
CZAR URGES PEACE. 

ASKS SECOND CONFERENCE OF 
POWERS AT THE HAGUE. 

Emperor Nicholas invites Nations of 
the World to Another Peace Conven
tion—Russian Hitler Said to Be Backcd 
by President Roosevelt. 

. > v  .-Emperor Nicholas again appears be
fore the world as a promoter of uni
versal peace. No sooner is the Russo-
Japanese war over, and even before 
the peace treaty has been ratified, than 
bis majesty is issuing invitations to a 
second peace conference at The 
Hague. It is announced officially in 
St. Petersburg that "the Russian gov
ernment proposes to address the for
eign powers with a view to the hold
ing of a second peace conference at 
The Hague." 

It is known that negotiations pre
ceding this announcement that the 
government "proposed to address the 
powers" were entered Into especially 
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with the United States and were eon-
ducted with the greatest secrecy, there 
being not the slightest inkling that 
Russia contemplated anything of the 
kind. 

The announcement created the 
greatest surprise. That Russia should 
plan a second conference, despite the 
steps already taken by President 
Roosevelt, was heard with amaze
ment. It is clear that the step could 
not be taken by Russia without first 
reaching a complete understanding 
with President Roosevelt. 

The fact that President Roosevelt is 
reported as being entirely in sympathy 
with the proposal, and that he is said 
to believe that to the initiator of the 
first Hague conference should belong 
the honor of convoking the second, and 
readily and gladly acceded to the Rus
sian proposal, is clear proof that the 
conference already has been called, 
and that President Roosevelt relin
quished liis part in it to Emperor 
Nicholas. 

There will bo many important topics 
discussed at the next world's peace 
conference and it is the belief of some 
Washington men that an agreement 
will be reached by which the danger of 
war will be greatly decreased by con
cluding a treaty which will provide 
thr.t war shall be waged only for cer
tain vital reasons and only after an 
honest attempt has been made to 
reach an amicable agreement. 

One- of the important questions to 
be considered will be the firing of ex
plosives from balloons. At the last 
peace conference it was agreed that 
for a period of five years no nation 
a party to the treaty would resort to 
this practice. The five-year limit has 
expired and there is nothing to prevent 
any nation from dropping projectiles 
from balloons into the territory of its 
enemy. 

Another important question will be 
the more liberal treatment of the I 
Cross society by all the nations during 
a war, looking to giving it more liber
ty of action and better protection. The 
treatment of the sick and wounded 
•wili also be taken up and some regu
lations regarding the launching of 
floating mines will be considered, as 
veil as the sphere of action of sub
marine vessels. 

When the conference convenes some 
proposition looking to limiting the 
sphere of military operations will be 
submitted with a view to mitigating 
the horror of war, and limiting the 
scope of operations to a smaller area. 
Questions growing out of the Russian-
Japanese war will also be taken up for 
consideration, including that of the dis
position of interned warships. . 

Dr. William Osier recently recited a 
juaint cure for gout. "First pick a hand
kerchief from the pocket of a spinster 
who never wished to wed; second, wash 
the handkerchief in an honest miller's 
pond; third, dry it on the hedge of a 
person who never was covetous; fourth, 
send it to Uie shop of a physician who 
never killed a patient; fifth, mark it with 
a lawyer's ink who never cheated a cli
ent; and, sixth, apply it, hot, to the gout 
tormented part. A speedy cure must 
follow." 

"Cash" Clubb, one of the wealthiest 
men in Henry county, was shot and kill
ed by his brother, Coswell, a hotel pro-
pzletor of Pleasureville, Ky. The mur
dered man was 60 years old and his 
brother 48. The brothers had some diffi
culty over money matters, but their 
friends attribute the shooting to mind 
derangement, rather than the disagree
ment over finances. 

. • H. P. Maflan, a Boer colonel, who 
served in the South African war, is a 
conductor on a street car Mas in Kansas 
City. 

HA8 AROU8ED THE PR£8IDENT* 

Failure of the Law to Pnnish Crimes 
Proven bj Figures. 

Crime in this country has reached a 
point where it will be made the sub ?ct 
of a part of the President's message. 
The lax manner of enforcing the law 
will bo dwelt upon. 

