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The week before Christmas is looked on
by theatrical managers geberally as  the
pooreat of the year in their line of business,
and cortuinly the one just closed In this city
hax been no exception to the rule. Businesa
waa good at both play houses until the
Cliristmas ehopping and what not set in to
keop people busy, but that waesn’t a marker
to what It will be during the hollidays and
afterwards—eo say the prophetic managers,
This slump always comes before Christmas,
the manager makes allowances for it and
Is prepared to meel It Just as the dry goods
merchant expects a Adull sesason after the
bollday rush Is ull over and makes his plans
accordingly. No one Is surprised when It
comos and ke the youthful phllosopher who
consoled himself for his brulses by the
thought he'd feel 50 much botter when they
quit hurting, the manager closed his ayes to
tho empty seatn of last week and dreamed
gleefully of the crowded houses of the week
opening today, when the theatergoer must
lovk out for the hollday crowds that gobble
up all the good seats In short order and send
Jate comers to the gallery,

Thers was nothing at elther the Orpheum
or Hoyd's 1ast week of which a review would
moke Interesting reading. At the Boyd
during the first part of the week Hoyt's "A
Contented Woman' was  presenied with
Bella Archer in the leadiug role. Miss
Archer is an artist and the play la one of
Hoyt's best, yet it has heen seen here often
enough befors to have become passe and
therofore recelved unusually small patron-
nge,

At the Orpheum thers geemed to be no let
down in the interesting vaudeville program
that this new*and rapldly becoming popu-
lar amusement resort has prosented since
its opening three weeks ago, Leonldas’
tralned cats and dogs belng an especially
amusing feature,

IFor the coming week two plays that have
packed houses during long runs In eastern
theatera will have their Initial presentation
to Omaha audlences at Boyd's, They are
“What Happened to Jones,"” a comedy In
which Harry Corsom Clarke, formerly with
tha Frawley Stock company of San Fran-
cisco, I8 the brigh® osartlcular star and
which will be seon the firat flve nighta of
the week, and that irresistably funny little
comedian, Frank I nlels, the lust two
nights of the week In what Is sald to be
Harry B. 8mith and Vietor Herhert's best
womic opera, “The Idol's Eye." This plece
made such a bit In the far east last yvear
that Mr. Danlels could get no farther west
than Detroit with It, much to the disap-
poiniment of lotal theatergoers,

At the Crelghton -Orpheum Manager Ros-
onthal has booked for the week what he
euys 18 o bill as strong as any of |ts prede-
CeEs0ra,

“Cyrano de Bergerac" was given presenta-
tion in sixteen different clties last week and
etill the craze goes on seemingly gathering
force as It travels. In Chicago seats are
#clling for the Manefleld performance of
this same poetle French drama two weeks
in advance and night after night people are
unable to galn admission. Yet the oritics
gay it Is not a play for the masses as was
“Trifby." Nevertheless, Du Maurler's play
protected as It was by copyright, never en-
Joyed such astonlshing proeperity with all
the efforts made in its behalf,

Strange and unaccountable are these accl-
dental successes of the stage. No one, not
even Coquelln, who originally produced
"Cyrano,"” ever expected so prodigious and
continual a success until nearly all Paris
wiad trlking of hls master effort am the
swashbuckling hero with the big nose. Aftor
& run of five months this great French
actor was advised to take both play and
company to London. There Irviog and
Mansfield saw it and it Is reported that
the Ameriean actor sat through a half dozen
performances of It before flnally deciding
to attempt its Introduetion to New York
audiences. Had the manuscript been given
him firat hand it would In all probability
have besn rejected. Great actors, despite
all thelr boasts as to thelr intense interest
in thelr art, are In a large measure “‘sure
thing players,” as the sporting fraternity
would express {t. They are all eager to
secure a success after some one, other than
themselves, has rlsked the experiment and
proved It to be such: but they are most
chary of attempting anything gulded solely
by the strength of their own jJudgment.
Wiaely =0, no doubt, for they have learned
thnt art must have the substantial support
of commensurate earnings and that plays of
great excellence are many times rejected
by the public without regard whatever for
thelr art worth. “Cyrano' was tried be.
canse of necessity by Coquelin, Both Paris
and London aceeptod It. Hence, the sudden
managerinl demand for it in Amerlca.

Hobeon, the naval hero, held a kilssing
reception at the Coates house the day that
he pasged through Kaneas Clty last week
and the Chicago Chronicle’'s representative
telegraphed the followlng Interesting little
In¢ident to his paper: “A gqueenly looking
womupn, dressed magnificently and with a
bearing that attracted especial attentlon,
approached Hobeon In her turn. She was
tall enough to almost look him In the eyea
on the level, and thers was silence as the
two met. They gazed at each other search-
ingly for am Instant, then a smile broke out
on ecach face and the woman, clasping handa
with the Heutenant, gueried In a soft, yet
distinet volee:

‘“‘May 1 enjoy the sweets of life, too?

*Well, T guess,” came the return, and the
brave man plllowed her head wupon  his
ahouldeg, He was dellbérate about this, anat
the crowd watched the performance with
bated breath. The woman knew how and
Hobson koew how, and there wne a long
drawn out 'Ah-ah-ah-ah-ah!

