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was u him, Jur’h had nothln‘f
«.m.blu :n.ls shoes III“NI coat, an s f
m?&. 'Il:” l‘l:otd that .oro Was no n ‘o“‘rhm mast be some mistake,” declared
of haste, that he had ng idea where to go, the girl ngain; “she didn't come hell;f. ad
It was still dark as and the thick  He stéadied himself by the doorsil), and
snowflakes were sifting wn-—everything Jadvyga, In her anxlety—for she m“ %x:r
was 8o sllent that he could hear the rustle of Ona—opened the door wl‘t.le. folding -
of tbgru t wlﬁ {a Jho iew seconds jn\wke(t"(-!aclt-oul hel;h 2{::5. hel‘-‘?l"'e; %“c:l 'y
t e ng he was cov- you n't misun
ch‘ whl:o. L e j *she must have meant somewhere else,

He set off at a run for the yards, stop- She"—— o
ing by the way to inquire in {he uloong: “She sald here,” insisted Jurgls. ‘“Bhe
l’m were open. Ona might have been told me all about you, and how you W;*,“-
overcome on the way; or else |go might and what you sald. Are you sure? ¥ou
have met with an t:gl&nt‘ the machives. haven't forgotten? You weren't away?
When he cmo the place she work-  “No, no!” ghe exclaimed—and then came
ed he lnaul of one of the watchmen— n peevish volce—"Jadvyga, you are ""’l‘
there had not been any accldent, so far as the baby a cold. Shuf the door!" Jurgls
the man had heard, At the e-office, stood for half 4 mipute more, stammerin
which he found al open, the clerk told his perplexly through an elghth of an Inc
him that Onn's check had been turned In of crack; and then, .as there was really
the night-before, showing that she had left nothing more to be sald, he excused him-
her work. WA : self and went away.

Beven o'clock came, the hour when the e walked on half dazed, without know-'
great packing machlne.befln to move. Jur ' Ing wher¢ he went. Ona had decelved him !

# Ought to have been at his place in the ‘She had led to him! And what could It
ertilizer-mill ; but Instead was walting, mean—where hiad she been? Where wns
In ‘an agony of for Opa. It was fif- she now? He could hardly

ut “Two weeks ago Jadvyga! She told me
‘go hpllt so—that night gt mowed8 and she could not
T

st

fear ﬁruuv the thing
teen minutes after the hour when he saw & ——much less try to solve it; but a hun-
form emerge from . the snow-mist, and dred wild surmisés came to him, a sense of
anrang toward it with a ery, It was she, lmBendlng calamity overwhelmed him.
ruunln’ swittly ; as she saw him she stag- ecause there was nothing else to do,
forward and half fell into his out- he went back to the time-office to watch
ched arms, . .again, - He walted untll nearly an hour af-

“What hus been the matter?’ he crled, "ter seven, and then went to the room where
anxlously, “Where have you been?” Ona" worked to make Inquirles of Ona’s

It was several seconds ‘before she could “forelady.” The “forelady,” he found, had
got breath to answer him. “I couldn't get not yet come; all the lines of cars that
ome,” she 'exelalmed. “The snow—the came -from down-town were stalled—there
ears had stopped.” had been an accldent In the power-house,

“But  where were you then? he de- and no cars ha. been running since last
manded. j . » night. Meantime, however, ‘the ham-wrap-

“I had ‘to {o home with a friend,” she pers were working away, with some one
panted—“with Jadvyfla.” : plse In cbarge of them, The girl who an-

Jurgls drew a 'deep breath: but then he swered Jurgls . was busy, and as she talked
notl that she was sobbing and trem- she f ked to see if she were belng watch-
vilng- it In one of those nervon‘};« eries ed, Then a man came up, wheeling a
that he ed so. “But whats the mat- truck; he knew Jurgls for Ona's husband,
ter?™ he crled. “What has happened?” and was curlous about the mystery,

“Oh, Jurgls, 1 was so frightened!” she “Maybe the cars had something to do
sald, cll‘wn"to him wildly. “I have been with it,” le suggested—"maybe she had
80 worried | ' , . by .. Bone down town.”

