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THE DECLINE OF SILVER,

——

For over fourteen years, the
United States has tried to keep
up the price of silver by legis-

_Ition, but has failed. On August

the 12th lest, the price ®ld to
about 78§cents per ounce; and this
was followed' by auother decline
the Ilatter part of December, to
76 3-5.centy per sunce; the lowest
point ever reached before that

. lime,

It was in 1878 that the Amer-
fean policy of silver purchase was
begun by the enactment of the
Bland Silver Aet, compelling
coinage of $2,000,000 per month.
ALthut time the: price wns over
§1.09 3°5 perounce,

The: United States: produced
legs than 85,000,000 ounces. By
the end of 1878, the averago price
had fallen’ to $1.014 per ounce;
and, although it rose to over §1.054
M May, 1882, its tendency on the
whale 8incy that time has been
downward. In 1888, the average
was $1.027; i 1885, $.088, in
1888, #.87: and in 1889, #.866.
In the meantime, 291,272019
ounces had been purchnsed at an
average cost of about $1.074 per
ounce. In 1890, it was pleaded
that if government purchases
were increased, the metal would
rise to the level of par with gold;
and the

increaged to 4,
500,000 ounces  per month, A
Roorary rie Bey price followed,
for 1890 was
it wns

| production, which; in some Amer-

_with gold.

‘that he will reeymmend

Sherman  Act, still in | B
force: wae passed, by which the |5 1.

| purclinser wene:

witre ‘shatliar in design; but one

for sil ver has been generally down-
ward and unsteady. The evil
has been aggravated by several
other causes—artifivial inflation,
already mentioned; the low cost of

ican mines is said to be only 5
little over one-third of the present
reduced price, and more recently
the sale in India of 7,000,000
ounces of silver & month for gold
with which W pay the interest on
the public debt. Should Kurope
return to her old policy, resuming
the use of silver as legal tender

upon.a fixed ration to gold, and | and let the contract to Mr. Gillis,

at the same time open her mints
with equal freedom to the coinage
of both metals , no doubt much of
the evil resulting from the present
lose of the par of exchange would
be removed. Experience showe
that as long as that eystem was
in force, the ration of value varied
but little, notwithstanding the
.variations in  production and
use of the metals, Although a
return to the old order was not
to be expected, it was hoped that
some international compact might
be made as & result of the con.
ference at DBrussels, whereby the
powerful:influence of Governmenta,
which: determine the monetary use
of the metals, might be effectively
enlisted in some broad scheme
for the restoration of silver and the
maintenance of its parity of ratio

It is admitted onall handi that
something must be done, and that
quickly. Silver cannot very long
retain its present anomalons posi-
tion. Tt must either be rehabili-
tated in some degree, or pass out of
monetary use except in the Far
East.

e ——

INCOME TAX.

Many reports are being sent out
from Washington. by correspon-
dents that President Cleveland
fiverscan income tax to fill the re-
venue gaps that he made by pro-
posed reduction of the tariff, and
such a
course inhis first message to con-

In comamenting upon suel a
course the New York Bun takes
the pogition that the income tax is
suggested to “curry favor with the
Populist, the Farmer's Alliance
and the Bocialists.” It opposes
ax on the ground that it
ob persons with big. incomes
benefit of those with small
and claims that nothing
nut the tax in'the Demo-
tform.
pw York Press denounces
me tax as: confiscation, a
gement bo. the accumula:
fapital
hiladelphia Item gays that
e tax is not only social-
& ib is ®0 extremely
ocratic that it is doubtful
hat strong and influential
he party can make it the
ven force. it as an issue,
4lso that the tax
heavily felt in the
at,

Constitution an-
yving: “The idea
nob give the coun-
plormy or remedy
the Democratic
absurd for dis-
R a tax is con-

X amounts to
is socialistic,
hools and pos-
lo, If it robs
fit of another,
it is needed to
of a robber

elaima that it
nor class legis-
bery; but that
pt to aquitably
firden of taxation,
r man with his cot-
bo taxed more heavily
M neighbor with a big
hat an income tax will
pge who are able to pay
b does not bear their ghare
Bhuhlic barden.

AL SCHOOL BUILDING.

ard the Contract to A, M. Gil-
lis, of this Gity.

hoards of regents of the
aemal school at Wes on met
y to eonsider propogals and
for the building. J, H.
By, Nathan Pierce, W. M. Steen,
A Worthington, and R. M,
wrs were present. W, M, Pierce
G, W, Webb d°d not attend.
T, ¥, Howard, of Pendieton; pre-
snited two plans, A. and B, They

_| been an employee in the mechanical

aid with equal |

! plan ealled for a structure some-
‘what larger than the other. On
these bids were: plan A—Ed Money,.
$0065; Cahoon & Fielding, $9940; )
Ehn' B—Ed Money, $9635; Caboon |
Fielding, #9540, '
T, Steuben, of Pendleton, pre-
sented & vlan, with an sccompany- |
ing bid, which was $10,950
On.the plan of George Williams,
.of Weston, the bids were: (Cahoon
& Fielding, $10450; McKay $10,.
"O10; Mr. Sheiber, of Walla Walls, |
$10.250; A, M. Gillis, $9.836. :
Dupuis & Cahoon, of Pendleton; |
had a plan in, their bid' being $9000. |/
After due deliberation the regents
adopted the plans. of Mr. Williams

the Athena contractor, with bonds |
fixed at $20,000. The plan: oalls
for a two-story building and a base- |
ment, there being several moma. |
It will be a well arranged andi
handsome structure. The chief
contest. over plans seemed to rest
between. those of Williams andifi
Steuben. That of the latter won
much-approval,the only objgctions |
being:she higher cost, l

