatred of the Saxon, 
their adherence and confidence in certain men, who propose 
to do wonderful things some three thousand miles distant 
from the place which ought to be the scene of the battle for 
Ireland’s freedom, taking care, also, to trumpet forth to the 
world their intentions, lest tiiey might take the enemy at a 

disadvantage. This is very chivalrous, indeed! For my 
part, I would like England to be vanquished in any quarter; 
but I cannot see the use of telling her ivhere and when 
the blow is going to be struck, if it is meant to strike an ef- 
fectual one. It seems very like a man going to rob a house, 
but first sending word to the proprietor thereof the night he 
intends to do 60, as if warning him to protect himself. Un- 
fortunately these tactics have been long enough practiced, in 
order, as it were, to defeat every intended movement. We 
have heard quite enough of blowing about unfurling the 
green flag in this or that particular year or month. And 
this mode of freeing Ireland, by telling its enemies when 
such is about to be attempted, has not been confined to one 

party alone. It may be stated that this advertising pf inten- 
tions is only a blind. It may, indeed, be a blind in one sense 
of the word; but we have discovered that it has not hitherto 
been so, as regards the time of fulfilling public promises, 
oaths sworn, and grim threats made use of, all of which, 
however, resulted as one might anticipate. In dealing with 
such an honorable foe as England is, it might be wrong to 
take her by surprise! It might not be a genteel or sufficiently 
refined method of warfare! I would recommend Captain 
Bobadill’s way of defeating an enemy’s forces as the most 
civilized. That is, by challenging out twenty men and kill- 
ing them, twenty more, and killing them, and so on till the 
whole opposing army would be slain. No enlightened nation, 
ouch as England, could offer a reasonable objection to this 
mode of fighting. Again, when the time for invading Canada 
is at hand, would it not be well to send a dispatch to the 
governor of that territory, in something like the following 
shape: 

“Sir: 1 intend to be on the borders with an army of 30,- 000, on or about the 1st of-, 186—, so be ready to receive 
the men, as the United States Government will be to do 
their portion of the business. Yours, etc., -.” 

On the other hand, if Ireland is to be the field of opera- 
tions, it is enough to proclaim the time of the proposed rising 
at large mass meetings, in order to give sufficient notice to 
the British Government to make all the necessary prepara- 
tions “ by putting their house in order.” “ To be, or not to 
be?” That seems the question on both sides, for, unfortun- 
ately, we have still two sides—the right one and the wrong one 
—and too many are puzzled to know which is which. In one 

quarter of the city, or State, we will hear a cheer for so and 
so, with, of course, the usual amount of clapping, and in 
another quarter, a counter cheer, and a shout for some other 
person; but such is no more than a useless expenditure of 

wind, and of far greater injury to the lungs of those who so 

vigorously indulge in it, than it is to British rule in Ireland 
or elsewhere. 

If one party can succeed in talking, scolding or cheering 
down the other, it is doubtless fancied by those windy patriots 
that they have gained a great victory, and done wonderful 

things for their cause. There are, perhaps, some of our 

nationalists who fancy that Ireland may be saved, as was the 
“ Capitol, by the cackling of geese.” We read of the walls of an 

ancient city (Jericho) falling at three blasts of a trumpet; 
but we live in an age where no such miracles occur, and for 

my part I am rather skeptical upon the subject of either 

tumbling down monarchies, or even factions, by the more 

recently discovered methods, which seem to be pretty gener- 
ally resorted to, and which for want of better name we may 
term sounds of various gradations and inflections, but for the 
most part rather discordant. It is high time to get rid of 
the Donnybrook method of freeing Ireland. Our shibboleth 
should no longer be, hurra ! for the Murphys, and down with 
the O’Callaghans ! Seriously, and in solemn sadness must 

we say it, this accursed system of rival factions has been the 
ruin of Ireland, and so long as it is permitted to exist, can- 

not produce any other results than the combat between the 

Kilkenny cats is said to have produced. So long as this 

fight for the ascendency of parties continues, it must be evi- 
dent to any reasoning mind that there can be little, if any, 

practical preparations for the struggle wre all anticipate, and 
to which we look forward with such a longing and ardent 
desire. And why ? In the first place, it cannot be denied, 
even with all our united action and co-operation, we would 
have great difficulty in overthrowing the subtile, cool and 

calculating power arrayed against us—a power which, though 
growing weaker and more rotten at the core every day, still 
has resources at its back that we cannot command. How 