“They lngered over it  Evidently both
wore enjoying it and before the falr head
left the brave man's breast Flobson had
taken another, just for lueck. As the woman
raised lber head she sald softly: ‘You are
all right on dress parade. 1 wonder how
you are on duty.’

“The woman was Pauline Hall,
opern singer.”

the comic

The theatrical mapagers down east are
just beginning to discover the fact that
pill board and window advertising Is a
costly evil and this is what one of the most
prominent of them sald to the Dramatle
Mirror in New York City last weel:

“The mothod of advertising a theatrical
attrivstion by priotkog in the windows and on
the boards should long ago have become ob-
polete. It is a rellc of o cruda age, 1 De-
leve much better results could be secured
through newspaper advertlsing at a com-
paratively small expense and with many
pdvantages not now enjoyed. One of the
advantages would be a cutting off of thou-
sands of deadheads, the accommodation of
whom cuts down the possibilities of profit
disheartentngly. Once a deadhead always
a deadkead. The present method has edu-
cated a deadhead publie that never will pay
to g0 into a theater

“Moreover, 1 belleve that the existence of
the popular-priced enterprise 1s threatened
by this evil of ‘printing.' Local managers
do not geem to have any ldea of the cost of
printing to an attraction and they bave an
oxaggerated ddea of Its valus, No matter
how much 18 furnished to them, they still
ery for more and all they get means just so
many deadhead tiekets to provide for and
the cutting down of possible profit, as well
as the adding of expensy to the comblna-
tlon, It bas come to such a pass that the
printing bills almost swamp & popular-price
atiraction not & nolable money muker, The

more printing there |s displaysd the lesa
money the attraction Is likely to play to.
What good did printing do any of the shows
on the road in the west during the recent
savere atorms? The window work was all

frozen out of sight and the billboards wers |

covernd with lee and snow, to say nothing
of the fact that there was nobody on the
streets loking for theatrical printing, Yet
all the printing put out in the storm cost

money and the putting of it out brought ro |

the theatern many deadheads. It fs an
abuse that must step or be modified if there

Is to remaln In the business any money for |

the combination manager, or, for that mat-
ter, for the theater manager.'”

That Omaha I8 not a cheap town theatrl-
oally and Is willing to pay well for good
peats 18 evidenced by the very ollm at-
tendance In the gallerles of the wvarious
theatera of the city, particularly at the high
class vaudeville theaters where A good but

lofty mcat can be had for the smallest of sll- |

ver colns. The galleries here contain outside

of Sunday nights but a handful of people

and they are almost wholly confined to the
street gamin clase to whom auy price looks
large.
gallery in one of the sections of the houds
which iz always filled and it ls not all the
pewsboy and bootblack class, AL every per-
formance there I1s a plentiful sprinkling of
women. It Is & favorite place for the young
clerks In the department stores and offices
about the town, whoae salarles wlll not per-
mit them to spend many dimes for thelr
own amusement. It may be that the work-
aday classes In Omaha are better pald than
thoee In the east and they can afford better
seata and then It may be pride. There Is
one thing, however, about the eastern gal-
lery habitues, they are in the same seata
several nights during the week, as they

have the vaudeville habit, while the Omaha |
theater goer goes to the theater but once |

during the week unless he happens to be
affected with this habit, which &eems to
be rapldly taking root {n Omaha. Perform-
ers misa the gallery crowds here. Just
watch a performer opening In & new ecity
and to whom does he play and play his
best? the well-dressed peoplp In the pnr-
quette and balcony? No, Indeed, While he
or she may apparently be striving to galn
the approval of the lower floors the ap-
proval of the gallery crities la what the
artist Is looking for. Hearly applause fol-
lowing an artlst's exit from the stage [rom
the lofty “'nigger heaven'' advises him that
the act Is all right.

Refined acts, that 1t would seem would go
over the heads of the gallery crities are re-
viewed by them and approved or disap-
proved. Possibly when high-class vaude-
ville shall have become & reigning fad in
this city the galleries will fil up more.

Coming Events,

Doubtless every reader of theatrical mat-
ter locally has found his eyes attracted by
tha uniquely named card at the Boyd next
week, "What Happened to Jones.' The
management of the Broadhurst proposition
has taken advantage of the interrogative
cognomen and made all sorts of plays upon
ft, s0o that from the Infinita variety of
gources for reaching the publle the commu-
nity Is well Informed that the play is said
to be a healthy, clean farce, that la bound-
less almost in its merriment and which al-
most contains the absolute guaranty that
It will send even vour regular theatergoer
home highly delighted after an evening with
4t. Mr. Broadhurst, who |2 also responsible
for “Why Smith Left Home,"” gave Chlcage
the first opportunity to laugh at “‘Jones.'
The critics had all sorts of pleasant things
to say about it and the production as &
whole was highly praised, The story Is one
that naturally arouses anticipation; but just
“What Happened to Jones'" must remain un-
answered in these lines for the simple
rcason that the Broadhurst management will
allow that question to be answered by the
audiences at seven performances this weck,
beginning with this afternoon’s matinee,
without an intimation (n advance from the
suthor or his representatives. The ocom-
pany, which ls headed by Harry Corson
Clarke, and includes the daughter of Major
General Young, U. 8. A., who won fame at
Santingo, is sald to be a particularly strons
and well balunced one. The sale of seats
for this afternoon and evening's perform-
ances has been unusually large,

