
EARLY DAYS OF
MINING CAMP

ELDORADO CANYON SCENE OF
BLOODY FUEDS OVER CON-

TROL OF VALUABLE MINING

PROPERTIES.

The early days of Eldorado can-

yon witnessed many bloody feuds

over mining properties. Some of

t.he worst outlaws of the west were
attracted to that place on account of

its remoteness from civilization and
of the law. In a recent issue of the

Mohave County Miner John L. Riggs

tells of John Nash’s fight for the
last one-fourth interest in the old

Savage mime 'in which Nash killed

several of his partners. Continuing

Mr. Riggs says:
“The following year a Mr. Davis, a

brother-in-law of John Nash, arrived

in Eldorado canyon. He had some
means and was one of the best mill-
men of those days. He entered into

an agreement with Nash to build a
mill and operate lit, taking shares in

the Eldorado Mining company, organ-

ized by Nash, therefor. Davis quick-

ly perceived the great possibilities of

the Savage and Teohatticup when

equipped with a good milling plant,

and wishing to secure as much stock
as possible he induced a friend nam-
ed Fuller to join him in the ven-
ture. Fuller sold his farm in the
east and turned in every dollar he

was worth, as did Davis, and it was
this money that placed Nash’s com
pany on its feet and became the

nucleus of its fortune. Davis had

full charge of the mill and store at
the Colorado river, six miles from
the mine. William Piette was sup-

erintendent at the mine, and things

were running along very smoothly

until sometime in the year 1873. The

crosscut tunnel had now reached 'the
vein and developed a remarkable body

of ere, both in size and richness,

which was locally known thereafter
ns the “Bridal Chamber.” From this

one ore shoot was taken more than

t»ne million dollars.
“The avarice of Nash was again

excited and he began to plan the ac-
quisition of the interests held by

Davis and Fuller, and to divert the
wealth that was going into their poc-

ket? into his own. As soon as the
new ore body had opened up Davis
was sent for to come up and view7
the wonderful showing of ore. The
big ore team made a round trip be-
tween the mine and mill and Mr. Da-
vis went up on the team in the morn-
ing and made an examination of the
ore body by noon. Davis heretofore
had eaten his meals when at the
mine at the company boarding house,
but this day he was invited to eat

with Piette, who was living with a
squaw. After dimmer Davis hoarded
the ore wagon and the start was
made to the mill. Within a few min-
utes Davfi?. 1 was taken violently ill and

the driver made all haste to the n
Nat iS. Lewis (the first representa-

tive from Mohave county to the Ari-
zona legislature.) who acted as camip

doctor, was sent for and worked with
the sick man until he expired, about
twelve hours thereafter, with every

sympton of strychnine poisoning. Da-

vis wr as a Mason, as w7as also Lewis
and Louie Cole, w7 lio were with him
until the end, and these men both
told the writer that there was no
question of it being a case of murder
by poisoning. Yet, such was the con-
dition in that camp that no one dar-
ed to say a word or hint that Davis’

d< ath wr as not from natural causes or
his life would be the forfeit.

“Davlis’ death occurred in the mid-

dle of June, just when the Colorado

was at extreme high water and the

drif+ wood was running. Since most

of the fuel supply for the mill was
procured during this stage of water,

it was a very buisiy season for all the
whites in the canyon. Mr. Fuller had
a camp on the river with a large

crew of Indians catching wood. This
camp was established at the big

eddy, about four miles above the mill,

where hundreds of cords of wood
were caught and piled up on the

bank. Asew 7 days after the death of

Davis. Nash sent Piette to the mill

to look things over and during the

day this worthy put in the time look-

ing ihrough the mill, cabins, store

and boarding house. In the evening

he concluded to go to the camp of

Fuller and see how he was getting

along with the wood catching busi-

ness. He remained all night, leav-

ing in the morning right after break-
fast. Observe the incident: another
man eat his last meal with this arch
murderer. The Indians reported that

soon after Fuller had eaten break-

fast he was taken very sick, and

soon died with the same symptoms of

strychnine poisoning that caused the
death of Davis. An Indian came for
Nat Lewis, but when he reached the
camp Fuller was dead.

“It would appear that in tracing a

man’s evil deed, this would be a

sufficient indictment against him.

but I must proceed still further in

•the career of this man. Piette next,

in the year 1877, in company of Hans

Godfrltsen opened a little store at
'.he mill. As neither one had exper-

ts nee in such business it soon be-

come evident that they would have to
take in a partner that did have

Henry Warner was taken in, putting
up the money necessary to put the
concern on its feet.

