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M COUNTY LOCAL OPTION 

This question of county local op-
•», tion that is t.o come up for the con

sideration of the voters this fall is 
one that is entitled to very serious 
consideration. It has been, submit
ted at a somewhat unfortunate tfme, 
as the presidential contest is likely 
to overshadow it. However, since 
the vote upon the question of license 
or no license in the various muni
cipalities at the spring election, 
whichever way It may have gone in 
each particular instance, is regarded 

• by the losing side as only tempora
lly settled, the air, we might say, 
remains surcharged with the ques
tion, and a strong vote on, this is
sue may be polled notwithstanding 
other issues. 

It Is said that a central committee 
has been appointed in. Hamlin coun
ty to carry on a vigorous campaign 
In favor of this measure. Precinct 
committees have also been appointed 
and ample funds are on hand to 
push the work. Other counties will 
tsoon follow suit, it Is safe to say. 

This county option Idea is based 
upon the theory that people tribu
tary to the towns should have a voice 
In settling the question, whether sa
loons shall be permitted to do busi-

. ness in these towns or not. Inas
much as the beneficent °r iniquitous 
results of the traffic, according as 
a person Is disposed to regard it, 
are not confined to the residents of 
the town, neither should the right 
to vote on the question of license 
be so confined. It certainly can not 
be said to be an unreasonable view 
to take,of the matter. The farmers 

.living in the vicinity of a town hav; 
lag sons and hired help who congre-
gate. in these places may toe even 

^ more vitally interested in the exist
ence or nonexistence of the saloon 
.than the residents of the town. 

One ithlng that Is going to swell 
the ,vj|Qte tor, county option is the 
realization on the part of residents 

,pt "jry" towjip that .prohibition is 
feur^l&g their town;, by driving busi-

' $o, . the "neighboring v./'wet" 
s townilr :JChe8e-ip^ople are for license 
I but elnctf. 'jthey Are beihg outvoted 
$fr«m ,year(' Jo year they ̂  have con
cluded that 6ounty 16caI'i»ption will 
tat least put all the 'towns, on an 
Inequality. This being tTM'rcase; it 

l^woiijd not be sGrprising to see <Jro-
^.toa,' for example, cast almost a una-

Uncle Sam, Hawaii, is already very 
thoroughly imibued with Yankee no
tions and institutions. Editorially 
this paper, the Hawaiian Star, says 
in welcoming the big fleet: 

"Above all we want every visitor 
to feel that, he has not left home 
yet. Hawaii is ' American. She is 
part of the nation, just the same as 
Arizona, New Mexico or other Main
land territory, and with the same' 
hopes of being ultimately represent
ed by a star in the blue of the Ame
rican flag." 

In another editorial the Star takes 
exception to a proposition being 
brought forward by the temperance 
element to secure by act of the next 
legislature to transfer the power to 
issue licenses to sell liquor from a 
commission which at present has jur
isdiction over the liquor traffic to 
the board of supervisors of the 
counties. It is possible that our 
fellow citizens over there will warm 
up soon over the question of county 
local option even as the voters of 
this good state may before the ides 
of November. 

The supporters of Taft, who have 
been howling about Bryan taking 
trust money when he talked into a 
phonograph, will now have to hush 
up, as Taft has been making an im
passioned speech into one for this 
same trust, while his wife stood by 
an,d laughed at him. 

CROPS HIT WITH 

RUST IN DAY COUNTY 

MISS CLARA M'NOWN MEETS A T. M A v . 
These Men Are Veritable Bloodhounds 

TRAGIC DEATH IN Have a Natural Instinct For 
Running Down Desperadoes Who Are 

RICE LAK K Fleeing From Justice.  

A criminal in Australia knows that 
his chances for escape are nearly hope
less if a "tracker" is put upon bis trail 
within a day after the crime is discov
ered. A "tracker" is a native black 
man having a natural instinct for run
ning down criminals fleeing from jus
tice. These men are veritable blood
hounds, and their strange power is pos
sessed by no other race in the world. 

So implicit is the confidence felt in 
them by the police that when a black 
starts out upon a man hunt the officer 
who goes with him merely follows in 
his wake. He does not question him or 
in any way Interfere with him, but, 
leading his own horse, allows the guide 
to go in whatever direction he pleases, 
no matter bow apparently reasonless 
his course may seem. 

