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By Prof. A, B. Nystrom, Dairy Instructor State College, Pullman, Wash.
(For AnyInformation Regarding This Department, Write Above.)

Salt for the Cow
Everyone knows that salt is neces-

sary for the best growth and pre-

formance of all live stock. Oc-
casionally, however, we hear of dairy-
men who have traced an ailment in a
cow to salt that she had eateu. It is

not entirely out of the question for

salt to work injury, for if the cow
has been without salt for a long period

and then allowed to eat an excessive
amount, it may Cause a disturbance
in some part of her digestion. In

some cases, abortion has been traced
to this cause. Even under normal

conditions if the cow is forced to eat
large amounts of salt by having it in

her grain ration it may cause much
injury.

Feeding a little salt each day, or
probably better still, allowing the cow
to have access to salt at all times,
will give the cow as much as her
system requires. In Henry's "Feeds
and Feeding "we find the following:

"Of the numerous salt feeding ex-
periments, only those of Babcock and
Carlyle of the Wisconsin Station are
satisfactory and conclusive. In these
trials dairy cows well nourished other-
wise were given no common salt for
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"Baboook points out that the
amount of salt required in the ratio
willvary greatly in different localities.

Soils which contain large qaanities
of salt doubtless produce feeding

stuffs containing more salt than those
poor in this ingredient; and again
the water of streams and wells varies
greatly in its salt content. Those
facts doubtless account for the dis-
agreement among experimenters in

different parts of the world as to the
importance and value of salt. Cows
and sheep in milk show the greatest
need of salt; fattening cattle, horses,
dry cows and stock cattle requite less
salt and pigs but little."

How to Select a Bull.

The object of every dairy farmer at
the present day should be to get the

most prolit out of his herd and at the
same time build up bis herd so that
ten years from now he will have a

better class ofcows than he has today.
It is chiefly for this reason that the

nerd bull should be pure bred. You
c.m them suspect that if he is from

good stock he will transmit some of
his good qualities to his offspring,
whereas >i scrub bull can not be
countfil to do this.

There are two ways generally prac-

ticed in selecting herd a ball. One is

to select a young bull on the strength

[Tfie 3R>a.nch»/

long periods—more than a year in

some instances. The following con-
clusions were reached : In every case
the cows exhibited an abnormal ap-
petite for salt after having been de-
prived of it for two or three weeks,
but in no case did the health of the

animal, as shown by the general ap-
pearance, the live weight, or the
yield of milk, appear to be affected
until a much longer period had elaps-
ed. vThiß period of immunity varied
with individual cows from less than a
month to more than a year. There

was finally reached a condition of low
vitality in which a sadden and com-
plete breakdown occurred. This stage

was marked by a loss of appetite, a
haggard appearance, lusterless eyes, a

rough coat and a very rapid decline
in both the live weight and the yield
of milk. Jf salt was supplied at this
period, reoovery was rapid. In one
case potassium chloride was given
instead of common salt (sodium
chloride). Considerable of the potas-
sium salt was eaten, though cows
ordinarily refuse to touch it, and re-
covery followed as quickly as when
common salt was supplied —evidence
that not the lack of sodium but the
lack of chlorin was responsible for

the troubles. The breakdown, due to
the lack of salt, usually occurred
after calving when the milk flow was
heavy, and generally the cows giving
the largest amount of milk were the
first to show distress.

of his ancestors and trust to luck
that he will transmit his desirable
qualities to his offspring. Generally

such a bull will do fairly well at least
in transmitting these characteristics,
and for a grade herd or even a pure

bred herd of low capacity this method
is reasonably satisfactory.

Should a young bull be selected it
is well to examine carefully the pedi-

gree of his ancestors. Look for the

preformanoe of the females on both

sides. Ifthey are good the chances
are that the bull willbe good. Also
look to see if the ancestors have been
prepotent so that large produoers are
a common thing. Occasionally a
high record cow comes from a line of

low producing ancestors, and a bull
from such a cow may not prove good.

It is claimed by some breeders that

the vitality of the calf is weakened

when it comes from a record making

cow, and for that reason such a bull
calf should not be kept for breeding

purposes. But the simplest law of

breeding is that like produces like

and the majority of breeders recogniz-

ing this want the dam to have the
hignest record possible.

There is a general belief among breed-
ers that the characteristic of the dam

of the sire are transmitted stronger

to his daughters than are the char-

acteristics of« any other female. This

view, however, has not been demon-

strated by conclusive evidence. We

generally consider the record of the

dam as the most important, and then
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Hollywood Farm
BREEDERS OF

Registered Holstein-Fresian Cattle
Registered Duroc-Jersey Swine

Hilldale llengerveld DeKol

\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 JO \u25a0 No. 54147
Hollywood Segis Triumph Seffis9 No. 86400. A. R. O. No. 7906.

Woodcrest Aaggie Jewel's Son

Hollywood Mechthilde Ist May™*"!,^^
No. 126282. A. R. O. No. 14541.

Woodcrest Aaggie Jewel's Son
Hollywood Korndyke BrookJ e°K™>

eßeUe
No. 111153

________
Look here! This breeding is all right. Only these three left. Must

be sold to make room for new stock. No heifers for sale at present.

A fine litter of registered Durocs ready to ship. They are dandies.
Prices right.

Hollywood Farm
HOLLYWOOD, WASH.

Puget Sound Herd Holstein-Friesian Cattle
NOW NUMBERS OVER 200 HEAD

Service Btillas Aaggie Cornucopia Crown De Kol,
Querinus Cornucopia, and Dutchland Colantha Sir Ormsby.
At the Portland and Western Washington Pairs we won two
grand championships, two junior championships, and seven-
teen first prizes. Herd tuberculin tested.

WILLIAMBISHOP, Propr.

Stock for Sale at all times. Chimacum, Washington

the record of the sire's daughters. Jf
this bull has sired many high testing
daughters, the chances are that his
sons willalso transmit these char-
acteristics.

It is claimed that every animal in-
herits 50 per cent of his blood from
his parents, 25 per cent from his
grand parents and 12>2 per oent from
his great grand parents. The value
then, of the ancestors should be rank-
ed in that ratio, and the common
mistake of attaching too much im-
portance to ancestor found in the
third or fourth generation should be
avoided.

Before buying a bull of any age
acquaint yourself with his breeding

FEED YOUR COWS

Dried Malt
GRAINS

And you will profit thereby.
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MEANS
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PACIFIC BREWING & MALTINGCO.
Tacoma, Wash.


