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DETROIT WHOLE

SALERS WILL VISIT --

LOCAL MERCHANTS

Is Attending Convention.
Supt. S. J. Skinner of the local

schools is in Chicago this week at-

tending a convention cf the Depart-
ment of Superintendence of the Na-
tional Educational association which
is being held there this week. 'Mr.
Skinner attends the yearly conven-
tions of this association and gets a
great deal of good out of them,

PEiry Brought a Good Price.
Pork is pork nowadays and Burr

Davis of Smyrna perhaps knows it for
last week he sold to Peter Shindorf,
our genial butcherbcy, a hog which
weighed 422 pounds for which he car-
ried away a check of $88.62. Time
used to be when you could go and buy
a fairly good sited pig for $16 or $18
but those good eld days have passed
away and only the "elite" and "high
livers" know the taste of pork now.

coiMiifio- -
-

the city the first of the week as the
guest of his uncle and aunt, Mr. ahd
Mrs. Fred McDuffee and also with Mr.
and Mrs. Dallas McDuffee, his cous
ins. Roscoe was one of the survive
ors of the sunken Tuscania, which was
torpedoed off the Irish cc-ns- t and for
a long time it was thought that he
was among those who were lost but
word was eventually received from
him to the effect that he was one. of
the lucky ones. He has just recently
returned frem France.

For, School Commissioner.
It is with pleasure that this paper

recommends to the voters of this city
and vicinity, J. Calvin Linebaugh, the
Republican candidate for county com
missioner of schools.N We make this
recommendation only after carefully
considering the qualifications and the
merits of the two men who are aspir-
ants for'the office.

Mr. Linebaugh is an Ionia county
product and has always been connect-
ed with the educational system of the
county ever since he started 'out on
llfe'fc highway for li'mself. lis
bears a splendid reputation as a teach-
er and owing to a crippled condition
of his arm is incapacitated .from do
ing manual labor and therefore must
make his living with lighter work and
he has chceen the teaching profes-
sion.

At present he is at the head, of the
Hubbairdston school and "before he
went there he was for several years
at the head of the Orleans schools.
In each s of these cemmunities Mr.
Linebaugh is well known and the men
on the school boards wherever Mr.
Linebaugh has been engaged are
strong for him for county school com
missioner, lie has been a faithful
and efficient man in the Ionia county
educational system and should be fa-
vored wih your vote at the primary
election, Wednesday, March 5.

If you will take the necessary time
to look up Mr. Linebaugh's qualifi-
cations for the office you will surely
cast your vote for him, but you will
make no mistake by taking our word
for it and voting for him at the pri-
mary, March 5. -

Belding Odd Fellows Entertain Palo.
The weatherman came near spoiling

a happv family gathering when he
turned loose the raw winds of Febru-
ary 25 but nothing like a bunch of
cold air can stop the Palo Odd Fel-
lows when they make up their minds
to do something. Tbey leaded up
six autos with all the cars would hold
of members of their lodge and drove
to Belding for a visit with Silk City
lodge. Their degree staff put on
the work in the first degree in a very
creditable manner and after the work
all enjoyed the big feed which the
Belding boys had prepared for the oc-

casion. The doings wound up about
12:30.

DTOtl CLUB

CELEBRATES THE

HillVERSARY

SPLENDID TIME IS HAD BY 101
MEMBERS JN ALL DAY MEET-

ING AT HOTEL BELDING.

The 53rd annual meeting of the
Washington club was held at Hotel
Belding February 22. The parlors
were beautifully decorated with roses,
snap dragons, daffodils, narcissus and
ferns. ' . .

The reception committee met the
guests as they entered the upper ball
and gave them the glad hand of wel-
come and good fellowship.

Each guest upon their arrival were
escorted to the art gallery where
they had their pictures taken and
later the silhouette was pinned upon
the wall with the number and each
person had to guess to whom it be-

longed. .'The business meeting was called at
12:30 with the following programs.

Call to order by President W. P.
Hetherington.

