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NEWS AND COMMENT.

Gov. Taylor granted twenty-si- x par-
dons Christmas eve.

The cost of the Niearaguan C anal as
estimated by the Nicaraguan Canal
Commission, is $135,000,000.

Tup Hobson Literary Club of our sis-

ter town, Lewisburg, has discarded its
name on account of the young Lieuten-
ant's disgusting osculating propen-
sities.

As angry' Kansas City husband,
whose pretty wife was kissed and hug-
ged against her will by Lieut. Hobson,
threatens to call the hero of the Merri-ma- c

to account.

On the ground that he is opposed to
capital punishment, Governor-elec- t

Stanley, of Kansas, announces that he
will not sign the death warrant of John
Collins, convicted of murdering his
father.

. Somk of Aituinaldo's oflicers have de-

serted, and with a large number of
armed men have attacked various
towns, looting them and committing
murder. These are the sort of citizens
Uncle Sam will have to subjugate.

Rei'rehkntative Carmack has In
troduced a bill in Congress, seeking to
revive an old law which gives Southern
claimants an opportunity to establish
their claims for property confiscated
and used by the Governmentduringthe
civil war.

Senator Frve, in discussing the
peace treaty with reference to the de-

pendencies, says the United States Is
committed to nothing and can do with
them as Congress sees tit. Senator
Frye looks for an early restoration of
diplomatic relations with Spain and
new treaties.

The War Department has decided to
bring the Philippine troops back by
way of the Hue. Canal, the distance this
way being nearly three thousHnd miles
less than bv way of Honolulu. When
the boys of the First Tennessee get
back home they can say that they have
been around the world.

Instri ctions have been sent to MaJ.
Gen. Otis to occupy Hollo, the second
city of the Philippines and the capital
of Panay. The insurgents have been
besieging the town for weeks. The in-

surgents will not bo allowed to enter
the town, and they will be treated ex-

actly as they are on the island of
Luzon.

Maj. Gen. O. (). Howard (retired)
was before the War Investigation Com-

mission Friday. He 6trongly opposed
the plan of controlling military opera-
tions by a "board of strategy" at Wash-
ington, and believed commanding Gen-

erals should he in absolute control.
The camp scandals he believed to be
due to the present system.

Details for the change of tlags at
Havana, January 1, have been arrang-
ed. The Spanish Hag will be saluted by
American warships during the morn-
ing. At noon the Spanish flags will be
owered and the stars and stripes im-

mediately hoisted, to be saluted by the
Spanish forts and warships. Any re-

maining Spanish troops will parade in
barracks, and salute the American
forces passing.

W. W. Rosseii, the father of Walter
Rosser, the Tennessee soldier who was
tried recently in San Francisco and ac-

quitted on the charge of murder, died
last Saturday at his home in Stevenson,
Ala. The father had spent every dol-

lar he had in his son's behalf, and on
his way back from San Francisco was
taken ill and passed away shortly after
his return home. His friends say he
died of a broken heart.

John Clark, an inmate of the Sol-

dier's Home in Dodge City, Kan., had a
narrow escape last week. He had been
111 of typhoid fever and, as it was sup-

posed, died Tuesday and was buried
Wednesday. Some of his comrades de-

clared that they did not believe that he
was dead, as he was subject to sinking
spells, and demanded that his body be
taken from the grave. Friday, two
days after burial, his body was exum-ed- ,

and it was found that his hands
were not in their former position and
there was moisture upon the glass
above his mouth. Stimulants were ap-

plied and consciosuness soon restored,
and Clark is now on the road to re-

covery.

The minority of the House Commit-
tee on Military Affairs last Friday tiled

its report in opposition to the Hull
Army Bill. The report asserts that the
army of 100,000 men proposed by the
Uuii Kill U not needed now. that it
would be insullicient in war, and would

be a menace to the liberty of citizens
in im of iieace. It savs that this large
stan iing army is demauded by the cor

porate interests of the country, aud
would be used to enforce their demands.
The minority bill for the reorganiza-

tion of the regular army calls for only
.10,000 men. It provides for the muster-

ing out of the present volunteer force

within sixty dsys and the organization
ot a special volunteer force of 50,000

men, to serve for two years, in order to

meet the demands of the situation in

Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines.

