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THE NEW 01TY OHAERTER.

Roanoke is not a very old olty, but
for a time its growith was very rapld.
Thus it happened that many ol the pro-
vislons for ite government and main-
tenance were inadequate, and in conse-
quence revisions of the charter have
been eeveral times necessary. Some of
these changes were wise and worked
well in the machinery of munleipal
management. Others born of ignorarcs
of the true needs of the oity or sn ex-
aqgerated idea of Its limits and possi-
billties were early found as unservicea-
ble a8 the filth wheel of a wagon, and
A8 unnepegsary as A brakeupon a smooth
and level road. As a result of these
unprofitable innovations the city was
put to » great deal of unnecessary ex-
penssd in the creation of new offices, for
which there wans no necessity. All of
these changes In the charter are Bo
fresh in the minds of our oltizans as to
need no racapitulation. Suffice it to
8ay thnt most of them have been fully
tried and found wanting, leaving the
tax-piyers with the burdens to bearand
the community the (Il resulws of so
much overwolght.

Recently the City Council, with the
moet laudable motlves possible, have
overhnulod the presant charter,and after
weoelts of laborious work have formu-
Iated nnow one which 18 to be presented
to the lngislature for ndoption or rejec-
tion. While some of the mlnor changes
of the documens may be improvementa
over old methods, there are those which
on a careful examination, will ba found
unnccessary innovations, and some of
thom of very doubiful propriety. A
thort raviaw of some of these proposed
changod may not bo outof order in this
connection, along with & notles of such
objecilons a4 are mopirent on examling-
tion.

First In vhe llat of such objactions is
the proposition to comblne the offica of
mayor with that of justice of the peace
and pay him a fixed salary for his sar-
vices. Instead of doing this It appaars
to us that a far betisr plan would ba to
pay the mayor of the city merely &
nominal sslory or let him serva for
nothing as membars of the Council now
do. Thus the people would be ablo to
bestow the honor on soma worthy elti-
zen who would be unable or unwilling
to devote his whole tlme to the plod-
ding details of sucha position as is con
tomplated in the provisiona of tho pro-
posed charter, while the legal duties
could be more satisfactorlly filled, per-
haps, at a fixed salary by soms one
better acquainted with the law.

Again it appears to us that the crea-
tion of the posltion of city tax collector,
and paying the tressurer o salsry is
simply adding to the numbar of paid
officinls without, in any degree, lessen-
ing expenges. This work of collecting
taxes, licenses, ete., seems to have boen
done a8 well under the old system as it
will be possible to do it under the naw.
1t is simply sdding to tho complications
0f the munlelpal government without
any reciproocal roturns in the matter of
economy.

‘The plan of paying the commissloner
of revenue a szlary instead ol compon-
satlog him by the legitimato foes of the
offico, is open to the general objactlon,
in the csse of all such offgers, that
where the salary is fixed by law the in-
centives to active exertionars in a large
degree removed, and, In consequonce,
instead of adding to the rocelpts of the
<ity from this office, 1t {a only paving
the way for deficits. As aplaln busi-
ness proposition, founded on evan a
slight knowledge of humsn nature, it
must be admitted by all that the worst
collectors imagineble, as a rule, aro
salaried ones. Sometimes, it is true,
men are 80 conecientious that they will
work harder for a weekly, monthly o>
annual stipend than for wages which
are pall in fees and commissions; but
these men are rare, 8o far as the expor~
fence of governments and corporations
i8 concerned:

