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Uncle Sam Has New Ward in Liberia 

WASHINGTON.—An obsoure chap
ter, it has long lain unread in 

American annals, in spite of the in
terest that surrounds it. But now 
that the United States has come to 
take an active hand in the govern
ment of Liberia, it is natural that the 
founding of that old half-American, 
half African-negro state should attract 
our interest. Founded back in 1820 
as a home for the freed slaves from 
this country, Liberia became a repub
lic in 1847. Today its population num-
tjfirs some 60,000 Llbsrisns silozig tho 
coast, while 2,000,000 negroes run wild 
in the interior. No white man can ac
quire citizenship or own property. 

By an arrangement with bankers in 
this country, France and Germany and 
with the approval of Liberia and the 
European powers, a loan of $2,000,000 
is to be floated by our government to 
the end of seizing straight Liberian 
finances and assisting the country to 
establish itself upon a firmer basis. 
The Uni'.sd States will have control 
«f the little state's financial, military 
and agricultural departments and will 
administer the republic's relations. 

The popular accounts of the found-
lug of Liberia credit the achievement 
somewhat vaguely to the American 

Colonization society, of which Henry 
Clay was president There is a less-
known chapter of that perilous enter
prise which attributes the martyrdom 
of a life is this effort te open a new 
world to the slaves to Rev. Samuel 
Bacon, aa American minister of the 
Episcopal church. 

By act of congress, en March X, 
1819, the president was empowered to 
create an agency in Africa for the 
purpose of providing an asylum for 
such Africans as should be liberated 
by our ships of war from vessels 
seized for violation of the law sup
pressing the traffic in slaves. 

The government decided to send out 
the ship of war Cyane and the trans
port Elizabeth with mechanics and la
borers under two agents for the pur
pose of breaking ground for the re
ception of liberated slaves. On Janu
ary 8, 1820, having previously been In 
the service of the colonization society. 
Bacon received from President Mon
roe the commission making him the 
head of' the proposed expedition. 

A species of African fever appeared 
among the members of the little band 
of settlers. Soon 25 of the party were 
brought down with it. Breaking un
der the labors he had assumed Bacon 
presently discovered symptoms of the 
malady in himself. The remedies 
administered were of so avail and he 
died.. 

Bankson and others of the party 
survived. The founding of the eolony 
went forward. But on the sacrifice of 

Bacon's life Liberia was built. 
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IF Capt. Jorge Nelken Y. Wald-
berg, erstwhile of Argentina, pre

tended American, typical soldier of 
fortune and one of the few men who 
ever succeeded in selling a gold brick 
to one of the nation's most prominent 
men, does not return to Washington 
within the next sixty days, he is likely 
to lose his alleged American citizen
ship and be denied the protection of 
the American flag. 

Captain Waldberg flourished in 
Washington 12 years ago, during the 
Spanish-American war, and a few 
years later, at the Pan-American expo
sition. The captain came to Wash
ington with a long military record. 
Having been born in Argentina, he has 
lived in half a dozen South American 
countries and been engaged in as 
many revolutions in the cause of lib
erty. Exiled, when unsuccessful, he 
dropped into New York one day and 
organized a company of Greek fruit 
venders, whom he took to Athens, 
Joined the Greek army and fought in 
the Graeco-Turkish war. 

All that he got out of that contest 
was a little military glory and a wife. 
He married a very beautiful daughter 
of a professor In the University of 
Athens and returned to America in 
time to take up newspaper work at 
the outbreak of the Spanish-American 
war. 

He was able to speak several lan
guages fluently, and especially Span
ish. There was a great demand for 
news from Cuba, and the genius of 
Nelken led him to make translations 
from Spanish and Cuban newspapers, 
for which he found ready market with 
the Washington correspondents. His 
success prompted him to "fake" when 
his news sources became exhausted. 

Not long ago the captain turned up 
in Constantinople and became involved 
in some trouble there which prompted 
him to demand the protection of the 
the American flag. He presented his 
case at the embassy, and in endeav
oring to establish the fact that he was 
a naturalized American citizen, some 
disclosures came to light regarding his 
papers which led the American charge 
to refer the matter to the state de
partment. 