The most successful trackers are in 
Queensland, near the edge of New 
South Wales. They will travel any 
distance, animated by no feeling of ha-

that place the last of July. Miss tred for their quarry, but only desirous 
McNown was a teacher in the Aber- of proving their expertness. The re-
deen public schools about ten years ward they ask is absurdly small for 
ago and while here was very sue- the long aud dIffl™lt trails. A few 

. . . shillings or some cheap bracelets, cessful. A letter which accompan- , . .. . . .. ,, rings, and so on, quite satisfy them. 
led the clipping said that there They have no idea of the value of 
was little doubt but that the drown- money. Rum is their great weakness. 

Was Employed in the Aberdeen Pub

lic Schools About Ten Years Ago 

—Went Out in a Boat on the Lake 

on July 29th and Body Was Later 

Found Floating in the Water— 

Belief Is That She Committed Sui

cide. 

Miss Harriet Narregang has re
ceived a clipping from an Eau 
Claire, Wis., newspaper, which gives 
an account of the drowning of Miss 
Clara I. McNown in Rice Lake, near 

IE BLACKTRACKERS 
Wonderful Keenness of These 

Natives of Australia. 

USED TO TRACK CRIMINALS. 

It comes hard to acknowledge the 
unwelcome fact that black rust has 
invaded the wheat crop in. iDay coun
ty just as we were about to harvest 
one of the finest crops ever grown. 

There is no disputing the fact. An 
insidious damaging black rust that 
eats into the stalk and destroys it 
at the last moment is at work. Mr. 
Dwyer, an expert, has driven north 
and west through the county and 
gathered a great many samples and 
finds that the damage is serious. He, 
says that a few days of very favor
able cool weather will save most of 
the crop, but that a few days like 
last Sunday would act like a fire in 
a Wheat field. He estimates that 
Brown county will suffer 30 per cent 
loss in yield and quality. 

This damage applies almost ex
clusively to Blue Stem wheat and 
the Durum is not .materially af
fected. 

The danger will necessitate a 
rushing of the harvest and the cut
ting of wheat a few days ahead of 
time. 

It is too bad that such a magni
ficent prospect should meet with 
such a reversal at the last moment 
but before giving up to a gloomy 
conclusion do not forget this, that 
the price of wheat is advancing rap
idly as the damage shows up and 
that the improved price applies to 
some extent to the durum wheat. 

(Bear in mind also that only 30 
to 35 per cent of Day county Is 
sown to blue stem. Durum is nearly 
60 per cent of the acreage and there 
is a good barley crop although the 
prospects on late oats is poorer even 
than on blue steam wheat. 

If the loss on yield of wheat 1b 
not too heavy, say one-third, it will 
be made up on better prices.—Web-
ster World. 

ing was suicidal. The article fol
lows: 

"The body of Miss Clara I. Mc
Nown, who went out rowing at Rice 
Lake Wednesday evening and did 
not return, her boat being found 
later floating about on the lake, emp
ty, was found in the lake this morn-
ihg at 6 o'clock by the men who had 

Once a tracker was employed to lo
cate some valuable trees for a timber 
man. He had to travel some forty 
miles through a forest so dense that it 
was necessary to cut his way through 
with his tomahawk. All he asked for 
was a bottle of. rum, while the timber 
merchant derived over £2,000 from the 
sale of the trees. 

The following description of a man 

LUMBER CONTRACT 
ANNULLED AS IT 
MAKES MONOPOLY 

skiwab oaows 
ill 

tfiit 
court; 

