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POLITICS 
We have received a few com- 

plaints from some of our read- 

ers to the effect that we are run 

ning a political paper instead ot 

an independent publication, biu 

with the few complaints we 

have had the individuals who 

seemed so much agrieved at us 

failed to give a reason why they 
thought we were delving so 

deep into politics. There were 

some one evidently reading, or 

imagining he was reading, be- 
tween the lines and at the same 

time having “fits’ of political 
cramps and thinking everybody 
else has the same mind he'has, 
but if any man or reader of this 

paper will show us one single 
article that has appeared in 
this paper retaining to polit- 
ics, with the exception of a paid 
advertisement, then we will be 
ready to acknowledge the fact 
end get down on our knees and 
lick tke fingers and toes of the 
high ranking politicians and 
smack our mouths as tho we 

were eating “lolly pops” of ice 
cream. 

There is a man circulating 
the news over our good land, 
and taking the trouble to go in- 
to every nook and corner of our 

county, telling our good, honest, 
conscientious, readers, both 
Democrats and Republicans, 
that the Democratic Party has 
been refused space in the Dick- 
enson County Herald to pub- 
lish its (the Democratic Party) 
political advertisements, /tfd 
the purjmter of this propagan- 
da is no other than Mr. J. C. 

•Smith, of Clintwood, Va., the 

independent candidate for Com- 
monwealth’s Attorney, who is 

hoping and expecting to man- 

age the legal affairs of our good 
county for the next four years, 
but the management of this 
newspaper would impress most 

emphatically on the minds of 
the citizens of this county and 
the readers of this paper that, 
so far as the Democratic Cand- 
idates being debarred from the 
use of the columns of this pap- 
er, is an absolute falsehood 
from the begining let it come 

from any scource it may.. 
Tt is a true fact that J. C. 

Smith was refused sphce in 
this paper, but only after he(J. 
C. Smith) and two of his lieu- 
tenants, one of them armed 
with a pistol, entered the office 
of this paper and demanded 
that J. C. Smith have so much 
space in the newspaper. Think- 
ing that he intended to iorce i 

the management of this paper 
to let him have space, the Ed-! 
itor absolutely refused tp let 
him (J. C. Smith) hav^ space 
at any price. When this refus- 
al was tendered Mr. Smith he j 
immediately circulated the pro- ! 
oaganda: “WE HAVE BEEN 
FORC'ED TOO GO OUT OF 
THE COUNTY TO GET OUR 
PRINTING DONE.” He also 
tells the public that the Dem- 
ocrats have been refused space 
in the columns of the Dicken- 
son County Herald, which is an 

untruth. 
“We have been forced out of 

the County.” 
When Lindbergh landed in 

France he referred to his voy- 
age with the plural “WE” mean 

ing thereby himself and his 
aeroolane, “The Spirit of St. 
Louis.” We are at a loss to un- 

derstand just what Mr. Smith 
means by the expression which 
he used in his hand bills, when 
he f°f1, “We were forced out of 
the County to get our printing 
done.” But from this express- 
ion we are forced to the conclu- 
sion that he (Mr. Smith) has 
been accepted into, the ranks of 
the good Democrats and they 
are acknowledging him as their 
canr/ign manager and legal 
counsel. What say you good cit- 
izens, when the word “WE” 
was us^d in the hand bills of 
Mr. Smith, did it mean the Dem- 
ocrat Party, or did it merely 
mean Mr. Smith, his saddle 
horse and automobile? 

Space Open 
1 he management of this news 

paper would have it clearly un- 
derstood that the columns of 

I 

TO THE PEOPLE OF 
MCKESSON COUNTY VIRGSNU 

Ca October 11, 1927, I re- 

ceived a letter from Mr. T. P. 
Bise relative to -the rights of an 

absent voter. I immediately an- 

swered his letter, giving him 
my opinion, based on my inter- 
pretation of the Virginia stat- 
utes concerning absent voters 
and the former unquestioned 
practice in Dickenson County 
in permitting voters who had 
voted by mail, or who had de- 
livered their ballots to the reg- 

jistrar, to vote in person on elec- 
tion day. 

Without my permission and 
apparently for ijirtisan purp- 

oses, some person, or persons, 
had these two letters published 
in the Dickenson County Her- 

! aid, issue of October. 13, 1927. 
i In consequence of this unwar- 
ranted use of my letter, there 
have arisen differences of opin- 

j ion, some honest, some parti- 
j ;an, as to the proper interpre- 
; cation of the absent voter’s 
law. 