It is known that Piette and Warner
quarreled and Piette backed down

before it came to a gun fight, as it

was well known that Warner was
known to be a brave man. But in a
short time Warner disappeared from
the face of the earth, thoroughly .mys-

teriously and effectually, nor was
there ever a trace of him found. Hit
partners ga*e out the report that he
had started down the river at might

in a boat with all the firm’s ready

money to go to San Bernardino to

purchase shares in the Eldorado com-
pany and to purchase goods. At that
time the only means of travel was

I a backboard line from Hardyvilie t(

! Sau Bernardino, or by river steamer.

No trace oould be gotten of Warner
at Hardyville, the stage line had seen
nothing of him, nor had he taken
passage on the steamer. He had said
nothing to his friends in the canyon

of his intention of going out, hut on

the other hand had left his business
in such shape that it was unlikely 1
would have gone so hurriedly. There-
fore, the presumption is that Piette
had also gotten him. If Wanner was

murdered I wish to say that Hans

Gftdfiritsen had nothing to do with it
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personally, as he was an honor,
man, but I do think he had his sus-
picions of foul play, if he did not

even know it. Had he known that
Warner was really murdered he

would not have dared make it
known. After the disappearance of

Warner, Godfritsen retired from the
firm and soon after Piette dropped

out of sight for seven or eight years,

turning up again in 18S6.
“In 1887 he undertook to run a

blazer on a little Irishman named

Thomas Jennings, but. had to take

water. But a vindictive man like
Piette always keeps warm his hate,
and being a squaw 7 man and of In-

dian blood himself, he affiliated with
the PKites. Getting one of the In-
dian boys trunk Piette got. him to kill
Jennings. Loco, the hoy, shot Jen-
nings in the town and escaped, never
having been apprehended, the Indians
refusing to bring him, as they said
Piette was the responsible party.

“And this man Piette lived to die
of pneumonia many years afterward.

“About thirty years after the death

of Davis and Fuller a freshet wash-
ed away beneath where their cabin

stood and exposed their cache of bul-
lion, their part of the profits from
the investment of SIO,OOO, and a man

new to the camp, a man who made

good use of the treasure found it.
This treasure may have been largely

the cause of their death. Who knows?
But Nash did not get it, however; nor
is there any use to ask me w 7 ho did,

as it is a matter strictly of confi-

dence.

“The old Techatticiup and Savage

mines are silent and have been for

years, the habitat of bats, rats and
owls; the stopes that yielded up their
treasures of millions respond no mo: o

to the sound of the hammer and the
reverberation of the blast, and the

old mill, long since obsolete, is fail
ing to decay, and a deep silence lies

ever aft that once wild and lawless

spot. A curse seems upon the place.
No man wr ants it. Yet these mine;

contain millions of wealth, and t o

product is estimated at above three

millions of dollars.”
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STORE.

Go to Robert’s for a good chicken
dinner Sunday.

John Roberts made a couple of

business trips to Bouse the past

week.

R. C. Saufiley returned Friday morn-

ing from a vacation trip to the

coast.

Merle Williams VU Wednesday on
his vacation. He will spend most of

Inis time at. San Diego.

Fritz Riddle departed for Virginia
Thursday night. He will visit his
father there for the next month.

Henry Wishmeyer arrived from
Swansea Thursday night, and expects

to remain here for several weeks.
Dr. A. B. Brown, the dentist, is

now prepared to attend to your wants.
All work guaranteed. Office at resi-
dence on B street.

Lester White returned last week

from a vacation trip to Oklahoma and
San Diego. Mrs. White will return
later in the summer.

Mrs. E. V. Phillips, mother of Mrs.
A. B. Brown, arrived Thursday night

from Mesa, where she lias been visit-
ing with relatives for the past few
weeks.

Mrs. G. L. Babcock and children
departed for the coast, last week on
a pleasure trip. Mr. Babcock will join
the family next week and accompany
tneni home.

General Manager W. A. Drake of
the SI F. P. & P. lines arrived here
Thursday night in his private car.
leaving for Prescott the follow
ing maiming.

C. E. Phelps of the Colorado River
Supply company leaves Friday night

for Los Angeles where lie will join
one of his sons on a vacation trip to

northern California.
Among recent arrivals at the Hol-

lenbeck hotel, Los Angeles, from
Parker and vicinity were G. A. Marsh
and wiife, T. M. Dremnan, R. C. Sauf-
ley and wife, and F. H. Carthill.