For this purpose statistics are now 
being compiled by the census bureau. 
They slioxv the following record during 
the past twenty years: 

Homi Exe Lynch-
Tear. cides. cutions. tugs. 
18S3 1.808 108 181 
ISSfi 1.499 83 133 
1SS7 2,335 79 125 
1883 2,184 87 144 
1SS9 3.50T 98 175 
ism 4.290 102 123 
1S91 5,906 123 193 
1892 6.701 107 {30 
1893 «.(il3 120 200 
1S04 9,800 132 189 
1895 10,500 132 ica 
l.snn 10,UTi2 122 131 
1897 9,520 128 100 
1S9S 7,8-10 109 127 
ISO!) 0.223 131 107 
190i) 8,275 117 115 
1901 7.S25 118 13.1 
1902 8.834 141 96 
1903 8.970 124 104 

116 90 

Total 131,951 2.2S0 2,020 

The figures show that the number of 
executions lists decreased steadily since 
188r>. while rlie number of murders and 
homicides has increase.1, but there is 
nothing in the statistics to explain the 
decrease. 

Eminent lawyers ascribe the decrease 
in executions to two causes, one being 
the growing sentiment against capital 
punishment and the other anil more im
portant one being the lax administration 
of the criminal laws and the fact that 
attorneys take advantage of every tech
nicality to save the lives of the murder
ers they arc hired to defend. Secretary 
Taft, in his Vale address, referred to the 
prevalence of this method of practice 
among criminal lawyers, and declared 
that the judges should be given the pow
er to compel the lawyers to try their 
cases on their merits and not permit 
them to exaggerate unimportant evidence 
and cover up the salient points. 

Statistics covering the years since 1S94 
to 1005 show t.ie causes of all murders 
and homicides committed in that period. 
During the eleven years 51,002 persons 
lost their lives as the result of quarrels, 
23,508 as the result of unknown causes, 
4,087 as the result of jealousy, 3,711 

•were killed by highwaymen and 2,516 
mothers killed their infants. In resist
ing arrest 1,400 persons were killed and 
1,101 highwaymen were killed. Insanity 
was the cause of 1,592 deaths and 516 
persons were killed during strikes. 

There were fewer lynchings in 1904 
than any year since 1894. In 1892, ac
cording to the statistics, there were 230 
persons killed by lynchers, the greatest 
number in any of the eleven years. The 
number killed by lynching has fluctuated 
each year, but there has been a gradual 
decrease until 1904, showing there were 
only 90 lives taken by mob violence. 

CUSTER'S SLAYER DIES. 

Rain-in-the-Knce, Noted Sionx Chief, 
Kxpircs on the Reservation. 

Rain-in-the-Face, the Sioux chief who 
was reputed to have fired the shot which 
killed Gen. Custer, died the other day at 
the Standing Rock reservation, in Bore-
man county, S. I). 

The Indian, during his lifetime, gave 
the United States troops as much trouble 
as any other who ever lived. He always 
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bore the reputation of being a "bad" 
Indian, and never lost his hatred for the 
white man. 

Rain-in-the-Face joined Sitting Bull in 
his famous uprising, and was one of the 
leaders in the battle of the Little Big 
Horn river. June 1S7C>. which is pop
ularly known as the "Custer massacre." 
He always claimed that he tired the shot 
which ended the life of Custer. Rain-in-
the-Face was a pure blooded Sioux, and 
was 02 years old at the time of his death. 

Sparks from the Wires. 
Philadelphia reformers have disclosed 

the fact that of a bogus vote of <50.000 
polled in that city in the interest of ring 
politicians more thau one-third were dead 
men. 

William B. Gill, formerly a district 
superintendent of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company, died at his home iu 
Cheltenham, a suburb of Philadelphia. 
He was 59 years of age. 

Reports on oil production in the Texas 
district during August show a decrease 
as compared with July of more than 
1,000,000 barrels. The figures for July 
were 4,585.500 and for August 3,503,500. 
Every field iu the district has shared in 
the slump. 

J. W. Gleitsman of New York has ap
plied to the court of chancery in Trenton, 
N. J., for the appointment of a receiver 
for the American Machine Company of 
Erie, Pa. 