The closing days of the week will need no
cemmendation to any lover of comedy. Its
ecentrnl figure will be Frank Daniels, who
returns to Omaha after an absence of two
vears, to present & new creation in comle
operi by those two talentod young Amer-
leans, Harry B, 8mith and Victor Herbert,
who have been gquite frequently referred to
by eastern critics as the Gilbert and Sulll-
van of America, entitled '"The Idol's Eye."
This opera has recelved warm pralse and
attracted large patronage fr eastern theatri-
cal centers, where ita" success last YEAr wis
unprecedented. Mr. Danlels' work, always
of a superiative character in comedy, s de-
clared by critles to be superior In this cre-
atlon to apything he bas ever done and to
those who have seen him In *'Little Puck,
“A Rag Baby'" and “The Wizard of the
Nile,” this meane much. *'The ldol's Eye"
Is pronounced to he one of the funnlest
creations ever seen on the comle opera
stage. His engagement here will be for
only three performances, Friday and Sat-
urday evenings and Baturday afternoon
matinee, At one of them he will present

| Daniels this season

1 equipose,

“The Wizard of the Nile," appearing at the

other two in his new favorite.
| He goes from Omaha to fulfill =
long engagement on the Paclfic coast,
where he has pot been since the davs of

“Little Puck.” The company supporting Mr.,
contains many well
known artists, Including Alf €. Wheelan,
Will Danforth, John B, Park, Norma Kopp,
Helen Redmond and Kate Uart., The scenery
and costumes are elaborats and rich and
the score teems with pleasing melodles and
topical songs, abounding in what are termea
by Mr. Daniels as “whistlers,” alrs which
the public Is heard trying to whistle after
hearing them. Lovers of comie opera all
know and appreciate Frank Danlels and
will readily conclude that his unew offering
is & meritorious one.

Thoee who contemplate visiting the
Crelghton-Orpheum Sunday, when the new
Christmas bill Is to be glven {ts first pro-
dietion, cannot bulld thelr anticipations too
high, In addition to the regular matinee
this afternoon an extra Christmas matinee
will be given Monday afternoon. The two
blg feature acts of the bill are those of the
three wisters Macarte and the five Castil-
lans. The former are beautiful women who
are sald to be absolute masters of the art of
They are Europeans and are big
favorites across the pond and thelr Amerl-
can tour has won them fame, The fAve Cas-
tillans, whose real identities are Frank Wes-
son, Lottle Walters, Frankle Jones, Margaret
Shaw and Billy Marble, enact a one-act
comedietts entitled “A Game of Wits," an
abridged edition of Owen Towne's comedy
drama “In Ol4 Madrid." All of the Cas-
tillang  are footlight favorites. Frankie
Jones was the star in “In O1d Madrid'™ for
three seasons and Frank Wesson and Lottle
\\'altrrn were the Imlum one season wlth

“Old Tennessee” and “A Booming Town.'
All of the older generation know old Bifty
Marble, the famous comedian. Kunockabout
Comedians Topack and Steele do an act in
which they bandle each other like rag dolbs.
They have a most extensive repertolre of
funoy aod grotesque falls aod humorous
contortions. The man with 100 faces, Harry

Alister, glves bMupersonations which are

In all of the large eastern citles the |

THE OMAHA

sald to be startling In their falthfulness,
The Gleasons, John and Bertha, do a refined
ainging and dancing act and BE. M. Hall, the
celetirated mingirel, entertnins on the banjo,
siugs and dances and tells funny stories
Ordway and Rand, the creators of acrobatie
work on moving bicvoles, will Introduce It
to Omaha for the first time.
| In comedy makeup, one being & tramp. The
| act 18 productive of a great many hearty
Faughse. Bartell and Morris bave a mualeal
| apecialty that s sald to be decldedly new
and unigue.
credit of having more curlous, grotesque
| and original musical instruments than any
team in the profession.

Plnys ond Players,

Sousa is sald to be writing an opera for
Walter Jones.

Sandow, the strong man, ls taking lessons
In singing In Parls.

Effie Ellsler, of “Hnzel Kirke'' fame, pro-
posca to return to the stage.

Richard Mansfleld once plaved Koko
“"Tho Mikado' very succes=fully,

Henry E. Dixey ls to play Mulllgan in the
Acndemy of Music revival of *“Her Atone-
ment."”

It is not &t all an unlikely fact that Olga ,
in the

Netherscle will locate permanently
| United States,

A new play belng writien for Julia Mar-
lowe Is sald to be based on the story of
Darbara Frietchle.

During his starring eareer of fifteen years
Roland Reed has produced sixteen plays and
William H. Crane nine,
| The late Fanny Davemport's first stage pic-

ture, taken in 1557, shows her as Puck In

“Midsummer Night's Dream.”

A pmdurtiun of Zangwill'a dramatization
of his novel, "Children of the Ghetto,' Is
| announc ed for October, 1868, in New York.