To clear up, as far as pdssible, 
these differences, and to enable 
the election officials to adopt a 

uniform and legal course in 
dealing with this question on 
election day, at the request of 
headers of both parties 1 wrote 
the Attorney-General of Virgin 
ia on October 18, 1927, a letter, 
and he replied (incorporating 
in his answer the whole of the 
body of my letter) as follows, 
to-wit: 
“Commonwealth or Virginia, 

Office of the Attorney-General 
Richmond 

October 24, *927 
Hon. E. J. Sutherland, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
Clintwood, Virginia. 
My dear Sir: 

Acknowledgment is made 
of your letter of October 18, 
1927, in which you say: 

‘There has arisen in the 
present political campaign 
in Dickenson County an a- 

i cute situation, in regard to 
th° absnt voters’ lew. that 

this paper are open to botti maj- 
or parties (Democrats and Rep- 
ublicans) but there is no out- 

isider, who belongs to neither 
party so far as we know, that 
that can come into our place of 
business and force his name into 

i the columns of this paper. 
Who can yell Politics? 

Who has any more right to 
yell nblitics than this news- 

paper? Why didn’t the man- 

ager of this publication yell 
You are running; the thing- into 

politics when the Democrats 
who were in power sent out of 
the county to have the poll tax 
list printed and also to have the 
ballots printed? We did not say 
one word about this. And to go 
further to give you a plausible 
reason why we could “holler” 
politics is that the printing from 
the Clerk’s Office, which is paid 
for by the tax payers of this 
county, who are composed of 
both Democrats and Republi- 
cans, and which amounted to a 

considerable sum of money, has 
been sent out of this county to 
be done by a Democrat printer, 
and still we have said nothing 
offensive about the party. 
This papers considers itself too 
broad to stoop so low as to ad- 
hear to the principles adopted 
by slimy handed political lead- 
ers, whose hands are dripping 
with the slime of ditry politics 
and whose faces are burning 
with the guilt of rjolitical crook- 
edness. 

We again declare ourselves to 
be independent and expect to 
stay that way and the columns 
of this paper are open to both 
political parties alike, but we 

will not publish slanderous 
statements for any one. 

We have no denunciationto 
make against anyone, but would 
rather say that this county is 
full of good honest Democrats 
and Republicans who want to 
live right and do the right thing 
all the time and who will not 
stand and who do not stand for 
political crookedness on either 
side. This is the kind of people 
this par/ r is for and has been 
tor and expects to cater ,to in 
the future. 

demands careful and immed- 
iate action. I am writing to 
secure your opinion at once 
on the interpretation of the 
following questions, to-wit: 
“1. Is a voter, who is qualif- 
ied in all respects to vote and 
who has voted by mail or de- 
livered his ballot in person 
to his registrar, authorized, 

under the absent voters’ law, 
to appear at the polls on el- 
ection day, demand a ballot 
from the election judges and 
vote in person, at the same 
time requesting the election 
officials to mark his mail 
ballot, or the ballot he de- 
livered to the registrar, 

Rejected”, etc., as the law in- 
dicates? Does his mail vote 
bind him entirely on election 
day ? 
“2. Is a voter entitled to 
vote by mail, or by deliver- 
ing his ballot to his regist- 
rar, on his expectation of 
being absent from his pre- 
cinct, when in fact he is at 
his polls or anywhere in his 
precinct on election day; in 
other words what effect 
does the presence of the 
voter, who has mailed his 
ballot, or delivered it to the 
registrar previous to the e- 
lection day, in his own pre- 
cinct on election day have on 
his mail ballot, or delivered 
ballot? Can a voter’s ballot 
be counted as an absent 
voter’s ballot, when in fact 
he is present in his precinct 
on election day? 
“I will appreciate very much 
an early reply to this letter. 
I am besieged every day 
with requests for my official 
interp retation of these quest 
ions, and I feel that the bit- 
terness already engendered 
in our campaign requires 

an immediate, unbiased, and 
complete understanding of 
these questions.” 