The National Firemen's Association 
closed its annual session at Kansas City 
after re-electing the old board of officers! 
headed by President James D. McNeil 
of Fayetteville, N. C. 

Brig. Gen. William H. Carter was re
lieved from the command of the depart
ment of the Visayas in the Philippines 
and assigned as head of the department 
of the lakes at Chicag<* 

WIND AND RAIN DAMAGE CROPS 

Benefit from Hisher Temperature Is 
Offset bjr Heavy Storms. 

The weekly summary of crop condi
tions issued by the weather bureau is as 
Sallows: 

Ervept in New England and the 
northern part of the middle Atlantic 
States, where the week ended Sept. 18 
averaged considerably cooler than usual, 
the temperature was above the normal 
and generally favorable, the week being 
decidedly warm over tS« greater part of 
the central valleys, gulf States and east
ern Rocky Mountain slope. Light to 
heavy frosts occurred in the Rocky 
Mountain regions and also in North Da
kota, the lake region. New England and 
the northern portion of the middle At
lantic States, but they resulted iu no 
serious injury. 

A marked feature of the week was the 
excessive precipitation, accompanied in 
places by high winds, in the lower Mis
souri valley, where much damage was 
done, especially in central and western 
Missouri and eastern Kansas. Wet 
weather also proved detrimental over a 
large part of the middle Atlantic States 
and in portions of the south Atlantic and 
east gulf districts, while drought con
tinues over portions of Texas. Gener
ally favorable weather prevailed in the 
central gulf States. Tennessee and most 
of the Ohio valley and middle Atlantic 
States. Favorable weather also prevail
ed in California and showers relieved 
drought conditions to a greater or less 
extent in Washington and Oregon. 

Y\ liile corn lias experienced favorable 
conditions over a large part of the corn 
bolt, late corn in the upper Ohio and 
Missouri valleys is maturing slowly, and 
the crop in the lower Missouri valley has 
yuffered seriously from excessive rains 
and high winds, especially in Missouri 
and Kansas. In (lie first mentioned State 
a large part of the crop has been blown 
down or badly lodged, much is under 
water, and that in shock is beginning to 
mold. Over the northern part of the 
corn belt from two-thirds to three-fourths 
of the crop is now safe from frost. 

Notwithstanding frequent showers in 
the spring wheat region, thrashing of 
spring wheat has been general, shock 
thrashing in Minnesota being nearly 
completed. Considerable smut is report
ed from the Dakotas. 

In Illinois the weather during the 
week was warm and cloudy. Local rains, 
heavy in parts of central districts, very 
light elsewhere; corn in excellent condi
tion and has made good progress toward 
maturity, bulk assured iu central and 
south and early safe in north; pastures, 
broom corn and cow peas excellent; pas
tures and apples deteriorating. 

FORESHADOWS COAL STRIKE. 

Mitchell Calls on Anthracite Miners 
to Formulate Demands. 

President John Mitchell of the United 
Mine Workers of America has announced 
that the convention of mine workers of 
the three anthracite districts at which 
demands will be formulated to be pre
sented to tlie anthracite coal companies 
next spring will be held at Shamokin, 
Pa., on Dee. 14. The mine workers of 
tiie three districts will shortly elect dele
gates to represent thein at the meeting. 

The decision to hold a convention to 
formulate demands is similar to the ac
tion taken before the great strike ol' 1002, 
when a convention was held there to 
draw up demands. The award of the 
anthracite coal strike commission will ex
pire March ill next year. 

President Mitchell has been in the 
anthracite region for the last two months 
holding meetings every day for the pur
pose of strengthening the union. After 
Ihe 1902 strike there was a considerable 
falling off in membership. As a result 
of the campaign the miners' leader is 
waging many of those who dropped out 
of the organization are returning. 

Among the demands that the conven
tion will probably formulate are an eight-
hour workday for all classes of mine 
workers, recognition of the union ami a 
yearly agreement with the coal com
panies similar to the one existing in some 
of the bituminous coal fields of the mid< 
die West. 

Gen. Booth, head of the Salvation 
army, has just returned to London after 
a 30,000 mile trip. 

Admiral Evans has been asked by the 
crew of the battleship Missouri to assign 
a mule to the ship as mascot. 

