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LINEMEN ARE HERE
MOVING PHONE POLES

WISE AND GOODMAN SELL
GARAGE TO COLLIER BROS.

CITY SCHOOLS OPEN
WITH BIG ATTENDANCE

DIAMOND DICK'S WILD

WEST SHOW SEPT. 11

GREENVILLE FAIR WILL

BE BETTER THAN EVER
BRIGKER HAMMAH

FISHING CONTEST

SUBSCRIBER GIVES

VIEW ON GOOD BOADS

AND OTHER MATTERSIS HELD FRIDAY

BRICKER AND COHORTS CAP-TURE-

Till: HONORS OK
Till- J) AY

HAM MAN SELECTED THE
WINNERS FOR BALL GAME

Annua! Event Fosters A Friendship
And Wholesome Local

Spirit

The second annual Bricker-Ham-ma- n

fishing contest was a big picnic
last Friday that surpassed the one of
a year ago. Seventy-tw- o people were
oat to the day's events. Not all the
people fished, but those who did not
assisted in the preparation of the big
fish 'dinner. Tables were spread in
the woods and loaded with all the
good things which had been brought
there by the picnickers. The day was
r.ot good lor fishing ani no one broke
the speed limit, but a sufficient catch
was made to give everyone plenty of
fish. A '2 Vi -- pound bass was credited
to Ren Barker. The fish cooked by
YVm. Orser combined with the other
victuals and the lateness of the meal
caused everyone to eat more than
would be deemed proper in polite soc-

iety. In fact Henry J. Leonard, who
was sitting beside Mrs. M. L. Oster-hou- t,

ate so much that the firm board
seat broke beneath the accumulated
weight.

Following the big dinner the annual
ball game was called. Bricker and
Hamman, being the leaders of the
contest of the morning, were delegat-
ed to choose sides for the game. A
five inning game was played resulting
in a victory 40 to 31 for Hamman's
side. A full account of the event is
given in the base ball section of the
Banner this week.

The Bricker-Hamma- n contest will
be an annual affair which will con-
tinue to grow in interest as the years
go on. It is an event that adds var-
iety and pleasure to the drag of busi-
ness. It brings the business men into
a friendly relation not enjoyed at any
other kind rf a meeting and this re-

lation fosters good in the community.
The event will be looked forward to
with pleasure by all the participants.

Notes on the contest, which will be
of interest to all. have been supplied
by Postmaster YV. F. Bricker, leader
of ont of the sides. You will find
them in another column of the Ban-
ner

VENUS CHAPTER GRAT-TA- N

ENTERTAIN DORIC

On invitation of Venus Chapter O.
E. S. of Grattan members of Doric
Chapter to the' number of sixty made
a fraternal visit to Grattan Saturday
night and were royally entertained by
the fraternity there. A seven o'clock
dinner was served in Lessiter's hall
with hot chicken pie as the first
course, closing with ice cream and
cake. After the regular business of
the chapter was finished the officers
of Doric Chapter exemplified the ini-

tiatory work conferring the degree on
two candidates.

Mrs. E. L. Brooks, worthy matron
of Venus Chapter extend a very cor-
dial welcome to the visiting sisters
and brothers which was very happily
responded to by Mrs. Homer Linger,
worthy matron of Doric Chapter.

The work of Doric Chapter in con-

ferring the degree was most excellent
and" received very many compliments
for the systematic and impressive
way it was carried out.

A program of music, crmg, readings
and brief talks closed the delightful
visit and Venu3 Chapter came in for
a large share of praise for its etforts
in entertaining.

Henpecked Henry
If playgoers with an increasing

growth will take it to the opera house
Tuesday, September 14, where Halton
Powell's famous musical comedy,
"Henpecked Henry," will hold forth
for one night only they will find a
sure cure and immediately come to
the conclusion that the man who in-

vented laughter wrote the play. It is
entitled to the blue ribbon in the musi-
cal comedy class. An especial fea-
ture is made of the magnificiently
costumed chorus.

Theatregoers want to laugh nowa-
days want to hear tinkling music,
sparkling songs and peachy girls.
Halton Powell has succeeded in hand-
ing amusement lovers the best en-

tertainment in recent years with his
famous musical comedy ''Henpecked
Henry." No heart-throb- s, no tears,
no sighs in this unusual show. All
girls, fun, music and song.