YanSton, S. Aug. 6.—-A cir
cuit «ourt finding of far reaching 
effect and of the utmost importance 
to lumber dealers and buyers is an
nounced here by a member of a 
prominent legal firm just home from 
a term of court at Olivet, Hutchinson 
county. The Menno Lumber company 
brought suit to recover on a contract 
5 per cent of the purchase price on 
a bill of lumber figured by them for 
a probable customer, who agreed in 
the contract that la -the event of his 
purchasing elsewhere he would pay 
the Menno Lumber company the 5 
per cent stipulated, a contract that 
is very common in lumber deals. 
/ The man purchased elsewhere and 
then refused tb pay the 5 per cent. 
The: company promptly brought suit 
to. recover. The judge held that there 
war n© consideration for the con--
trafcv which wa% .simply making a 
prlce on the billfihd that as in et-
fect it 6ompelle<ll|&' competitor to 
bid 6 per cent lower in order to get 
the bid, and therefore allowed tjh.% 
plaintiff company to go 5 per c«tt| 
.higher!, ;that it was against publ% 
policy "akd thafc, sx^ch a contract, fn~ 
tending to'create ^ monopoly, could 
n6t be «4fofQeti. ?' The' ;demurrer ''jot 
t.-* _ .iTi the defendant "w|kA. then sustained 

been dragging the lake since it was ^unt will convey a clear idea of the 
quite evident that she had drowned.,dangers and hardships to be endured: 

, . , . In this particular case the tracker According to word received here . . . , . . , , ,, ! was a splendid specimen of manhood, 
today, the point where the body was ^jje usuai i0ju garments of kangaroo 
found was some forty rods distant Bkin he had exchanged for a light cov-
from where she embarked and the erlng of cotton cloth provided by the 
water where it was found was about police. He led a horse, so as to make 

time in the open country districts ten feet deep. 
"J. W. MoNown, of Mauston, Wis., 

•brother of the deceased, passed 

where the runaway's footsteps could 
be seen from a horse. The hunt was 

. very earnest, because the fugitive had 
through Eau Claire last evening on Btolen some cattle In Australia the 

his way to Rice Lake having been crime of cattle stealing is most se-
called thither by the sad news. . j verely dealt with and considered a seri-

"The body will be brought to Eau ous offense. 
Claire from Rice Lake tomorrow) offender was a well seasoned 
morning and will then be taken to Bushman, cunning and acquainted with 

t.Un 
the tactics of the trackers. Further-M&uston, Wis., ner old home, on the u 1 i - ^ , . . -^ - a. rv ^ , » more, he had two days' start of his 

11:10 Omaha passenger, in charge of pursuers. 
the 'brother of the deceased. To accompany a chase like this is 

"A Rice Lake dispatch says: . awesome, the utter silence and desola-
"Rice Lake, Wis., July 30.—Miss tion of the woods is so depressing. 

Clara McNown, a teacher in the' Then, too, the trails are deceptive, of-
manual training school here, en.gag-! *en leading to a deserted wood camp 
ed a rowboat last night and went beneatb a foliage so dense that it is 
out alone on the lake. The boat Impossible even to catch a glimpse of 

the sky. Darkness closes in very 
liveryman warned her that it looked quickly In the mountain regions, and 

" by nightfall the tracker and his em-like a storm and not to be out late. 
Her reply was: 

" 'Never mind, if I am not back 
by 9 1 will be in a safe place.' 

"This morning the empty boat was 

ployer were glad to reach an "accom
modation house," or rancher's home, 
where such as these were usually wel
comed and allowed to put up for the 

found near the east shore rieht side nIfiht At thls house the officer trled round near tne east snore right side t0 hear tIdingg of hls maD( but no one 

Into the woods again? After sharply 
examining the ground the troubled 
guide swum back and landed a few 
yards below his party. By his actions 
they saw tliat he had found the tracks 
again. The criminal bad Indeed crossed 
the river, but where had he gone after 
that? 

Trust a tracker to solve riddles of 
that sort! Suddenly he began uncover
ing the leaves and twigs between him 
and the other two men until he reach
ed them. They were sitting beneath a 
huge eucalyptus tree. 

"White feller no fool black feller!" 
he said, smiling, wet and ibreathless. 
Then it was seen that the fugitive had 
carefully covered up his tracks by 
walking backward. Strange to relate, 
these tracks terminated under the very 
tree where the party were seated. But 
apparently the man hunt was finished. 
The game had vanished into space! 

The tracker dashed into a thicket 
and hastily secured a strong, pliable 
vine, used by the natives to scale tree 
trunks too smooth to climb. This he 
threw about the tree and began to 
ascend it. The others looked on In as
tonishment. Up went the black until 
thirty fret in the air; then those below 
noticed that the main trunk of the tree 
had been broken off years before, form
ing a crotch for the new branches that 
had sprung up on either side. 