Another proposition that demands the
thoughtful consideration of tax-payers
‘18 the one to glve the Council the power
to inorease the bonded indebtednoss of
‘the clty to an extent not excesding fAf-
teon per contum of sthe asyessed valuo of
‘the real and personal proparty of tho
clty for the benefit of schools and to
make such internal {mprovementa as in
the wisdom of the municlpal loglslsturs
msy eesm necessary. The law alroady
allows the city to lssue bonda to ten per
<ont, of the mssessed value of such prop-
orty, and, in view of the groat shrink-
ages which have ocourred In values here
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within the past four years,it would seem
jush as well for the oity to feel its way
for awhile, before rushing eagerly for-
ward to a five per cent. addition to such
bonded indebtedness. There will be time
enough for this a few years later, when
prosperity has come on with a full
swing, and then, indesd, the rapid fill-
ing in of vacant places and the great
enhancement io values may render this
unnecessary. At any rate, our advice
in the matter of charter amendments, is
to go slow, and in every case let well
enough alone.

THE NEW YEAR.

To-day is the beginning of & mnew
year. The one just closed has been &
long record of dleastera by sea and
1and, of wara and rumors of wars. The
year 1806, in the unseitled issues lefi
by 1895, is fraught with great events,
involving the peace and happiness of
millions of human beings. Life, how-
ever, Is full of vlclssitudes, for the
meetisg of which & conscienca void of
offense towards God and man is alone
required. Tae Times wishes all of its
renders a happy new year, and hopes,
when the veifl that hides the future is
litted, that it will reveal a fullness of
pesce and prosperity to the peopls of
this clty, State and nation.

RussiA, not so very long ago, was ro-
ported as belng nearly bankrupt. Re-
cent developments, howevaer, show that
the government of the Czar not only has
rmoney enough to meet all its obliga-
tions, but Is ready to lend it to other
natinng, Chins borrowed of Russia,
through ¥'=ange, the funds with which
to pay the Japiness indemnity, and
now it Is reported that the Great Dear
of the North is ready to lend money to
the United States. Nor is this all, Rus-
ais, it {5 snid, hys entered into a secret
troaty with the Sultan of Turkey,and is
offeriog to loan riomey to him to re-
cuperate his finances, which are pald to
be in & helpless condition, What Eng=
land will do under the clrcumstances
remains to be seen. I4 certainly does
not seem that there is much co-oper-
atlon among the greatpowars in regu-
lating Turkish affairs.

THE go'd reserve is now lers than
gixty-four million dollars, and snother
bond issue is lmpondiog. Bre there is
no deficit in our revenue, according to
Secrotary Carlisle. We borrow money
to maintaln the gold reserve; the gold
hunter depletes the reserve with our
greenbacks; the greenbacks go into the
Treasury, and, {n & sort of now you soe-
itsand-now-yousdon't way, stand off the
deflelt, pay current governmental cx-
ponses and comelup again emilingly to
the work of depleting the gold reserve.
Great s the art of jugglery in finance,
and Carlisle I8 its prophet.—Petersburg
Index-Appeal.
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Brazir, following tha exampla of
Epgland i{n the Venezuelan boundiry
question, refuses to adopt the sugges-
tion of Great Britain to arbitrate with
thn last named power the disputed
ownership of the lsland of Trinidad.
ln other words the South American ra-
public glvea John Bull a dose of his own
medicine,

Prun-nuerl Unlon of Soclatlea.

CisciNNATI, Ohlo, Dee, 31,—A move-
ment toward the unification of the two
almilar societles, tho Sons of the Revo-
lution and the Sons of the Amerioan
Rovolution, was begun hers to-day,
when a half dozen or more representa-
tives of the two Onlo societies of the
ordera mat for conferance. Tae differ-
enca between the two organ‘zationu fs
80 slight that there la reason to believe
the Ohio societier will favor amalgama-
tlon and their iufluence may be eflactive
in producing & complete unification of
the two organizations,

An ex-Convict Lynched.

JacksoN, Miss,, Dec. 31.—News has
reached here ot the lynching of Andrew
Lirown, & mnegro ex-convict and &
notorious cattle thief, in Simpson
county. Brown attempted to eell three
fat cattle at Westville and was arrested.
A constable started with him to a justice
of the peace near where the theft was
commlitted. On the way he was taken
from the officers by a mob, swung to &
trzo and riddled with bullets.