Letter Carriers Meet
The Ionia county Rural Letter

Carriers' association will be held at
Riverside Park, Ionia on Labor Day,
Monday, September 0. Carriers and
their families should be on hand. Pic-
nic dinner and a good program.

Ernest Leach, chairman.

You often hear people a a wildwest
show say. "Those aren't real Indian:;,
they are only painted up." This goes
.to sho.v hou- little pop.e really know
about the life and ciiaracterktL-- of
the first setbrs of thi country. It
was partially with an educational ob-

ject view tiiat Diamond Didi's Con-
gress tif World's Western Champions
was oiganized several years ago.

Every Indian with the Diamond
Dick show is a real Indian and there
are lour different tribes represented.

The Diamond Dick show takes you
back through the years to the time
when your intrepid forefathers
fought the Indian and braved hard-
ship and starvation for the homes
which we, their children, now enjoy.

Then back again you are whisked
to the day of the cowboy and you are
shown the cowboy and cowgirls at rid-

ing, roping, trick shooting and sev-
eral other daring stunts.

Diamond Dick's show will exhibit
here on Saturday, Sept. 11.

REV. GAFFIN REPLACED
BY THE REV. J. W. ARCHER

WILL TAKE A CHARGE IN GRAND
RAPIDS. MR. ARCHER COMES

FROM M ANTON

Rev. H. D.,F. Gafiin, for two years
district elder of the Ionia district of
the Free Methodist church, has been
transferred to Grand Rapids. Rev.
Gafiin will be pastor of the First
Free Methodist church of Grand Rap-
ids, situated at the corner of Curtis
and Union streets. He went to the
now charge last week. Mr. Gaffin
formerly lived on East Division street
in this city. His going will be a
cause for regret among the members
of his church here ami all others who
knew him.

Rev. Gafiin has been replaced on the
Ionia district by Rev. J. W. Archer,
formerly of Manton, Michigan. Rev.
Archer has taken possession of the
house vacated by Rev. Gaffin. He will
also find a warm spot in the hearts
of the Free Methodist people here,
and all through the district as well as
in the hearts of thetpeople of other
denominations.

Secretary W ill Speak
K. C. Gunsolus, secretary of the

board of commence, will speak at both
the East and West Otisco Farmers'
clubs meetings tomorrow on the re-
lation of the rural residents' to the
city dweller. One meeting will be
held in the afternoon and the other
in the evening. The East Otisco meet-
ing. will be at the home of Will Leach
in the afternoon and the West Otisco
meeting at Ed. Reeves' in the evening.

Small Attendance at Picnic
The picnic of the Goodfellowship

Club was held at Baldwin Lake last
Friday, but owing to weather condi-
tions, sickness among numbers of
the club and pressing farm work the
attendance was small, only about thir-
ty being present. The attendance at
the summer picnic of this popular soc-
ial organization in past years has
never been much less than one hun-
dred. Those who were there, .how-
ever, enjoyed the outing and the feast,
although regreting very much not to
have the pleasure of meeting many
more.

Receive Raw Silk
Direct From China

The first "direct from China" ship-
ment of raw silk ever coming to
Belding was received by the Richard-
son Silk Company Monday. The re-

ceipt of the shipment is quite an in-

novation for Belding. Heretofore the
raw silk used by the mills here has
come from New York as a distribut-
ing point after being received there
in bond.

The shipment of Monday was worth
approximately $'J0,00O. It contained
thirty bales, and was the first part of
a one hundred bale shipment to come
from Shanghi. China, direct to the
Richardson Silk Company. The car-
go also came through with dispatch,
traveling all the way by fast freight.
It was loaded in Shanghi, August 1,
arrived at Seattle, Washington Aug-
ust - and came to Belding on the
express Monday, August 30. On
Tuesday the shipment was put into
operation in the plant.

In only a short month the whole
cargo had come from its growing
point half way aroqnd the earth and
was in operations that will soon make
of it the best silk floss manufactured
in the United States.

