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"We're to clad you've come, cap'n,-
MIM Prissy, after the fans were 

laid on the table. "We've got so many 
things, to talk to JOB about. And we 
aon't yon think you'd like to go out 
Into the dlnln* room a little while?" 

The boy. acting upon this decided 
hint, went Into the dining room, «n<i 
Miss Prissy shut the door after him. 

"Now, Cap'n Tltcomb," she began, 
"I s'pose you were awfully surprised to 
hear we'd took a boy to bring up? 
Well, you ain't any more surprised 
than we are to think we should do such 
a thing. But It seemed as If we Jest 
had to or else give up beln' Christians 
fltofrether. I'll tell you how It was." 

And she UIU tell him, beginning with 
the exact relationship between Brad
ley's mother and the Aliens, expatiat
ing upon the shlftlcssness of the boy's 
father and how he "never saved a 
cent," nor even took out an insurance 
policy to provide for his son In case of 
his own death. 

"But, mercy me," she exclaimed, lift
ing her hands, "what on earth we'll do 
with a boy Is more'n X know. What 
shall we do?" 

"Bring him up in the way he ought 
to go, I guess," replied tbe captain 
calmly. "Send him to school first thing. 
How is he off for clothes?" v 

"Hasn't got any that are fit for any
thing but tbe rag bag," replied Miss 
Prissy with decision. "And that's an-

Ifip 

"Sere's alittle snmeihin' I brought;for 
' - , ' ' you, Tempy." 

Other thing. Who's goln' to buy 'em 
for him? I'm sure I don't know what a 
boy needs to wear any more than a cat" 

- "I'll buy his fit out, if;you want me 
to," said the captain, "Take him down 
.to Weeks' store right now, if you say 
the word." 

"Oh, I wish you would. You pay Mr. 
.--alWeeks, and I'll pay you.1 
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They pressed the captain to stay for 
dinner, or at least to return for that 
meal, but he declined, promising- how
ever, to diue with them before be went 
iback to bia vessel. 

"Come on. Brad," he said, entering 
the dining room; "you,and me's goln' 
.on a cruise downtown." 
? Bradley pnt on the shabby overcoat 
and cap for.the last time and walked 
down back gate and along the 
Mdewalk with the Captain. A 
'Meanwhile MIM; Tempy, seatea In 
the rocker by the window and holding 
• fan ln each band, was examining 
them wtth the greatest care. 

"Prissy," she said at last in a solemn 
"they're jest exactly alike." 

"Yes," said her staler, with a stifled 
algh. 'they're Jest alike." 
gf •• f ''"j L. ^ 

CHAPTER NA. -- ^ 
N ^Woefca* store" was to be 
found an assortment of wares 
ranging Mm potatoes and 
rasors to molasses and ladles' 

goods. Somewhere within this 
extensive range was a limited supply 
of what Mr. Weeks* advertisement In 
tbe Item' galled t««fcoatba\ Men's and 
Children's Ciothiiiir la Latest Styles at 
Moderate Prices.* Tbe styles were 
"lata"—about a" year lkte—and the: 
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glttin' the inouey." ( 
So the bargain was concluded on that 

basis. Bradley retire'! to the back 
room nnd emerged clothed In his new 
garments and tremendously conscious 
of the fact. The cuptaiii said he look
ed so fresh *hnt you could "smell tb» 
pnlnt on him." 

"Say. Caleb." said "Squealer" Wlxon 
after Captain Tltcomb and his protege 
had left the premises, "did Ez tell you 
who that boy was?" 

"No, he didn't. I hinted two or thre« 
tlmen. but he wouldn't say." 
"Well, I'll tell you. 'Twas the old 

jualds' boy—Ben Nlckerson's son. Bar
ney said he brought him over In the 
coach last night." 

"You don't'mean it!" exclaimed the. 
chopfallen Mr. Weeks. "Well, If that 
ain't enough to— Ez made me throw 
in a hat that was wutli a dollar 'n' a 
ha'f 'cause he said he'd pay cash for 
everything nnd take his chauce of git-
tin' his money back. And Prissy and 
Tempy always pay cash for everything. 
Reg'lar Tltcomb trick!" 

The loafers about the store roared 
jvith delight. 

"Oh, I tell you," remarked "Squealer," 
"you've got to keep your weather eye 
peeled when you're dealin' with Cap'n 
Ez. He'll have you, head and scales, 
If you ain't careful." 

