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Will Help : Settlers on Logged -Off Lands
Resmme of New State Law by Geo o P o Larsen 9

Sec 9y Southwest Washington Settlers Agency
CHEHALIS, Wash., June 7.-Vari-

ous articles have been published
recently in several newspapers, re-
garding the large tracts of land,
logged-off land, being put on the
market for settlement by the South-
west Washington Settlers Agency,

compose such district. Districts may

be formed taking in the entire county,
and may also be created iv smaller
areas covering the territory desired.

At the same election three "Agri-
cultural Development Districts" com-
missioners are elected, who will have

manufacture materials and supplies
for sale to settlers at cost, and aid in
the production and marketing of farm

products; in Fact, almost anything
for the development of the districts
and for the benefit of the settlers.

To finance the district the voters

FORAGE CROPS NOW IN THEIR GLORY IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

with bead offices in this city. The

new law governing the development
and improvement of such lands be-
came effective on Thursday, June
12. It is fraught with such great
possibilities for development in the
state, particularly in Western Wash-
ington, that it is believed a compre-

hensive summary of its provisions

willprove of much interest at this

time.
To just what extent owners of

logged-otf land will avail themselves
of the law is as yet a matter of con-
jecture, as the terms of the measure
are not very generally understood. A

careful study of the law shows it pos-

sesses many admirable features, and
it is believed that when its provisions

are more widely known it will prove
very practical on its workings and be
adopted generally by the districts
most interested in logged-off land
development.

charge of all its affairs and serve
without pay. They are authorized to
carry into effect the purposes of the
district, such as the development of
the land by clearing or irrigation;
build and repair roads, purchase or

living within its territory may, by a
three-fifths vote, issue bonds on a 20
year plan of one and one-half per cent
of the assessed valuation and up to
five per cent. It is therefore advis-

able to make the districts as lar^e as

possible, thus placing more value back
of the bonds, thus easier to sell.

To eliminate all question on this
point, and that there might be no
trouble in disposing of these bonds at
fairrates, the law practically puts the
state back of them as Section 58 pro-
vides as follows:

"All state, county, municipal and

other public funds may be invested in
sucb bonds of any agricultural de-
velopment district established under
authority of this act, and such bonds
shall be a preferential investment for
the permanent school fund, second
only to school district bonds, except

when a higher rate of interest can be
secured for the school fund by invest-
ment in other municipal bonds."

Bonds are only to be issued as need-
ed, and as only land suitable for
cultivation will be accepted, it is
thought no great sum will be needed
or required in the aggregate, inas-
much as the settler will be paying in
mouey from time to time, thus creat-
ing a rotary fund for such purposes.

The various ways of conducting
the work are given in Sections 30 to
;j(5 of the law. The district commis-
sioners shall commence an investiga-
tion of the unimproved agricultural
lauds to determine those adaptable
to clearing or irrigation and sale as
agricultural laud to settlers.

Such investigation shall include a
description of the qualities of the
soil and the locality as regards exist-
ing highways and railways, and an
estimate of the cost of clearing or

(Continued on page 16)

Under the provisions of the law the
County Commissioners of each county
are empowered to call an election for
the purpose of creating what virtually
becomes a municipality to be known

as an "Agricultural Development
District." Such election shall be

called upon petition of ten per cent of

the electors within the territory to
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