Monday's shipment is probably on-

ly the beginning of a future regular
direct freight communication with
the raw silk growers.

Earl Johnson Bound Over
The case of the people against Earl

Johnson which was adjourned for
closing the examination until last Fri-

day was completed after all the wit-
nesses had signed the testimony and
Judge Spencer held him to trial in the
circuit court. He was arraigned in
in the circuit court at Ionia Monday
and pleaded not guilty of the charge
against him. Attorney Harry

was appointed to defend him
and the case it is expected will bo
tried at this term of court.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Providing a few prove to be inter-
ested in the study of violin, Wilbur
Force, the well known and successful
violin teacher of Western Michigan
who has been located in Grand Rap-
ids for a number of years, will teach
in Belding each Tuesday during this
fall and winter at his standard Grand
Rapids prices, namely one dollar and
fifty cents a lesson. Those who de-

sire most careful training on this in-

strument should comunicate at once
with Wilbur Force at his Grand Rap-
ids studio, Friederich's Music House,
20G Monroe avenue.

The schools opened Mo:i ay morn
'ing with a large attendance in all de-

partments. The room. ha been
'thoroughly cleaned dining tiu- vaca-
tion period. And all the needed re- -

pairs to the buildings have been mane.
;The enrollment in the high sehuol ex-
ceeds that of last year. The seating
capacity in the assembly mm had
been inoa.!ed previous t the be-

ginning of school, but this was found
to be insuliicient and three doen
more : eats have been ordered.

' Next week the annual "School Life"
that has been a feature in the Banner

jwill be started with an efficient corps
of student editors and grade corre- -
snrmilcnti iipri.iinta f Vw m.i.n.
ing of the different departments will
be given.

To Give Saturday Specials
The leading merchants of the city

are going' to combine to give to the
trade of Belding and surrounding
country special prices on certain ar-
ticles in their stores every Saturday.
Announcements of the specials will be
given in a page ad appearing in the
Banner each week. Full particulars
and the first ad will appear next week.

A Small Blaze
The alarm of fire Tuesday was

caused by a blaze in the roof of Mrs.
Anna Lamberton's house on Front
street, occupied by herself.

The fire c mpany was on the job
quickly but the blaze was extinguish-- '
od before fuming on the hose. A de-

fective Hue was the cause and th-

damage was slight.

PAVING OF STREETS

BEGAN III BELDING

IT

DIRT AND GRAVEL IS BEING US-

ED TO WIDEN AND EX-

TEND GRADES

Contractor Albert II. Prange of
Grand Rapids, who was awarded the
work of paving the eleven blocks of
the business streets here began work
Monday morning. The first section
of the street to be torn up was the one
on Main street between Hanover and
Bridge streets. A large force of men
and teams began plowing and haul-
ing the dirt away.

Part of the dirt taken from tho
street is being used to widen and
straighten the south approach to the
North., Bridge street bridge. The
grade is being built and extended on
the east side. This will make a bet-
ter approach practically and will also
improve the view.

Other dirt is being used at present
to extend the grade of the road that
runs through the city park. Enough
gravel and dirt will be dumped on
this strip to conect it with the main
road at the end of Ionia street. It
will increase the traffic through the
city park and add to its usefulness as
a pleasure resort.

The work on the paving will be
rushed through to completion as soon
as possible. Mr. Prange expects to
have it finished this fall beyond a
doubt. With the paving work, the
sewers and gas and water lines being
laid work is plentiful for everyone
living here. Local help is being em-

ployed where possible.

Methodist Church News
The young ladies conducted a pro-

fitable series of prayer services last
week and the young men arc holding
a series this week.

The Fourth Quarterly Conference
will be held at the church next Sat-
urday evening at eight o'clock. The
district superintendent in charge.

Next Sunday morning we will hold
the first quarterly meeting of the
new conference year, beginning with
the Love Feast at-- 10:00 o'clock in the
class meeting room.

The ladies of the church will give
one of their fine suppers in the church
next Saturday evening from five
o'clock until all are served.

The Benevolent money is due this
week and Mrs. Fred l'oyer is the
treasurer of the fund. IMease pay
Advocate money to Miss Minnie Cook.