Thraee Men Killed by an Exploslon,

WiLkEsSnARRE, Pa., Dec. 81.—A toer-
rific boller exploslon, by which three
mon were killed, occurred av the law
colliery at Avoca, & emall inining town
twelve miles from here, this morning.
Tho dead are: Alexander Young, aged
33, a pump drillor; Thomss MeDnnald,
aged 52, machinist, and John Rolls,
aged 50 The two first named were
mangled beyond recognition. The ex-
plosion {a supposed to have been caused
by low water in the boilor.

Duchess of Murlborough Well,

Roume, Dee. 31 —Inguirles were made
to-night by the representative of the
Associated Press as to the health of the
young Dughess of Marlborough, for-
morly Miss Jonguelo Vanderbils, of Now
York. It has been learned that she is
In excellent health, and went last evon-
Ing to the theatre. To-day she visited
the Vatican museum.

Electrio Bittors,

Erverrie BirTtens s a medlcine
suited for any season, but perhaps more
generally neaded, when the languid ex-
hausted feeling prevalls, when the liver
is torpid and sluggish and the need of a
tonic and alterative is folt. A prompt
ut@ of thia medicino has often averted
long and perhaps fatal bilious fevara,
No medicine will ast more surely in
counteraciing and freeing tha system

from the malarial poison. Headache,
Indigestion, Consatipation, Dizzinoes
yiald to Electric Bitters. 5ne. and $1

per botile at Mussle's Pharmacy, 100
Jefferaoh strant.

‘“Treire in music in the alr I"” Listen !
Androws' belled teams are delivering
coal and wood to customeras. Send in
your orders,

Dollars

We want to keep things humming in our Taz1r0R -
ING DaPARTMENT during the dull season.

We've soms particalarly good Suits that we'll make
upat particularly small prices just now.

Our $20, $22.50, $25 and $26.50 Suits can be had
for $17, $18, $20 and $22.50.

If you're wise, you'll be at the first picking.

P Romember that wo keep all our garments

pressod and repalred free of charge.

GILKHESON & CHEITD.

——
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THE SAN FRANCISCO SOANDAL,

HMrs, Davideon Persists in Her Story and
Gives Detalls In Corroboration,

BAN FrANcisco, Deo, 31.—Mrs, Mary
Davidson, the Suonday-school teacher
who is under arress for an slleged at-
tompt to extort money from Rev. Dr. O.
O. Brown, pastor of the First Congres-
sional Ohurch, has made public a
lengthy statement, in which she ra-
iterates the charges made against the
minister. Many details are given for
the purpose of corroborasing the story.
Mrs. Davidson says Miss Overman told
her the names of other women who,were
known by Mr. Brown. .

One of the most Interesting features
of the story is the statement that Miss
Overman went to the looal newspapera
four months sgo and offered to sell s
story for $1,000, which she sald would
ruln & prominent resident of this olty
and cause a sensation all over the coun-
try. When the statement was Airet made
Miss Overman denied the assertion. The
paper in question to-day prints an inter-
view with its eity editor, in which he
8ays & woman whom he belleves to have
been Mlss Overman did offer to sell him
a scandalous story about & prominent
man whom she refused to name unless
pald 81,000.

Miss Overman, who resides at Ta-
coma, Wash., was divorced from her
husband several yesrs ago. Her hua-
band, who was & gambler, was killed in
a gambling house at Butte, Mont. The
local ministry and the membars of Dr.
Brown's church express the utmost faith
in bis uprightness. The mlnisters, at
their weekly mesting, adopted a resolu~
tion of confldence in De. Brown.

Mrs. Davidson says sbe will make
further sensationsl sccusations during
hee trial, Involviner soveral prominent
members of the Iirst Congregational
Church, msale and female, in ecandala
similar to that in which she implicated
the paator.