"That's ail right," grumbled "Bluey" 
Bacheldor, "but he'll git fetched up all 
standln' some of these days. You can 
call him smart If you want to, but It's 
pretty risky smartness, most folks 
think. You notice his schooner's al
ways makln' record trips, and he's al
ways havlu' presents ; I've Iiim and all 
that. How many presents did you 
have give to you. Cap'n Jabez, when 
you was runnin' a coaster?" 

Not a one,'.' Indignantly replied the 
person addressed. Captain Jabez Bai
ley. "Not a one. What I got I had to 
work for." 

It may be that Captain Jabez over
worked during his sea experiences. Cer
tainly uo one In Orham had known him 
to do a stroke of work since he retired 
to live on his wife's earnings as a 
dressmaker. 

"Well," commented Captain Eri 
Hedge, who was not a member of the 
circle, but had dropped in to buy some 
tobacco, "I like Cap'n Ez. He does 
love to git the best of a bargain, and 
he's a 'driver' on a vessel, and perhaps 
he likes to shave the law pretty close 
sometimes. Ez Is a reg'lar born gam
bler for takln' chances, but I never 
knew him to do a mean trick." 

"What do you call that game he put 
up on the old maids?" asked "Squeal
er." "You knew 'bout that, didn't you, 
Jabez? Seems Prissy and Tempy 
wanted to sell that little piece of cran-
b'ry swamp, of theirs 'cause It didn't 
pay them to take care of It and keep It 
In shape. Prissy told Seth Wingate 
about It, and Seth said he didn't want 

Jilt, but that he'd give them so and so— 
a fair price, consld'rln'. Well, they 
was goln' to sell It to Seth, but Ez 
comes home 'bout that time, bears of 
the deal and goes to Prissy and buys 
It for $50 mor'n Seth offered. And In
side of three months along comes that 
Ostable company and buys all that 
land {or their big swamp. They say 
Tltcomb made more'n a hundred dol
lars out of 'that deal. If you don't 
think thafs a mean trick, Cap'n Eri, 
you ask Seth Wingate what be thinks 
of it" 

"I know abc.:t that," said Captain 
Eri calmly, "and I think it was Jest 
another case of Ez's takln' chances, 
thafs all. Seth's growlin' Is only sour 
grapes. Ez lsuew the Ostable folks 
was talkln* 'bout layln' out a big 
sweimp over here some time or other. 
He jest bought the Allen piece and 
run his risk. You notice Prissy and 
Tempy ain't findtn' no fault They 
think he's the only man In town. Fact 
Is, he Is the only man, outside of the 
minister, that they'll have any dent
in's with. Queer pairln' off that Is— 
Hz and the minister!" he chuckled. 

"Oh, women's fools, anyhow," snort
ed Captain Jabez savagely; "Ez Tlt
comb always could wind 'em' 'round 
his fingers. He's been next door to 
keepln' comp'ny with more glrls'n a 
few in this town hence he was old 
enough to leave school, but he don't 
go fur enough to git engaged or nothln' 
like that. Minute there's any talk that 
he's likely to git married to one of 'em 
away goes Ez, and thafs the end of 
that courtln'. And yet, spite of their 
talk 'bout his beln' slick and hints that 
he's tricky they're always heavln' up 
to a feller,- 'How smart Cap'n Tltcomb 
la,' and 'Why don't you make monejr 
same as Oap'n Ezry?* 'Nough to make 
an honest man sick." 

Captain Eri made his purchases and 
went home, but the others continued 
to dissect Exra Tttcomb's character, 
and the general opinion seemed to be 
that he would "bear watch In'." 

Meanwhile the captain, unconscious 
of all this, piloted Bradley to the cor
ner of the road upon which the Alien 
slaters lived, and there left him with: 
a message to the effect that be (the 
captain) would call next day.. Then he 
^onght his room at the "Traveler's 
/Best" there to read the paper of the 
<fUy before, while the boy, with his big 
tnmdle of old clothes and neiv "extras," 
walked homeward atone. , " r, 
. The Alien ifouse was oat the "lower 

#ppd," and to reach It yon turned the 
corner 'just above "Web" Saunders* 
btlUard r6om and went on past "Lem" 
Mullet?* Stable, and tte Methodist 
"butyto*j;gronnd"—the seal in Orham 
cannot .^apparently, agtw^even after 
theyr"iwf dead, for each denomination 
has itf separate cemet«(y--past the 
tate Saauders' jgate and on 
up the hlfl pverlooking bay. Brad 
ley bad Just readied ^little bouse 
next door to the AliensJpjen, through 
" % gate Its yardObere dinted 
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good for much except to bark, but 
each seemed to foci that It was Its spe
cial duty to devour the boy before the 
others got a chance at him. On they 
came, o noisy procession, growling and 
snapping. 