The conference will meet at Hast-
ings next Wednesday morning and
appointments will be made and read
on the Monday following. This is
general conference year and so lay
delegates will meet at the time of the
annual conference to elect delegates
to the general conference at Sara-
toga next May.

AUTO STAGE STARTED TO

IONIA & OTHER TOWNS

E. E. Reynolds of Nashville started
an Automobile stage between Nash-
ville and this city, passing throught
Woodland, Lake Odessa, Ionia and
Orleans. last Monday morning. Mr.
Reynolds will continue the stage un-
til cold weather. His stage will be
of particular value to persons desir-
ing to go to Ionia for a short busi-
ness trip and also to other cities
along the line. In another column
will be found the shedule each week.
When you want to make a trip con-
sult it for time.

CARD OF THANKS
I wish to thank my friends for help-

ing me in the Piano Contest. It was
through your efforts that I succeeded
and I certainly appreciate your kind-
ness. Glenna Cook.

Next Saturday, September I, will
be tag day in this city when the citi-
zens will be asked to help the Michi-
gan Children's Home Society in their
care for crippled and neglected chil-
dren and quarters will help some little
one to become happy. Headquarters
for the day will be at Hotel Belding.

Elmer Wi.se and S. I'. Goodman have
sold their garage to Seright and Orie
Collier. The new owner. took pos-
session Inst Sunday morning. The
business will be Known in the future
a Collier Bru.' garage. They will
do all kind of repair work, handle
supplies and accessories, and also do
livery work.

Mr. Wise retains tin Ford agency
in this territory. Mr. (!;niman will
remain in Belding for the present. He
has not definitely decided on his fu-
ture activities.

The Collier brothers are well
known in Belding. They will undoubt-
edly do well in the new business.

PIANO CONTEST WAS

WON BY GLENNA COOK

(Henna Cook, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Elmer E. Cook, was the lucky
contestant in the long piano contest
which has been on at Peck's store.
The contest was closed T.uesday even-
ing at nine o'clock and the votes were
counted within a few minutes. Miss
Cook was almost 18,000,000 votes in
the lead of her neait st rival, Mrs. Earl
Nash. Mrs. Glenn Lee was the third
contestant in the race and Olive Hol-com- b

the fourth. Folowing is the
vote: Glenna Cook, 39.24,2.J17; Mrs.
Nash. 21.4G7,221; Mrs. Glenn-i.ee- ,

Olive Holcomb, 4,145.900.

COMMITY PROSPERS ON

MONEY SPENT AT HOME

Town and community are not made
prosperous by the money that is sent
away but by the mon-- that is spent
at home. The best possible way, in
fact the only practicable way to make
this community more prosperous is to
make it more populous; we must have
more people right here to consume
what we produce and sell. So far as
the wealth and prosperity of the com-

munity are concerned, they will be
promoted directly by the purchase and
consumption of what is produced here.
In other words things must be bought
here and the money produced in the
community must be spent and used
here if the community is to prosper
as it should.

Parcel Post Box Exhibit
An exhibit of parcel post boxes and

j recepticles for sending through the
'mails eggs, meat, butter, fruit, etc.,
is being made in the lobby of the post
office this week.

l The parcel post business has grown
to such proportions that a demand for
recepticles of different kinds for mail-- j
ing and shipping has been' created and
the senders of packages through the

j mails w ill bo pleased to know that
Yankee inventive genius has come to
the rescue as it always does when a
new thing is wanted.

A Whopper Egg
One day last week a barred Ply-

mouth Rock pullet laid an egg for
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Sussex which
measured six and one-ha- lf inches
around by seven and one-ha- lf inches
in length, when it is fried Mr. Es-
sex will divide it with his wife and
each will have all the egg they want
with the meal. If all hens were like
this one the high cost of living prob-
lem would be solved.

SOCIETY YEARLY MEETING

Never before has the State Ant-
ituberculosis Association offered such
Ian attractive program for its annual
meeting, as is being presented this
w eek in Grand Rapids. They were
particularly fortunate in securing
Miss Ella Phillips Crandall, of New,
York City, the executice secretary of
the National Organization for Public1
Health Nursing. Miss Crandall is in
close touch with all public health nur-
sing work.

