
clover and other legumes In rotatloa strike a blow before they know that
we have gathered an army," he said
half aloud, as be ran over the plansm- -

THE TESTING
OF GIDEONni.
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Flower Was Introduced Into
an American.

o

as eaten crops. The feeding of
CrODS eXC6Dtlnr bottia nf th mmt

valuable grains on the farm and the
returning oi all manure to the land.

The STDSUm in land nlnatAT annlUit
to the soil releases the potash held in
Insoluble form. Wood ashea --should
not therefore be used with the plas
ter. .

It is not the cow which frtvea the
most muit wnen fresh, but the cow
wnicn maintains her flow through the
year which proves the most profit-
able.

A convenient war of removlnr dead
bees from hives is to shove a tray of
stout paper onto the bottom boards.
Remove at Intervals and shake off the
dead bees and then return.

Salt the cattle on the thistle natch.
The salt which the cattle de not
pick up, together with the constant
trampling of the animals, will kill the
thistles, it is said.

"Why don't you have yew Dig Den
further from the house!" "What
for?" "It would be more healthful"
'Gwan with your notions. Those horn

have never hadOa sick day in their
lives."

Why not hitch ud the washing; ma
chine to the gasoline engine. Wife
would appreciate it and It would re
lieve you from the work of turning
the machine, which you should do. It
you don't

It is said that feeding large quanti
ties of beets in the barn has bad ef-

fect on. the atmosphere, which will
taint the milk, unless the place Is
well cleaned up and aired after feed-

ing.

It you are planning to mix your
own fertilizer observe the following
rules: Place the bulkiest material
In a even layer on a tight floor, and
the others on this in the order of
their bulk. Begin at one end and
shovel the pile back and repeat once
or twice, or until the materials are
well mixed.

Ignorant use of fertilizers has
wrought financial hardship and even
ruin to many farmers. Expensive
commercial fertilizers unless wisely
used will not pay for, themselves.
Don't let some smooth agent persuade
you In buying for your land what you
do not need and what will not return
a profit

A special seed corn train was run
through the state of Indiana during
the first two weeks of March. The ex-

hibition was under the direction of
Prof. G. I. Christie, of the agricultural
department of Purdue university, and
his lectures at the 165 places where
stops were made will do much to stim-
ulate better corn production in the
state.

About 60 per cent of what the cow
eats goes to keep up her body and
the profit in milk and butter comes
from the feed she consumes outside
of this amount needed for support
If you suspect that your cow is not
getting enough feed. Increase it grad
ually, and if she responds in Increased
yields of milk you may continue it
If she falls to respond then withdraw
the extra feed.

One feature of which
appeals to many is the small outlay
required to make a start Another
point is the rapidity by which the bees
increase in numbers. From one hive
of bees In four or five years one may
have 100 d stocks of bees,
usually termed a colony. As each
colony in the summer season has from
60 to 1,000 bees, the Increase Is cer-

tainly remarkable.

The volunteer apple orchard move
ment of New York state instituted
four years ago has now ten orchards
established and under observation for
the purpose of determining the mer-
its of the orchard set upon Its own
stock and brought to bearing In this
form and the orchard which has been
top worked on a variety or 'varieties
which In the past proved unprofitable
or d to avoid natural weak
ness of stock. Ultimate conclusions
will be awaited with interest

Prof. E. H. Webster, of the United
States department of agriculture, has
this , to say to the users of cream
separator machines: "Separator com

panies Issue books of instruction with
each machine. These are sufficiently
clear and 'comprehensive. They will
insure good care of the machine if
followed. It sometimes happens, how
ever, that the purchaser thinks he
knows more about. the machine and
how it should be used than the manu-
facturer. Such a one generally comes
to grief."