In response to the quest- 
ions submitted by you, I am of 
the opinion that a voter, who 
has obtained his ballot as an a- 
bsent voter, even though pre- 
ent at the precinct on the day 
of election, is not entitled to 
a new ballot. Having exercised 
his right to vote as an absent 
voter, he cannot be heard to de 
mand the right to vote as be- 
ing present on the day of elect- 
ion. 

In 1923, Hon. C. R. McCorkel, 
the Commonwealth’s Attorney 
of Wise County, requested a 
similar opinion from me. The 
voter in the case referred to by 
him having obtained a ballot 
from the registrar, expecting to 
be absent on the day of election, 
marked and returned it as re- 
quired by law; but having later 
discovered that he would be! 
present on the day of election, ! 
he applied to Mr. McCorkle for 
advice, and, in response to Mr. 
McCorkle’s request that I give 
him my opinion I did so. In that 
opinion I said (Report of thq 
Attorney-General, 1923-1925, 
p. 109): 

“In my judgment, as soon 
as the ballot is marked and 
deposited in the mail, that 

is equivalent to having voted, 
so far as * the elector is con- 
cerned.” 

A similar opinion was also ex- 
pressed by me on Nevember 3, 
1922. in an opinion given to Mr. 
W. W. Dennis, of Pearisburg, 
Virginia (Report of the At- 
torney-General, 1922-1923, p. 
153). 

If you will examine sections 
j 211, 212, 213 and 214 of the 
iCode, as amended, you will see 
from these sections that the re- 

gistrar on receipt of a ballot 
must depbsit the envelope con- 

taining the ballot unopened in 
a sealed box, in which it must 
be kept until the day of elect- 
ion. This box must be delivered 
by him on the day of election to 
the judges, for which the regis- 
trar receives a receipt. On thd 
morning of the day of election 
on which the ballots are to be 
offered, the registrar is Requir- 
ed to post a true copy of the 
lists of the names and address- 
es of all persons, who have ap- 
plied for ballots as absent vot- 
ers, in a conspicuous place at 
the polling pVice of his precin- 
ct. The box must remain un- 

Turn to page four. 

J. C. SMITH'S FALSE STATEMENTS 
DISCUSSED iW THE PEOPLE TOLD 

WHAT HE IS AND HAS BEEN 
One J. O. Smith has put out 

circulars in which, he makes a 

personal attack on me and while 
I dislike very much to refer to 
personalities and especially to 
discuss the record of a man 

like J. C. Smith, whose reputat- 
ion is so well known that a 

mere reference to it is a stench 
to the nostrils of all decent 
people. 

However, I have sppnt my 
life among the people of Dick- 
enson County and while I feel 
that any charges that J. C. 
Smith may trump up or make 
against me need no answer, 
still I feel it my duty to submit 
to the people a few facts and re- 
cords concerning this J. C. 
Smith, so that when they see 
his words they can beware of 
second Annias. 

J. C. Smith charges as fol- 
lows : 

1. That I have been procured 
by his opponents to secure af- 
fidavits against him. • 

2. That Rufus Mullins is alsa 
responsible for the affidavits. 

3. That Rufus Mullins and I, 
once before, did this kind of 
dirty work and had it thrown 
in our faces by Judge Skeen in 
Judge Burn’s Court. 

No. 1. 
I desire, to say that Mr. Walter 

B. Phipps had nothing to do 
with the taking of the affidav- 
its and was not present and so 
far as I know he, Walter B. Phi- 
pps had nothing to do with the 
taking of the affidavits 
and so far as I know 
he, Walter B. Phipps did not 
know fhat the affidavits were 

being made. I was called as at- 
torney to prepare the affidavits 
and the parties who made the 
affidavits had told about it to 
other people long before I saw 

them, and the parties told it to 
me in he presence of the officer 
and it was written down then 
the affidavits read, the party 
sworn and ‘the affidavit signed. 
Itook the affidavits as told by 
the witnesses and without re- 

gard to who was named therein, 
as the people are entitled to 
know the conduct ,of everyone 
who joins this midnight brigade 
of election trickery. 
No. 2. 

Rufus Mullins is not respon- 
sible for the affidavits and did 
not know that any of the affidav 
its had been made until after 
they were made and he was not 
with me at any time in connect- 
ion with these affidavits or 

either of them. 
No. 3. 

iiiuie liiiciiiiuuo laistJiiuuu 

never was put in print and only 
today the Judge Skeen referred 
to has told different people how 
false and untrue this statement 
by J. C. Smith is. He will tell it 
to anyone who desires to ask 
him about it. Ask him yourself? 