Wednesday matinees of “Kate Kip, Buyer,”
at the Bijou, lest she should overtax her
voioe,

Hall Calne satled for England last Tues-
' day to attend to the difficulties that have
arisen between him and Wilson Barrett eon-
coerning “The Christlan.”

John Phillp Sousa is at Lakewood recov-
ering from hils recent lllness. By present
arrungements his band will resume s tour
on January 20 in Baltlmore.

Harry B Smith, the well-known llbrettist,
is preparing a travesty on Phroso, the latest
Anthoty Hope success, which recemtly had
fte Initial production in Boston,

At the close of the present season with
“"The White Haather” company. now play-
ing at the Walnut Street theater, Phila-
delphla, Miss Rose Coghlan salls for Eng-
land.

The new

l)t!l{nveu-ﬁmlth opera, “‘The
|Three Dragoons,’ s announced for produc-
tlon January 16 at the Broadway theater,
1\3\\ York. Marguerite Lemon will be the
priina donnn.

Hoyt's new play, “A Day and Night in
New York,' Ie belng severely criticized by
the eastern mewspaper eritics, who say that
his plays once were but have long Slnce
ceased to be funny,

Virginia Harned emphatically denfes the
Atory that she I8 to leave the company of
her husband, B, H. Sothern, to star by her-
gelf  She will sail for Europe shortly in
order to enjoy a few months’ rest after a
long and arduous period of work.

It has heon practically settled that
operatie revival which {8 to be made at

“lLa Belle Helene,” amd Lillilan Russell,
Paullne Hall, Thomas (. Seabrooke and two
or three lesser celebrities are to appear in
the cast,

Brooklyn firemen hear with mixed feelings
that Kate Claxton has leased the Park the-
ater in that city and will begin her man-
agerial  career by presenting “The Two
Orphans."
appeared on the night of the terrible fire
ln Mra, Conway's Brooklyn theater twenty
years ago, when scores of persons were cre-
mated.

The Yale students gave Anna Held a tre-
mendous ovation when she danced upon the
New Haven stage the other night in a Yale
gweater. The aftermoon and evening per-
formance of “The French Mald,"” in which
Anna Is fentured, drew over $2,100, It Is an
open secret that Misa Held will soon essay
musical plays from Judic's popular repe-
tolre.

One of the firet persona Blanche Walsh
ever saw upon the stage was Fanny Davens
port, and in her childish enthusiasm and
ambltiom  she frequently declared to
mother that she hoped some day that she
might become 88 great an actress as Miss
Davenport. Her mother used to tell her in
these tlmes of confidence that perhaps she
might some day reach that then s=o far-
away goal, a prediction which now blds falr
to he reallzed.

The latest news from Heory Irving de-
clares that he ls en the road to complete
recovery. At late as November 26 he was
sald to be merely “weatherbound'” In Glas-
gow. Hls Inteatlon at that time was to go
to Brig of Allan, near Stirling, to spend two
or three woeks before going to Lomdon. He
has been adviged to take a thomough rest,
In order to regain his strength, before re-
turning to the stage. It has been definitoly
sottled that he will visk America next Oe-
tober,

Today there will be celebrated the feast of
love and peace in the churches of the land.

The noblest strains of music will be em-
ployed in singing the commemoration of the
Messlah's birth. The sunllght of heaven,
softened by myriads of stained giasa hues,
will fall upon altars, chancels and alsles
profusely decoprated with the holly and the
fir. Less pretentious places of worship will
be brightened by the red berry and the
green leaf, Bult no place of worship will be
%0 humble nor will any congregation be so
mixed as that which first assembled in a
certain stable In the town of Bethlehem.

There was no grand organ there, whose
majestic peal thrilled the listening world;
Ingtead there was a cholr of angels, and
the morning stars sang togother.

the people to worship, but instead sacrifice
was offered in the form of gold, frank-
Incense and myrrh by the Magl, wise men
with much lore hidden away In their hearts,
dressed not In priestly vestments, but in
the richly broidered robes of the mystie
orlent. Mo Htanles were sald on that event-
ful morning. but the poor, wondering
shepherds knelt and worshipped, in faith and
in aincerity, The oxen were surprised at
the strange Intrusion, doubtless, but there
was no room ip the inn,

And now, this same child, whose birth
took place in a stable, or more properly a
byre, whom kings and sages came 10 wor-
ship In great humility, this child, bhaving
passed through the world and made It better,
is today the ohject of all worship, today
homage and reverence unite in adoration of
the Prince of Peace.  Anthems of gratula-
tion, pavans of gladness, carols of parration
and chantings of glorification Ml the sacred
edifices which are dedicated to the
Kings. the Lord of Hosts, formerly the little
child who was born one day in & manger at
Bethlehem,

The message of the Chrisimas can be ac-
cepted by the musiclan as well as by the
layman, To the musician peace and good
will. They who make musical the services
of Christmas should certainly feel the true
Spirit of Peace within themaelves. While
musiclans are not
with a superfluity of ocostly Mxurivs and
much wealth of the east, and are conse-
quently not noted for the valuable and hand-
some presents they glve each other, yet it
would not cost much to give
& greeting of pleasant goxd will, and how
ueeless it {s to carry grudges over Christmas
and into & new year,

Some people would not be satisfied If they
did por find a grudge on the Chrisimas
tree, They will even f11 stockings with
grudges just to show what very smart peo-
ple they can bhe, The artistic temperament,
it is to be presumaed, s largely responsibbe
for this, sensitive, delicate ang refined am it

DAILY BEE:

The act is done |

These gentlemen are glven the |

May Irwin has decided to discomtinue the |

SUNDAY,

and spoll the vines.