Roll call.
"America."
Invocation Rev: W. A. Biss.
Address of welcome Brinton jF.

Hall. .

Response Ellis W. Ranney. t.v--

Selection by quartette..
Reading of minutes. .

President's address."
Secretary's annual report.
Appointment of committees.
Solo Geo. E. Wagner.
Memorials:
S. C. Woodruff Chas. M. Miller.
Mr. and Mrs. L. Wells Sprague F.

E. Ranneyv
Solo Miss Elizabeth Raynor.
Chas. H. Rich-H- H. Browne.
Mrs. O. C. Miller Mrs. Emma

Report of Goat Keeper Earle Wil-
son.

Report cf ''committees.
. Unfinished business. "

New business.
Election of officers.. '

Selection by quartette.
Installation of officers Judgo E.

B. Lapham.
Members' of quartette Rev. W. J.

Rooke, Miss Elizabeth Raynor, Mrs.
A. J. Rummler and Geo. E. Wagner.

The following officers were elected
(Continued on Pago Four)

WAGONS
We have told you about Blah-- ,

kets and Robes. v , We bought
wagons by carload before the ad-

vance in price; can sell you a wag-
on at dollars less than wholesale
price; both Studebaker and Weber
make. Call and see them and
get our prices.

The WeterATica Co.

cn "Tho- - Spirit of Washington and
I.tnnnln" nt ihn PVfninfT SPrVlCe last
Sunday in the Congregational church
was listened to by a large audience
which was entertaining and instruc
tive. Tho Boy Scouts occupied the
platform and formed tho choir.

Mr. Ireland presided at the Dine
crgan and gave several fine selections
and Hale s orchestra gave two num-
bers which were highly appreciated.

At the evening service Sunday,
M5q Wi1rm will rrrside at the nite
organ; Oliss Raynor will sing a solo
and Hale s orchestra quartette wm
favor the audience with selections.
The subject of the pastor's address
will be "Can Democracy Meet Pres
ent Day .World Needs?" All are
ccfdially invited to these services.

Money in Fish and Furs.
Peter Martin, a farmer living- - west

of the city, was in town Monday ped-
dling out perch, which he catches in
the lakes which ot tho country
around his home and he says that
within a short time he has sold over
$30 worth of the little members of
the finny tribe and that, he could have
sold a great many mere had he been
able to supply the demand. Pete
says that in addition to his little
fishing industry, he and his two sons
have caught and sold more than $100
worth of furs, some of which were of
exceptional quality and brought a
very good price.

Shindorf Has Specials.
Peter Shindorf, proprietor of the

Pleasant street market is offering
some specials in his advertisement in
this week s issue of the Banner-New- s

which it will pay you to look up. Mr.
Shindorf is planning on featuring the
famous Cream of Wheat flour in his
advertisements and one of his spec-
ials 'is on this staple commodity which
constitutes a large proportion of the
food used by the people and a special
in this article is always welcomed by
them.

Lost Valuable. Papers.
Lester Wilcox, a discharged sol-

dier living at Morley, was visiting in
the city several days last week ajia
while here he had the misfortune to
lose his discharge and insurance pa-

pers and though he retraced his steps
wherever he could remember of hav-
ing been, he was unable to find the
lost papers and unless someone else
finds them and returns them, he will
have to go on without them. Mr.
Wilcox made arrangements before
leaving here that in case they were
found the finder should bring them
to the Banner-New- s office and that
we should pay a reward, if any was
asked and then forward the papers
to him. If you found them or in
case you know of anyone else finding
them you will do him a great favor
to comply with his request.

RICHARDlFIlt .

GO. HEAD DIES AT

HEW VDRi; HOTEL

HEAD OF FIRST SILK CO. TO EN-
GAGE LN BUSINESS HERE
PROMINENT IN INDUSTRY.

The death of George P. Richardson,
aged 69 years, president of the Rich-
ardson Silk Co., and a director in the
Belding Bros. & Co. cf this city, took
place at the Manhattan hotel in New
York on Thursday, Feb. 13. Death
was caused from rheumatism, with
which disease he had been troubled
for a number of years.