After conducting experiments with
various milking machines, the Kan
sas agricultural experiment station
advances the following conclusions:
First that a milking machine will
milk cows as thoroughly as the aver
age milker; second, that some cows

give more milk when milked with a
machine than when milked by band;
others give less; third, that it is ex
tremely necessary for the man In
charge to fully understand how to
operate a milking machine; fourth,
that to reach the highest degress of
success cows should be selected and
bred to respond to machine milking.
If this factor is taken into considera
tion machine milking will be equally
as successful as the best hand milk
Inf.

in his mind. But what was that!
"Take thy father's young bullock,

even the young bullock of seven years
old, and throw down the altar of Baal
that thy father hath, and cut down
the grove that' is by It," came a voice
out of the darkness.

Gideon looked around with a start.
fear and dismay struggling for the
mastery. And while be strove to
gain control of himself, the voice con-- 1

tlnued:
"And build an altar unto the Lord

thy God upon the top of the rock in
the ordered place and take the sec-

ond bullock, and offer a burnt sacri-
fice with the wood of the grove which
thou shalt cut down."

As Gideon listened he became con
sclous that it was the voice of God
speaking to him. But wNtt bold
thing was this which he trf torn- -

mandlng him to do. Not only would
it arouse hostility among the mem-
bers of his own household and those
of his own people, but It would warn
the enemy and put them on their
guard, it it did nqt lead to an Imme-
diate attack. '

And how 'could he expect to win
the support of his people in the face
of such difficulties and dangers? How
much better it seemed, he reasoned
to himself, to secretly raise an army
and fall upon the enemy unawares
and overcome them. Then, would
be time enough, he thought to throw
down the altar of Baal and to build
an altar to the God of Israel.

But, came back the answer to his
conscience, can God give you the vic
tory while yet the high places of
Baal remain in the midst of Israel?
Where should reform begin if not in
your own household? How could you
go out and claim that the God of, Is-

rael was with you while yet your
father's household Is under the shad-
ow of the altar of Baal and the
grove? Thus his heart reasoned, and
Boon he saw that God's plan, and not
his, must be followed.

When he yielded to this conviction
he arose and hurried to the place
where It had been agreed he should
meet his servants. It was with some
misgivings that he came before them.
How would they receive this new
plan? Would they stand with hire?
These questions troubled him as he
faced them, but as he began faithfully
and courageously to relate all that
the Lord had said that he should do.
he gained confidence and when he had
finished speaking without waiting for
reply, he turned to go, saying, Blmply:

'Come, let us do our work quickly,
lest the morning's light find our
courage fall us, and the friends of
Baal prove too strong for us."

And his servants, ten in number.
roso to a man and went forth with
him, and ere the first rays of light
were gliding the eastern sky, the
trees of the grove lay prostrate on
the ground, the altar of Baal was in
ruins, and the flesh of the bullock
lay smoking upon the altar which had
been erected to the God of Israel.

Silently and quickly the little baud
dispersed, each man In the direction
agreed upon.

No small stir was made when the
people of Ophrah discovered upon the
morrow what had been done, and
when It was rumored that Gideon had
wrought the rash deed, they demand
ed that he be brought forth and
killed.

Then It was that Joash, the father
of Gideon, awakened to the sin which
he had committed against God in per
mitting the altar and grove to Baal
to be erected upon his land, stood
boldly forth and declared:

"If Baal be a god, let him plead for
himself ?" . Q

At these words the people gave a
shout of approval, and the spirit o!
God comjng upon Gideon he blew
his trumpet and the people were
gathered after him. Meanwhile his
messengers had gone unto the tribes
of Asher and Zebulun and Naphtall,
and In response to their call a great
company of fighting men were brought
together, fully 32,000 men.

When word of these things reach
ed the Mldlanites they were wroth,
and swore that Baal their god should
be avenged with mighty slaughter.
and they sent word to the Amalakltes
and to all the neighboring peoples on
the east of the rebellion which had
broken out among the Isiaelltes. In
response thereto a great army was
gathered together, and it came and
encamped in the valley of Jezreel,
which when the men of the army of
Israel saw many of them began to be
afraid, which thing troubled Gideon
greatly. "Surely," he said to himself,
"If God would give Israel the victory
there must be other spirits Jn the
hearts of our people." -

And that night Gideon sought the
Lord and said:

'
"It thou wilt save Israel by mine

band, as thou hast said, behold, I will
put a fleece of wool in the floor; and
If the dew be upon the fleece only,
and If it be dry upon all the earth be-

side, then shall I know that thou wilt
save Israel by mine hand as thou hast
said." V

And it was so; for he arose up
early on the morrow, and thrust the
fleece together, and wringing the dew
out of the fleece, a bowlfull of water.
And Gideon said uato God: "Let not
thine anger be hot against me, and I
will speak but this once: let me

t
prove, 1 pray thee, but this once with
the fleece; let it be dry only upon
th fleece, and upon all the ground let
there be dew." And God did so that
night so that Gideon knew the Lord
was surely with him la the great con-

flict which lay before hlnv '

: Poor.
How poor are they that bats sat

paUence. Shakespeare.
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SERMONETTE.
' "Throw down the altar ef
Baal that thy Father hath, and T
cut down the grove that Is by
it" Reform was to begin at I
home, and It was to be com

piste. Ne use for Gideon to ap-- X

peal to the nation while his own

family was under the shadow 2
of the heathen altar and the T
festive grove lured to Its llcsn
tlous festivities.

The altar to Baal which his i
father had erected must ' be
thrown down. The a rove which
he had planted must be hewn
to the ground.

Thus was there to be a clean J

cut positive break with the
wickedness about him. ')

Thus by his fearless and bold

striking at the very root of
the idolatrous practices which
had crept Into his nation, he "
was to challenge not only the
power of the heathen god Baal,
but he was to proclaim him- - ;;
self the champion of the true
God. ;;

It took faith and great moral ..
courage for Gideon to stand out ; ;

against not only his father's !

house and his own nation, but ;;
against the powerful nations,
which held Israel In bondage. ;;
Here was the testing. "

Had not Gideon been willing ;;
to do this thing which the Lord

required at the first, he never ;;
would have bean fitted to lead

Tvthe victorious army of Israel 4
against ine roe, neunsr weuia tGod have permitted him to. iHe was willing to burn the T
bridges behind him, for he knew I
when he marched with God
there was no retreat. He knew X

that deliverance lay before them f
and not In compromise. i,

Many a man falls of the t
high commission of God Just T
here. He begins by compro-
mises. He Is anxious to lead a
victorious aimy, but he Is fear-
ful lest the line of retreat be
cut off.

God must needs test Gideon
before he could commit fully to
his hands the task before him.

This testing wrought a two-

fold work upon him. It Identi-

fied him absolutely and Irrevoc-

ably with the cause of right
eousness, and It brought to 'his I
heart a revelation of the majes
ty and holiness of God.

A low conception of what
God requires of his followers
proves disastrous toenany a re-

former. It leads to compromise
with evil. It results In half-

hearted endeavor. It Is the bird
whose vision is the keenest that
flies the farthest, and It Is the
Christian whose spiritual per-

ceptions are highest who ac-

complishes most for God.
Endure God's testing, for with

It will come a revelation of God
and an appreciation of what It
means to stand with him.

THE STORY.
"iIDEON returned to his home In

J all the enthusiasm ana eiaiion
which comes to the heart of a man
after the conception of 'a great en
terprlse and the realization that he Is
the one upon whom the responsibility
of leadership rests. The words God
had spoken to him that afternoon
rang through his soul, and he scarce
ly knew whether his feet touched the
ground or not as he hurried back to
make preparations for the campaign
before him. Had not God called him
a "mighty man of valor?" and had
he not said that he, Gideon, should
"save Israel from the hand of the
Midianites?"

He could scarce check the shout of
elation and Joy as he passed along
the familiar way, and he was tempted
more than onco as be passed some

neighbor to proclam the deliverance
he had been sent to achieve. But
wisely be ref i alned only confiding.
after he bad reached the seclusion of
his own home, in one of his serv
ants whom he could trust ' '

Late they bad sat talking over all
the wonderful experiences of the aft
ernoon, and then had began laying
plans as to how best to carry oat
God's will.