Lot the little foxes be killed at this beautl-
ful season of the year, and let the time be
suggestive of a real living practical
“Christmas Carol.”"

He wae only an organlst. Hia apparel
was not as styllsh as that of the tenor,
The basso had a fine new ulster, trimmed
with fur of rich color and much warmih,
But the organist was wearing the coat

which had seen many winters, and which |

hud recently beem repalred by the kindness
of his talented pupil who was also poor.
This pupil was hils one source of pride.
She played at the early services and on
holy days.

In the chancel, what difference did It
make about clothing? The casock and the
cotta leveled all differences of costume,
and the organist forgot that he was poor,

But he had a family of seven children,
and It was Christmastide. Children would
expect Santa Claus and if he dld not come
they would be dlsappointed, for they did
not lve in Athens, where Santa Claus (s
merely & myth,

And thnt was one reason why Herbert
King wore his overcoat g0 many years,
Each Chrietmas he had Intended to Invest
In a new one, But each Christmas the
thought was banished from his mind by the
fact that he bad to pay the fare for Santa
Claus, so that his children should have the
annual visit,

This particular morning, when the events
of this story took place, the organist had
dlstributed his muele, and bhad placed the
number of the hymna in the rack provided
for the purpose, and as he sat In the ves-
try his heart was sad. The night before,
his soprano was taken sick with a severe
nervous attack, while the rehearsal was In
progress and the customary 'Rejolce
Greatly' eolo from ‘“The Messiah" must be
omitted. In addition to that there were
solos In both anthems, In the Te Deum and
in other parts of the service. In fact a
good soprano soloist was a necessity. This
would have been bad enough, but when Mr,
Herbert King reflected upon the fact that
his salary was already overdrawn and that
he had not been able to have a Christmas
present for any of the children, his heart
was almost broken. Then, too, he had on
the program an anthem of his own, which

the !

the New York Caslno In January will be .

This ls the plece in which she |

her |

.(lrgulllnt of Bt, Mark's.

Noclergyman with cassock or surplice called '

King ot !

generally overburdened |

to cach other |

was a very elaborate composition and
which he had invited Mr. Rosenstein, the
publisher, to hear. For Mr, King had

| written many good works, but could never
find a publisher, a thing which sometimes
| happens in these hurrying, bustiing day of
. ours,
! Befors coming to church that morning
the organist had sald to his children: “My
dears, Santa Claus Is 0 busy this year that
he may be late. He has so many miles to
| travel that he cannot possibly manage to
get hils trips arranged that everyone will
be vised on Christmas eve; perhaps he
| will come today. And thus, brightening
the vista of the children, he went forth
to his church, pulling on his old ulster

and tearing another seam to add to his
gricf. But he was still hopeful. *‘Per-
hups,” he sald to himself, “the treasurer

will let me have just five dollars on next
month's account., I will sesa him, and
aurely he could not refuse at Christmas
time.”” Perhaps the soprano would be bet-
ter, and perhaps his composition would go
all right anyway, with the substitute.

Just as he was hurrying to the church he
met the treasurer's son who sang in the
cholr and who was golng to dellver some
gifts of the season before church time.

“Narry Christmas'” sang out the bright
young fellow as he ran up against the or-
ganist,

“Same to you,” replied the muslcian, In
as cheery a volee as he could command.

boy; “he missed his train yesterday.”

And with this significant remark the boy
passed on,

The organist, feeling that his last friend
was gone, proceeded to the church. Now,
no Christmas for his childres,

And in what a humor he was to play the
brilliant, bappy, joyous music of Christ-
mas, 2

As he sat musing he looked up at the
clock and discovered that he had come to
church much too early. In his anxlely
nbout the rehearsal the night before he had
forgotten to wind the lttle clock whieh
woke him up week mornings and so 1t had
stopped at 10 o'clock. The clock 1n the vestry
now polnted to 9:30 and he was surprisad.
But not half as surprised as he was when a
knock came to the deoor and In walked his
organ pupll—hls protege. “‘Oh, Mr. King'"
sald she, "I was at the opern last night and
I heurd Madame sing '‘Marguerite.! T
will never forget IL. In the last act of
‘Faust' the musle Is always grand and to
e seams (0 get grander and greater until
she sings away up in the clouds, as it were.
Oh, bow she did sing It; #t seemed as
' though she wers really soaring to heaven,
aond not merely acting."”

“Well," sald the organist, “and how 4ld
vou get o the opera? You surely did not
go to the gallery alone.'