Mr. Richardson lived at Chicago
and had been attending the annual
meeting of the directors of the Beld-
ing Bros. & Cc, with which company
he was also connected. He was all
ready to take up his- - journey to the
southland, expecting to spend several
months in Florida, when, death over-
took him and ended the career of the
man who started the first silk factory
in this city the old Richardson mill
and who ha been prominently. iden-
tified with the silk industry through-
out the United States ever since.

Mr. Richardson came to this city in
February, 1887, and started the Rich-
ardson Silk Co.. and he has been pres- -

i ident of that company practically ever
since directing its affairs so that from
the modest start which it took at the
time it grew to be one of this city's
best and most stable industrial in-
stitutions.

Speaking of him F. A. Washburn,
superintendent of the Richardson Silk
Co., 'who has been closely associated
with Mr. Richardson during the years
that the mill has been in operation in
this city, said: "He came ffym good
old New England stock and from a
family who believed in every man
working and doing his share. He was
energetic, forceful and apprgciatfdd
by real men."

His funeral was held from his late
home in Chicago and his remains were
buried in Rose Hill cemetery, Chica-
go on Saturday, February 15.

He is survived by his widow and
one daughter, of Chicago, and also by
a brother and sister, living at Boston,
Mass.

Mr. Richardscn's last visit to this
city was in December of last year.

In Memoriam.
In loving memory of George W.

Fish, who dioti December 30. 1916.
Days of sadness still come o er us;

Years and silence often flow.
For memory keeps ycu ever near us,

Tho you passed away two years
ago.

His Wife.

For City Clerk
To the electors of the city of Beld-

ing, I hereby make known that I am
a candidate for the office of city clerk
and should I be nominated and elect-
ed, I will give my entire time and
attention to the duties of the office.
Thanking you for past favors that I
have received at your hands and so-
liciting a -- continuance of your good
will, I remain, A i
' Yourt very respectfully, fl 1

, Wm. &, Fhher.

STILL PROVE VERY

"JACK" BARRON AND OTHER LO-CA- L

BOYS WRITE OF WORK
THEY ARE DOING.

Following is a letter uhich this of-
fice received from Jack Barron, a
local man who is with the army of oc-

cupation in Germany. Jack was
wounded while in action in France,
but upon recovering was sent back to
his com party which was one of those
to go to Germany. Everybody knows
genial Jack Barron and will be glad
to hear from him in this letter which
is as follows: -

". Somewhere in Germany.
. Jan. 22, 1919.

Friend Ed.: :'Ycu no doubt will be surprised to
get this letter from me, but as I was
trying to-- write some leters tonight
one of the lads brought in a Banner-New- s

and I saw Mack's letter to you
in it and. I 'thought I would try the
same stunt myself.

My company is in a little town
called Urbach, about 12 miles east of
the Rhine river. We are billetted in
the Germans' homes. It sure is some
noise when we get to visiting with
the natives. It sounds something like
it used to in Smith Stanton's back
room when the bunch got in there.

I don't see very much of the boys
from home as I am with the Flint
company but I was over and spent
Sunday with Si Conners and Paul Ha-ve- y

a week ago. I guess the governme-
nt-was a little bit slow sending
that notice of me getting hurt; it hap- -
rned Oct. 9. It wasn't very much,

back with my company in six
weeks! time. So. you see Uncle Sam
is not quite so fast in sending notices
as he is in driving Huns. We sure
are a lucky bunch. The weather
here is just like April is at home and
I suppose you people are wading in
the snow. I don't have any idea
how long they are going to keep us
here but we all are prepared to stayhere until next July. Of course if
we are lucky we might get homy soon-
er. I am getting suite good at talk-
ing German. In fact I can talk as
much German as I can French right
now, We-W- e and Yah-Ya- h.

The people in this town are not
hard up, in fact they are all prettywell fixed but the man power-- euro
caught it quite hard; there were 16
men killed in the war from this town
which is no larger than Orleans co
you can see what old Bill did for hi
Seople and feel thankful that youris in the good old U. S. A.