They,  weré near the time-statlon win- . “No,” sald Juegls, “she never went down
dow, ' and people were ‘staring at them. - town.” .. ' :

Jurgls led her away. “How do you mean?" “Rerhaps not,” sald the man.
ue asked, In lexity, ot ... Jurgls ..ought he saw him exchange a
“1 was a 1. was just afrald ! mob-, awift glance with the girl a8 he gpoke, and
Ona. I khew Jlou wouldn't know _ he demnaded quickly, “What do you know
where 1 was, l? I didn't know what you about it?" .
mlnit,do. "1 tried to get home, but I was ~ But the man had seen that the boss was
so tired, Oh, Jurgls, Jurgls!” watcaing him ; he started on again, push-

He was 80 glad to get her back that he Ing. his truck.  “I don't know anything
could not think clearly about anything about it.” . he sald, over his shoulder, “How
else, It did not seem Btrange to him tha “uhmg}d I know where your wife goes?”
she shounld be so vor{ much upset ; all her . Then Jurgls  went out In, and paced
fright and Incoherent protestations did not up ang. dﬁnn bql:re the, bullding., Al the
matter since he had her back. Ile let. her ‘morni & he stayed there, with no ‘thought
cry away her fears; and then, because It of his, wo K. gbdut poon he went to the

was nearly plght o'clock, and they wauld' police station to make in "
lose nnother hour if they delayed; he left z'nn%obqtcak :glnn"fp:k: L rions AbdS. then
her at the packing-house door, with her Tinal) \ toward ¢ ttd'dp of &
ghastly white face and her haunted eyes moom, hé get ouf fo _,ﬁme Once more.
of terror. He was, walking out. Ashland  avenue.
There was another brief Interval. Christ- The wtreet cars -had un, ruypning again
mas was almost come: and becaunse the and seyeral pmea.hm. i mcﬂd to  the
snow still heid, and the searching cold, steps with ple.  The slght of them set
morning after morning Jurgls half carrled Jur is to_,ﬂm\pklu' raln 0’ the man's sax-
his wife to her post, staggering with her. c.m'fc remark ; and balf Involuntarily he
through the darkness; untll at last, one found' himself watching the cars-—with the

night, came the end, result that he. .
‘t‘\acked but three days of the holldays. clnnhatlo‘::. Aan y i ,:'l?g:p In'm:t_'t(:'(:oﬁ:.'

P

About mid-night Marija and Elzbleta came Then he bro o0& run W

home .eiclgmlng‘ In  alarm when they . biock he tpre &?tog the c:xl", onl(;'.‘ an '7:'2‘?12
foundthat Oma had not come. The twd ways behind. That rusty black hat with
had agreed to meet her; and, after walting, the dr Ing red flower, it might not be
had gone to the room where she work Ona's, there was very little llﬁellhood of
on? to find that the ham—wrnpmm& irls it. He womd know for certain very soon,
had quit work an hour before, and left. for she would get ont two Dblocks ahead.
There wns no snow that night, nor was It e slowed down, and Jet the car g0 on,
especinlly cold ; and still Ona had not come, She got out; and as soon ns she was out
Romething more sertous must be wrong this -eof sight- on the side street, Jurgls broke

w

time. , i d
They aroused Jurgls, and he sat up and &g’ &‘?‘ : 1 ‘l‘t:'nl‘n ‘:,m R
She must he saw  heéy ‘
tiome, and he
8 Lw

llstened erossly to the story. 4
have cmaa home agaln with Jadvyga, he 1 \
Jadvyga lived only two blocke fry o s gm W
i LOnse  Afh aﬁ he 't
miintes pagsed. up
1

er, anxlous. vigll.
after-

Id;
ot ﬁvlnrdn,,_ :P.dt;erhn 8 she hlud been t
wothing ¢o ve happened to Jor.. : - 8 hi
even lfth e _ lw could” hands clenched ti htly and his llm. gl:

 Jurgls _mind In a turmoll. Then he went home
“elosed "t';n\ ':l'(‘)?)‘l.‘m‘ an(i el}tered. ed th
, F # he ) 0
Do e o and hl.t:l opened the door he saw Elzbleta,

there was
ik until
al
L before the usual time, h ome ho.aob:m hlx.oo.:ll;s% w:s (:::)nv'v '32
a " Tinisted sthest wicn Ubtoc; and had u foger ou or fon. Jurgle
, walte : ,
ters, In a single bage- uy she. was close to-him. . .