Mayor Rose of Kansas City, Kan., has 
requested owners of vacant lots in that 
city to allow children to use them as 
playgrounds. 

Thomas A. Edison is son to acquire 
the little house at Milau, O., where first 
he saw the light of day more thau a 
hnlf century ago. 

The late Col. Daniel S. Lamont left 
residuary bequests to his daughters, to 
be paid when they marry or become 30 
without marrying. 'iPPi-

Ex-Presoident Cleveland has survived 
his entire first cabinet, with the excep
tion of Mr. Vilas, who presided over the 
convention which nominated him. 

Chief Jusice Fuller of the United 
States Supreme Court was mistaken for 
an itinerant German musician at the Sa
voy Hotel, London, recently! and given 
a poor room on that account. The mis
take was rectified. 

The electric wizard, Edison, says: 
"Although I work a good many hours a 
day, my life is a quiet and resful one. 
I do not worry; I an fond of fun, and I 
like good fellows. I do not want to deal 
with mean men or men whose lives are 
devoted to getting money." 

The Palais des Souverains, Paris, 
which belonged to the late Dr. T. W. 
Evans, American dentist and million
aire, is shortly to be sold by his Phila
delphia heirs. 

Mr. Edison has but one speech to his 
credit. He was to lecture on electricity 
before a girl's seminary and was to be 
assisted by a friend named Adams to 
work the apparatus. He was so dazed 
when he arose that he simply s d: 
"Ladles, Mr. Adams will now add. <jss 
you on electricity, and I will demon
strate what he has to say with the ap
paratus.' 

HUREY DP THE CANAL 
Ox 

PRESIDENT URGES CONSULTING 
BOARD TO MAKE HASTE. 

"Advise Me, Not What You Think 1 
Want to Hear, but What Von Think I 
Ought to Hear*" He Warns —Impor
tant Utterances* 

President Roosevelt is urging in the 
Strongest terms the necessity for a 
plan for the construction of the Pana
ma canal which may be accomplished 
iu the shortest possible lime. In his 
recent remarks to the Consulting 
Board of Engineers of the Isthmian 
Canal Commission he said many 
things which are regarded as of tlu 
utmost importance in that connection. 
These remarks have just been tran
scribed and transmitted to the Board, 
and General Davis, its chairman, has 
been authorized io make them public. 
The President said: 

What I am about to say must be con
sidered in the light of suggestion, not as 
direction. I have named you because in 
my judgment you are especially fitted to 
serve as advisers in planning the great
est engineering work the world has yet 
seen; and I expect you to advise me. 
not what you think 1 want to hear, but 
what you think I ought to hear. 

There are two or three considerations 
which I trust you will steadily keep bp-
fore your minds iu coming to a conc lu 

sion as to tiie proper type of canal. I 
hope that ultimately it  will  prove pos 

sible to build a sea level canal. Such a 
canal would undoubtedly lie best in the 
end, if feasible; and I feel that <»n<* of 
the chief advantages of the Panama 
route is that ultimately a sea level canal 
will be a possibility. But while paving 
duo heed to the ideal perfectibility of 
the scheme from an engineer 's  stand
point, remember the need of having a 
plan which shall provide for the imme
diate building of a canal on the safest 
terms and iu the shortest possible time. 
If to build a sea level canal will but 
slightly increase the risk, then of course  

it is preferable. But if to adopt the 
plan of a sea level canal means to incut 
our hazard, and insure indefinite delay, 
then it is not preferable. If the advan
tages and disadvantages are closely bal
anced I expect you to say so. I desire 
also to know whether, if you recommend 
a high level multilock canal, it will be 
possible after it is completed to turn it 
into or substitute for it. in time, a sea 
level canal, without interrupting the 
trallic upon it. Two of tiie prime con
siderations to be kept steadily in mind 
are: 1—The utmost practicable speed of 
construction; 2—practical certainty that 
the plan proposed will be feasible, that 
it can be carried out with the minimum 
risk. 

The quantity of work and the amount 
of work should be minimized so far as 
possible. 