But let us see who it is that 
attempts to falsely make state- 
ments to try to make a snake 
screen to hide behind, so that 
his record and character both 
of which are as black as the 
wings of a midnight raven, may 
not be seen by the .people. 

WHO IS J. C. SMITH? 
This is the J. C. Smith, who 

in 1918, while Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, according to his own 

evidence, committed the act of 
adultry in his own town and be- 
neath the shadow of his own 
home and thereby violated his 
marriage vowand the laws of 
the land which he had taken 
an oath to uphold as well as his 
oath as an officer. 

“THOU SHALT NOT COM- 
MIT ADULTRY.” 

“THOU SHALT NOT BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS, etc.” 

This same J. C. Smith was so 

degraded as to subsequently, on 
the streets of Clintwood and at 
other places beasted of his 
acts of infidelity and adultry, 
and attempted to heap disgrace 
on the woman whose confid- 
ence he had betrayed. 

Pursuant to information giv- 
en out by his boasting and vol- 
untary affidavit by him given 
to a Post Office Inspector he was 
indicted for violating the White 

I 

Siave Traffic Act in the United 
States District Court for the 
Western District of Virginia 

land was convicted by a jury on 
the following charge: 

“That on thev. .day of Dec- 
ember, 1918, the said J. C. 
Smith, did knowingly persuade, 
induce, entice and coerce a cer- 
tain woman, to-wit: [The name 
of the woman is omitted for her 
sake,] to go in interstate com- 
merce from a certain ffiace, to- 
wit: Fremont, Virginia, in said 
Western District of Virginia, 
and within the jurisdiction of 
this court to a certain place, to- 

] wit: Pikeville, Kentuckey, for 
| the purpose of prostitution and 
debauchery and for other im- 
moral purposes, and with the in 
tent and purpose on the part of 
the said J. C. Smith, that the 
said. should engage 
jin the practice of prostitution 
: and debauchery and for other 
| immoral purposes, to-wit: for 
•the purpose of illicit sexual in- 
tercourse and adultry with her, 
and the said J. C. Smith did 
thereby knowingly cause and 
aid and assist in causing and 
aiding the said.to go and 
be transported as a passenger 
upon the line and route of a 
certain comrrton carrier in in- 
terstate commerce, to-wit, a 
certain railway train-and trains 
from Fremont, Virginia, in 
said Western District of Vir- 
ginia, and within the jurisdict- 
ion of this court, to Pikeville, 
Kentucky, contrary to the form 
of the statute in such case made 
anci proviaea, and against the 
peace and dignity of the United 
States.” 

J. C. Smith testified as a wit- 
ness and denied his guilt, but 
the jury thought he was guilty 
and convicted him. 

The verdict of the jury was 
approved by Judge Henry C. 
McDowell and J. C. Smith was 
fined- $500.00. A new trial, how- 
ever, was given in this case in 
the Federal Circuit Court on 
the ground of after discovered 
evidence, and was never again 
tried by a jury. 

When the boys were in the 
service of our Country and the 
good people of Dickenson Coun- 
ty and throughout this*, land 
were backing them by buying 
War Saving Stamps. This same 
J. C. Smith, who was at that 
time Commonwealth’s Attorn- 
ey, sold the Stamps for the Gov- 
ernment. The United States 
Government found a shortage 

| of $2,000.00 in War Saving 
Stamps and the amount of pro- 
ceeds turned over to the Gov- 
ernment and indicted J. C. 
Smith for STEALING these 
Stamps. This indictment is in 
the words and figures following 
to-wit,: 

“Tn the District Court of the 
United States for the Western' 
District of Virginia: 

“At Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
“April, 1921, term. 
“United States of America) ss. 
^‘Western District of Virgin- 

ia) 
“The Grand Jurors of the Un- 

ited States, chosen, selected and 
sworn in and for the Western 
District or Virginia upon our 

oaths present: 
“That heretofore, to-wit: On 

the day of December in 
the year 1918, J. C. Smith, in 
Dickenson County, Va., in said 
Western District of Virginia 
and within the jurisdiction of 
this court, did unlawfully and 
feloniously embezzle certain 
property of the United States, 
to-wit: certain War Saving 
Stamps of the value of Two 
Thousand (82,000) Dollars, 
more or less, contrary to the 
form of the statute in such cas- 

es made and provided and a- 

gainst the peace and dignity of 
the United States. 