Puritan Greaseless PeroxLzed Cream
the Summer Cream De Luxe, same
form ula and size as famous 50 cent
cream, only 25 cents at City Drug

Store.
Another carload of lumber for the

new office buildings and superintend
ent.’s quarters at the Indian school
arrived the past. week. The work
on the new buildings is progressing
veiy fast.

J. R. Broughton and Clyde McAd-
ams departed Sunday night for Rock-
ford, 111., on a visit with Broughton’s
mother. Before returning in No vein

her they will visit other eastern ci-
ties.

Sup- Tintendent O. L. Babcock is
having a first-class tennis court pre-
pared at the Indian school. The
ground has been oiled and will soon

oo in shape for t.lt.e players of litis
popular game.

R. .J. Martin received a letter the
past week front Ed Rook, who is now
in Hawaii, working for the govern

ment. He states in his letter that
he expects to return to Arizona soon,

and may come to Parker to reside
permanently.

(k C. Dunn left for the coast Wed-
nesday nigiht on a visit to his fam-
ily at Pasadena. He will remain
tht-re until the latter part of the
month. During his absence Miiias
Louise Ross will be acting cashier
of the Parker Bank & Trust Co.

Houses for Rent, Furnished and

Unfurnished.
G. A. MARSH COMPANY.

O. L. T-abcock and Dr. Israel, ac-
companied by an Indian driver, went

to Blythe Thursday,being called there
by the serious illness of one of the
Indian school students, who has been
employed :it that place during the
summer vacation. They expect to
bring' the sick boy home if he is able
to travel.

A baby boy was born to Mr. and

Mrs. .T. T. Price at the home of Mrs.
Price’s parents at Bloomington, Cal.,

last Sunday morning. Mr. Price re-

ceived the welcome news Tuesday
and is all puffed up over the stork’s
visitation. According to latest re-
ports mother and babe are getting

along fine.
Sheriff Mel Greenleaf of Yuma was

in town Tuesday posting up notices
of the coming primary election. In-
stead of advertising these elections in
the county newspapers the new regis-

tration law provides that the sheriff

shall post notices in each precinct.

The costs for traveling to the var-
ious precincts in this county w.'tl ex

ceed newspaper publication, but it
appears that the legislature out off
the newspapers from publishing of-
ficial notices wherever possible.

Good meals every day at Robert’s
dining rooms.

SETTLERS’ MAP.

A complette descriptive map of soil
and topography of the Colorado Riv-
er reservation in Arizona. Shows farm
land, fruit land, overflow laud, mesa,

river, sloughs, sand alkali, roads, wa-
terholes and timber in the great Par-
ker valley where 3,500 farms will be
opened to entry soon. Map accom-
panied by written description of ev-
ery acre. Also complete report on

Parker project. Price $2.00 postpaid.
Randall Henderson - Parker, Ariz.

Cool off
in California

SANTA TE EXCURSIONS
To Los Angeles, Catalina Island, Redondo Beach, San Diego, Santa
Barbara, San Francisco. Tickets on sale daily until Sept. 30, 1912.
Good for return until November 30, 1912,

C. A. HUNTER, Agent

Santa Fe
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Safe and Conservative

Solicits Your Business

Come and See Us

All That* Its Name Implies

CITY DRUG STORE
Your patronage always appreciated

PARKER MEAT MARKET
and BAKERY

Fresh Meats, Butter, Eggs, Fruit, and Vegetables

Bread, Pies, Cakes, Etc., always on hand

California Ave, McGEE & CO. Parker, Arizona

Parker Commercial Co.
Reliable Goods. Pair Prices

Courteous Treatment

We Handle the Best Groceries to be Had

OUR HAMS, BACON AND LARD ARE ALWAYS FRESH. OUR TEAS

AND COFFEES ARE THE BEST. OUR EGGS AND BUTTER ARE THE

FRESHEST. OUR CANNED GOODS ARE THE LATEST PACK AND

OF THE STANDARD AND EXTRA STANDARD QUALITY.

WE CARRY A LINE OF

Dry Goods, Notions, Hats, Shoes
Hardware, Cutlery, Furniture

Paints, Oils, Hay
and Grain

Our Prices are Just and Right

Parker Commercial Co.
PARKER., ARIZONA
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