Other speakers of note are: Philip:
P. Jacobs, of the National Associa-- 1

tion. James Minnick of Chicago, su-- ;
perintendent of the Chicago Tuber-
culosis Institute and secretary of the
Illinois Association.

The Elizabeth McCormick "Open
Air Smile" is a welcome visitor in
many cities in the United States and
abroad. Its editor, Miss Mabel
Brown Ellis, of Chicago.

Rev. Caroline Bartlett Crane of
Kalamazoo; Dr. Victor C. Vaughan of
Ann Arbor; Dr. A. F. Fischer of Han-- 1

cock and Dr. William De Kleine, w ho
will have charge of the expenditure
of the $100,000 appropriation made
by our legislature last spring.

Evervnoe is invited. Come and
learn the particulars of the expendi-
ture of this money and how you can j

help and be helped in this state-wid- e
'

campaign.

Maccabees at Smyrna
(By Smyrna Correspondent)

About 100 Lady Maccabees of Ionia
county met at the hall last Thursday.
Ionia, Clarksville, Portland, Belding,
Orleans and Smyrna being represent-
ed. The business meeting was held
in the forenoon. The dinner of roast
pork, dressing, mashed potatoes and
gravy, salads, pickles, jello, rolls,!
tomatoes, celery, brick ice cream and
cake was reported being very fine.
After dinner the Smyrna ladies did
the initiatory work for the county and
initiated a lady from the Orleans
Hive. Then all were invited to the j

lower where the following program j

was given: Song, "If They Were All)
Like You," Blanche Tebbell, Olive In- -

j

sley. Maude Hoppough and Bessie
Taylor; recitation. Nellie Cowles;
song, Ellis Wacha; recitation, Bessie!
Cook; song. "Sprinkle Me With Kis-- j
ses," Blanche Tebbell, Bessie Wacha,
and Lizzie Hoppough; Dance of the!
Butterflies, Gayla 1'enton and Hilda
Van Every; recitation, Maude Hop-
pough; song, Abbie Williams.

Entries in Automobile and Horse
Races Assure Big Event-Aero- plane

Flights, Too

The Greenville fair promises to be
the best ever held in that city. Secre-
tary I). L. Beardsloe is enthusistic
over the outlook. Plenty of good at-
tractions have been booked for the
week and the schedule for the auto-
mobile laces contains entries that will
assure the visitors a big time. The
fair management has followed out the
idea that such an event should be for
everyone in the community, and has
planned something for everyone. "A
fair for everyone" is the slogan on
preparing for the event. Read other
interesting matter about the Green-
ville fair on another page this week.

DEDICATE ORLEANS
M. E. CHURCH SUNDAY

REV. W. H. PHELPS, DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT WILL

. HEAR CHARGE

The dedication of the Methodist
Episcopal church at Orleans will take
place next Sunday. Services will be
held at 10:30 a. m., and 8:00 p. m.,
Rev. W. H. Phelps, district superint-
endent of the Lansing district will be
present all day in charge of the ser-
vices and will preach at the morning
service. Rev. C. E. Hoag, pastor of
the M. E. church at Ionia, will preach
at the evening service. Special music
will be a feature at both services. In
the evening the quarette of the Metho-
dist church of Ionia will furnish the
service. Rev. Harry Dildine, just re-
turned from Hingwha, China, will be
present at both services. All are
most cordially invited.

ALBERT L0EWE BACK

FROM WEST FOR VISIT

Albert Loewe of Klamath, Oregon.
is home to visit . his parents Mr. and
Mrs. H. A. Loewe for a couple of'
weel:s. He is looking fine and says j

the western climate and the business
there agrees with him tip top.

Six years ago he ami his brother,
Hugo, left Belding for the west and)
for two years they worked around
at different cities on the Pacific coast j

at their trade, taking positions only
in the best establishments which gave
them a first-clas- s experience in te

tailoring.
Four years ago they embarked in

business for themselves in Klamath,
Oregon, and are now operating a
large merchant tailoring establish-
ment in that city. Before starting
for Michigan he spent, a few days at
the Panama Exposition and will take
another look in at it when he returns.