Second Count: 
“And the Grand Jurors afore- 

said, upon their oaths aforesaid 
do further present: 

“That at the time and place 
aforesaid and the jurisdiction 

I aforesaid, the said J. 0. Smith 
did unlawfully and feloniously 

[stea and purloin certain prop- 
erty and valuable things of the 
property of the United States, 
to-wit: certain War Saving 
Stamps of the value of two 
Thousand ($2,000) Dollars, 
more or less, contrary to the 

LOCALS 
********* 

Miss Loretta Deel has return- 
ed from a visit to Abingdon. 

Mrs. G. R. McCoy is ill at this 
writing. 

Steward Damron, Myrtle and 
Carra Damron, motored to Nor- 
ton, Appalachia and Big Stone 
Gap on last Saturday, and re- 
port a nice time. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Neel and 
daughter Virginia of Norton, 
visited their niece Mrs. W. H. 
Walker and Mr. Walker Sunday 
ifternoon. 

Mrs. W. P. Raines is visiting 
home folks at Grundy this week 

Mrs. A. A. Skeen, Mrs. D. M. 
Crabtree and little Wilma Ras- 
nick ar.e bn the sick list this 
week. 

The ladies of the Baptist 
Missionary Society will hold 
their regular meeting at the 
home of Mrs. M. F. Combs, 
Thursday after noon. 

Miss Ruth Raymond an Mr. 
McDohald, sister and cousin of 
Mr. J. L. Reynolds were visit- 
ing in town the past week end. 
Their home is at Christianburg, 
Va. 

Mr. C. Phipps is out again 
after being somewhat indispos- 
ed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Parkis, of Mich., together with some 
friends, made up a motoring 
party that visited us last week 
end. Mr. and Mrs. Parkis left 
here 25 years ago. They were 
shaking hands with their many 
friends and complimenting out- 
town very much. 

funeral services will be con- 
ducted this afternoon in the 
Babtist Church for George Min- 
ton who died at Clinchco, Yest- 
erday. George Minton was the 
husband of Alice Vanover and 
son-in-law of Mrs. Ellen Vanov 
er and the late Levi Vanover. 
Their many friends extend to 
them their heartfelt sympathy. 

We are glad to note that Mr. 
John Trivitt is improving and 
able to be out on the streets a- 
gain. 

Mrs. Roland E. Chase had as 
her dinner guests Saturday, Mr 
and Mrs. Fred Parkis and their 
friends of Mich. 

Miss Val Hylton is teaching 
for Miss Maxie Speer this week. 
Miss Speer has a severe case of 
tonsilitis. 

************ 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
It has circulated around in 

this County that I have prom- 
ised certain individuals a Depu- 
ty Sheriff’s place, if I be elect- 
ed Sheriff of this county. I want 
the people to know postively I 
have not promised any one a 

deputy’s place. If I be lucky e- 

nough to be elected. Where they 
need a man to serve I am going 
to let the good citizens say who 
they want. This is facts. 

Yours truly 
J. H. Anderson 

form of the statute in such 
Gases made and provided and 
against the peace and dignity 
of the United States. 

“Joseph H. Chitwood, 
“United States Attorney.” 

“Vio. Sec. 47 Penal Code. 
“THOU SHALT NOT STEAL” 
J. C. Smith talks about Judge 

Bum’s Court, and as he seems 
to be so well known in the Fed- 
eral Court, suppose we look at 
him in the State Court. 

A rule was issued from Judge 
Burn’s Court against J. C. 
Smith, and he was charged a- 

mong other things: 
“That on the....day....of 
., 1920, in the county of 
Dickenson, Virginia, and while 
the said J. C. Smith was Com- 
monwealth’s Attorney of said 
county, one while drunk 
shot in and along the public 
road of said county and shot 
into the house of one.and 
shot at and among the family 
of the said.. and shot at 
the said ., with intent, 
them, the said. and his 
family then and there to maim, 
disfigure, disable or kill, that 
he, the said ., then and 
there in the manner and form 
aforesaid, did commit certain 
felonies and misdemeanors with 
in the said county of Dickenson 
and that it then and there be- 

! (Turn to page four) 


