
FARMERS UNION WILL OPPOSE
INITIATIVE MEASURES.
(Continued on page 12.)

sufficient guards and stockades to in-
sure the'welfare and security of tne
convict9and the inhabitants of the
neighborhood, it is a grave question
if the roads could not be built better
and cheaper by paid labor. This
measure leaves the location and con-
struction of all state roads in the
hands of the state highway board, the
members of which are appointed by
the governor, and the people who pay

the taxes used in sxich road con-
struction have nothing to say where
or how it shall be built. But the
most serious objection, on the part of
this section of the state, is the fact
that it takes all the convicts from the
jute mill in the penitentiary and
leaves idle an investment of more
than $300,000 state money, while the
farmers are given over to the tender
mercies of the grain bag trust.

Unjust Tax Item

Initiative Measure No. 11 places a
tax upon the fishing and oyster in-
dustries of the state. Fishing is one
of the great natural industries of the
state, having invested more than $10, -
000,000 in the industry and support-
ing more than 25,000 of our people.
This property pays the regular state
tax in common with all the state and
in addition the fishery men and can-
nerymen pay the state a special
license for the privilege of fishing
and canning. According to the re-
port of the state fish commissioner,
the receipts derived by the state
from the salmon fisheries for the year
ending March 31st, 1914, totaled $94,-
--533.76 and during the same period,
the state expended the sum of $78,-
--406.38 in the operation of the hatch-
eries and fisheries bureau, so that the
state is actually gainer by the sum of
$16,147.38 during the past year from
the salmon fisheries under the present
law. The proposed initiative meas-
ure would put an additional tax on
every fish caught, ranging as high as
20 cents per fish for some varieties.

As no claim is made to regulate
the fishing industry under the police

powers of the state, the only purpose
for the enactment of this measure
would be the raising of revenue. The
price of fish cannot be fixed by this
state and the passage of this measure
willmean that our fishermen cannot
compete with those of Alaska, British

Columbia and Oregon in the matter
of prices while under the handicap of

the Washington state tax, conse-
quently the fishery business will be

lost to tbe state and the fishermau
will sacrifice whatever of his location
and outfit that cannot be moved to

other states.
The power to tax is the power to

destroy, and the taxing of a natural
industry for revenue is a new princi-
ple in this state, if not in the United
States, which, if adopted, will apply
equally as disastrously to a bust.el of
wheat or a box of apples, as to fish.

Not Recommended
Initiative No. 12 vests in the Public

Service Commission the powers and
duties of the Tax Commission, which

thi9 measure abolishes. The duties
of the Tax Commission are important
and require ability for their proper
discharge, and to add these duties^ to
the already overworked Public Ser
vice Commission, whose duties are
in no way related to those of the Tax
Commission, would result in the
present duties of the Tax Commission
being delegated to mere clerks in ttie
office of the Public Service Commis-
sion. Your committee cannot recom-
mend this change. There is also
grave doubts as to whether this meas-
ure is constitutional or not, on ac-
count of containing two subjects.

Your committee was appointed to
examine and r. port upon the "Seven
Sisters," numbered six to 12, inclu
sive, but we feel in justice to th»>
subject that a report of this kind
would be incomplete without referr
ing to those measures which precede
and follow the "Seven Sisters." You
will therefore kindly pardon us if wt

digress long enough to comment upot

the other measures, some of which an

quite as important to the farmers as
those of the original assignment.

Initiative Measure No. 3 is the
state-wide prohibition measure, and
upon this each member must vote ac-
cording to his own conscience, be-
cause any discussion of the proposed
law must be as fruitless as a discus-
sion of religion or politics, and must
result in divisions and dissentioas at
a time wb«n every valid reason calls
upon the farmers to present a united
front.

Your committee makes no recom-
mendation upon this measure.

Initiative Measure No. 4 calls for
the appointment of a special board of
examiners to examine "drugless
doctors." Why should the state be
taxed to support a board of "drug-
less doctors" any more than painless
dentists or briefless lawyers?