The department in turn made in
quiry at the district court, with the re
sult that an order was issued requiring 
him to show cause within sixty days 
why his papers should not be can
celed. 

Puzzlers for the New Customs Court 

IF A HEN Is not a bird, why is a 
pair of rubber, boots an article of 

woolen wearing apparel? Funny ques
tion, is It not? There are many oth
ers, but this one is enough to show 
how Uncle Sam is puzzled at times to 
properly classify imported articles so 
that the correct rate of customs du
ties may be levied and collected. In 
the above case, it is simply because 
the highest customs authority of the 
kind held that as the boots had linings 
in which there was an appreciable 
quantity of wool they should bear the 
rate prescribed for woolen apparel. 
That same highest authority decided 
that frogs' legs are dutiable as poul
try. 

The customs court, a, new judicial 
body that is Just getting down to busi

ness at Washington, already has many 
cases that will cause the public to 
laugh. Olie of the first questions for 
it to decide is whether the hen is a 
bijrd. Ornithologists would unhesitat
ingly declare she is, but the new 
court, is not rnmnnspd of Riio.h mAn. 
Eh? What is the odds? Wait a min
ute, and you will see how it concerns 
every housekeeper. If the court can 
be induced to decide that the hen is 
a bird, down will go the price of eggs, 
for the present tariff bar makes every 
importer of edible eggs pay five cents 
a dozen for all he brings into the 
country. Bird's eggs are on the free 
list. 

Another hut to crack: Is an auto
mobile a household effect? Patriotio 
Americans returning from motoring in 
Europe will be pleased to have the 
court say )t is. Under such a deci
sion they could take over with them a 
few real household goods, set up light 
housekeeping for a while, buy a 
French automobile, and then return 
to this country and do it all for less 
than the amount of duty on a high-
priced automobile made In Europe. . 

Credit Due Foreign Health Officers 
• IV 
@s\Y 

FEW persons-realize to what extent 
the ;we,lf&re of this nation is pre-' 

serveffoy the splendid service of the 
medical forces which ' ate stationed 
at all the danger ports' abroad to pre
vent the introduction of plagues and 
pestilences into this country through 
shipping agencies. This force of pub
lic health officers is well'equipped: 
Moreover, in all places the work of 
these trained experts is- further sup
plemented by the efforts 'of' the con
sular officers. In places that' are too 
small to support a trained foree; 'font 
are quite large enough'to transmit dls-

!ease by' emigration,"'the^fcofeSurar' ott-" 
cers do splendid work unaided. 1 

TJhe stringent laws of tftf&rraritlnb 

and the penalties which attach to all 
attempts to evade them put effective 
repressive weapons into the hands of 
these officials, so that no attempts are 
made to escape from compulsory com
pliance and securing a clean bill of 
health at the point of departure and 
ports of call. A vessel that starts 
from a port with no appearance of in
fectious diseases among her crew or 
passengers, and which is again sub
jected to rigorous examination on her 
arrival at any American port, stands 
little chance of bringing any Infected 
passengers past the several Inspectors. 

As there Is no way of measuring 
what might happen if this force were 
not: employed, its members do hot al
ways rccSiTE tbff fall snscust of crcdit 
to- which their unremitting care and 
attention entitle them. They stand 
among the many , preventive forces 
which the country utilizes to safe
guard the ^people and to whom the 
'debfolf the'naticm Is greater than the 
public, is In tHe habit of acknowledge 
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Much Valuable Information Gathered 

by the University's Survey 
y Party Will be Publish-

' 'ed in Bulletin 

Vermillion—The party which for the 
past summer has been making a 
study of the coal, soil, water and 
inimals and plants of Harding eoun-
ty and adjacent areas under the 
state geologist recently clo-ed its 
work for the season. Now remains 
the making of the chemical analysis 
of the coal samples, the caieful 
study of the extensive collection of 
plans and animals which was mads 
for the state museum and herbarium 
and the general preparation of the 
reports. 