Mise Overman to-day admitted that
four months ago she offared to sell to a
laeal paper, for $1,000, a story which she
said would ruln & prominent man in this
city. Miss Overman said when sghe
offered to soll the story she was under
the inAuence of Mra. Davideon and as a
matter of fact know nothing against
any prominent man.

A STARTLING CONFESSION,

An Operator Admits That he Caused a
Wreok,

Om¥eiNNATL, 0., Dec. 3L.—Tho start-
ling developments to-day about last
night's wreock was the confession of Fred
Droege, the operator at Storr's station
in Cinoinnati, that he was to blame for
the wreck. He visited Superintendent
Rawn ot tho Baltimore and Ohlo South-
western and ssid that the traim dis-
paicher at Washington, Ind., agked him
if the Loulsvllle express, No. 10, had
passed his statlon. [Heanswered that it
had not.

The fact was No. 19 had gons by.
Ordera were then given to the St. Louls
accommodaticn, No. 8, coming esst to
meet No. 19 at Dalhi, eleven miles
west of Cincinnatl, The Washington,
Ind., ofloe soon learned that No. 19 had
pasged Delhi. Then he kpew that o
bead end collision was {neviiable and
told Btorr's station to prepare wrecking
train at once, which was done. The
collisfon cecurred in a curye at Coal
City, fourteen miles west of Clneinnati.
Tho rest has already been told in these
dispatolies.

Unlawfal Arrests by Deputly Marahals.

Kansas CiTy, Mo, Dec. 31.—A speclal
to the Star from Perry, 0. T., says: In-
dignation exists ia Pawnee countvy over
the unlawful arrest by deputy United
States marshals of men and women
charged with cutting timber on Govern-
ment lands and eelling whiskey to
Indlans, Investigation shows the
charges to have been trumped up, and
about one-half of the deputies of that
county have been recommended for sus-
pengion,

Snicided From Chagrin,

W esT CuesTER, Pa., Dec. 31.—Rather
than appear in court aa & defendantine
shooting case, Lewis B Clayton, a pop-
ular young farmer of Thornbury town-
ship, committed sulcide to day by shoot-
Ing nimaelf in the head. Clayton had
been arrested on the Instance of George
Sharpless, charged with attempting to
shoot the latter a few weeks ago. Clay-
ton brooded over hia arrest, and had
often told bis parents of people teasing
him about the cage. His trlal was to
have taken place next month.

Hunting for a Dasperado,

Kaxsas Crry, Mo. Dep. 31.—A speolal
to the Biar from Perry, O. T., says:
13ill Doolin, an outlaw, afler an unsuc-
cessful attempt to compromise with the
authoritles, is being pursued by armed
deputies. Doolin, tired of iiving & life of
outlawry, ngreed to surrender if assured
of s light sentenis. The proposition
was refuged by United Siates Marshal
Nix, who immedlately set his oflicers
out to capture the robber and mur-
derer.

Alleged Connterfelter Arrested,

. ATLANTA, Ga., Dee. 31.—Willlam
Graham, the alleged shover of bad
money, who was capturod at Paola,
Kean,, ten days ago by government offi-
cers, reached here to-day. He is In the
custady of the United States marshal of
Kansay Clty, and will bs placed in jail
here to await trial. Graham {8 & mem-
ber of the Dye gang. The officers now
think they have the whole gang.

Bucklen's Arnion Halve.

Tir Bost Salve in the world for Cuts,
Bruises, Sores, Uleers, Salt Rheum,
I'aver Sores, Tetter, Chapped Handa,
Chilblains, Corns, and all S8kin Erup-
tlons, and positively cures Plles, or no
pay required. It is guaranteed to glve
parfoct satiafactivn or monoy refunded.
Price 25 conts per box, For esle by
Muasslio's Pharmacy, 100 Jefornon stroot,

HATTERS AND MEN'S FURNISHERS,

REPENTED AT LAST,

A Defaulting Tax Uollector Makes Rez-
titation,

KAN8BAB CrTy, Mo., Deo. 31.—David
Crookett Boggs, who was tax colleotor
of Wyandotte sounty, Kan., in 1859, and
who suddenly disappeared in that year
with a shortage of abous 85,000 returned
to Kansas Olty to-day voluntarily to
make good his shortage.