Bready to Lecture Here
Rev. Russell II. Bready, pastor of

the M. E. church at Hastings, has
been secured by the Baptist Sunday
school to give a lecture in the church
here on Friday night, October 15.

Holy Trinity Mission
Holy Trinity Mission, Sunday, Sep-

tember .r. Holy Communion at both
services, 8:00 and 10:00 a. m.

Robert B. Evatt, Rector.

Bricker-Hamma- n

Contest Notes
(By W. F. Bricker)

Editor Langstbn's pitching and
Skellenger's catching won the game
for Hamman.

Chas. Madden, pitching for Bricker,
was knocked out of the box in the
second inning; Harry Connell sup-
plied.

Frank Hammond cut about the
same figure batting as he did in the
fishing contest failed to .score.

John Arnwine marked the score
card; made John sweat to mark the
runs made.

II. J. Leonard thinks he has a fast
ball team in Belding, but has made
up his mind that next season he will
pick his nine from the Bricker- - Ham-
man nines.

The big feature of the ball game
was the fast base running by Wm.
Clarke.

With a little better support Harry
Connell's pitching would have won the
game for Bricker.

Osterhout made a spectacular play
when he undertook to slide to first.
His slide was full length, face down
and with force enough to settle his
dinner, but failed to score. The um-

pire called him out.
Hamman picked Art McCoy and

Bill Orser as his two crackerjack fish-
erman. Well, they did fish all night
and half a day. The catch .was nit,
nothing doing.When Hamman counted
the catch his side had brought in he
immediately pulled off his coat grab-
bed a knife and commenced cleaning
fish for Bricker to eat. Frank is
game and took his medicine without a
murmur.

Will Orser, the head chef, knows
how to fry fish with the assistance of
Frank Harlan. The fish were rolled
in flour, fried in butter, cooked until
brown delicious. The coffee like
nectar, the mashed potatoes, fill up
the plate again, O'Bryon's ice cream
just like velvet and then all the pies
and cakes, fruit salads, puddings and
other trimmings, can't be beat. If
some Boston hotel proprietor knows
what a great chef Michigan has in
Bill Orser, salary would be no object,
we would loose our chef.

Out of So blue-eye- d bluegills
brought in by the Hamman fide, sev-
enteen were either embalmed or fro-
zen several days previous to the con-
test. A resident of Reimer Park
makes the statement that he caught a
ten-poun- d pickerel and that Hamman
asked him to throw it at him so he
could claim it as his catch. The offer
of silver dollars did not tempt the
owner to part with the fish.

The linemen for the Michigan State
Telephone company arrived today and
began work moving the telephone
noles from the business streets. The
line as explained in the Banner a few
weeks ago will traverse Hall street
to the river thence along Ashfield
street to the Pete Marquette tracks,
and from there the line will follow the
Western Union line to West Main
street, where it will intercept the old
line of poles.

Brackett's Sale Closing
Saturday will be the last day of

Brackett's shoe sale. He is offering
special inducements on that day. You
will find what they are by reading
Brackett's advertisement this week.

In Honor of Miss Weeks
The home of Mr. and Mrs. E. W.

Litle was the scene of a very pretty
social function last Thursday night
when their daughter, Miss Ola Litle,
gave an announcement party and linen
shower for Miss Eva Weeks.

There were fourteen covers laid at
the table and the places were oc-

cupied by fourteen young lady friends
of Miss Weeks.

The table decorations were beauti-
ful in red and white and the announce-
ment of the engagement of Miss
Weeks to Mr. Clifford Knapp was
made by an enclosure in a dainty en-

velope at the plate of each guest.
Miss Weeks was the recipient of a

large number of gifts in linen.