As soon as practicable, a state sur
vey bulletin will be issued and dis
tributed from the state university at 
Vermillion dealing with the resources 
of this part of our state. Dean Peri
sho will write upon the geology, soils 
water and agriculture. Professor Iv-
srson w'll discuss at length the exact 
occurrence, quality, quantity and val
ue of the lignite coal of Perkins and 
Harding counties. Professor Vhher 
will treat fully the natural history of 
this perhaps now the most natural 
part of our state. Lists of plants and 
tnlmals which occur, and facts ol In
terest and> of value about thefn will be 
given. A'map of Harding county will 
be published showing the location of 
the buttes,' streams, coal outcrops, 
etc., as accurately as possible. The 
revision of the available maps of the 
irea was made by Messrs. Iverson and 
Pipal. 

The party entered the state at its 
sxtreme northwestern corner. The 
territory west of the Little Missouri 
river was worked as far south as 
Camp Crook. Then a swing was made 
to the north. Protestor Peri=ho .io ti
ed the party for extensive work in 
ind about Cave Hills. Fiom the Cave 
Hills the work was continued east
ward to the Perinks county line to 
connect with the work done hv the 
survey there during the summer of 
1909. Slim Buttes were next examin
ed. Prom their southern end, almost 
in Butte county, the outfit turned west 
to the Short Pine Hills. Of the sev
enty-four townships of Harding coun
ty the party worked in all but five. 

The personnel of this paity was: 
Dean E. C. Perisho, the State Uni

versity, director. 
Pr6fessor B. A. Iverson, Vermillion. 

In charge of the work on lignite. 
Professor S. S. Vislier, state uni

versity. Biologist. 
William Pipal. State University, 

Geographer and assistant geologist. 
F. D. Frorome, State Agricultural 

College, Brookings, Collector of cer
tain plants for the state herberium. 

Mr. Iverson found that good seams 
of lignite coal under-lie much of the 
area and out-crop along the larger 
streams and about the buttes, especial
ly the Slim Buttes and Cave Hills. 
Seams of from seven to ten feet thick 
are not infrequent and some even 
th'cker occur. However, due to the 
geeral absence of a rock roof, tun
neling can not be cheaply done. Th* 
lignite propensity to slake to a 
powder further decreases its present 
commercial value. Methods w'll 
doubtless be devised to overcome the 
first objection, just as briquetting is 
the second, so that some day this coal 
will be very valuable since it burns 
readily after once started, and gives 
much heat. At present, there is only 
one mine with a tunnel—Hilton's at 
the South Cave Hills. The sccres of 
other "mines" are merely pits. 

Practically everyone of this area 
burns the lignite, since it, is more con
venient and cheaper than wood. In 
most places it can be had for the 
digging and hauling or at most for 
two. dollars a ton, loaded in your 
wagon. 

Much of the area recently with
drawn by the national government, 
until inspection for coal, Mr. Iverson 
believes will be quickly retured for 
free entry, since the availab'e coal 
is not enough to justify the land as 
heing classed as coal land, in spite of 
perhaps, there being enough for do
ttiest'c use exposed. 

Mr. Visber found the biology of 
Harding county to be more interest
ing than expected. Over 120 kinds of 
birds were met with, several of which 
had not previously been found in the 
state. More than 400 sorts of plants 
were collected, showing that this 

»county, because of the forested buttes, 
is'as well favored in regard to variety 
of plants, as any of the more eastern 
counties. 

Antelope and deer were both seen. 
The party ascertained that there are 
at least fo ty deer left in the buttes, 
and probably more than twice aa many 
antelope on the plains. 

It is hoped by the state geologist 
that copies of this bulletin will prove 
'nteresting reading to every citizen of 
the state, and of considerable value to 
the inhabitants and prospective set
tlers of the entire western half of 
South Dakota. 

GOOD ROADS LEAGUE 

Permanent Organization Adopts.. 
? " Title at Aberdeen Meetingv 
Aberdeen—The good roads conven

tion adjourned this evening, after hav
ing tormed a permanent organisation 
under the title of the So th Dakota 
Good Roads league, elected officers, 
ahd appointed a committee which wa3 
charged to draft a good roads law, 
which will be presented to the next 
session of the legislature. 

The following are the officers of the 
new society: A. E. Chambe lain of 
Brookings, president; E. V. Issenhuth 
of Redfleld, v'ce president; E. K. Ma
ther of Mitchell, secretary-treasurer. 
A vice president was selected from 
each eounty. 

The convention was very snere s-
ful, and at the closing hours it was 
though that much good had been done, 
and that a movement had been started 
which will mean the finest roads pos
sible for the state inside of a t«w 
years. 

The closing hours of the convention 
were marked by greatly increased in
terest on the part ,of the delegates, as 
well as the large number of local peo
ple, together with a large number of 
farmers from Brown and the sur
rounding counties. 

One of the most interesting pa-ts of 
the program was a letter, written by 
James J. Hill, read at the afternoon 
session. Mr. Hill took up the pro-po
sition of making good roads, expla n-
ed what has heen done thus far in 
other states and points out that South 
Dakota had nog reat task in makin? 
good roads, insomuch as all the ma
terials are at hand, aud that the work 
would not be near so hard as it is in 
other places, where all materials must 
be imported. He also pointed out the 
great saving it would be to the farm
ers, if conditions were such as to en
able them to haul a third more pro
duce to market with every trip. 

Voters Should Carefully Consider Hii Opinion—His ViewsareBaaed mvlJimf, 
Experience as Governor of Wisconsin—-Voting to Amend Article Eleven i 
of the State Constitution Shifts the Burden «u the Resident Tax Payer. 

Sues Postmaster for Damages ' 
Plankinton—A ease with some un

usual features has been instituted 
in the state circuit court here, the 
plaintiff being T. M. L. Wilson, wh le 
the defendant is William Sprick, post
master at Stickney. Wilson seeks to 
recover damages from the postmaster 
basing his action on the ground that 
through the neglect of the postmaster 
a registered letter containing funds 
which he (Wilson) intended to pur
chase a half section of farm land was 
not delivered to him until some time 
after it reached the Stickney postofllce 
the delay resulting in his teing un
able to purchase the land at the price 
agreed upon if it was j»a'd for at a 
certain time. Upon the expiration of 
this period the price of the land was 
advanced ?1 per acre, the half section 
being sold at this advance. Wilson de
mands a judgment against the post-
mast for this difference in the price 
of the land. After considerable spar
ring at the present term of circuit 
court, the trial of the case was con
tinued until the next term. 

t Reports on Health 
Pierre—Dr. O. N. Hoyt, state su

perintendent of the board of health, 
has issued to tl of ioi-
grcss at Washington, a report for 
the month of September, containing 
statistics in regard to the contagious 
diseases prevalent in South Dakota. 
All count'es with the exception of 
Douglas, Harding and Tripp have re
ported to Dr. Hoyt showing altogether 
15 deaths from scarlet fever, diph
theria, measles, smallpox and infantile 
paralysis. There were 21 cases of 
scarlet fever, with two deaths result
ing; 35 cases of diphtheria, with two 
deaths; two rases of measles; seven 
cases of smallpox, and 25 cases of in
fantile paralysis, of which 11 proved 
fatal. This is the first time that the 
congressional librarian has request
ed this report, but in the future re
ports will be sent in monthly from all 
states in the union. 

(Aberdeen Daily Americas.) 
The attempt to amend Article XI ef 

•ur state constitution was defeated in 
the last general election, 1908, by a vote 
•1 47,732 to 34,915, a majority of 12,817 
against the change. The legislature of 
1909 .again submitted the amendment 
with the provision for removing the 
limit to taxation left out, and we are 

vote on it at the ganeral election the 
•th ef aext month. The argument th&t 
has beta advanced in favor of the aa-
•»4Mehi is that uiiiler the amended art
icle it weuld be possible for the state 
to tax the income of express companies 
and ••stpel them to pay more taxes 
than they do at present under the ad-
valorum system of taxation. The ex-
prtss ••mpanies have so little property 
to tax in proportion to their income 
ftem their high rates that it ia consid
ered that the' taxes they pay are dis
proportionately small. 

Not a word is said about the rail-
reads. That would give the scheme 
away. Now, if tho constitution is 
•hanged so that incomes may bo taxed 
instead of the assessed valuation of 
property, then railroads will be taxed 
oh their income just as well as express 
eompanies. And that is exactly what 
the railroads are working for. They 
wonld much rather pay taxes on their 
gross earnings than on their assessed 
valuation. It is much easier to manip
ulate the reports on gross earnings than 
to manipulate assessments. In Wiscon
sin the railroads reported their gross 
earnings over twelve millions of dol
lars less than they actually were in or-! 
der to beat the state out of a large 
amount of taxes. 