*‘No, Indeed,” replied the girl. “I got a
ticket from the prima donna herself—{rom
‘Marguerite,” mind you." And the young
girl seemed alated with entbusiasm and also
with pride at being seemingly the friend of
a greal artist. She had met Madame
at the home of one of the prima donpa's
friends, whom she always visied when she
came 1o the city to open her season, Mra,
Thompson, her friend, had always been
deeply interested In Mary, the little deputy
And on Christmas
eve Mary had been sewing for Mrs. Thomp-
son and talking about how much she would
like to he a great musiclan, to be & great
necompanlat—anything so that she could
live In the atmosphere of art, where she
would meet the wonderful singers and aot-
resses lu grand opera. So, Mre. Thompson,
pleased with the ambition,
to hear her play, Madame was
pleased with the young organist that she
asked her who her Instructor was and all
about hia lfe, Mary told her how he had
great ability, that he mas a master at the
organ, a glant in composing, and all the
unstinted praise that her grateful young

heart could afford was showered upon tne |

ahsent teacher and organist. She told of
how Mr. King had denled himself almost
evarything since his wife dled, so that the
children would not feel too strongly the
death of their dear mother, “‘She was a fine
ginger,” sald Mary, “and she died about
Christmas time, many years ago. The last
thing she sang was ‘Rejolce Greatly," and
that Ils why Mr. King is so sad at this
time of the year' &b the singer asked the
girl to play the accompanlment for her to
the great Christmns solo, and picking a
copy of the “Messinh' from Mrs, Thomp-

| aon's plano she played, and then the grand

oA,

volce soared out and JMury was enraptured.
£o much so that she forgot herself and gave
herself up to the accompaniment. With
accuracy and ease she played It to the sing-
er's complete satlsfaction and then with

| words of encouragement to Mary and an |

order for a tlcket and a promise to ass!st her
some of theae days, she left the room.

S0 now, with pride Mary told the organist
about her visit to the opera ns the guest of
Madame The poor fellow was so
crushed with his troubles that he could not
enter heartily into Mary's joy, and quickly
she noticed that there was something the
muatter. It required but a short time for
her (o learn the facts, and with alarming
epred she rushed from the church to see
If the regular soprano would be able to
sing.

The organist bgcame more and more ex-
elted and nervous ns the time for the service
approached and he was pacing up and dowa
the hall of the lower part of the church,
where the cheir met, thinking what he
should do.

DECEMBER 25,
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“Papa is coming home tonight,” mald the

1898,

— —

Ml‘!l MENTS,

——

MERRY CHRISTMAS  wocoe MERRY HRI%’N}}{\% |
—Matinee Today— g g Omaha’s |
Any Seat Society Vaudeville
25¢, " TEL 1831, Theater.
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Knock About Comedlans,
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Any Seat 2_c.
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ALLISTER

The Man with 100 l-’lcea

PRICES NEVER CHANGING—E5NNG-

ORDWAY AND RAND

o\‘ Comedy Trick
*'ﬁg P.. Bleyclists,
E. M. HALL | BARTELL .
The Famy¢
st 20 hemeue | AND MORRIS S
Singer and Dancer. | yrp.pa.date Musical Artists, <
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half an hour and It wanted but twenty min-
utes of the time for the organ prelude and
the processional hymn., A door suddenly
opened and a lady dressed In furs came
rapidly In and, removing her outer wraps,
she ®ald to the organist: “Are you Mr.
King?' Recelving an answer In the af-
firmative, sbe went on to say that she had
been sent as a substitute for the regular so-
prano, Completely astonighed by the man-
ner and actlon of the woman he led her to
the cholr room, where, sitting down to Lhe
plano, she hummed the first measures of a
Christmas hymn. Carried away by the
beauty of the voice the organist forgot all
about his own substitute and Inwardly
vowed that be would secure this soprane
permanently. She sang through the solos
for the service, sotto voece, and sald that
no rehearsal would be required for the “Re-
jolce Greatly."

The curate entered the chulr room fully
robed and the organist hurried to his place.

The service was magnlficently glven. The
mugeic had eclipsed all previous occasions
aud every one wauted to know who the so-
prano was. The chairman of the music com-
mittee even came and asked the argaunist.
Together they went to the cholr room after
the postlude, but the soprano had gone, no
ona knew where. The aforesald chalrman
sald to the organist that he wns so well
pleased with the muslc recently that, be-
ginning January 1, the appropriation for
music would be increased. The Increase wos
a handsome one and enabled the organls: to
buy & new overcoat.

When the organist went home he found
the children wild with delight over a selec-
tion of toys, books, candy, dolls and menag-
eries which would have dagzled AMddin,
Surprise was followed by astonlshment when
he plcked up a card on which were written
these words:

“Santa Claus sends these things in mem-
ory of one who sang 'Rejoice Greatly' years
ago."

Mary did not como back to the arganist
that day. The next morning he met her and
sald, ""Mary, how did you llke the soprauno
yesterday?'' She replled, “I did not hear
her.”  ““What, did you not come back to
church after you left me in the morning?"
Muary answered that she did not, and when
Herbert King toM her of the wonderful
\ro:ca of the substitute soprano, Mary simply
sald:

“l1 am going to hear her tonight. She is
to sing ‘Marguerite’ again."

THOMAS J. KELLY,

Munlcal Notes.