OF BELDING PEOPLE

il YEARS AGO

TAKEN FROM THE FILES OF
SEPTEMBER 4, 1879 HAD

DRUNKS THEN

On Monday evening last a drunken
tramp, giving his name as Peter
Awaltz. visited several families in
this village demanding money and
provisions. At D. E. Wilson's he de-

manded money, when Mrs. Wilson,
who was alone with the hired girl, di-

rected him to the house of Wm. A.
Luther, assuring him that she had no
money for him. As he persisted, she
shut the door in his face, when I he
started off, kicking the gate down as
he went out. He visited also the resi-
dences of Wm. Knott, .C S. Ranney
and D. P. BIystonc. At the last nam-
ed place Mr. Blystone was at home
and gave him to understand that he
could have no quarters there. At last
he visited the residence of Dr. Conner
and demanded money of Mrs. Conner.
Dr. Conner entered complaint against
him, he was arrested by Deputy Sher-
iff C. T. Ranney and brought before
Justice Luther. He was held over for
trial until the following morning, and
spent the night handcuffed at the
company's dry house. He was fined
$5 and costs for being drunk and dis-

orderly, and in default of payment
was sent to the county jail for ten
days.

Locals
The Michigan conference of the M.

E. church convenes at Ionia on Tues-
day next.

On Friday last Mrs. E. C. Holmes
was suffering the most excrutiating
pain from toothache. She resorted to
the use of chloroform. The relief was
so pleasant, that she took too much,
and could not be prevailed upon to de-

sist until her husband wrested it from
her. The toothache returned and she j

again took chloroform, from the ef-
fects of which she probably would
have unintentionally ended her life
had not her husband been called in
time. By the most persistent efforts
she was relieved from dire results.

By favor of Mr. S. Case, the pro-
prietors have had a chance to test the
quality of butter made from the Jer-
sey cows. We are thankful for the
butter, and pronounce it in every re-

spect good enough for the table of a
king, and do not believe that the but-
ter made by Mr. Case himself can be
beaten by any woman in Michigan.

On Monday evening last this section
was visited by one of the heaviest
rain storms that we have witnessed in
many a month. It is estimated that
in the short space of an hour fully 4
inches of water fell. On Tuesday
morning the storm recommenced and
was almost continuous until noon yes-
terday. The long dry spell had made
all parties wish for such a visitation
and now they have it to their content.

On Monday evening last as the
Broas family were gazing out upon
the acceptable rain fall a thunderbolt
struck the lightning rod upon the
corn house and lifted the first section

about ten feet entirely from its
place. No other damage was done.
Kirs. Angeline King, the hired girl,
was terribly frightened, and exclaim-
ed that she had no fear of the light-
ning, it was only the thunder she car-
ed for.

A young man by the name of Alfred
Smith, residing about Hss miles south
of Cook's Corners, was arrested last
night by Deputy Sheriff Ranney for
being disorderly on the streets of
Belding. His examination took place
before Justice Luther. He was fined
$5 and costs, in all $17, which was
paid and he was discharged.

Mr. C. W. Putney and wife will
leave their home in this village on
Monday next for tht Empire State
and New England. Mr. Putney, for
several years past, has been superin-ttende- nt

of the mill company's lum-
ber yard, and has had charge of the
shipping and local custom. He has
been a most faithful and hard-workin- g

employee, and this respite from
responsibility and labor is what he
much needs. He will be gone about
two months, when he will resume the
position he now holds. Our best wishes
go with him and his companion, and

. (Continued on Page 4)

GRANT STEELE OF HOLCO.MB,
j N. Y.. WRITES TO THE

BANNER

THINKS PHEASANTS
SHOULD BE CONFINED

Information Regarding The Cost Of
Maintenance Of Eastern

Roads

, Holcomb, N. Y., Aug. T0, VJlZ.
Banner,

Belding, Mich.,
Dear Friends':

As a few of the natives of this
county have asked me to again contri-
bute an item to the Banner, I take
the liberty of asking your forbear-
ance with this.

It has been a very rainy season.
Much of the grain was badly wet af-
ter cutting and some was so badly
wet before cutting that much was
wasted in harvesting. A large amount
of wheat and oats were put into the
barns in bad condition and the quality
will be poor. The yield has been
good and a great deal was secured
without being seriously damaged. Hay
was not a large crop, but satisfac-
tory .but weather conditions have ser-
iously hindered weather operations,
so that a greater part of the hay that
has been marketed in this locality has
been damaged quality. More than
half of the second crop of alfalfa was
so badly damaged that farmers are
doubtful if much of it will ever be