The experience of Wisconsin throws 
a good deal of light o* this subjoct. In 
1903 Governor La Follette seeurcd the 
enactment of a law taxing the railroads 
•a their assessed valuation instead of 
•n thoir gross earnings, as they had 
been taxed for 50 years in Wisconsin. 
In order that the railroad taxes would 
sot be tied up by lit.igat.ion. the gross 
earnings tax was collected for six years 
the same as before, and in addition rail
road property was assessed and taxes 
figured on it and the excess collected 
in addition to tho gross earnings tax. 
In the six years, 1904 to 1909, inclus
ive, tho railroad taxes, under tho ad 
valorem system amounted' to $16,— 
103.39 and under the gross earnings, or 
license fee system, as it is called iii 
Wisconsin, the tax was only $12,739,-
i73.39. So by changing to the ad val
orem system Wisconsin forced tho rail
roads to pay $4,062,930 more taxes in 
Bix years than under the gross earn
ings system. This is an average of 
$677,155, or over two-thirds of a mil
lion dollars a year. Last year the ex
cess was $988,704.20. Nearly an even 
million, or 45.9 per cent more than the 
gross earnings tax amounted to. Who 
wants to knock out the advalorem sys-

South Dakota was admitted to the 
Union on the 2nd day of November, 
1899, in accordance with a:ts of con
gress which had included the passage 
of an enabling act and the adoption 
of a constitution wh'ch had been 
adopted by a constitutional conven
tion held in Sioux Falls and which 
was ratified by the voters of the en
tire section of the territory of Da
kota, which had asked for admission 
as one of two states carved out of 
the old territory, the other part of 
that territory being the present state 
of North Dakota. 

Aberdeen—J. W. Parmley, slate 
highway commissioner, who is at 
the head of the good roads con
vention to be held in Aberdeen the 
last of ctober, states that from let
ters received by him from different 
parts of the state, he expects at least 
1000 delegates to be present at tne 
convention. A very strong and inter
esting program is being prepared. 

Pierre—At a meeting In this city 
the officials of the Minneapolis 
and St. 'Louis Railway company 
signed an agreement to at once take 
up the work, of constructing a line 
from Aberdeen to this city over a 
grade which was built by the city and 
which Is donated to the company as 
a bonus for their building to this 
city. 

M'tchell—Plankinton's new or era 
house, which has heen in course of 
construction since early in the sum
mer, will be ready for the opening 
dates-which have been announced for 
November 1 and 2. "8he Man on tho. 
Bpx" will be presented the fiist nisht. 
and "Ishmael"' the second riightf A 
larga number; of tickets at $5 have: 
bech sold for both nights as a help to 
the promoters to pay for the build
ing: J The structure Will cbst about 
$25,000, it is two stories high, with1 

store ' buildings; beneath, and; the -eh-
tlrer upper floor devoted to the opera 
h£u$eu Accompany of loca] jnen was 
formed to erect the building. 

Aberdeen—H. C. Peterson, traveling 
passenger agent of the St. Lou's road, 
on a visit to Aberdeen was quoted as 
saying his road contemplates bu'ld-
ing many short feeders" in the east
ern part of South Dakota fccfore It 
crosses the Missouri river to invade 
the reservation country. 

Oelrichs—Lemon Hollet, a well 
known homesteader who for some time 
had lived near here, met a terrible 
fate while engaged in operating a 
gasoline plowing outfit on the farm of 
a neighbor. In handling the gasoline 
his clothing became saturated with 
the liquid, but no serious results would 
have followed had he not attempted 
to light his p'pe. No sooner had the 
match been lighted'than his clothing 
burst In a niass of flame. Those in 
the vicinity* ttiBhed to hlin and tore-his 
clothing from him,* but before- this 
could bis accomplished he had sus
tained fat*l burns and died of his In-
juries a short time after. 

- DEFRRAUDED INDIANS 

Federal Government is Investigating 
Several Cases on Reservation 

Aberdeen—A hearing is hott hn-
lng conducted on the Rosebud In
dian reservation in South Dakota 
which, if the allegations of the gov
ernment are corroborated, promises 
to reveal a state of affairs similar 
to that brought to light in Okla
homa, the "noble red man" of South 
Dakota apparently having ueeu the 
victim of designing whites, even as 
his redskin brethren of the south 
were. 