Bradley put down his bundle and 
looked about for a stone, but tbe snow 
covered the rond. and there were no 
stones In sight, fie poised himself on 
one foot and held the other ready for 
a kick Tbe dogs formed a circle about 
him and the racket was blood curdling. 

Out of tbe gate darted a slim girl In 
a red dress, brandishing a broom. 

"They won't hurt you!" she scream
ed, running to the rescue. "Siajj- Pe
ter! " Bc'-^tTIet, Hags'! Go hoBie, TBSs-
day! Wlnfleld, I'll give it to you!" 

Tlie dogs dodged the broom and re
tired to a safe distance, wagging their 
tails and doing their best to Indicate 
that they were only making believe 
anyhow. Wlnfleld, the small dog that 
bad led the attack, was the most per
sistent, and he snapped at the broom 
In high glee, evidently considering that 
It was waved for his particular amuse
ment. 

"They got away before I could stop 
'em," panted the girl. "Grandma's 
gone to the store, and I went out in the 
woodshed to play with 'em, and they 
bounced out of the door first thing. 
They don't mean anything; they're just 
full of it, that's all." 

"I wasn't scared," said Bradley. "I 
didn't believe they'd bite. I like dogs." 

"Do you?" said the girl eagerly. "So 
do I. Grandma says she does, too, in 
moderation. The old maids don't 
though. Oil, I forgot. You're the old 
maids' boy, ain't you? I saw you out 
In their yard with Miss Prissy this 
mornin'." 

"Yes. I saw you too. You live In here, 
don't you?" 

"Urn-lium. Oh, my goodness! I 
haven't got any rubbers on, and grand
ma said if I got my feet wet today she 
didn't know but she'd skin me. I must 
go right back and dry 'em before she 
comes. I've had a cold: that's why I 
ain't to school. How'll I ever get theso 
dogs In?" 

"I'll help you If you want me to," 
volunteered Bradley. 

"Will you? That's splendid. Come 
an!" 

"Bradley carried his bundle to tbe 
back steps of the little house and then 
returned to assist at the dog catching. 
It wasn't an easy operation, but a tin 
dish scientifically rattled by his new 
acquaintance tempted all but the wary 
Wlnfleld, and a bone finally decoyed 
the latter inside tbe woodshed, and tbe 
door was slammed and bolted upon tbe 
humbugged pack. 

"There," exclaimed the girl, "thafs 
all right! I hope grandma won't notice 
the tracks In the snow. If she's only 
forgot her glasses it's all right. Now 
come Into the kitchen till 1 put my 
feet In tbe oven. What's your name?" 

"Bradley Nlckerson. Most folks call 
me Brad." 

"That's a good name. My last name's 
Baker. I hate my first one—Ifs Au
gusta. Ain't that the worst? Grandma 
calls me 'Gusty.' Ugh! You can call 
me 'Gus' If you want to. It sounds 
more like a boy's name. I wish I was 
a boy." 'i %'f 

"Why?" ''••i.A 
"Oli, because a boy can do things and 

doesn't have to be 'ladylike.' If I was 
a boy nobody would think it was funny 
for me to like dogs, and I could have 
as many as I wanted." 

"I should think you had a good many 
now. Where did you get 'em all?" 

"Ob, just found' 'em. Bags came 
here one day himself. I call him Bags 
because be looks as If he was all 
ravelin's. And Peter, tbe blacksmith 
gave to me. Said I could have.him if 
I'd get him out of bis sight He sort 
of named himself. And Tuesday was 
named that because I found him on 
Tuesday when I was on a picnic over 
to East Harniss. And Winfield—he's 
the newest one—came on Cap'n Bur
gess' fishing schooner and nobody 
wanted him, so they gave him to me. 
I named him Winfield because bis face 
looks like our schoolteacher, Winfield 
Scott Daniels; hateful old thing I 
Wouldn't be be mad if he knew I 
named a dog after him! You're goln' 
to school, ain't youT' 

"I s'pose so. They haven't said any
thing about It yet" 

"I hope you will. You'll be upstairs, 
of course." 