Well, Ed., I guess I will end this
and hope that it won't be long before
I can shako hands with you and the
rest of the old timers. With best
wishes to you and the Banner-New- s,

I remain your old friend, ' Jack.
Corp. Jack Barron,

Co. E, 125th U. S. Inf.

Another letter which we publishthis week is from Frank Hubbard,
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Hubbara,
which he wrote to his sister, Mrs. Ed.
Reeves of Smyrna. It is as follows:

Mederohren, Germany, Jan. 26, '19.
Dear Sister Katie:

Well, I am going to write a few
lines to let you know that I am stiii
alive and feeling fine. I am getting'fat every day and think I shall keepon as long as we get fed the waywe are petting it now. I was weigh-ed the other day and I weigh 154
pounds. I think this climate agreeswith me., This is a very pretty
place. It is in the mountains and
there are many very pretty scenes,so many valleys here with nice 1

brooks running ti em, and a
great many large cliff's along the road
side. The place where we are now
is nothing but a small village of four
houses. This is where our company
outpost is. We get four hours on
guard and 12 off, so it is not so bad a
place after all. There is lots of
game in this part of the country,such as deer, squirrel, rabbits and
other animals. I saw two deer daybefore yesterday and onel ast night.I have a pretty gcod room, one of
the corporals .and myself,. We. have

. v tf.ci "u no not-car- uwe stay .right here until we are, readyto come. home. I received your letter ?

with the children's pictures and was
more than glad to get them. Well
it will soon be a year since I landed
on this side of the pond. It was the
11th day of March. Well, I am back
to private again as the corporalshlpwas shot in the head when I got back
from the hospital. But I dont care
as I am 1st class private now and that
is the best job in the army. I was to
have been made sargeant when I got
wounded, but guess it was not rightfor me to have it. I was wounded
in the head but it did not go onlyunder the skin so I think I was lucky.But I have two nice scars to carrythe rest of my life. I have the bullet
that hit me and will show it to youwhen I come home. WelL'.I guessthis is all the nonsense I know now
so will close, with lots of lovce to all.
Your brother,

a Pvte, Frank C. Hubbard,
Co. D, 128th Inf. N. G., A. E. F., A.

P. O. 734, With the Army of Cccu--
pation. :

Alvin Davis has also written a
letter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Davis from Slough, near Lon-
don, England, where he is staying. Al-
vin is seeing a great deal of tho coun-
try there. A singular thing about
has being there is that he has not re-
ceived a solitary piece of mail from
the home folks since arriving there
more than five months ago. His
letter follows:

Slough, England, Jan. 31, 1919.
Dear Father, Mother and Sister:

I just came off guard and will write
a lina What kind of winter are
you having over there? A little
snow fell night before last and it
the first weVe had. Last week I rot
a week end pats and two other ttU
lows and L,rtr.t to Lc!cn rhich
16 raild frcra here. irc trt ttctJ

(Continued cn p;- - Cla.)

ONLY ONE CANDIDATE FOR
CLERK AND ONE FOR TREAS-

URER ANNOUNCED AS YET.

Times sure have changed sinija

Towser was a pup if one takes the
local political situation as a criterion
to go by for in the good old days of-

fice seeking citizen used to lay awake
nights for months before the date set
for holding the village election and
plan divers means and other wire-

pulling stunts for the security of a
majority of the votes cast in the do-

ings of the great day when the ship
of state would once more gilde oyei
a smooth and untroubled sea with
himself in office, or go crashing on
the rocks because he was defeated
and someone else happened to bo

steering the good old ship.
Yes, times have changed and in-

stead of a great deal of talk about
who is going after this office and who
is going to oppose him and someone
else going after some other office,
you hear absolutely nothing about
things political and if you ask some-
one else what he knows about who is
going to be the candidate for mayor,
he tells you to forget politics the
same as he did long ago.