C80koias had. recently ot Doh't' make any noide,” she whlamred.' '

polsoning, and their h“r%h l{' h
" 0 D 1} ‘ ", " ’
el s tagie 8 the matter?’ he asked

“Onn 1s asleep,” she ted.: “She’
_ ltj “trlé?.re:n;.'r:n‘v':m'-v'orr lll.J I'm aptt L] nffnmﬁw- geemn. tlvm
dering, 4
By omathing T urgis WAS lost on the streeét

all nigh §
b knocked, half Sxpect mttln‘ lk r“d I've only just succeded In
ADawer,

u“' dlan'.nt‘”
L "
of Jadvyga's little n she come 1" he asked.

.l&m A
through n crack Flsblets. f“ﬂr you left this morning,” said

“*And she has been out since.
“No,. of course pot., Nhes' so weak, Jur-
" gis, she' :
e here?'s L © And
e and a '
’ _came, . -
ov? he“ghlid'sihead.  When she
saw who It . #bhe 8lid around out of
;.ﬂhmr ghe 'ha.' n&: dmhneu. Jiur-
exXcuse - ‘ an, her mother -
Wil very Mlee—e 50
“Ona fsn't here ' denjanded Jurgiss, too
nllmged-to walt.for her%to finish.
“\\a{ 0o . sald *Jadvyga. - “What made
you think, she wonld* here?' Had she
“But she hasn't

uA
‘d. llnt‘ohr:t""'m she would be

A!" echoed  Jadvyga In per-
‘*“ Spent the night here,*

¥,

At he some mistake .
qul.r;!'.!y, S'Ona Bas m-v:’r lm;t :l?o

out nearly an
Judvyga Mare

of the yards, beyq
her tmo"-m'

Started and tured pale, “Why 1
“what do you me?n;" !
ut answer,

BaEh Sl S,

Ona was sitting on the bed. She turn
*a starfled’ look apon m‘& A he enter:g.
He Mcktued l:‘hemaoor" in . ‘lvh’l‘etl‘n face and
we owA 8 wite. “Where have yo
héenr 1" ue lkllhﬂi‘.? 4ty
She had her hands clasped tightly In
her lap, and he suaw that her face was as
white as paper and drawn with pain, She
gasped once or twice as she tried to ap.
swer him,: and then began R:)ﬂlklll low
and aWLEOY i OJurgld, 11 (hink | hery
been out of my wmind. 1 started to come
last night, and 1 could not find the way.
I walked—1 walked all night, | think, and
~—and I onl t home-—this morning "

neer

nd
d he could read the sudden fear A
'v'v':m uncertainty that leaped Into her eyes.

gasped, nlmost in a whisper;

t°’|

he cried, flercely.

his peethi hard: together. “Yoy |
,mo.'"’-rc l“h‘anl together. “You

he store,” she
b eper;: "1 had to §0

me,” sald Jurgls,

‘1 had to Ro

“You are lylng to

'l‘hgn he cl{ncueu 'l‘x" (llmnnsu nltllg tt:ol:e?"
. W 0 yo

Ll i Ko b {’hut yure you dolng

i

starting up In

on?”’

' he cried,

that you have to lle to me
s Jurgls !” she exclaimed,
fright. “Oh, Jurgls! how can ¥y
“You have lled to me, 1 say! d
“You told me you had been to Judv;:lxn'l
house that otner night, and you hadn’t.
You had, been where you were last nlght——&
gomewhere downtown, for l?"suw you get o
car., Where were you

tmit was a8 If he had struck a knife Into
her. She seemed to go all to pleces. For
half a second she stood, reeling and sway-
ing, staring a. him with horror In her
eyes ; then, witn a cry of anguish, she tot-
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“You needed a rest,” he sald, in a1
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her fairly in the face,
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