Mr. Boggs is & son of L. W. Boggs,
who was governor of the Siate of Mis-
souri in 1834-3¢6. When he disappeared
he ontered the Confederate army and
served under General Forrest in the
Second Mlssourl cavalry. AW the close
of the war he went to Colorado snd en-
gazod in the stook business. He never
communicaied with his family and all
of them who are now living supposed
that he was dead. Mr. Boggs’' [ather,
the governor, died In Oregon during the
WAL,

Mr. Bogge' residence is now at Mont-
rose, Oolo, He returned to Kansas City
solnly In order to make good hia short-
age, having made a small fortune dur-
Ing his absence. He desired, he seld,
to die with a olear conscience, and, as
he was old, asked that he not ba made
to suffer for his youthtul misdoinga.
His wish will doubtlees be granted.

HORSELESS OARRIAGES,

Grand Transportation of a Oleyeland Cor-
Imratlu'u.

CLEVELAND, 0., Dec. 31,—An evening
pPaper 8aya thut a mammoth proj2es fur
tho transportation of passengers tarovgh
the sireots of Cleveland {a now under
way. Thne plan embraces the prastical
use of horseless carriagrs on time sched-
ules, wich yarious lines fn operation
over regular aystema of strects, A pari-
nershlp of wealthy Clevelandera has al-
ready been formed to carry out this
great project, and & big corporation is
10 be obtained eventually.

The flrat lot of carringes have heen
ordered and it iscxpected that a pars of
the sydtem will be in active operatioa
by June 1, 1808. The horsclesa car-
rlags motors to be used are the product
of an Inventor of Gormany. They are
nolseless gasoline motors of the mos
improved order. This make of the car
riages is already in use and thero
seems to be no doubt as to their perfect
usllity. The faro will be 24 cenis to
all sectlons the city,

Miltsing Stenmer Heurd From.

CHARLESTON, 8. O, Dec. 31.—The
frult schooner Ella 8. HIll, consigned
to H. Bayer & Bon, which has bean out
thirty-four days from the Waeat Indles
and was supposed to have been lost,
was heard from to-day. Bayer & Son
récelved a mesasge that the echooner
had resched Antigua, having passed
through a severe gale. She i{a inno
way damaged and her crew are in good
health. She is due i{nabout ten days.

NOTIOE.
RoANokE, VA., Dec 31, 1895

To the Citizens of the City of BRosnoke:
Notics is hereby glven that the City
Council will hold an adjourned meeting
in the Councll chamber of the city on
the 2d day of January, 1806, at 8 o'clock
p. m., for the purpcse of considering s
draft of a new charter for the clty of
Roanoke, which has bsen submltied to
Council by & committee thereof; and, by
s resolution of the Council, it Is pro-
vided that all citizens of the city ine
terested in the proposed amendments to
the eity charter are inyited to ba pres-
anf,and maysubmit suggestions in wrlt-
ing, which will be taken undor can-
sideraticn by Council and acied upon
In sccordance, therefore, with the pro-
visions of aald resolution, all ecitizens
Interestod in said city charter araend-
ment are invitod to be present at sald

meeting. B, A. BUCKNER,
President Counoil.
=R _=

Is Your

Blood Pure

It it is, you will be strong, vigor.
ous, full of life and ambition; you
will have a good appetite and good
digestion; your sleep will be sound
and refreshing; your merves will be
strong; you will have little nced to
fear discase in any form.