A most astonishing thing happened. 
Reaching down Into the hollow of the 
half dead tree trunk, the tracker seized 
something, at the same time 6houting 
to the officer beneath: "Boss, boss, I 
catch white feller! He play possum!" 

Out of the opening appeared a man's 
head, and a more wretched object 
could never have been seen. He was 
tousled, dirty, gaunt, half starved. 

In due course he paid the penalty of 
his crime. He said that, knowing a 
tracker would be put upon his trail, he 
had hoped to give him the impression 
that he had been drowned while swim
ming the river. 

Trackers have a horror of traveling 
after dark, being constantly in fear of 
meeting the bunyip, a fearful monster 
with glaring eyes, which they believe 
to be the spirit of an old aboriginal 
king who roams around the swampy 
land at night to catch black men. 
You can frighten trackers half out of 
their wits by telling them you will send 
the bunyip after them. They also be
lieve that a giant lives on mountain 
tops, waiting to kill them with a club; 
hence they never sleep on top of a 
mountain or near a swamp, always 
pitching their brush tents, or mimls, 
near a dry and level spot. Their only 
religious belief is that a big god who 
has been asleep for ages will one day 
awaken and eat up the whole world.— 
Pearson's Weekly. 

BIDED HIS TIME. 

up, and in it was her purse con
taining a small sum of money.. 

"Miss McNown recently same here 
from Eau tClaire. Her home was in 
Mauston. She stood high in educa
tional circles." 

MAY BE NEW KIND OF ^ 
POTATO AT MILLER 

• W(r -=4*1 ri" .1 „•> v' 
x 

Miller, S. D., Aug. 6.—Squire 
Kelley of this town has what may 
develop into a new specie of potato. 
He discovered some old last year's 
tubers in his cellar that lay on the 
dry floor with well matured potatoes 
bursting out from the center of 
them. Just how large the new po
tatoes will grow with only the old 
ones to nurture them is a problem; 
No vines were sent out "by the old 
potatoes, the young tubers being giv-, 
en the full benefit. • 

BLACK RUST ENTERS THE 

WHEAT FIELDS AT MILLER 

^5 
Miller, S. D., Aug. 6.—Charley 

Thomson, an authority on crops, has 
personally visited the fields in this 
vicinity and finds that wheat has 
been damaged about 10 per cent by 
black rust. The crop, however, will 
be 2i5 to 40 per cent better than last 
year v : notwithstanding. Harvesting 
is now more than half done, with 
f8®M£ble weather to finish. 

' 

BURGLARS ENTER A 

STORE AT HURON 

JJgv , " 
Huron, S. D., Aug. 6.^—Burglars 

gained, entrance by means of a 
transom la the front door of the gro
cery store and.; meat market of El
mer Newton ot this city. No clue 
to the criminals has yet been found. 

•8 from the grocery department 

had seen him. 
All the next day the black fellow led 

along as swiftly as possible. The way 
was extremely rough, and mile after 
mile was covered through wild silences 
until a stranger would surely think the 
guide was playing a losing game. At 
no time could they ride, and it was 
with great difficulty that they reached 
a sort of clearing, where the horses 
were tied and camp struck for the 
night. Tearing huge strips of bark 
from the trees and wrapping blankets 
around them, each lay on the concave 
surface of one for a bed and rested. 

At noon the next day a bushman's 
cabin was reached, and there the tired 
horses were tethered. The hunters 
then proceeded on foot. Another night 
in the forest, and the fourth day found 
these Intrepid hunters making their 
way through underbrush peculiar to 
Australia, called "lawyers and barris
ters," 'because its thorns and bram
bles catch one at every turn. Once the 
guide hesitated, turned back and struck 
off in another direction'down ah em
bankment, the rest tumbling after him.' 