Between fifteen and twenty case3 or 
alleged graft by which as many In
dians were deprived of their lands for 
a nominal sum have been brought to 
light by the investigation, but only 
four of the cases are brought up at 
the present hearing. 

The cases at present under consid
eration are civil cases, brought by 
United States District Attornev E. E 
Wagner, in behalf of the government 
and its wards, the Indians who have 
been bilked of their property. In each 
of the four cases E. J. Debell, who 
still resides on the reservation, is the 
principal defendant, the others nam
ed in the complaint being accessories 
or Debell at some stage of the pro
ceedings. After the hearings, the evi
dence in the case will be turned over 
to the United States circuit court for 
the district of South Dakota. 

One compla'nt cites E. J. Debell, W. 
C. Courtis, W. M. Butterfleld, Harm 
Johnson and John Mortiz as defend
ants. It alleges that on February 24. 
1908, Edward B. Kelley, Indian Agent 
at that time for the United States 
government, recommended that a pnt-
ent to certain tracs of land In the 
reservation be issued to an Indian 
named Wicarpi Wankantuva, or 
"High Star," under an act approved 
March 2, 1889. giving the bu eau of 
Indian affairs the right to Issue t'tle 
in fee simply to properly quaUped In
dians, competent to manage the'r own 
affairs. In accordance with the rct-
ommendation of the agent, the title tT 
the land in question, amounting to 
688.80 Acres was in due time Invested 
In High Star. 

The next scene in the drama shows 
E. J. Debell as notary public certi
fying to a deed purporting to have 
been made out by High Star, convey
ing the land to W. C. Courtis for an 
alleged consideration of $4,000. The 
complaint states that no money was 
•ver paid over to the representative 
ef the government for the use of High 
Star, or to High Star himself, and thn 
the alleged conveyance of property 
was the result of collusion between 
Kelley, Debell and, Courtis to secure 

ten^ ia South Dakota and intreiaM the 
gross earnings system Why, the rail
roads of course. No ono else woald J* 
benefitted by it. Admit in the sake 
of argument that we would get a taw 
dollars more out of the express eeaipa-
nies. We would lose hundreds ot thou
sands of dollars from the railroads, i 
Penny wise and pound foolish, wewMa't j 
it bet 

Ia reply to a request for his epiaiea 
oa the two system^ of taxing rail 
tin lied States senator I>a Fslleite, fer* 
mer governor ef Wisconsin, aaswem* 
as follows: 

W. H. Wcnfc, Bath, South Daheta. . „ 
Dear Sir: 1' cannot too stroagly em

phasize, in my view, the unwisdom e# 
the proposed change of railroad taxa
tion from an advalorem to a gross 
earnings basis. In Wisconsin after 
years of political struggle, we saeeeed-
od in changing from the gross earnings 
to the advalorem basis. The gross ear
nings basis in froce for many year* 
in Wisconsin, was found to be nei
ther just to the public nor : sua
ble of honest administration. un
der _ that sj'stem the railroads frandu-
lently assessed their own taxes, and it 
was not any matter of great surprise 
that llioy yielded to the teinptfttiun I# 
understate their gross earnings in their 
reports for taxation purposes. They 
excluded from their sworn statements 
amounts aggregating, in the coarse ef 
years, many millions of dollars, and de
frauded tho state of large sums of las-
es which they were bound by law to 
pay-

Moreover, the gross earnings, or li
cense fee system, fixes an arbitrary 
basis for railroad taxation different 
from that on which the general proper
ty was taxable, and naturally greatly 
to the advantage of the railroads, wlo 
were eonstantly in politics for purpose, 
at the expense of the general psbli*. 

Sincerely yours, , 
,f,> V*"' >•' Robert M. La Follette. 

With the experience Senator La Jul
iette had while governor of Wisconsin^ 
he is no doubt as well qualified to ex
press an opinion on this subject as any 
one in the country. 