much, then, is this difficulty increased by the deplorable fact 
that we are split up into miserable factions, each one pulling 
against the other with all the rancorous hostility of declared 
enemies? I contend that it is utterly impossible, under such 
adverse circumstances, to prepare, as we otherwise could do, 
for that fierce battle for our liberty and very national exist- 

ence, which sternly looms in the distance. We deem it 

criminal, in the highest degree, to induce our brave, but too 

excitable and impulsive, people to the commission of rash 
deeds and acts which, though irritating to the British lion, 
only end in disaster to the cause of Ireland, and ruin to those 
who embark in them. It may be a very pleasing occupation 
to some of our platform orators, or local celebrities—those 
great little men to be found everywhere—to applaud the use 

of Greek fire, blowing-up operations and other wild and rash 
actions of that nature in Ireland and England ; but we fancy 
that they would be of a different opinion were they them- 
selves asked to be participators in such enterprises. Perhaps 
in these, as in many other matters, 

Distance lends enchantment to the view.” 

It is all very fine for those to lend their sanction and en- 

couragement to such bold exploits, so long as they themselves 
are far off and secure from the danger attending them. This 
seems to us something like interested and admiring spectators 
of a tragic drama, who enthusiastically applaud the dramatis 

persona: in the various thrilling scenes, shouting in delighted 
tones, encore ! encore ! encore ! 

Is it thus we are to prepare for the struggle ? Is it by 
hounding on a few fearless spirits to a course of action which 
can be of no further possible advantage than affording mate- 

rial for the sustainment of one or other “ wing ” of the F. B., 
that we can prepare for the general contest for freedom 
that lies in the womb of the future ? If it is thought that 
these petty outbreaks will cause a union of the factions of 
the F. B. here, it is a silly mistake. It is time, therefore, 
that they should cease. The scaffold and dungeon have already 
received enough of victims, without adding to the number. 
’TiB also time that there should be an end of this eternal talk 
about supporting “the men in the gap, and the army of oc- 

cupation in Ireland.” Who are the “men in the gap?” and 
where is the “army of occupation ?” Let no man fancy that 
I am now speaking against Fenianism, or, as some would 

represent it, “throwing cold water on the Organization.” My 
object is to wgrn the people to no longer be wasting their 

energies and resources in getting up useless expeditions, or 

in the pursuing of phantoms, which only lead to destruction. 
Let us husband our strength, and prepare for the final struggle, 
silently, soberly, and without any parade or noise about it. 
Can we do this by making vague promises, perpetuating dis- 
cord and divisions in our ranks, and persuading our too 

gullable people to believe that the war for Ireland’s inde- 

pendence is actually going on, while we know in our hearts that 
such is not, nor cannot at present be, the case ? Is it by represent- 
ing isolated and generally unsuccessful attacks upon houses for 

arms, etc., as. a war with the British forces in Ireland, that 
we can do anything in the way of preparation ? The people 
are growing sick and tired of these groundless statements. 
Their credulity has been long enough operated upon, and 

money has been too frequently squeezed out of them, on both 
sides of the ocean, through misrepresentations, ingenious 
stratagems and false pretenses. We must have no more of 
this deception. If we wish to make ready for the long wished 
for day of retribution and vengeance on our oppressors, we 

must first form a union of the Irish people on this continent, 

set aside those leaders who may stand in the way of 6uch 
union, and silently go to work in a thorough reorganization 
of the F. B., doing away with that open course of action 
which has hitherto characterized it, and placing it upon a 

footing that will exclude from its counsels the British spy 
and the Irish or Irish-American traitor. 

This is the first step towards practically preparing for the 
struggle. On another occasion it is my intention to return 
to this subject. 

Union Demanded by the “Wolfe Tone” Circle, 
Troy, N. Y. 

Troy, N. Y., April 8,1868. 
To the Editors of The Irish Republic. 

Gentlemen : The cause of Ireland has assumed propor- 
tions which probably were never dreamed of in the incipi- 
ency of Fenianism. This has placed the Irish element on 
this continent in such an unsettled state, that it must occupy 
the immediate attention of individual members as well as 

leaders. That such is the fact, you will find in this commu- 

nication. 
After the Cleveland convention, our representatives made 

their report, and in that report they told us they pledged the 
Circle which they represented to subscribe a certain sum of 

money, or rather, collect and pay it within a given time to 

headquarters, for the advancement of the cause. In the 
same report we were given to understand that the Senate, 
which represented our branch of the Organization, had power 
given them to effect a union with the other branch, under the 
leadership of John Savage; said convention failed to form 
any union, through, as it appears to uS, misunderstanding 
or design. 