But how few can say that theis
blood is pure! How many people
are suffering daily from the conse-
quences of impure blood, serofula, galt
rheum, rheumatism, catarrh, nervous-
ness, sleeplessness, headache, and

That
Tired Feeling

Hood’s Sarsapa. illa purifies, vitalizes
and enriches the blood. Therefore,
it is the medicine for you.

It will give you pure, rich, red
blood end strong nerves.

It will overcome that tired fecling,
create an appetite, give refreshing
sleep and make you strong,

Is not this just what you want?

Then take Hood’s Savsaparilla.
Is tho best building up medicine,

Hood's Sarsaparilia
Is the Only
True Blood Purifier

Prominently in the public eye today.

It

enra  habitns)l eonstipa.
Hon, Frice 23 ceuts.

Hood’s Pills

+ 1896,
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This is the time for making new res-

?!utions, One that you should pos-
itively make in order to have more
money in your purse the end of the
year is to purchase your

Clothing---

FROM THE sQuUARE DEALING

Piladelpkia One Price Clothing Honse.

E'-'---—-—_“__:'_‘_;—-—____

— e ]

e — ——

MANUFACTURERS
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WOOLENS
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TAI I
FI'F Business Suits to Order =~ - = ~ITQR$I|iN(§. lﬁ-{-
rL:lﬂ Elegant Clay Weave Suits - - - - - $25 00 EJ=|
2 8pacialties in Buits « = = « . . . $10.00 Iy
L_II All_wuul HLAHKETS{II-Quannrn.‘.‘,‘{ Lbs,, %]J

#6.60 Per Palr,

KNITTING YARN | Pogbignna Twistea,

i
NO READVY-MADE. BONSAGK BROS" Eﬁ

210 and 212 SALEM AVE RNUE.
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Goods
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Are Here.
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“For oor Christmas trade this year we offar you gome valnahle presenta, snch ns Fine Nockers
Eulrltquut Ii.:r&iipu.‘z};lvir-l'lutrd ‘11::1.\ Sets, English fim:um; Sets, Flue China Decoruted "I'en Sets, Art
Squnres. €8 Lesks, and o thonssnd other articiea that are really cheap, Klegunt picturo frimes
worth 23, this wouk for'only 1, with World's Falr view thrown fn. 0 e '

Don't hny trashy toys for Christmas presents when you can got such aluable arti we
offerlug this year for so little money, ntp e b ol e

W WOREMAIT & CoO'sS
BARGAIN .*. FURNITURE .. HOUSE,

NO, 20 SALEM AVENUE,
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W.S. McCLANAHAN & CO.,

REPRESENTING THE

TIwestern Ml Lile s Co.

Assets Over $78,000,000.

Accident Department

ZEtna Life Insurance Company.
Assets Over 84.3,000,000.

Six First-class Fire Companies.
Ivo. 7 Campbell Avenue.

Tt AT

I ~<rIT.A TTOIT.

" E RESPECTFULLY IKVITE THOSE WHO DESIRE NNOUSE FURNISHING GOUDS

to take a look over our Atock. Perhaps we have aomething that you wish. It Car-
pet or Huged Perhaps it ie Blankets or Comiorta. 1s it & Parlor, Hed or Dinlng Hoom snite?
Wa have nll styles of Stoves, Do yon need any ¥ Perhayps It ‘s . Dinner or ' ea Set yon need,
We have the preitiesl yon ever saw  Onr 'T'ollet Hets are heanties. Is ita fine Album, a
Picture. an Eueel, 81 verware, Lsce or Chenlle Curtalng yon need? 1n fact, if you desirs nny-
thing that edds comlort to the homs we ean furnish lc ie high in grade, aa low In price, and
Ou 08 casy terma ns fny houde in the elty. Come and #ee for yonracives,

Yours to plense,

CINCINNATI INSTALLMENT CO.,

201 and 203, corner Commerce Street and Salem Avenue.

Roanoke Times

Has Full Telegraph Service
Five Collars a Year in Advante