The Masonic lodges of this city will be en-
tertained at Masonie hall Thuraday evening,
December 29, with a program consisting of
voeal and (nstrumental gtumbers and recita-
tlona under the direction of Mr. E. M. Jones,
asalsted by Mre, W. N, Dorward, Miss Ayres,
Miss Holtorf, Miss SBeward, Mra, E. M, Jones,
Messrs. Breckenridge, Treynor, Cook, Balley
and Barton. Conslderable interest Is being
taken In musle in the different Masonic
bodies und it Is expected they will soon have
a fine large plpe organ and there is also
some talk of purchasing a grand piano,

Miss Officer, who is spending the holldays
in Chicago, writes that there has been a
feast of great comeerts the last week. The
two Christmmas ‘‘Measiah' performances by
the Apollo club with fine sololsts, accom-
panied by the Chicago Thomas orchestra;
Roarathal, the great planist, in a recital, and
the twe regular orcheatra concerts under
Theodore Thomas, besldes a mumber of
smaller nffairs, keep the concert-goer busy,
La grippe having scized Miss Sara Anderson
and Mr. Evan Willlams of New York, who
were engaged by the Apollo club for the scc-
ond “Messiah’ concert, their placem were
filled by Mrs. Genevieve Clark Wilson and
Mr. Whitney Mockridge, who made such a
success on the first evening In the soprano
and tenor roles, Mr. Mockridge has not been
heard in Chicago for five years, having been
a resident of London, England, durlng that
period. He and his family will make Chlcago
thelr headquarters while in this country
until the time of ealling In June. Mrs.
Katharine Filsk will remain o Chicago for

Kot the madame |
80 |

the holldays. Her artlstie rendering of the

golo, “He Shall Feed His Flock,” from “The
Messlah,” was greeted with a burst of en-
thusiaosam. Chicago I8 proud of Its young

haseo, Frank Kiug Clark, who appeared with
the Apollo club for the first time in Omaha
at the exposition. He was repeatedly en-
cored on Monday evening for his fine work
In "The Messiah.' Mr. Harrison Wild,
whom Miss Officer engaged 1o open the ex-
position organ lasmt August, {8 the new di-
rector of the Apollo club and made his
initial bow on Monday evening. While he
differs very materinlly from Mr, Tomlins, he
proved himself to be a very capable director
and the audience manifested Its approval
of his work by frequent hearty upplause. |
Mr., Wi Is also conductor of the Mendels-
sohn Male chorus of Chicags

Miss Julla OMeer, plano, Karbach Rilk.

STIRRING TIMES IN HAVANA

Street Riots Frequent and Tourists
Are Warned Not to Stray Far from
Hotels at Night.

NEW YORK, Deec, 24.—The Ward lipe
steamship Leymania, from Havina and Mex-
lcan and Central Amerlcan ports, arrived
here today.
fecling of uunrest etill pervades the elty of
Havana, Travelers are warned not to go
far from thelr hotels In the evening and
riots and strect assaults are of nightly oc-
currence, The Cubang are quite as lawless
and violent as the Spanish troops of the
Caolon battaFfon, which caused the recent
disturbance in front of the Hotel de Ingle-
terra, and have really been at the bholtom of
frequent riots In the suburbs,

The Spanish censor is still exceptionalry
severe, He did not even allow the United
States vessels In the harbor to be decorated
in celebration of the signing of the peace
treaty. No telegraphic news can leave the

| Island untampered with and press repre-

sentativés are complaining bitterly,

Botaulenl Expedition Starts,

NEW YORK. Dwe. 24 —The auxilliary
steamer yacht Utowana salled today with its
owner, Aliison V. Armour, and a party of
guests for Yucatun on a botanlcal expedition
Among the party are Dr. . F. Millpaugh of
the Botanical department of the Fleld Col-
mbhn museum and Messrs. lschman, Allen

Mary bad now been gone over | gud M

BOYDS

Two Nights,

Saturday Night Cnly—

“[Ht WIZARD

ever seen,"

Gallery, 20¢.

PAXTON & BURGESS

December 30-31.

Frank Daniels

In His Two Great Comic Opera Hits,
Friday Night and Saturday Matinee—

“The Idol’s Eye”

President McecKinley—=“The funnlest and prettiest comic opera I have

New York Evening Post=“Comlio opern hits of the season.”

NIGHT PRICES—=Lower Floor, $1.00 and $1.50,

MATINEE PRICES=Lower Floor, Tic and $1.00, Balcony, bBoc,
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MANAGERS,

TELEI'MONE 1019,

One Matinee,

OF THE NILE

Nalcony, O0c and TBe.
\

Exhibit Allotments.

Amnistant Commiasioner General
Woodward Speaks Cheerfully of
Treatment Accorded United
States at Paris,

—

NEW YORK, Dec, 24.—B. D. Weodward,
the assistant commissloner general of the
United States to the Paris exposition of 19040,
arrived In this clty today on the American
liner St. Louls. Mr. Woodward sald today:

“1 have becn callel over to participate In
the permanent organization of the commis-
gloner general's working staff and to
famillarize myself with the general plan and
scops of procedure In the future In order
that, upon my return, the Paris end will
be able to co-operate with the New York and
Chicago offices.