'J here may be good reason why the de
lay incident to the adoption of a plan 
for an ideal canal should be incurred: 
but if there is not, thou I hope tn see 
the canal constructed on a system which 
will bring to the nearest possible date in 
the future the time when it is practicable 
to take tiie lirst ship across tin; isthmus; 
that is, which will in the shortest time 
possible secure a Panama waterway be
tween the oceans of such a character as 
to guarantee permanent and ample com
munication for l!ie greatest ships of our  

navy and for the largest steamers on 
either the Atlantic or the Pacific. The 
delay in transit of the vessels owing 
to additional locks would be of small 
consequence when compared with short
ening the time for the construction of 
the canal or diminishing the risks in its 
construction. 

Ill short, I desire your best judgment 
on all the various questions to be con
sidered in choosing among the various 
plans for a comparatively high level 
multi-lock canal, for a lower level with 
fewer locks, and for a sea level canal. 
Finally, I urge upon you the necessity 
of as great expedition in coming to a 
decision .as is compatible with thorough
ness iu considering the conditions. 

CIRCUS TENT BLOWN DOWN. 

Singl ing  Bros.' Hit: Canvas Collapses 
on 3,000 I'eopic. 

At MarvviUe. Mo., three persons wero 
mortally hurt and more than a score 
seriously injured when the tents of the 
Ringling Brothers' circus were blown 
down Monday afternoon 

Five thousand persons were gathered 
in the main tent when the storm broke 
and the scene of panic and suffering that 
followed the collapse of the big tent 
cannot be described. Great poles and 
whole rows of seats came crashing to 
the ground, bearing the bodies of specta
tors—men, women and children—beneath 
them. Cries of the injured and the 
shrieks of fear of those who were not 
hurt were mingled with the roaring of 
lions, the trumpeting of elephants and 
the fearful cries of rage and terror of 
wild animals in cages or in chains. Twen
ty cages containing animals were over
turned in the midst of the crowd, and 
the fear that the auimais would escape 
gave new stress to the panic. 

The great, heavy, wet canvas buried 
all for some minutes and rendered the 
work of rescuing the injured very diffi-
difflcult. The stronger of those in the 
audience rushed for the exits when the 
first crash came and, in their frenzy to 
escape, rushed between mothers and their 
children, separated families, knocked 
down frail women and added to the gen
eral confusioa and peril of the situation. 

The most seriously injured were caught 
under the great center poles of the main 
tent. Scarcely one of those buried un
der the wreckage escaped slight bruises 
and cuts. Otto Ringling said this was 
the worst storm his circus had encoun
tered since 1890. 

A hand car, carrying fourteen Italians, 
was in collision with a work train iu the 
north yards of the Buffalo, Rochester 
and Pittsburg railroad, at Dubois, Pa., 
seriously injuring six of the foreigners, 
three of whom will die. The collision 
was the result of a dease fog. 

An epidemic of typhoid fever prevails 
in the town of Nanticoke, near Wilk«s-
barre, Pa. Over 100 cases have been 
reported to the board of health^ The 
opening of public schools has been de
ferred and public funerals liave own 
prohibited. 

METHODS OF INSURANCE MEN. 

New York Life Company Made Bis Do* 
nation to Campaign Fund. 

Vice President George W. Perkins of 
the New York Life gave the Armstrong 
legislative committee sensational in
side data concerning the company's 
financial methods at Thursday's ses
sion. He frankly admitted that an 
entry of $48,702 in a ledger marked 
"ordered paid by the president" rep
resented a contribution to the Repub
lican campaign fund last year. He 
added that similar donations were 
made in 1900 and 1S90. He acknowl
edged that this expenditure never was 
brought to the attention of the finance 
committee, but was a "purely execu
tive action," determined upon because 
It was considered "for the best inter
ests of the policy holders." Other 
astonishing methods of Insurance were 
laid bare by the New York state in
vestigation. 

The New York Life Insurance Com
pany demanded an investigation as 
soon as the wrongdoing of the Equita
ble began to be aired. In compliance 
with this request the legislative com
mittee begun to probe into its affairs. 
What it has brought out is not a bit 
pleasing to its officers and is disquiet
ing to those carrying policies with the 
company. It is not as bad as the 
Equitable, but it is serious enough. 