Thus far only two candidates have
come out and announced themselves
fcr city offices. John B. Essex some
time ago announced himself as a can-
didate for the office of city treasurer
and about ten days ago, Wm. E.
Fisher, the present treasurer, an-

nounced that he would go after the
city clerkship. It seems to be taken
for granted that they can have the
positions if they .want them and ap-
parently they will have no opposition.

No candidates for mayor or alder-
men in the three different wards are
talked of nor has there been anyone
suggested for the office of supervis-
ors. It is perhaps a fact that both
Barney Curtis, supervisor in the
Third ward and W. B. Travis in the
Second ward will succeed themselves.
Over in the First ward, however, the
vacancy caused by the death of John
W. Moore must be filled at the elec-
tion and no one has as yet been men-
tioned for this office.

The election comes on April 7 and
the caucuses must be held before the
15th day of March. It is usual that
caucus notices are posted at least a
week in advance of the holding of a
caucus and these will soon have to
be out There is some talk that a
non-partisa- n caucus be held and a
good strong ticket placed in the field.
In this event nomination means elec-
tion and there will net be the hot old
times we used to have during a cam-
paign.

As we go to press, we learn that
the women voters of the city have
finally induced Mrs. Clellie Hoover to
enter the race for city clerk, which
will make a contest on between the
twn nsnirnnt frr t.Viaf. YfTirf Mrs.
Iloover is the only lady mentioned for
office in this city, although m a num-
ber of other places women are in a
majority on the, tickets.

CHAPLIN COMING SOON IN
THE FIRST OF NEW SERIES

"A Dog's Life." the fii-s- t of the new
$1,000,000 series of comedies that
Charlie Chaplin is making under his
own management, will be shown at
the Empress theater on iWednesday,
March 12. Keep the date m mind.

Married at St. Joseph's.
The marriage of, Mr. John Kohn and

Miss Eva Hauck took place at St.
Joseph s Catholic church in this city
Tuesday morning at 9 o'clock, Rev.
Fr. John A. Klich officiating at the
solemn high mass and being assisted
by Revs. Gabriel and Uhlenbercr. Af
ter. a short honeymoon the happy
young couple will be at home to their
friends on the farm west of Smyrna.

Getting Ready For Spring!
H." J.' Connell is getting ready for

the spring 'trade and as a 'result he
has a large advertisement inthis is
sue of this paper telling about the
values which he is prepared to give
in wall papers. If you are planningon doing any papering it will be well
for you to look up Mr. Connell's ad
vertisement and take advantage of
the bargains offered.

Has Novel Sawing Rig
Chas. Estep, a Greenville man is

working .at buzzing- wood in this city
and vicinity and is doing a lot of work
in this line. Mr. Estep carries his
outfit arcand with him on an nM
time Reo automobile which he has
fitted up so that all he has to do is to
run up to a pile of wood, tie the
wheels to some stakes or trees, lower
his buzz saw and without necessarily
stopping the engine in the automobile
which has furnishod th mrHv rw.
er to bring the outfit to the Job. start
in to buzzing wood. The rig is quitea curiosity and while Mr. Estep was
at work on a big pile of wood in the
rear Of Kim Kinc's rrsirlnr n timtti.
ber of people went over to see the rig
woric. jie says that he can , cut
about 20 cords of wood per day with
this arrangement and he gets about
i per cord for the work.

DANCING
EVERY SATURDAY EVENING

at the Hubbell Hall, Belding
HALE'S ORCHESTRA

Special Reduced Prices

Vl Dancing 8:30 to 12 :C0

r-- Everybody WeTnt.

FARMERS' CLUBS

ARE GOItIG TO HOLD

A

DEFINITE DATE FOR SAME HAS
NOT AS YET BEEN DETER-
MINEDWILL BE IN MARCH.

The members of. the various Farm-
ers' club in the vicinity of Belding,
are planning on holding a union
meeting of the clubs some time in
the near future, during the coming
month, in the auditorium of the city
hall, at which time they will get to-

gether for an all day meeting and
nave a good time, while visiting, eat-
ing and listening to some good well-kno-

and able speaker who will be
secured to address the gathering.