"Commissioner Gevreral Peck and every
member of his staff were at all times most
cordially recelved by the Parls exposition
officlale and 1 may say, we were generously
treated, so far as acceding to our requests
should be kmown the limits of the Paris ex-
positlon grounds are flxed by Infiexible
boundaries—boulevards, streets, avenues,
business houses and private residences—and
are located In the center of the city, thum
making it impossible to extend the grounds
In order to secure more space with which to
satisiy the demands of forelgn country. So
trat the additional allotments of space made
to the United States—after the whole
amount had been apportioned out to the
various nations of the earth required more
than an ordinary effort upon the part of the
French exposition authoritles and demon-
strated thelr generosity and good feeling
toward us as a natlon.

‘“The work of constructing the different
exhibitlon palaces, the great Alexander
bridge and the quays that are to line tue
banks of the river Selne Is belng vigorousty
prosecuted, while all other Indications point
to that success which the French always

Its passengers sald that a great !

achleve In thelr exhibitions.*

Hold the Land Grants Forfelted,
SEATTLE Dee, 24—The title of the

| Northern Paclfic railroad to nearly 6,000,000

acres of land In the state of Washingten I8
invalid, according to & majority report of
the speciul state legislative Investigating
committee. The lemislature will be urged
fo take up the matter with n view to re-
Btoring this tract 1o the public domaln, The
committes was appointed (o investigate the

i logality of the transfer of granted lands of
| the Northern Pacific in this state from the

old Northern Pacllic  Railroad eompany,
which recelved the lands under an act of
COnRross, to the Northern Pacifie company

| of Wisconsin, & eorporation which succesded
| the old compuny In possesslon of
} and its property of every descrintion.

the line

Urging Consular Heform,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24.—Harry A. Gar-
fleld, president of the Cleveland Chamber of
Commerce, has been in Washington for the
lust few days In connection with consular
reform measures, which the Cleveland Cham-
berof Commerceand other commercial lnstitg-
tions throughout the country lntend to urge
upon congress. They will nsk for a hear-

Ing before the forclgn relutions committes :
| of the senate and the
| mittee of the

forelgn affairs com-
house unless so far as the
house is concerned the Adams bill, as
favorably reported at the last session of con-

Eress, is deemed to be a satisfactory bmsis,
Commercial organizutions, both east and
Wesl, are co-oprrating in the movement,

Quakers Wil Float a Loan,

PHILADELPHIA, Deo, 24 —Judges Buls-
berger and Pennypacker today dismissed the
bill in equity brought by Mesars Barr and
Yocum to restradn the issue of the new loan
of §11,200,000, to be devoled to ety Improve-
ments, lncluding wearly §5.000,000 for a bet-
ter water supply and $1,000,000 for the pubi-
Ho library. This decision establishes the le-
gality of the loan aud it will be negotlated
Rt once,

e ——

AMPLE SPACE FOR AMERICA

Franoe Baid to Have Bshaved Generonaly in

LIMITS OF GROUNDS INEXORABLY FIXED
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PAXTON & BURGEss,

BOS,d g — Managers.
8 Nights, Beginning Sunday Mnatinee,
Deecmber. 25, with Specinl Mon-
day and Wedneaday,

Harry Corson Clarke

In Broadhurst's Hilarlous IR-Karat Comedy
Without a FI

WHAT HAPPENED TO JONES,

Evening Prices—Lower floor, 75¢ and $1;
baliony, 35e and G0, Matinees— L
dbe and 6bc; balcony, 26c, es—Lower floo

LOST—A PURSE CONTAINING
6. A BUNCH O KEYS, AND
TWO RESBERVED SEAT TICK-
FTS FOR THE EXTRA CHRIST-
MAS MATINEID MONDAY, DEC,
26, AT THE OREIGHTON

ORPHEUM THEATER, FINDER

CAN KEEP MONEY, BUT
PLEASE RETURN THE TICK-
ETS TO THE BOX OFFICH
AND RECEIVE RIEWARD.
MATINEE GIRLy

News Boys’

Thivd Annual
Ba_lé and
Banquet

Jan. 1, Creighton
1899. Hall,

Cake Walk at 11 p. m.

e and qfl
yonr money's worth,

Tickets, 5 0 Cents.

per Couple
M 02y Manager,

WIRTH'S MUSIC HALL

Cor. 10th and Harney Sts.

Attractions for week commencin

MONDAY, DEC, 18, 1808,
ELLA HERRING,
Voeallsy and Artistie Dancer,
Tim=STARIN & RIU K!l\li—nelb'
Refined SKeteh Team, .
BRESSIE DAVIS,
The Little Sutibeam.

EVA HOSS,
Serlo-Comie,
Dave=THI LEES=Myrile,
Kunlfo and Battle Ax Throwing.
Matinees Thursday, Saturday and Sunday

~from 200 to & p. m, Every night from
& o l2 p. M

Noext week—entlre
for It

L —ae — —
HOTELN.

THE MILLARD

13th and Douglas Sts,, Omaha,
=AMERICAN AND EUVROPEAN PLAY
CENThaLLY LOCATED.
J. E. MARKEL & %ON, Propa

THE NEW MERCER

12th and Iiawnru 8t
European FPlun ... % Omahs.

Amerlcan Flun

change of bill=watch

You will nunlﬁyuurn:;le nlu rcgu;gﬂ,d h?r:
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