The Eight-Hour Law

Initiative Measure No. 13 makes it
unlawful for any employer to require
or permit any employee, male or

female, to labor more than eight
hours daring any day of 24 hours or
more than 48 hours of any week of
seven days, except that agricultural
laborers may be permitted to work 10
hours a day where such work is nec-
essary incidental to farm manage-
ment; provided, however, tbat in
cases of extraordinary emergency en-
dangering life of property, laborers
may be permitted t" work overtime,
but shall receive therefor one and
one-half times the rate of wage or-
dinarily allowed, for all time employ-
ed in excess of eight hourj for each
calendar day. This law applies to
every person employed in the state.
The penalty for violation is a fine of
not less than $10 nor more than 6100
for every day that such violation con-
tinues.

In this state, harvest wages are
based upon long hours of labor and
the wages paid are far above that

Ren could be obtained by men of
ilar skill and ability in any other
i of work,
his is done because the harvest

season is one of great risk to the
farmer and unless the harvest is
gathered at the proper time as quick-
ly as possible, the farmer risks the loss
ofhis crop, in whole or in part, through
exposure to the destructive action of
the elements.

A single storm may wipe out his in-
come for the entire year and involve
his labor for two years. On account
of the short season, it would be an im-
possibility to conduct harvest opera-
tions with a crew laboring only eight
hours per day, without sustaining a
great loss before the last of the crop
is secured. It is a difficultmatter to
secure proper help at the best, and it
would be an impossibility, owing to a
lack of laborers, to work two shifts of
men eight hours each, even if the
farmers were able to pay the additional
expense.

If this measure becomes a law, it
willadd to the cost of farming to an
extent that may wipe out the slender
margin of profit which now exists be-
tween the cost of production and the
selling price of the farmer's crop and
so put the farmer out of business.

In addition to the above initiative
measures, there are two measures re-
ferred to the people by the legislature,
to be voted upon at the fall election.
One is the proposition to pensioo re-
tired teachers of the public schools,
and the other to authorize the appoint-
ment of a State Reclamation Board
and the creation of a State Irrigation
Project in the Quincy Valley.

We, your committee, after having
given these matters careful study and
consideration, find as follows:

That while there are some good
points in these measures, they fire as
a few grains of wheat in a bushel of
chaff, not worth fanning out, and may
for all practicable purposes be disre-

J garded in this discussion.
We tind that the enactment of this

proposed legislation into laws will in
no way help the farmer, but on the
contrary, it will embarra's farm oper-
ations by restricting labor and in
creasing the cost of farm crops. While
we have no quarrel with labor >is an
organization, it is not a part of our
duty to help the laboring men form h

union that would be a detriment tc
our own interests and might even gc
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so far as to reverse the relative posi-
tions of the relations of employer and
servant

As a consumer, the farmer willhave
to pay more for his machinery and
supplies, including the cost of the
board and keep of additional labor
under the short hour system.

As a producer, he is forced to sell
his products in competition with the
markets of the world, and, since the
barriers of the protective tariff have
been removed, he is not even protect-
ed in his home market, for during the
present month a cargo of British
dressed beef was unloaded in Seattle
and all markets of Puget Sound are
receiving large consignments of butter
from New Zealand and eggs from
China. The wheat growers of Canada
with the advantage of plenty of cheap
land, low wages and moderate rates of
taxation, are ready to flood this state
with wheat and you, my brothers,
must meet their prices in your own
state or go out of business. If they
can meet you in your own home in the
matter of prices, what they can do to
you in a foreigu market, can be safely
left to your imagination.

As taxpayers, the proposed legisla-
tion willafford you no relief from your
present excessive burdens but, on the
contrary, the adoption of these meas-
ures willmean a sharp increase in the
tax levy in order to pay the large ap-
propriations contained therein and to
support the many new boards and
commissions for which the new meas-
ures provide. These proposed meas-
ures are so loosely drawn and so con-
flicting in their provisions with each
other and existing legislation, that
years of litigation will be required to
establish their legal application and
during that period the taxpayer will
pay the costs and all business interests
will assume an attitude of watchful
waiting.