: eaten.
The last number of the Banner has

in it two items that specially attract-
ed my attention. One is regard to
New York state roads and one in re-

gard to Dr. Stanton's present of two
golden pheasants to the city for or-
namental purposes in the park. Now,
I know the doctor to be a public
spirited and consciencious citizen and
not particularly a sportsman of the
type that will chase all day for the
joy of killing, therefore, I must as-
sume that his motive in buying the
pheasants and presenting them to
the city was of the highest order, and
I admit that the pheasant has few
equals in point of beauty among
birds. Granting all that, I fear there
will come a time when farmers about
Belding will say things that will be
unpleasant for the doctor to hear.
About 15 years ago some wealthy
landowners in Livingston county pro-
cured some of these birds and turned
them loose. Then a law" was passed
by the legislature to protect them, so
they might not be killed except under
certain conditions and at certain
times. The female pheasant some-
times weighs four pounds (that is
unusually large) and the male will
sometimes attain a weight of six
pounds. In early spring they feed,
on the bugs and worms, the farmer
turns up in plowing, and later they
eat the grain that he has sown or
planted for this next crop. As weeds
along the fences ripen their seeds, the
pheasants help themselves until
wheat and oats begin to turn color
Then the pheasant begins to pull
down heads of grain and feed on
grain. When a field is harvested, the
pheasant picks up whatever grain
shelled out in harvesting e.nd then
turns his attention to corn, beans,
cabbage and potatoes.

The pheasant belongs to the same
genus as the common hen anil like the
hen, is not averse to the practice of
polygamy, hence some breeders of fine
poultry find their fancy fowls do not
produce offspring true to type fine
Plymouth Rocks wiH look all right,
but will not weigh up to the standard,
Leghorns will show the outside char-
acteristics, but will not produce the
eggs, and in many cases, the birds
will not resemble the breed he sup-
posed he had in any particular. This
is quite likely to happen where poul-
try i given open .range, but will
sometimes happen to flocks that are
confined in yards.

Aside from the direct nuisance and
damage of the pheasant, which is con-

siderable, there is that other nuisance
of having a lot of city sport-me-

many rf whom do not know a pheas-
ant from a veal calf carrying guns
about the farmer's premises, cutting
wire fences, trampling the crops and
allowing their dogs to worry sheep.
They are not intelligent enough to
read "No trespassing" signs and
scarcely ever look to see if there is
anything the other side of the bird
they suppose they are shooting at. I
have heard several stories of men
picking apples, having a charge of
shot come tearing through the tree
they are working in, others finding
horses and cattle wounded by shot,
and things like that which cause a ,

farmer to say things, not polite to re-

peat in public and make him feel that
with "city dudes" is an

impossibility.
Now, regarding the roads it is

true there are roads in this vicinity
superior to any I ever saw elsewhere.
Roads over which you can drive for
miles at your best speed and feel no
jar. neither do you get your vehicle
muddy, even directly after the hard-
est showers. Roads that challenge
admiration of the world, but they cost
something. The statement made in
Mr. Colgrove'sarticle may be correct
as to expense of building the New
York roads. They cost $5,000, $6,000,
even more, per mile to build. This
farm is located on one and the state
pays a man $3 a day from May to
November to keep the road in order
then Inst year this section was oiled
and lightly surfaced with crush and
arrangements are being made to do
the same this week. Two five-to- n

auto trucks were busy three days to
haul the crush from the cars and a
gang of Italians were on hand to load
and unload the trucks. There will be
two tlays' work for the oiler and
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Booze Caused His Downfall
James Mosher of Greenville could

i nt rovi;t iVio rm nt n t ion nf foinir- - - . - 1 - r
T to Lowell one day last week and load

up with booze. He spent all his money
nnrl itnrf ml i i r lirTV(r rri t Vi o rail.
road track. The 'J:55 p. m. train ran
over him as he sat on the rail near
Moseley, killing him instantly.

Mosher was about 25 years old,
single and was a foster child of the
Snyder family in Greenville. He had

, been about town drinking that after-
noon; and when the G:08 train came
tried to board Fame but having no
ticket was not permitted to do so.
Then he started to walk home, with
result as stated.

There were two bottles on his body
after the accident, one crushed and
the other full of wine.