A wild chase that must have Been! 
Two white men following the appar
ently mad actions of a black. fellow 
into places so remote that It would 
have been impossible to find the way 
out of them alone, but such is the con
fidence in that country in the faithful
ness and ability of a tracker. He 
now crawled for the greater part ou his 
hands and knees, minutely examining 
twigs and branches for Blgns of a fresh* 
ly broken passageway for the fugitive. 
Me was about ten feet ahead of the 
.others when he gave a subdued ex
clamation of delight, 

"1 catch white feller quick!" be said 
.and pointed to a scrap of cloth clinging 
to a broken twig. Four hours more 
and a river was reached. There in the 
damp earth of the bank tWo footprints 
were plainly seen. 

The tracker leaped into the river'; 
?JBnd struck out for the opposite "side. 
Emerging upon the other bank, he ran, 
gripping, for twenty feet or so? follow-
,#g footprints that had again, stopped 
At the water's edge. • ' 
u Then the trailer paused. He as 
„p!»lnly puzzled. What bad becomB of 
|lhe cattle thigf? Had h& refcrossed'tbe 

Patience and Persistence of the East 
Indian Trader.  

The patience of certain Indian traders 
is almost beyond belief. However, as 
a virtue is seldom a simple and single 
hearted affair, but usually consists of 
a mixture of several motives, it is safe 
to conclude that greed mingled with a 
good share of obstinacy goes to make 
up the measure of these peddlers' pa
tience. It thus becomes only a passive 
form of the persistence which belongs 
to the skillful trader everywhere. A. 
D. McCormick in "An Artist In the 
Himalayas" gives an account of a 
transaction in which he had a part. 

He was camping in the mountain re
gion, and merchants were continually 
coming to his tent in the hope of dis
posing of their wares. They did not 
seem to mind if their goods were not 
bought 

"Only just look at this beautiful wor-
rik, sahib," said one. 

"I am too busy," replied Mr. McCor
mick. 

"Oh, I don't mind. I'll wait" Y 
At the end of the day there was the 

trader. 
"I want to show sahib this beautiful 

ring." 
"I don't' want any ring," insisted 

"sahib." "Go!" 
"But sahib, I sell this ring very 

cheap." 
"I tell you I don't want it!" 
"I wait hazor (highness). If sahib 

only see tiie ring he will buy." 
The next morning he was seated 

about 100 yards from the tent gazing 
into space. Two hours later he was 
in the same position. At nightfall he 
•was still there. Mr. McCormick could 
stand it no longer. 

CAN0VA CITIZENS CAPTURE 
.'•v 

THIEVES IN NIGHT CHASE' ' 

Canova, S. D., Aug. 6.—That since 
the bank robbery last year Canova 
citizens are sleeping on their fire
arms and are ready to respond im
mediately to a burglar alarm, was, 
made evident here last night, when 
two robbers were surrounded in the 
hardware store of S. E. Strobel, and 
after shots were exchanged, were 
compelled to surrender. Enough men 
and firearms of various makes were 
assembled about the building to have 
captured a score of "bad men." 

The pair that were taken into cus
tody gave their names as Jack Mil
ler and Alien and said St. Louis 
was their home. Allen was wound
ed, but his recovery is expected. 

The store was broken into at 
about 2 o'clock in the morning. 
George Battey, after closing his bar
ber shop, directly acress the street, 
noticed a light in the store, and upon 
investigation he found that there 
were persons going through the ; 
building. He called the deputy sher
iff and town marshal and as many 
other men as he could arouse, and 
they surrounded the building. 

The men inside tried first to make 
their escape by the rear door where 
they had entered, but were met by 
F. N. Dexter and J. P. Duffy, who 
ordered them to surrender. The 
robbers thereupon returned to the 
front of the store and fired a shot 
with a shotgun at the rear door, 
and turning, shot also at the front 
window. Levi Fisher, who was in 
the street with a repeating shotgun, 
aimed at the spot where he had seen 
a gun flash and fired four shots. 

For a short space of time all was 
still and then one of the men in the 
store said they wished to surrender, 
as one of them had been shot. They 
then came out of the front window 
through which the shooting had 
been done, and were taken in charge 
by the officers. They were taken 
to Dr. McNamee's office, where Dr. 
Sprague dressed the wounds of Allen 
after which they were locked up, lat
er being taken to Howard and turn
ed over to the sheriff. 

These two young men had been, 
about town for about a week before 
attempting the burglary and passed 
as harvest hands. 

