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THE MAN OF GALILEE
More than nineteen centuries ago,

in an obscure corner of Imperial
Rome, the nobelst personality that
ever graced the shores of time was
ignobly bom. Out of the ranks of a
despised and oppressed people, he
arose to the apex of moral and spir-
itual grandeur.

Being priest and prophet of this
world, and a king of an invisible
kingdom, for more than three years
he ministered to a world that was in
immeasurable need. He came into
the world not so much to reveal God
unto men as to reveal man unto him-
self—to show him the possibilities of
human flesh in its most lowly form.

And yet, great as his achievements
were, it is scarcely possible to ap-
praise the life of this man apart
from the religious and political forces
which affected him.

The age which gave birth to Jesus
was characterized by a kind of re-
ligious over-poise, and a spiritual
darkness that was complete and over-
whelming. Then as now, and when-
ever and wherever people take their
religion too seriously, and a priest-
craft takes the ascendency, a rigid
ecclesiasticism dominated the spirit-
ual life of the masses. The once
native outpouring of a great people
had become scarcely more than an
elaborate system of worship; the
dead letter of the law had supplanted
the revelations of a living God. Re-
ligion was no longer away of life—-
it was a doctrine. At one time it
had gushed from the heart; now it
was shut up in books.

Against the doctrine of self-cen-
tered aggressiveness of his people, he
preached the truth of social responsi-
bility; he taught that only through
self-subordination to the interest of
the many could a man find the ful-
fillment of his being. For the neg-
ative and prohibitive religion of the
Jews, he offered a positive religion
of the spirit. He talked of the
“whosoever will” the “whatsoever-is-
more,” “the turning of the other
cheek,” and “the righteousness that
exceeds that of the Pharisees.” He
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