Looseness and extravagance are be
ing unearthed. The salary of the pres
ident, John A. McCall, has been ad
vanced from §23,000 to $100,000 in a 
few years, and without substantial 
reason. His pay was put up to this 
princely figure because that of the 
president of the Equitable was raised 

i to these figures, not that he was worth 
It. In other ways the money of the 
Insured has been going for purposes 
never intended by the articles of asso
ciation and which in no way contrib
uted to the strength of the company. 

The life insurance officials now un
der fire in New York are trying to jus
tify their bond-floating syndicates by 
showing that if they did make money 
for themselves they made more money 
<or the policyholders whose funds they 
used. In many cases these bond-float
ing operations were profitable to all 
concerned. However, it is questionable 
whether the same amount of money, 
Invested without syndicate aid, would 
not have brought as large returns. 
Furthermore, if there were profits, 
how about the losses? Here are some 
of the more conspicuous losses that 
have come to light during the present 
investigation: 

The officials of one company took it 
Into partnership with them for $3,S75,-
000 in a flotation of securities of the 
New Orleans street railway system. 
The street railways went into a re
ceivership, and the company charged 
off a loss of $320,000 of its policy
holders' money. The officials of this 
and another great company took them 
into partnership for $4,000,000 and 
$1,500,000, respectively, in the flota
tion of a trust's securities. The latter 
company already has charged up a 
loss of $200,000. The other has sold 
$800,000 of its holdings at a loss of 
$80,000, and the sale of the remainder 
at present prices would result ia a 
further loss of $-130,000. And the end 
is not yet. 
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Prof. S. J. Buck has retired from the 
thair of mathematics at Iowa college, 
after forty-one years of service. 

Benjamin Franklin is to have a statue 
erected to his memory by the class of 
1904 of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Sir Edward Elgar, who recently re
ceived a degree from Yale university, is 
ono of the best known musicians in Eng
land. 

Charles Edward Muriem, inventor of 
smokeless powder, is professor of chem
istry at the George Washington uni
versity. 

"Buddie" Ivrupp, a Kentucky moun
tain boy, walked eighty miles in two 
days from Morehead to secure a place as 
school teacher. 

Prof. W. M. Davis of Harvard uni
versity has joined the official party of 
the British Association of Geographers 
going to South Africa. 

Prof. Alfred Lewis Pinneo Dennis, 
who was chosen to fill the recently cre
ated chair of European history, is a na
tive of Beirut, Syria. 

Charles Rouxel, lately professor of 
belles-lettres in the University of Hon
duras, was recently sent up for a month 
as a vagrant in New York. 

The library of Theodore Mommsen, 
the great German historian, has been 
purchased by an unknown woman and 
presented to Bonn university. 

Prof. Reichenbach is said to have prov
en that thirty persons in 100 can see, in 
the dark, colored rays from the human 
body and flashes from a magnet. 

William H. Laird, the wealthy Wi
nona, Minn., lumberman, has given $50,-
000 for the erection of a new science 
hall at Carleton college at Northfield. 

Frederick Law Olmstead has been in
vited to become the landscape architect 
of the park and botanical garden in 
connection with the Yale Forest school. 

John Butler Burke, who through the 
discovery of radiographs has suddenly 
become the most talked of man in the 
United Kingdom as a man of science, is 
in Irishman, and was graduated from 
trinity college. 

Alois Riehl, recently appointed pro
fessor of philosophy at the University 
of Berlin, is described as a "literary 
aristocrat and a man of great elo
quence." 

Dr. Horatio W. Parker, dean of the 
Yale musical school, is to provide the 
musical setting for the drama founded 
on the late Gen. Lew Wallace's novel. 
"The' Prince of India." 

Prof. J. Herschberger, head of the de
partment of ophthalmology at the Uni
versity of Berlin, who is one of the high
est authorities in the world on eye dic
tates, is visiting this country. 