The word has been passed around
that the date for the meeting had been
set for next Thursday, March 6, but
this is wrong and the exact date for
the union meeting has as yet net been
set owing to the fact that no speaker
has been engaged although an effort
is now being made to get a man
has a nation-wid- e reputation as a
farm worker and speaker who will
be highly interesting through the
many points which he will touch on.

The East Otisco Farmers' club, the
West Otisco Farmer's club, the Or-
leans Farmers' club and the Fairview
club, a similar organization over near
Smyrna will take part in the meet-
ing, which will be held in the city
hall in this city. The date of i
meeting, together with the name of
the speaker who will be secured i
the meeting, will be given along with
further particulars in an early issue
of this paper.

Victoria Rebekah Lodge No. 60
Will i call regular meeting, FridayFeb. 28 at the usual hour, 8 o'clock.

: Olice Scott,
Noble Grand.

Surprise Birihday Party.
. Geo. W. Holmes of this city was 60

years old Feb. 23, so Mrs. Holmes
with the assistance of friends, Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Totten and Henry
Gildemaster arranged for the event
Monday evening, Feb. 24. Georgemust have forgotten he was 50 years
old but Mr. Totten reminded him of
it after 6 o'clock dinner by presentinghim with a Victor record with a card
attached wishing his 50 more but
there was more doming. Shortlythe Belding city band of which Mr
Holmes is director, commenced to play
just outside the porch. After this
music all were invited in and victrola
music was played and an orchestra
made ud of band ntprnW with TToni--v

LGuildemester as leader played while
tii muses were preparing supper.This beinjr ready and all being seated
the electric lights were turned off
leaving small pink candles burning on
the birthday cake made by MJrs.
Holmes. The candles formed 50 on
the cake. The table was very pret-
tily decorated with pink carnations.

Supper over Mr. Guiidemister in
behalf of the band presented Mr.
Holmes with a box of cigars and the
box contained iust 50 smokes. Mr.
Holmes responded by saying that he
felt highly honored and by being re-
membered .with this gift is certainlya token of true friendship and esteem.

Bushman and Bayne in "The Poor
Rich Man," at Empress Saturday.

March,7, 1919
-- Dancing Party
Good Orchestra

1. 0. 0. F. Hall
.."Nuf! Sed"

. . .b Committee i

EDGAR A. GUEST, POPULAR
.WRITER, WILL BE VISITOR IN

CITY ON WEDNESDAY.

Secretary Byron F. Brown of the
local board of commerce has complet-
ed the preliminary arrangements . in-

cidental to the visit which the whole-
salers of Detroit will make to the re-

tailers of this city next Wednesday,
March 5, and at a meeting held in the
city hall Tuesday afternoon commit-
tees were appointed to attend to the
actual details connected with giving
the men a hearty welcome to this city
and with entertaining them in a
proper manner during the time that
they are here.

The arrangements will be in charge
of the board of commerce and Eugene
Hudson, a prominent retailer' of this
city, is chairman of the reception
committee and he with as many mem-
bers of the board of commerce as
can be at the depot when the train
arrives from Detroit Wednesday even-

ing at 5:40 o'clock, will be there to
meet them. From there they will
be taken to the Hotel Belding where
sleeping accommodations will be ar-
ranged for. The banquet and even-
ing s entertainment will be held in
the auditorium of the city hall and
the Ladies' Social circle of the Con-

gregational church will serve the
dinner which will be at 6:30 o'clock.

One of the features of the evening
will be entertainment by Edgar A.
Guest, a well known andy popular
writer and entertainer who will visit
this city with the Detroit retailers. .

Mr. Guest needs no introduction to our
people, many cf whom have read his
works or heard favorably of hem and
the chances are that the membership
of the local board of commerce will
turn out strong to hear him. Mrv
Guest is one of the few entertainers'
in this country who can move an aud-
ience from smiles to tears and back
again but he is . reputed to be such
and his visit to this city will be the
means of a record attendance at this
board of commerce function.