Your committee would therefore
recommend:

1. That, aside from the question of
prohibition, this meeting go on record
as strictly against the proposed legis-
lation, by means of the initiativemeas-
ures now before the people, as opposed
in our opinion, to the best interests of
the farmer.

2. That we do our utmost as an or-
ganization and as individual farmers
to impress upon our brother farmers
the necessity of voting upon these
questions and that, with the exception
of the prohibition measure, we urge
each and every one to vote against all
these measures for our own protection.
The labor unions willvote as a unit in
favor of these measures under a mis-
taken apprehension that they have
everything to gain and nothing to lose
by their adoption. Let us have every
farmer vote upon these questions.

3. That we request each and every
member of the Farmers' Union to con-
stitute himself a committee of one to
work and use his influence in voting
down this proposed legislation.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) A. C. MOORE,

B. F. BREWER,
G. M. THOMPSON,

Committee.

John P. Janssen, of Seattle, has re-
cently sold a large number of Holsein
cattle to dairymen of Western Wash-
ington. One carload of high grade

cows went to Augustine & Kyer and
another went to the Monroe Cheese
Co. Several head were sold to Gen-
eral Hazard Stevens at Olympia and
Steve White, of Koy, Wash., took a

herd of 10 fora foundation. John
Carlson, of Manette, also secured

several head of pure breds. Mr.
Janssen expects to keep on hand

from 150 to 200 head of stock, pure
bred and high grades.

The state of Washington is the
healthiest state in the Union, at least
the government census department so
states, giving the Washington death
rate of 8.5 per thousand, the smallest
of any state in the Union. Of the
large cities of the United States, Be
attle leads all, having a death rate of
but 8.4 per thousand.—Ex.
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Pattern Dept,

9721—Ladies' Two-Piece Skirt. Cut in five
sizes 22,24, 26,28 aud 80 inches waist measure.
It requires 3>4 yards of 40 iiich material for a
24 inch size. Price 10c.

9717—Ladies' Yoke Shirt Waist. Cut in
six sizes, 82, 34, 36, 38, 40 and 42 inches bust
measure. It requires 3 yards of 36 inch mater-
ial for a36 inch size. Price 10c.

9720 — Costume for Misses and Small
Women. Cut in four sizes, 14, 16, 17 and 18
years. Itrequires s*^ yards of 36 inch material
for al6 year size. Price 10c.

9492—Ladies' One Piece Apkon — Cut In
three sizes; small, medinm and large Itre-
quire*. 4 yards of 36 iuch material for the
medium size. Price 10c.

9719
_

Girl's Dress in Balkan Style.

Cut iii four sizes, 6, 8, 10 and 19 years. Itre-
quires 3% yards of 44 inch material for a 10
year «ize. Price 10c.

9481—Girl's One Piece Dress. Cut in four
sizes, 4, 6. Sand 10 years It requires 3 yards of
40 inch material for afe year size- Price 10c.

9709 — Ladies' Hoube Dress. Cut in six
sizes, 32, 34,36. 38,40 and 42 inches bust meas-
ure. It requires 5U yards of 44 inch material
for a36 inch size. Price 10c.

9707-97P8—Ladies' Coat Suit. Coat 9707 cut
in six sizes. 32. 34. 3fi, 38, 40 and 42 inches bust
measure. Skirt 9708 cut in five sizes, 22, 24.26,
28 and 30 inches waist measure. It requires 6
yards of 44 inch material for a M inch size,
two fceparate patterns 10c for each pattern.

Let Me Do Your Shopping
Every order given personal attention.
No charge. Letter or request.

EDITH TOWNSEND
Phone: East 2812. 1518 29th Aye., Seattle


