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The portion of these lands under
consideration, because they are in pro-
cess of being placed under an irri-
gation system, form the eastern portion
of San Diego county, along the Colora-
do river, and extend over the line into
Mexico. Think of a body of tillable
land, unbroken by hill or sand dune,

that would extend from Santa Monica
to Riverside inone direction, and from
Pasadena to Santa Ana in another.
Itis approximately such an area of
land that isproposed to be reclaimed,

Our recent examination of a large
portion of these lands, incompany with
other newspaper men who went on an
excursion for this purpose, may enable
us to give something of interest con-
cerning them.

the sea; and their interest in this won-
derful stream willbe quickened by a
glance at the work it has wrougnt in
the economy of nature, in adding mil-
lions of acres to the area of earth's til-
lable soil.

direct to tidewater.
Those who are alert to engage in

missionary or educational work will
here finda field when the establish-
ment ofa colony supplies a base of
operations. Immediately to the south,
are 2000 Cocopa Indians, who, so far as
we could learn, are whollyneglected in
these respects. Still farther south are
several thousand more Indians in the
s ame condition, making a neglected
population probably equal to all the
aborigines accessible from the new mis-
sions of far off Alaska.

This great interior section of tillable
land, seperated by 250 miles from the
coast line at Los Angeles, willdevolp,
rapidly or slowly, as the case may be,

into a great community withinterests
peculiar to its location, and in viewing
the picture that now takes tangible
form amid the elusive mirage* of the
desert, it is interesting to note the

That itwillbe hot in midsummer, as
inall similar interior valleys, is cer-
tain. But this heat might bring its
compensation in the facilities itwould
afford for quick drying of fruit, and
the wonderful vegetable growth it
would induce withan abundant supply
of water. Summer retreats may be
found in the mountains within easy

The winter climate is pleasant,
though colder than here, the mercury
once touching 19 above zero the past
winter, and only at two other times
fallingbelow 25. This would make it
uncertain for citrus fruits, but un-
doubtedly alfalfa, barley, corn, grapes
and divers deciduous fruits can be
grown, as they are under similar con-
ditions on the east side of the Colorado.

irrigation from the Colorado river, of
which we wrote last week, will be in-
terested in the relation of this locality
to the outside world, and its advanta-
ges and attractions, as well as disad-
vantages, as a place of residence.

(Continued on page 5)

this is just what is being done by the
California Devolpment Co., whohave
been for several years quietly working
at this stupendous civil engineering
problem. The water is diverted from
the river about a mile above the Mex-
ican line, and is carried by a canal,
first southwestward then westward, a
distance of 60 miles, where it turns
due north in the direction of theSalton
basin, to water the descending lands
on its course. In reaching this point
the canal has passed through a tract of
250,000 acres of land on Mexican soil,
whichlies a short distance above sea
level, and whichis merely the higher
section of the great alluvial plain be-
fore described. Another canal willbe
made later farther east, and running
northward parallel with this, to water
another sedtion. On the higher lands,
along the margin of the original sea,
still other canals are projected as a de-
velopment of the future.* # * • * *
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Editor Williams Tells itas it Was
Revealed to Him

The entire feasibility of water trans-
portation to the Gulfis also an inter-
esting feature. What is known as
Hardy's Colorado, a large overflow
channel, which is a veritable natural
canal now parallels the river to with-
in30 miles of the lands of the Imperial
Colony, and it is istimated that this
could be extended this distance at a
cost of$50,000, thus giving trans port
ation ina safe and uniform channel

The section southward towards the
Gulf holds natural attractions easily
accessible to settlers in the Imperial
Colony. Thirty miles below, in the
mountains just west of the river is
Volcano Lake, a body of water several
miles long, about which there are hun-
dreds ofdiminutive volcanoes inaction,
presenting a strange and interesting
phenomenon. This lower section also
abounds in game of many kinds.

distance of this irrigable tract to the
north, south or west.• » » # # #

Those who may look to locating on
some of the lands to be reclaimed by

Advantages and Disadvantages of the Imperial
Country.

The possibilities of this section are
at once unique, fascinating and far-
reaching. Other irrigated lands in
California are detached, irregular and
under varying conditions. But here is
an area in one body equal to them all,
witha soil nearly uniform in quality,
and scarcely broken by a hillock. It
is within reasonable expectation that
thousands of these acres will be green
and fruitful with the products of the
ranch, and that hundreds of thousands
ofacres will become alike productive
in the course ofspeedy development.
#

•
# » # »

That this soil willbe productive is
shown by the fact that like 3oil on the
east side of the river where itis irri-
gated grows alfalfa and grain luxuri-
antly.

Of course it is clear that the water
diverted insufficient volume from the
Colorado River at the southern orhigh-
er end of this great inclined plane,
would flow by gravity to its remotest
part, a day's drive northward. And

This surface is not the shifting sand
of the desert proper, but a soil with the
ingredients of marvelous fertility,but
which, under the fervent raysofan un-
clouded sun, is a dry and barren waste,

where the sameness ofa weary distance
pains the eye, and where phantom
lakes that can never be approached
tantalize the misguided adventurer.

and a strange and fascinating feature
of itis the fact that this space was
once an arm of the sea, the upppr por-
tion of the Gulf of California as it was
originally, but which was filled by the
settlings from the muddy waters ofthe
Colorado, washed down from remote

mountains through the uncounted de-
cades of prehistoric ages.* » # #

'
# *

None have crossed the Colorado
River upon entering California, with-
out noting particularly its turbid tor-
rent, which rushes innvghty vo'.nmeto

California's Desert Land—lts Burn-
ing Acres to be Watered

Editor J. D. Williams of the Whit-
tier Register, whorecently visited this
section of the country, is enthusiastic
over the possibilities of the Imperial
country. The following is in part
what he says ofthe couutry and work
being done to reclaim it:


