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“THE BEST COUNTY INTHE STATR.”

What the Rural Telophone is About
to Accomplish in Georgila.

Practically every home in Hancock
ecounty, Georgia, will be equipped with
a telephone when the plans of the Spar-
ta, Ga., merchants are completed, The
farmers are co-operating with their pro-
gressive city neighbors in bringing
about this improvement, It will be of
inestimable value, both to the rural
pesidents and to the merchants, The

universal spread of the rural telephone |

has, perhaps, never shown a more
ptriking resuilt,

It will be the best of 'phones, too,
that this up-to date community will
have installed. The central exchange
st Bparta is an adjunct of the Southern
Bell Telephone Company, which, like
all other Bell lines, ? equipped with the
latest improved appliances of the West-
ern Electrie Compuny, the largest man-
ufscturers of telephones and telephone
saparatus in the world. ‘I'his company
bas aiready equipped many rural lines
In the country surrounding Sparta.

The installation of a county-wide ser-
viee means the annibilation of ali dis-
tances In Hancock. A farmer may have
his home at the extreme end of the
county, but he will be able to talk to
bis brother in Bparta with as little trou-
ble as If the two lived on opposite sides
of the same road. Business men whose
rural neighbors furnish them trade wifl
have every customer practically at thelr

rtips. It s difficult to estimate
how much this improvemeht will
mean, expressed in terms of money, to

k county,

Atlanta Constitution recently
commented edltorhll&on the nubé:ct,
under the head “"Getting Into Com-
munication, '’ as follows:

“Haneock county has taken a nt:&ln
the direction of progress which others
will do well to employ as & patiern.

““Instigated by the enterprising citl-
sena of pl?l.‘ tb:ll-:h hn‘-"bm m‘ln

& project w will soon a
talephone into practically every
mtm"s |

mportanee, not only
to the farmers, but to the business in-
muo'fﬂ‘ rta, ol'weh X -t:m‘::
communiecation, covering t
entire county 8&..:1- muu ’mon
ahod.lﬂ:.nd for "purpz; of build-
rural telephone lines bringi
.-‘M into connection with the city ays-

“From this fund approximately balf
expense of eon-w g,u’lh.

be , the farmers the
h’:&d and cost of mmtbdr

“It rely a loeal ent
Sty g e
of the entire gen-

in
lizing the ‘s busi-

mvu. but with m

value of the rural telephone
| thslthuambnadu:

and its proven worth is vastly
small cont.

:F.mu has gone about it
.3“ | not obly in material

?"3 %’:‘. cltizens of

of view
no

are im-
%It Is not only an indication of prog-
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ress, but it s a positive factor in eon-
tinued advancement and growth.”’
Spartans are aiready ting that
when the improvement is completed
:Jboy ;vlll have the ‘‘best county in
eorgis.”

A fund of $5600 has been raised to aid
farmers in purchasing the necessary
equipment for telephone lines, to be
built into the ¢ity and connect with the
telephone exchange there. The com-
mittee in charge of raising the fund met
with every possible encouragement, and
it was declared at the time that an ad-
ditional $5600 could be easily raised if it
were needed. Seldom has any move-
ment been given such an enthusiastic
reception, e farmers in the section
around Sparta were intense in their de-
gire to secure telephone service and
eliminate the burden of isolation.

In less than a month after the fund
was raised plans were made for the con-
struction o)’uvenl telephone lines, and
almost one hundred telephones were
added to the aystem. Inguiries came
to the committee from all sections of
the county, and the movement is yet
in its infancy.

The matter was taken up b{,elhe city
early last March, when a number of en-
terprising citizens realized that if the
farmers’ homes were connected with
Sparta by telephone it would result in
centralizing their intereats in that city
and would insure business that might
otherwise go elsewhere. It meant a
great deal to the business men in the
city and to the farmers. A mass meet-
ing was calied, and a committee :z

inted to secure subscriptions to

und. In the course of s few hours
$600 was raised. A second mass meet-
ing was called, and the following action
was reported:

*“The ccommittee, ¢ ng of Iuc
or J. D. Bennett, W. H. %m'og, M.
and B b, Whkeler. appotnted to sollett

E. Wheeler, appointed to
subscriptions from the business houses
of Sparta, to be eoliected as needed
having reported that they had raised
§600, it was ordered that ssid sum be
gid out on approval of said committee

encourage and aid In the construc-
tion of farmers’ te lines to be
ot Spotias ol Ridey done Spprevs
i e B ng o [ v
routes in the county at the of $10
per mile. It is understood that amounts
#0 paid out onm lines approved by said
committee, are to be in the nature of a
bonua to suen lines for the of

$25 per
the bonus of $10 per mile is an impor-
tant item. A inent citizen in dls-
cussing the matter declared that the
action of the city marked an epoch in
anh, and was one of the most pro-
:;;ou ve steps ever taken by a Southern
y.

*“The telephone is as essential to t::

suffer as | did."

ithin '
t the child’s reach.

During a terrific thunderstorm the
steeple of the First Baptist Church at
Lake Butler was struck %. :
and letely wrecked.
was 1560 feet high and terminated in
m-cent at the end of an eight-foot iron

duincy has installed the Gamewell

sud gladly recommend it to all those whe | §1

Fire Alarm System,- and now has an
up-to-date paid department. That eity
' will also bégin a new sewerage system

| on October 1st, which will cover the en-

|g::cit¥sndbeono of the best in the
te.

t

| _ Articles of incorporation of the New
| Orleans and Gulf States Railway, con-
lneeting New Orleans and Pensacols,
Fla., have been filed at New Orleans.
The capitalization is five million dollars.
| It is belleved the Frisco Rock Island
System is behind the movement, but
this eannot be verified,

President Taft commuted the sen-
| tences of W. S. Harlan, 8. E. Huggins
|and C. C. Hilton, who were convicted
{at Pensacola, Fla,, and sentenced to
"thm esrs in federal orison for peon-
age. e commuted these sentences to
six months’ imprisonment. In the pe-
| tition ol-g: Gallagher and Walter
Grace, convicted at Pensacola, he
declined to interfere and the sentence
of the court will be carried out.

Ten men were killed and five serious

r‘oundl
h.‘l the air, muum‘.
b‘lzwl':cn ﬂ.‘hkd..nlp. Arms i;
torn from the bodies lay on the .
uphlummdtgm

When the
were worklxl: the water and beneath
them was ite, one
toesed a te mn the box
where the connected to the dyna-
mite were,

Mrs, T Newberry, of Waldo,
celebrated one hundredth birth re-
cently, She is the mother of two chil-

ed | dren, & 85 of age and a
son 5l~dmofm have ever

m ‘do “ . 't
- k;r;. K was twenty ;o years
bere the AREE .Fm': e
rs e
stamps, umbrelitg, - gy s mary
common every day ‘with wh
we could not now 7 4
T L U
Good board and mice rooms near to
| busipess part of town.
| 27 R. H. Bradford.
Notice of Teachers’ Ksamination.
The teachers’ examination

| will be held in Beptember
Tth, 1909, ot 8 o'clock, a.m.
themse'ves
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FOR SALE BY HARDEE-SMITH DRUG COPANY.
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