'Ring out

Perhaps the backward glance along
the path of eighteen hundred and
ninety-eigh- t is a very disquieting ne;
feebleness where there miicht have
been strength, hesitancy in the place of
perfect assurance, yielding when theie
should have been a proud resistance,
obstinacy at a time mure tit for clieertu!
surrender, fear when there was the
loudest call for bravery, bravado one
day when there was nothing to make it
good. Possibly we can even see our
own great stoggy footsteps across a
quagmire we ought not to have tra-

versedand mud still clinging to feet
that were created to tread clean high-
ways.

All the innocent Joy of the little ones
who shout "Happy New Year" at us
seems like a mockery. We say to our-
selves? "Happy! Indeed how can I be
happy? Failure over everything until
life itself seems a fraud played upon
those who are unwilling to live." The
cheerful need no cheering; it is the
cheerless ones who should be called in-

to a little glow of warmth; and then
only by those who have known what
cold is; for we often resist a pulpit
utterance when we feel that the speak-
er has no deep knowledge of life's sad
hurlyburly.

In other matters besides those of con-

duct, mistakes play valuable parts.
The progress of the world is based upon
this or that theory sworn to ve-

hemently for awhile afterwards
proved to be wrong. The importance to
the world of making errors is ranked
by another quality belonging to us
complex creatures, the ability to see a
mistake after we have made it, and to
profit by it. In fact, to have done those
things that we ought not to have done,
seems to put us in the best frame of
miud to attempt those things we ought
to do.

If sense enough remains within you
to make you despondent over your
short-coming- s be glad of that. You
have not reached the stage of hoggish
contentment with the mire of your own
making. You have heart yet to believe
that you are capable of better things
than you have yet accomplished. So at
thisseason when we are all prone to look
mainly backward, arouse yourself to a
more cheerful facing of the future-Sto-

moaning and repining over lost
opportunities. Nothing will bring
them back. But ycu live, and life

ft"", 'jos r0t .

the Old, ring in the New!"

means that other opportunities are yet
to be placed before you.

Put courage In your heart for this
two-fol- d reason you know the worst
that is in you and regret it, and yon
must believe in better thinsjs vet to be ' ;

or you would not long after them
Therefore let the time of fetrful diver-
gence from everything that makes for
progress, be no loniier remembered as
an active grief, but assume in your
mind a dull, gray background that
shall make the completed picture of
your later life's work stand out more
clearly.

After all there is usually a great deal
of conceit in those who persist in being
down-hearte- Examine yourself and
see if it is not so. You sometimes think
that you have been singled out for
special atlliction and misery. That
heart within you is decptive above all
things and it would fain make you
think the whole world is yellow just
because your eye is jaundiced. Good
sense besiege thee, sad friend! The
universe is not to be jolted out of Joint
just because you are out of step. It is
self-centre- conceit that makes you
think it so.

Scan the universe some clear night
and then reflect on the thousand times
ten thousand other creatures beside you
who have hearts that can feel an d needs
that must be met. If your tiny agony
within does not begin to shrink to its
right proportions, you have no imagi-

nation at all. What business have you
to be cuddling misery and asking to be
excused from making the world a bet-

ter place to live in? While we live we
serve, or we are unworthy to live.
While we selfishly and conceitedly
mourn wasted chances, no good at all
can we do.

Take courage and be sensible. Turn
your past irresolution into purpose;
overcome some fatal weakness within,
by becoming so much interested in the
day you serve that you have no longer
any time to yield to the tyrant evil you
once worshipped, ;ot any two ol us
walk the sam e path, so we cannot tell
you what you should do. The first need
is that you should have the willing
spirit; then the way to serve will open
up. Fight against any backward ten-

dencies, and you will prove yourself to
he that which you sometimes want to
be a man of influence.