"Upstairs" mean", *u Orham, the 
grammar and nigber grades. "Down
stairs" Is the primary department 
Bradley answered that he supposed he 
should be "upstairs." He was just be
ginning to go "upstairs" In Wellmonth. 

"How do yoU like the old maids-? 
Miss Prissy and Tempy, I, meant 
Ain't tbey awful strict?" 

"I don't .know; I haven't been with 
'em long enough to find out. They're 
mighty clean, ain't they?" 

"Ob, dreadful! And they don't like 
a noise, and they don't like dogs, and 
they dont like me. They call me the 
'dog girl? I heard 'em. One time I 
went in there for granama, and Tues
day and Peter followed me, and, first 
thing you know, they tracked muu all 
over the dlnln' room. My, but wasn't 
Miss Prissy madl But you Just ought 
to hatffi seen that floor." she chuckled. 

(To Be Continued.) , 
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A Methodist Minister Beeommends 

Chamberlain's Cough Remedy 
We have used Chamberlain's 

Cough Remedy in our borne for sev
en years, and it has always proved 
to be a reliable remedy. We have 
found that It would do more than 
the manufacturers claim rfor it It 
Is especially good for croup and 
whooping coughs 

Rev, James A. 
Pastor Mllaca, Minn., M. ;B. Church 

XPtjqoberlaia's Cough --Remedy to 
«old by all druggist*. 

UP TO THE PRESENT TIME THE 

RAILROADS HAVE KEPT 

ABREAST TRAFFIC 

Elevators, With the Exception of Sev

eral Days, Have Been Receiving 

Grain All the Time—Sharp Raise 

in Wheat May Bring Congestion 

Yet, However—Farmers Have No 

Coal, and Hard Winter May Pinch 

Them a Little. 

Redfleld, S. D., Oct. 21.—So far 
there does not appear to be so much 
fear of a car shortage this season as1 

last year. Up to the present time! 
the railroads have furnished eleva-' 
tors, and independent grain shippers j 
have been* able to get cars promptly 
as they were needed, though in one 
or two instances certain elevators in 
this vicinity have had to refuse to 
accept grain for a few days for the 
reason that the roads were not furn
ishing cars promptly enough for 
shipments. While a considerable 
quantity of grain has been marketed 
still the farmers in this portion, of 
the state seem confident that the 
price will be still better, and are 
waiting to market their grain later 
on. In case of a sharp raise in the 
price of wheat there is no question 
but what the elevators would be con
gested and marketing of grain 
greatly hindered unless the roads 
furnished cars a good deal more 
promptly than they have in the past 
two or three seasons. 

The residents of the towns in this 
state have quite generally stocked up 
on coal, and many of them have put 
in enough to last them through the 
winter. The farmers, however, have 
not paid any heed to the warnings 
sent out by the railroad companies, 
and will not be in any better shape 
so far as fuel is concerned of stand
ing a prolonged car shortage than 
they were last winter. The local deal
ers are endeavoring to keep their 
supply up to the maximum of their 
capacity, but a -blockade of a few 
days would undoubtedly reduce the 
available supply so that those who 
buy their coal in small quantities 
would be in need. There is no dan
ger, however, of any suffering as to 
this unless the winter should be so 
severe that the railroads could not 
get the coal here. 

Biliousness and Constipation 

For years I was troubled with bil
iousness and constipation, which 
made life miserable for me. My ap
petite failed me. I lost my usual 
force and vitality. Pepsin prepara
tions and cathartics only made mat
ters worse. I do not know where I 
should have been today had I not 
tried Chamberlain's Stomach and Liv
er Tablets. The tablets relieve the 
ill feeling at once, strengthen the 
digestive functions, helping the sys
tem to do its work naturally.-—Mrs. 
Rosa Potts, Birmingham, Ala. These 
tablets are for sale by all druggists. 