If the scandals lately unveiled in 
the federal printing office have the 
effect »f calling attention generally to 
the magnitude of the business carried 
on by this branch of the government 
and the need of putting it on a busi
ness basis, they will have served a 
useful purpose. Like other branches 
of the administration, the printing of
fice, Starting as a modest enterprise, 
has expanded beyond all expectation, 
until it now constitutes a business as 
great as that carried on by some of 
the larger corporations. The figures 
presented by W. S. Rossiter, of the 
Census Bureau, in the current num
ber of the Atlantic show in detail this 
surprising growth. In 1790 the na
tion's printing bill was $8,785. Gov
ernment publications were few and 
comparatively rude. Last year the 
amount expended for printing was $7,-
0SO,9OO, and this expenditure is in
creasing. If Mr. Rossi tor's estimate 
is correct, the government printing 
done in the present decade will cost 
more than $00,000,000. The need or 
utility of so vast an outlay is open to 
question. There is good ground for the 
suspicion that many of the ponderous 
tomes turned out of the nation's print-
ery, to be stowed away on top shelves, 
are of little service to anyone. The 
tendency to regard this branch of tho 
government as legitimately education
al, however, seems to be growing, and 
the demand for elaborate reports on all 
manner of subjects, from the forests 
and fisheries to insect pests and the 
pedigrees of Indian tribes, seems great
er than ever. 

_. ._ i 

The assembling of 15,000 veterans 
In Denver at the Grand Army encamp
ment was a big thing in Itself. Only 
a few live within the shadow of the 
Rocky Mountains, and nine-tenths of 
them had to travel long distances by 
rail, steamer and stage to reach the 
leading town of Colorado. Then the 
wearers of the blue had a line of 
march which required nearly four 
hours to cover. Only a few fell out on 
account of fatigue. Thousands of 
them past 70 marched with erect car
riage and firm step, to the wonder and 
delight of the 300,000 spectators, who 
kept up a fusillade of cheers and hand-
clapping as long as there was au old 
soldier to applaud. Yet the internecine 
conflict closed forty years ago. What 
other nation has anything to compare 
with this soldierly longevity? What 
one could turn out 15,000 to march In 
a hot sun—men who had quit fighting 
twoscore years before? None! The 
American soldier is the most robust 
that ever trod the earth. When we 
consider the hardships of campaign
ing from 1S01 to 1805, tho marvel is 
that any of its participants are alive, 
still loss able to endure a long and 
fatiguing march in old age. When it 
conies to vigor in national defenders, 
the world takes off its hat to the irre
pressible Yankee. 

The pension roll reached Ihe maxi
mum in its history on .Tan. 21 last, the 
number being 1,004,190. The roll 
passed the million mark in September 
of last year and gradually increased 
for the next four months. The decline 
began with the first of last February, 
and by the following May had dropped 
below the million mark. These facts 
are developed in a synopsis of the an
nual report of Pension Commissioner 
Warner, covering the operations of his 
office for the fiscal year ending June 
30 last. At the end of the year the 
number of pensioners had declined to 

11, net increase for the year of 
3.07'.). The report shows the following 
additional facts: During the year the 
bureau issued lSr>,242 pension certifi
cates, of which number over 50,000 
were originals. The annual value of 
the pension roll on .Tune 30, 1905, was 
$130,745,20.". By the term "annual 
value" is meant tho amount of money 
required to pay the pensioners then 
on the roll for one year. 

Fifty thousand applications were 
filed by men and women seeking po
sitions in the government service dur
ing a period of six months, said an 
official of the CLvfl Service Commis
sion tho other day. These applications 
were made between Jan. 1 and June 
30 of this year. Of this number about 
45.000 took the examination. As a 
rule, something like 10 per cent of 
the people who file applications fail 
to take the examination. The idea 
some people have that there is but a 
small chance to get into the govern
ment service through the medium of a 
competitive examination is contrary to 
statistics. Thirty-five per cent of the 
applicants who pass the examinations 
are appointed. Last year 120,000 ap
plicants appeared for examination. Ono 
hundred thousand of them passed and 
48,000 of these were appointed. The 
average age of those appointed was 
28 yean. 

x - l  '  
Always with Us. 

"The day of the padded shoulder is 
past," remarked the tailor, who was 
riding on the back platform. 

"Yes," replied the political boss at 
bis side, "but the day of the padded 
pay roll will be here forever." 

Cocoanuts and the nuts of the ma
hogany tree are often cast ashore oa 
the coasts of England, Ireland,'Scot
land and Norway, seemingly unimpalr* 
ed by their loos voyage. 