"We must needs raise a great army,
for the enemy is strong," exclaimed
the servant, enthusiastically.
'"Tea," assented Gideon, slowly and

thoughtfully. "But how shall we do
this? Suppose the people will not
come bp to our support??
"Ah, never fear, they will .rally

when the story Is told them of thy
call to leadership, as thou hast told
it to me," was the encouraging re--

Joinder. "Let certain chosen ones
of thy servants whom thou canst trust
be selected as messengers," he con
tlnued.

This plan instantly met the ap-

proval of Gideon and the servant de
parted to bring together those whom
Gideon bad named, while the latter
sat deep In thought considering where
he would first make the assault when
he hsd gathered his army.

"We must take them unawares and

Improve the favorable opportunities
now for work.

Every farmer can and shoifil breed
draft borses In a email way.

Dirt more than anything else is the
cause of poor butter.

Clean up at least one more old field
this year.

Taxes on unused land don't pay.
Make your land work for you.

Hatching mites and lice and laying
eggs do not go together.

Of all men, the farmer can least af-

ford to put off until what
should be done

A new lnsect--th- e apple leaf miner
Is reported to be getting la its evil

work in some parts of the country.

The growing of fence posts is a
promising industry being developed in
Iowa.

The young. Immature sire at the
bead of the dairy herd will never
build up a profitable herd.

The farmers who don't believe in
book learning are growing less each
year, and will begin to feel kind of
lonesome after awhile.

Give the old horses ground feed. A
horse with worn out teeth cannot keep
In good condition on hard, whole
grain.

healthy turkey hens
of two or three years of age make the
best breeders.

Handle the young horse with the
utmost care when breaking. All loud

talking and abuse should be avoided.

Will the predigested food fad ex-

tend to the farmer at last so that he
will eventually be feeding predigested
bay and grain to his stock?

It doesn't pay to raise the scrub
horse which nobody wants, but coach-er- s

and draft animals of good stock
are always in demand at good prices.

At the last meeting of the Wiscon-
sin buttermakers' convention a reso-

lution was adopted declaring that the
minimum of fat in butter should be

placed at 82 per cent

It takes very little more feed to ob-

tain the large yield from the good
cow than the small yield from the
poor cow.

The agricultural department is
about to undertake the task of ascer-

taining the cost of growing farm
products throughout the country.

The keynote to the situation of the
wornout farm is live stock, more live
stock, most live stock, which can be
maintained upon the place.

That cellar needs attention. Under
the accumulation of dirt which has
fallen from the stored vegetables there
Is generally decaying matter that
should be at once cleared out

; The average size of the American
farm Is about 147 acres. Too large,
come say. Others declare it is too
small. It means a farm for about ev-

ery 14 people in the United States.

Tou may sow dodder and plantain
with your clover and alfalfa seed, if
you do not clean it carefully. The
bureau of plant industry at Washing-
ton stands ready to examine samples
of seed to prove its purity and ger-

minating qualities.

Feeding corn in excess should be
avoided In fattening sheep for mar
ket, as too large a proportion or rai
lessens the market value. The butcher
doea not want tallrfw. but meat A

. much better fattening diet will con
sist of oats, bran, etc.

Oats, wheat, rye, barley, or other
gram Intended for seeding snouia oe
run through the fanning mill. Secure

. the cleanest, heaviest seeds possible
'for planting, as the Increased stand
And yield will more than repay you
for your trouble.

Here are the . different principles
which tend to permanent soil improve
ment as outlined by Prof. Cyril O
Hopkins, of the University of Illinois
agricultural department: Thorough
onderdralnage wherever needed. Ap-

plications of ground natural limestone
wherever necessary to correct and
prevent so'V acidity. Continued use

f large amies of fine rock phos
phate, or solne other form of phos-
phorus in connection with decaying
crganlc matter. The liberal use of

ean
EASTER LILY

the Islands of Bermuda by

them about 15 miles long and not
wider, at most than a mile and a
half set beneath the bluest of blue
skies, and seeming to rest on water
whose transparency and brilliancy of
color are unequaled anywhere. This Is
Bermuda, the home of the Easter Illy.