FAKER POSES AS 
? "FARMER" BURNS 

The American has been told 
the best of authority that the man 
who poses here under the name of 
"Farmer" Barns In his wrestling 
matches wltl» I<erlowe Pierce is a fak
er, as he is'̂ not the famous "Farm
er" Burns a^ all. The source from 
which this information comes is 
presonal friend of "Fanner" Burns' 
and is absolutely correct. He is 
simply using tbat noted wrestler's 
name as a &SkWing card. 

This manf iiays that he has seen 
"Farmer" Bluras- wrestle many and 
many a time; • He has also seen the 
man who poses as "Farmer" Burns 
wrestle wlth'Pletce and he eays that 
the pair h«*e never pulled off an 
honest match 

. Homeueekers, Ho, for Colorado! 
Parties desl̂ if a home in the beau
tiful fruit wm«>f the Grand riv 
er, call on . Wm be here 
until Octbber; !•$$ Very mild winters 
and every ,lrplt raised 
tfcere, R. Columbia, 8. 

D-

THREEI400PIANOS 
GIVEN AWAY FREE 
As an Advertisement In Our 

Great Writing Contest 
One at Aberdeen, One at Mitchell, 

One at Watertown, S. D. 

These $400 Pianos and $10,000 
in Prizes Free 

EXPLANATION:  
To the person writing the following sentence, "McArthur Piano Co. sell tlie old reliable Kurtz-

mann Piano," the most number of times on a TJ. S. postal card, or the card furnished by us, we will 
give free one new $400 Kurtzmann i:iano. WHITE ONE WAY AND ON ONE SIDE OF THE CARD. 
This applies to each of our three stores. One free Piano at Aberdeen, one at Mitchell, one at Water-
town. 

You can only compete at one store 

WHY WE DO THIS 
First—By writing our name hundreds of times you will never forget it. Second—You will re

member that we sell Kurtzmann Pianos. Third—You will remember that Kurtzmann Pianos are old 
reliable pianos. Fourth—We have received a concession from the Kurtzmann Piano Co. which enables us 
to use this method of more thoroughly advertising their Pianos in this territory. ' > 

FINAL EXPLANATION » 
CONTEST OPENS OCTOBER 28, 1907. 

Write the sentence as many times as you can on a U. S. post card, or the card furnished by us, 
and mail to McArthur Piano Co. We will publish the name of the winner, and all cards are open for 
examination after November 20. In the event of a tie, the first card received will win the piano. Send 
your card to our nearest store. There :'s positively no chance for dissatisfaction. After the close 
you can count the winner's card yourself if you desire. 

Grand Prizes 
Three $400.00 Kurtzmann Pianos 

ONE AT EACH STORE—ABERDEEN, MITCHELL AND WATERTOWN. JfC' 
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2d Prize—Check, $150, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
3d Prize—Check, $100, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
4th Prize—Check, $85, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
5th Prize—Check, $85, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
6th Prize—Check, $85, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
7th Prize—Check, $75, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
8th Prize—Check, $75, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our. warerooms. 
9th Prize—Check, $75, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in bur warerooms. 

( ,.t 0th Prize—Check, $70, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
h ulth Prize—Check, $70, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
 ̂12th Prize—Check, $70, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 

:Jpl3th Prize—Check, $60, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 
%a4'th Prize—Check, $60, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. n 

15th Prize—Check, $60, good on any Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms. 

And to thfc remaining contestants we will award prizes in accordance with the number of times 
Itfiey have written the sentence. The above checks will be accepted AS SO MUCH CASH to apply pit 
the REGULAR RETAIL SELLING PRICE of any new Kurtzmann Piano in our warerooms if pre-: 
sented on "or before December 30, 1907. 

Only one chieck will be accepted on a piano. Checks to apply on pianos purchased between No
vember 20 and December 30, 1907. 

Use pen or pencil. Write your address plainly and the number of times you have written the 
sentence on the card. No person connected with the piano business allowed to Compete. Expert pen
men and engravers are barred from this contest. Only one card from each person will be accepted. 
All cards must be in by noon November 20. 

Now get busy. We hope, you'll win. We put our $400 Kurtzmann Pianos up against your good 
cense and penmanship and will do absolutely as we agree. ?  ̂  ̂

Fill Out Coupon with Names of Two Persons Thinltirig of Buying Pianos; 
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Name 

Given by 

Aberdeen, S. D. Mitchell, S. D. Watertown, & D. -
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