Make the New Year a clad and
bright one by having the 11k ra li come
to your fireside each weik in the year.

A happy, prosperous New

Christmas, 1S!IS, has made its glad-
some ad vent, and is now only a pleas- -

ant recollection of the past. That
ipiestof all seasons, when every heart
seems filled with emotions of joy and
loving kindness, aud nothing hut good
fellowship prevails, has come and gone,
leaving mirth and happiness in its
wake.

Christmas was celebrated in a mosi
befitting manner in Columbia. The
weather was as pretty as could have
been wished for, and everything and
everybody seemed to work in unison
for the pleasure and happiness of all.
Nearly all the churches and several
of the schools had public entertain-
ments of some sort, which were well
attended and greatly enjoyed. Relow
will be found reports of the various
celebrations.

First Presbyterian Church.
Saturday afternoon at 3 o'clock, the

children of the First Presbyterian Sun
day-scho- assembled at the church to
celebrate the happy festival. Two
prettily decorated Christmas trees, cov-

ered wiih numerous presents, greeted
their vision, and beneath these were
piled up oranges and apples and various
other goodies and gifts. After an in-

teresting program of songs, recitations
aud readings, and a talk by the Sunday-schoo- l

Superintendent, Mr. W. S. Flem-
ing, the distribution of presents began,
much to the delight of the little ones,
each one of whom was abundantly re-

membered. One of the features of the
program was a chorus by fifteen little
girls, each carrying a large star with a j

letter printed thereon and arianged so
as to form the words, of Rethle-hem.- "

-- -
First Baptist Church.

"It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive."
This was the theme for Rev, J. H.

j Thompson's sermon at the First Baptist
Church last Sunday morning, and it
very betittingly defines the impulse
that prompted the children of the Sunday-

-school to deny themselves the
pleasure of a Christmas entertainment
in order to help make happy the hearts
of the poor children of the city. The
scholars of the Sunday-schoo- l had been
requested to bring to the church on
Christmas morning gifts for the needy,
and nearly every child responded with
a present of some sort. Collections for"
the poor were also taken tip at lhe eer- -

Year to all.

vices during the day, and contributions
to the amount of $17 vere taken in.
This spirit of self denial and brotherly
kindness is a very commendable one,
and it goes without saying that the
children of this Sunday-schoo- l enjoyed
the happy Christmas-tid- e as much as
those of other Sunday-schools- .

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the leasi of these, my brethren,
ye have done it unto me."

-- -
First C. P. Church.

The entertainment at the First Cum-

berland Presbyterian church last Satur
day afternoon at 4 o'clock was a very
prettily arranged affa'r, and afforded
much delight for those in attendance.
The program was opened with song and
prayer, after which the little tots ren
dered a number of recitations, songs,
etc., and then came the most enjoyable
feature of the occasion the distribu-
tion of the gifts from the pretty Christ-
mas tree. A sure enough old Santa
Claus was there to superintend this
part of the program, and the presence
of this kindly old gentleman, with his
beaming face and long, white whiskers,
added much to the delight of the chll
dren.

Second Presbyterian Church.
The entertainment at the Second

Presbyterian church last Saturday
afternoon at 2:30 o'clock was one of the
most enjoyable ever given by that Sun
day-schoo- After a program of songs
and prayer and a talk by the pastor
Rev. S. L. McCarty, the beautiful
Christmas tree was stripped of its
numerous presents and the hearts of
the little ones were made to leap with
joy. There were presents, too, for the
larger ones, notable among which were
a handsome lap-rob- e given by the Sun
day-scho- to the pastor, Rev. Mr. Mc

Carty, and presents for Mr. A. F. Aydo
lott, superintendent of the Sunday
school, Miss Kate Aydelott, organist
and Rev. Mr. Frierson, former pastor of
the church.

-- -
First Methodist Church.