'

As the Incoming boat skirts the
shore, the lily fields look from a dis-
tance like white summer clouds
dropped down from the sky upon the
green Islands. Lily fragrance fills the
air and Is blown by the wind far out
over the water. Coming nearer you
see the fields more clearly rows up-

on rows of blossoms, tall, stately acd
snowy white. It is very beautiful.

It was not until the early 'SO's that
the Bermuda lily became well known
In the United States. It is said that
a Philadelphia woman, returning from
the Islands, brought home a plant to
bloom. This came to the attention of
W. K. Harris, an enterprising florist
of the Quaker city, who purchased a
lot of the bulbs, from which he suc-

ceeded In raising hundreds of plants,
introducing them under the name
Lllium Harrlsii. Thus the Easter Illy
Industry spread to America, and to
other countries as well. But nowhere
do the flowers grow so perfect and
beautiful as under the quickening
warmth of the tropical sun of Ber-

muda.
Ordinarily only bulbs are exported,

but at the rush season whole boat
loads of cut buds and of thickly-budde- d

plants are packed and shipped
away, carrying the sweet message
of the Eastertide Into countless homes
and churches.

General Hastings is dead. In spite
of his long residence In Bermuda, he
remained a devotedly loyal American
citizen and from time to time concern-
ed himself with public affairs, holding
various positions of responsibility and
honor. The Islanders remember him
as their friend and benefactor, and
that they and those that come after
them ' may not be unmindful of the
debt of gratitude they owe, a beauti-
ful monument has been recently erect-
ed In Hamilton in his memory.

An Easter Lay.
- Behold! What light In yonder skyf

The angels echo In reply: . ,
It ta the Easter Dawn.

Let carol sweet ring through the air.
And flowers dlatll their perfume rare.

This Resurrection morn."

For Christ has risen, as He said.
Blest Saviour of the quick and dead.

Chant loud the glad refrain.
For angels rolled the stone away.
And Christ arose ere broke the day,

And evermore shall reign.

Chinese Idea ef Creation.
By the Chinese it Is believed that

the world was formed of two parts
of a great egg. From the yolk, man
came forth; then he waved his hand
and the upper half of the shell went
upward and became the concave hear
ens; the lower half reversed, making
the convex earth, and the white al
bumen became the teas.

There Is only one monument In the
whole British colony of the Bermudas

and It Is erected to the memory of
an American. This fact may seem a
bit Btrange until one has heard the
Btory, which Is really a story of the
Bermuda lily, and of the man who
made It possible. i

Many years ago during President
Hayes' administration, in fact Gen.
Russel Hastings, who had made for
himself a brilliant record during the
civil war, was married In the White
House at Washington. He and his
bride went to Bermuda on their wed
ding trip, and were so charmed with
the beauty of the place that they re-
solved then and there to return, and,
If possible, to make It their perma-
nent abode. The climate, too, appeal-
ed to them. (The general had been
seriously wounded in the war, and
was far from well.)

A little later the two came again.
Not as tourists this time, but as home--
seekers. In those days the now-exi-

ing law that none but English citizens
can own land in English colonies was
not In force. So General Hastings had
no difficulty in acquiring a large es
tate. He chose a picturesque site in the
little city of Hamilton, surrounding a
land-locke- d bay. Here he built bis
home, "Soncl," which stands y

among tropical trees and luxuriant
flowers.

Not only did General Hastings aft
once become deeply Interested in the
place, and In the possibilities for its
development but he wa's genuinely
distressed at the poverty of the island-
ers, says a writer in the Detroit Free
Press. Setting about to Improve mat-
ters, he studied the climatic condi-

tions, experimented again and again,
and at length his efforts were crowned
with success. It was found that our
present-da- Easter lily, originally a
native of Japan, would attain in Ber-

muda to a perfection of loveliness
hitherto unknown. The islanders were
soon pressed Into service, and since
about 1876 the culture of lilies has
been not only their chief pride, but
their chief means of livelihood as well.

Imagine a tiny group of Islands, far
out in the Atlantic the largest of

. I know my fate U surely sealed.
For cook, white passing-

- near.
Smacked her Up and Mid to m

"Xou'U be ray breakfast, dear.