Each and every member of the
board of commerce is urged to be
rresent and to let Secretary B. F.
Brown know whether or not ycu are
froing to attend the meeting. The

who are going to serve are
going to put up a chicken pie dinner
and something must be known be-
forehand as to the number of people
who will attend.

A number of the rural members of
the board of commerce have already
stated that they were going to be

resent and indications are that theE etroit wholesalers will be met with
one of he largest attendances ever
had at a meeting of the local board
of commerce.

Gave Neighbors a Surprise.
About 20 of the neighbors and

friends went up to the pleasant home
cf Mrs. Ed Covert on South Bridgestreet Thursday afternoon and gave
her a surprise and farewell party.Mrs. Covert was completely surprised
but recovered sufficiently to meet the
occasion and splendid light refresh-
ments were served. ,

On Friday evening another lot cf
neighbors, comprising the Carrcm
club, an old time organization, with
the addition of a number of new
members, again visited the Covert
home and surprised both Mr. and Mrs.
Covert and had a good time playing
carroms. Leetta Palmateer wan the
champion player and carried off the
honors of the evening. Mr, and Mrs
Covert have sold their South Bridgestreet home and are soon going to
occupy the Moulton home at the cor-
ner of Alderman and Cngress streets.

Bushman and Bayne in "The Poor
Rich Man," at Empress Saturday.

Last Day to Pay Taxes.
jviarcn o, will DQ W6 laSX

ioaiuruay,
. . Wnv V.. Vhr

. City Treasurer

TO

BE

HOME TALENT SHOW BEST EVER
STAGED HERE ACCORDING TO

EXPRESSIONS HEARD

Reese Veatch, the army song lead-
er, who is coming to this city to give
vocal lessons and who is planning on
holding public gatherings every little
while to get the people interested in
community singing, made a hit when
he appeared before the audience which
had gathered in the opera house last
Thursday evening to see the play "Be-
tween The Acts," which was being
staged there that night by hte Dra-
matic club cf St. Joseph's parish of
this city.

Mr. Veatch has been engaged as
song leader at many of the army
camps and certainly no audience re-

sponded with more heart than did his
hearers Thursday night when he ask-
ed them to join in the singing. The
singing opened with "America" fol-
lowed with "There's
A Long Long Trail," "Keep The
Home Fires Burning," and "Smile,
Smile, Smile." In addition to the
singing the leader had part of the
house whistling at the same time that
another part of the house was hum-
ming and the rest singing. The
people entered into the event with
enthusiasm and to say' that they en-

joyed it is putting it mildly. Mr.
Veatch deserves a compliment on the
way he conducted the singing.

The rendition of the play, "Be-
tween the Acts," was, according to
expressions which we heard both dur-
ing and after, the show, the best local
talent play which had ever been put
on in the local opera house. This is
a rather strong statement as there
have been some exceptionally good
home talent shows given here, but in
"Between The Acts" there was never
a hitch in the proceedings and not one
of the players but who knew their
part from start to finish.

Rev. Fr. John A. Klichr is to be
complimented upon the presentation
of tha play, those taking part in it
having been rehearsed by him and
the play could not have been better
had it been directed by a profession-
al. Much credit is also due to Mrs.
R. Earl Wilson, who generously of-
fered to attend to the "making-up- " of
the actors. Mrs. Wilson turned out
real honest to goodness professionals,
seemingly, after a few touches with
burnt cork, theatrical paints and pow-
ders and the like and the audience
was highly pleased with the Igood
looking people which she turned out
to take part in thQ play.

It is to be hoped that mere of these
innocent and highly interesting events
will be staged from time to time, as
it is quite evident that the likes of
he people for real stage plays can
never be entirely supplemented by anyother than real personal acting and
inasmuch as that there are but a veryfew travelling professional troupes,
an occasional well trained and intel-
ligent home talent compaR7rduld tio
rdto satisfy the dtrrzi teniae

ttriccjJ r productions fcy . pu-ti- ia