It might bo well for voters to bear 
in mind that if railroads aro taxed on 
their gross earnings instead of on their 
assessed valuation as at present their 
taxes will go into the general fund of 
the state. They will pay no more eoun
ty taxes, no more city taxes, no more • 
.school taxes, no more civil township 
taxes and no., more road taxes. The 
gross earnings tax will ben in lieu ef alt 
other taxes. Other taxpayers will have 
to pay just that much more local taxef 
to make up what the railroads will not 
pay. Shall Article XI of the constitu
tion bo amendedf Vote no on Novem
ber 8. W. H. Wens. 

October 8, 1910, Bath, S. D. 

possession of the property of the lm* 
d'an, who instead of being competent 
to manage his own affairs, as certified 
by Kelley to the Indian bureau, ii 
in fact over 75 years of age, of f©ebl< 
mind, unable to iilk in sny jftngsss* 
but the Sioux, and totally incapable oj 
managing his own affairs, and still a 
ward of the government. The eom< 
plaint demands that Debell and Cour< 
tiss, and the other parties to the de
fense, who secured possession of tho 
property afterward, he required to re» 
store the land or pay the suEu oS $18,-
000, wh'ch the government claisas is 
a reasonable price for the land. 

The other complaints all have De
bell. and Qourtis as star defendants, 
but the other defendants differ. )q 
each instance, however, the Indians 
from whom the land was obtained, 
was aged, ignorant, mentally and 
physically weak, and unable to un
derstand English. Clown Woman was 
deprived of a half section of land un
der circumstances similar to the H '»h 
Star ease; Big Old Woman lost a quar
ter section, and Yellow Hair a half 
section. The remaining cases, which 
are not brought up at the present 
hearing, are similar to those cited. 
It is estimated that at leatt $100 000 
worth of land has been secured By tike 
alleged conspirators, under circum
stances similar to the High Star ease. 
The causes at present a e al' c 
suits. It is presumed that upon the 
result of the civil suits depends thf 
prosecution that may follow later. 

Sioux Falls—The time of the Unite* 
States court continues to be occupied' 
In taking testimony In the case of C.; 
A. Spurling vs. the Dempster M il 
Manufacturing company of Nebraska 
The plaintiff seeks to recover damage* 
in the sum of $18,000 for injuries '"e-
ceived down ail elevator 
shaft in the Sioux Falls branch house 
of the company. Every in h of the 
trial Is being, fought by the opposing 
sides and objections to jqueitl^ns 
frequent. The same ca?e was tried 
last winter. In the federal .court, the 
jury be'ng unable to' ag'ee after re
maining out twenty-four hours. 

Insurance Commissioner's Report ' 
P'erre—The annual report ef the 

commissioner of insurance for this 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1910, late
ly published, gives comparative to
tals of the business transacted iri tftat 
department for the years from 190D to 
1910 Inclusive. The total rece pts of 
the last fiscal year are $117,077.J2, over 
$20,000 greater than the p*evio -s year. 

In the letter of transmittal, Commis
sioner Baeford recommends an ena t-
ment by the legislature to.provide tor 
the creation of a reserve fund for ac
cident, bail and cyclone companies, as 
was done by the last legislature with 
regard to mutual fire insurance com
panies. He also recommends legisla
tion, to fix by law the ratio of the ex
penses to prem'um recel"*° si',1'Tiito 
the Minnesota statute which fixes1 this 
rata at 4® per cent, and provide? tMat 
10 per cent of the p-emium rer o pts 
shall be deposited with the sta'e until 
a reserve fund shall be created of not 
less than $25,000.\ He advigps that a 
committee be created to aid in the fly
ing of lire rates, to be composed of 
the commissioner of insurac'tie. the 
chief clerk of the insurance depart
ment and the state aud'tor. • 

I . . • - I . 
Plerre-rWhile a large num! e* of 

teachers' certificates- hayp been issued 
by the state from the various e amhi-
ations of the past fall, there a^e yet 
shortages In some of the counties of 
the state. Two schools are sal# t-o.fce 
without teachers in Okoboji. township, 
Sully eounty; in* Pearl, township i 
same county, aft# (^hSItfeta ie f$»." 
ble they have started their th ee 
sohools, one with' a teacher sec rM 
from Indiana; otte 'secured' in^Iewa, 
a n d  o b e  a  h o m e  t e a e h e r i  /  T h i s •  
indicate that there 
teachers ia, 
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