In view of those considerations, several of our members 
subscribed their names for amounts varying from fifty dollars 
downwards. The union conference having again proved a 

failure, a committee was appointed to draft resolutions ex- 

pressive of the sentiment of the Circle in the matter. The 
resolutions were produced and discussed, the substance of 
which was calling for a renewal of union negotiations. But, 
after a considerable debate, they were indefinitely postponed. 
In the course of time, another set of counter resolutions were 

presented, indorsing the action of the Senate. Those resolu- 
tions were also defeated—so that the Circle stood neutral 
ever since, except in so far as it originally belonged to the 
Senate party. 

General O’Neill’s circular address has since been received. 
On motion, it was partially read, (one-third,) but no action 
was taken. The address being principally a denunciation 
of The Irish Republic newspaper, it was not acted on. 
This left it invalid in any of its claims on the future action 
of the Circle. For, if General O’Neill, in his address, had 
told us to expel a man who was obnoxious to him, or cut 
a man’s throat, it does not follow that we should obey his 
mandate, except we should indorse it, in which case we 

would, by that act, pledge ourselves to him to carry out his 
orders. This we have not done, and will not do. 

At our regular meeting, held last night, the Center in the 
chair, the Recording Secretary being absent, one was appointed 
pro tem. It happened that he and the Center belonged to the 
party who indorse O’Neill and the Senate. A set of resolu- 
tions were again presented, when a lively discussion arose on 

the matter. The Center cautioned the members to keep cool 
and collected in their remarks. The Irish Republic being 
mentioned in the resolutions, drew some remarks on its merits 
and demerits, when the Chair ruled out the resolutions, as 

O’Neill’s circular had denounced the Republic. An appeal 
was made from the Chair, and was carried. The Recording 
Secretary pro tem. made a motion to adjurn. The question 
was put "and lost. Under the head of “Patriotic Reading,” 
it was proposed to read Father Vaughan’s letter, which ap- 
peared in the last issue of the Republic. The Chair ruled 
that out, also, on account of it being in the Republic. The 
“ union ” members felt indignant at the arbitrary action of 
the Chair, and being in the majority, showed a disposition to 

pass the resolutions. 
The Recording Secretary pro tem., seeing that the majority 

were determined to pass the resolutions, got rather excited, 
and said “if he were Chairman he would vacate the chair,” 
all because they could not rule. The spirit was caught by 
the Chairman, who caught his hat, likewise, and did leave the 
chair, and, also the room, in company with the Secretary 
pro tem. Whereupon the Chairman of the Safety Committee 
occupied the “vacant chair,” and demanded the minutes and 
resolutions which were in the possession of the Secretary pro 
tem., but was peremptorily refused. 

Plowever, the resolutions having been previously read and 
understood, were again put by the new Chairman, and their 
adoption carried. 

There have been resolutions, on other matters, unanimously 
passed for publication, on previous occasions; but the proper 
Recording Secretary suppressed them, on his own account, and 
being absent from last night’s meeting, I have been appointed 
to send these to their proper destinations, and, besides, he 
(the Recording Secretary proper) is opposed to the substance 
of these resolutions. 

I have purposely suppressed the names of the actors in 
this affair, for the antecedents of some of them deserve the 
highest consideration of respect; but Satan, we are told, once 

occupied a high position near the imperial throne of Heaven, 
and after all fell! Alas ! that man should worship fleeting 
things as men, and leave eternal principles unobserved. 

James Guerin, Financial Secretary, 
“ Wolfe Tone ” Circle, Troy, N. Y. 

Union Demanded by “the Wolfe Tone Circle,” 
Troy, N. Y. 

Troy, N. Y., April 7th, 1868. 
Whereas, All true and patriotic Irishmen look with sor- 

row and regret upon the disastrous split which, for the 
past two years, has distracted the councils of the Fenian Bro- 
therhood ; and believing that without union it is impossible 
to accomplish the sacred purpose for which we have com- 

bined, we frown down upon all men who still try to drive 
the ruinous wedge of separation into our Organization, by 
appealing to and fostering the bad passions of religious and 
political animosity so strictly forbidden by our Constitution; 
and, 

Whereas, The rank and file of the Brotherhood, with no 

ambition to conserve, no object to attain, except the one to 

which, as Fenians, they A re pledged, seeing what was aocong- 