Many were the exclamations of de
light when the children of the First
Methodist Sunday-schoo- l gathered at
the church last Saturday afternoon at
3 o'clock and beheld the large Christ
rnas tree that had been decorated ard
burdened with gifts for them. The en- -'

tertainment opened w ith singing and a
prayer by the pastor, Rev. P. A. Sowell,
after which the presents were taken
from the tree and placed in the arms of
the eager, Joyous children, Messrs. J. IJ.

r. 1). i.ander suit John Russell
taking charge of the distribution of the
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gifts in the absence of old Kris Kringle.
The affair proved quite a success, and
caused much merriment for those in
attendance.

-- t-

South Columbia Methodist.
The entertainment at the South

Columbia Methodist Church Wednes-
day evening at 7 o'clock was quite dif-- '
ferent from any of the others, biit it was
no less provocative of much merriment.
A large chimney was improvised, down
which old Kris made his descent with
his pack of Lro wl things, and on each
side of the fire-plac- e was a small tree
prettily ornamented and covered with
presents. Each child received a sack
of candy and an orange, and numerous
other gifts from individuals were dis-

tributed. Christmas songs and recita-
tions added to the pleasure of the occa-
sion.

-- -
St. Peter's Church.

No more enjoyable Christmas cele-
bration has occurred this year than the
one which took at St. Peter's Episcopal
church last Saturday afternoon at 3

o'clock. A large crowd, composed of
tlie children of the Sunday-schoo- l and
their friends, was in attendance, and
each little heart w as gladdened by be-

ing presented with a gift. Those who
had the entertainment under direction
deserve much .credit for its arrange-
ment and the manner in which it was
carried out.

-- -
Advent Chapel.

The children of the Advent Chapel
celebrated Christmas in a most appro
priate manner last Monday evening at

o'c'ock. After Home preliminary
exercises, the large, attractive Christ
mas tree was shorn of its presents, and
every child in attendance went away
with well-fille- d arms and happy hearts.

The Public School.
I'he Christmas exercises at the An

drews Public School last Thursday and
Friday were greatly enjoyed by those
present, and the pupils deserve much
credit for t lie manner in which they
rendered their paits. Miss Friel's
pupils of the primary department had
their entertainment Frldav morning at
10 o'clock, and at 1 o'clock in the after
noon the pupils of the 7th, Ht h , Junior,
Middle and Senior clashes, under the
direction of Mrs. Mitchell, Miss Car
penter and Miss Yoorhies, entertained
their friends with a cantata1 entitled
"The Merry Christmas War." The
pupils of the other grades, under Misses
Williamson, Scott and Floyd and Mrs
McLemore, had their exercises Thurs
day.

Miss Walker's School.
The pupils of Miss Walker's School,

on South (iarden street, had a pretty
Christmas tree last Friday afternoon at
1:30 o'clock. The entertainment was
arranged entirely by the children, and
it proved to lie a very creditab'e affair.
Each child received a present from the
teacher, and there were also candies,
nuts, oranges, etc., in abundance.

Our little girl's humor commenced with a
tiny gore on one mn-t-r 1,'iu! it kejt on spread-
ing till we tlmuuht nho would never get it
cured. We tried everything wo could got,
but it kept gutting larger ail the timo, till
both iimtrUi, the upper lip, a part if the lotcer
lip, and up one tute tothe eye, were a nnliil tore.
We thought th ;re was no cure, and that sho
would be disfigured for tiff. Finally wo tried
CiTicrBA ItEMF.nitfs. We usee! renem
Rbwiiakst and nearly a box of Cuticcba
(ointment), and in a short time eliowas en
tlrelv well, with tin war or trace of tl.e humor.

Mrs. WM. CHICHESTER, I'lainvillo, Ct.

Srrti'V Cri TMTrt Tor -- rpina.
HrwntK.wiTM l.mfr H.O' Wrm bttht with

i o,p. yen'' annmiin" with ll'TlcUKA. wd
mild dc H t'lrtci'n Rnm f f r.
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