Wiiat They Think of Us.
[rving McQuary has sold: the
Athens Pressto J. W. Smithand' I
B. Boyd. We wish the PrEss con-
tinued’ proeperiby. —Union Repub-
lican.
L B
Irving McQuary has disposged of
the Athena Press to J, W. Smith,
a teacher of that place, and Fred
B. Boyd, an employee of the office,
We wish it puccess: under the new
management. Among the im-
provements announced for the:|:
paper is nnew cylinder press and |
‘lot of new materinl.—Oregon Scout.
* & w
[rving McQuary, for several
years the popular and successful
quill-driver of tha Athena Press,
has disposed of hig paper to Messrs,
Smith & Royd. Mfr. Smith. wae
principal. of the AtKsna wchooli
‘the past winter, and Mwr. Boyd has

department of the PrEss for some:-||
time past. Wewish the new man-
agement guccess.—~Marion County
Record.
Ve w
Trving McQuary Kas sold the
Athena Phess to Smith & Boyd.
Prof, Smith is well and favorably
known as an edueator, and Fred |
Boyd has had & Band in running
the Press for the pust two vears.
Both gentlemen are well qualified
to turn ont a good newspeper, but
they will have to- “get on' their
‘muecle” if they expect to do better |
work than the ganial and fearleas |!
McQuary. The Herald trusts that {f
the late editor will meet with sue-
cessin his new field and that the
new managers will reap a stb- i
etantial pecuniary raward from the
Pruss,—Ore-gon Alliance Herald.
LA A {
Trving MeQuary, editor of the|l
‘Athena Press gince 1888, has rold
his interest in the paper to J. W,
(Smith.—Portland Oregonian. \

Irving MeQuary, who for the
past six. years: lias sncoessfully
‘enided the fortnnes of the Athena
Press through the shoals and'|]
‘rapids that besel the course of a |l
country weekly, has disposed of |
his intereste in that jeurnal tosfs
Messrs. J. W. 8mith and Fred B,
Boyd—Walla Walla Statesman,

Advertised Letters.

List of letters remnining. un-
claimed in the Post Office at Athana §i
Umatilla County, state of Oregon,
June let. 1898, Persons calling
for the sameo ray “Advertised.” ‘
Anderson, J. A, Pleroll, Bertie J.

Colbert, James Remington, W. M. |,
Fritts, Wm. L. BShaw, James

Foot, Ella ',  Stepp, L. & \
King, Okenr Smith. F. A, {

Vinecore, C. L.
Wilson, Martha
Martin, Dave Walton, E, C.
Paquette, John Waller Edgar :
Gro. W. Hanserr, P X |

L —

Kimzey, Harry
‘Melvey, T. H.

Tue wax 10 srmp ve ATHENG |
I8 TO PATRONIZE NER INSTITUTIONS
AND INDUSTRIES.

TAFT TOLBERT & €.

GENERAL

Blacksmiths,

Fourth Street, Athena, Ore.

= o —

ALL KINDS OF MACHINE |
REPAIRING AT LOW
RATES. [

Horse shoeing Wagon Work |

Stanton & Arkell,

Proprietors of the

1 o K 3 |
MEAT MARKET,

Corner of Main & Fourth,

A Large variety of Meats al-

Y

wayson hand, Sce us, |

| supplies, musical instru-

| tobaero, and! confactionery, [

'REMEMBER!
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JUST REGEIVED

The lecgesl stosk of

# Tackle,

|
|
evar Yraoghb o the sity. ‘
|

Plense hesr this in mind, |

Nol dhnot pass us by.

Call and examine our

stock: vou will purchage.

Wee nlso have s comglets stoek of”

Base Ball
Supplies,

Kites; marbles.croquets,

Stationery, books, school

mente, notions, cigars

WE ARE HEADPQUARTERS
FoR

FISHING *. TAGKLE |

THE BEST STOCK AND |

Lowest Price

. HANBELL & MRLONEY' ATHENA

Ladies e

Our new stock of Dress GOoods hs
arrived from New York, saod we will be pleased fo:
ghow them Among the drass:geods-will be the latest:
patterns in Pointelles, Grendines, Sateens, Chambrays *
Cashmeres, Sublime, Summer Suitings; etc ete.

LATEST HOVELTIES /N TRIMMINGS T& MATCH..

Chiffon and Oriental laces, embroideries; Hamburg
edgings, fancy Ties, Gloves mitts, Handkerchiefs, etes
Entirely new and complete line of Ribbong, unigue-
in design and very pretty, Underwear-and. Hosiery in
all grades, and remember that we

. -

HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE LARGEST INVOIGE.

of Ladies, Gents, Misses, Boy's and Children’s Shoes
ever brought to the eity. Thaey comprise the latest
atyles and for neatness and'elegance cannot'be beat,,
and will basold at hard times

We would regpectfully ask vour inspaction of these
iznnds, knowing you will be pleased, snd:it will be a
pleasure for us torshow them to. you.

BERGEVIN BROS.,

Athena

Oregon,

(¥

Makes trade slow, bat we offer such RARE INDUCEMENTS

spite of

| to Customers who venture forth, that they cmﬂe to tewn in

' A Toot Pace

Whenever they are in fown thex find imt what thex want

/

OFFER.

ATHENA, *

anl are able fo make

- Deals That Pay.

not ect the

" C. W. Hollis,

but take ADVANTAGE of our

OREGON.
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