PICKLER-HOY WEDDING 

INJURED BRAKEMAN 

v > IN SERIOUS CONDITION 

Huron, S. D., Aug. 6.-—Peter John
son of this city, who was the vic
tim of a sad accidant at Lake Ben
ton a few days since has been taken 
to the hospital at Rochester and is 
in a serious condition. Mr. John
son was making his first trip as a 
brakeman on the Northwestern road, 
and while switching fell between the 
cars, which passed over him, cutting 
off both legs. ^ 

Notice of Mortgage Sale 

J 

Ex-Congressman's Daughter Wife of 

Meadow, S. D., Editor 

Faulkton, S. D., Aug. 6.—Miss 
Madge Emily Pickler, daughter ot 
ex-Congressman Pickler, and N. E. 
Hoy were married here today. The 
bride is a member of one of the 
county's pioneer families. The groom 
is the editor of the Grand Valley 
Herald, of Meadow, S. D. After a 
honeymoon in Colorado, tbe couple 
will be home at Meadow. 

About $13 was taken from the cash j. ,, 

and landed on either bask, then struck 

ring!" he called. "What do you want 
for it?" 

"Oh, hazor, it is a beautiful ring! 1 
made it myself!" J i: 

"Here, you old scandal, this isn't a 
stone—it's a piece of glassl" 

"Oh, sahib, e-stone Is good e-stone. 
Oil-lass, nor' 
"Well, what do you want for it, you 

swindle?" 
"Fifty rupees." 
/'Make tracks quick! I wouldn't give 

more than ten i" ! 
Tbe next day the merchant reappear

ed, offering the ring for 45 rupees; the 
day after he came down to twenty; 
the third his price was teu 

"Sahib said he would give ten!" he 
Insisted. • • •• •• 

Mr. McCormick finally:in desperation 
handed out 10 rupees, and the trader 
went away smiling,.having fairly bored 
his way to success^ -

Potter Waspa at Work. v. fsfsx 
The family eumenldae. orv solitary 

wasps, contain Boma tburious workers, 
gome are mlners- and dig tiny tunnels 
In the earth; some are carpenters and 
cut channels In wood and then divide 
the space la to chambers by partitions 
ot mod; some build oval or globelike 
nlud nests <m, branches or twigs. This 
bomct .may t^Lpartitioned into several 
tiny roouft, law 'which are put various 
sinaij, insects ea$tare<l by the mother 
wasp and upon which the young wasps 

'Default having been made in the Ip 
condition of a certain, mortgage giv-
en by Julia H. Schmockel, mortgagor, 

"Show me the;to W. H. Caldwell, of Aberdeen, $3? 

mm 

Brown County, South Dakota, mort-
gagee, upon the premises hereinaf-
ter described, dated May 20th, 1905, 
and recorded in the office of the Re-
gister of (Deeds of Brown County, | 
South Dakota on the 20 th day of . 
May, 1905, in book 119 of mortgages 
on page 5i28, and there is claimed > 
to be due upon said mortgage at the \ 
date of this notice Four Hundred " 
Thirty-JFive ($435) Dollars in prin- ' 
cipal and Interest amounting in all 
to the sum of Four Hundred Thirty-
Five (435) Dollars. 

Notice is Hereby Given, that said 
mortgage will be foreclosed by a sale 
or the mortgaged premises herein
after described by, the Sheriff of 
Brown County, South Dakota, or his 
Deputy,, at the front door of the 
pourt House in the City of Aberdeen 
?o+iT^ County, South Dakota, on the 

i'cl5ckayinf Stefmber' 1908' at ten ^ o ciock in the forenoon, to satisfy 
af1°unt due upon said mortgage 

atefl la the City of AbeSSln?CouSy' 
a-th'SSS 

-Tire seventy-five (751 nf t! block 
Lloyd's Addition tn A?a*,erty and 

cording to the ni«+ •^erdeen, ac-
in the office of th* n JiTeot re?sorded , 
for Brown Countv a6g?? r ot DeedB 

Dated this Dakota-
—W if row aX 01 J«*y. 1908. 

—Crofoot t 

Ml Joly SeM „ *• 


