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-THE DODO IS EXTINCT!-
Crowded out by competition according to the survival of the fittest. 

•—•"ST 
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We're No Dodos. 
We thrive on competition. "When the other fellows are gone to join ptenodactyl, itchyosaurus, megasaurus, and the rest 

of the family, we expect to be found rooting around m this vicinity; rooting, 

NOT LIKE HOGS, 
but like trees, that give back into the air what they take from the soil. Maybe we're wrong about this, but one thing's sure: 

with a stock that is not surpassed by competitors, and challenge all competition on the score of goods and prices. We're 
no dodos, but we DO DO all we say every time. 

We don't filibuster, but confine ourselves to facts. Give us a chance to prove it. 

FRANK SMITH 
•— 

SLOWLY FAILING. 
Correspondents Prophesy That Mr. 

Blah* Will Not Diorftv 8MM 

Ti*»e Yet, 

at-!» Ptilittff All Thu. 
Fraa Inquiry at His House He ia 

"Slightly Better." 

Senator Gibson Masses Away at Hot 
Springs, Ark., After a Lingering 

Illness. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17.—8o far as can 
be learned there has been no material 
•hange in the condition of Mr. Blaine 
during the past twenty-four hoars. In
quiry at hi« house at noon elicited the 
usual response that "Mr. Blaine seems 
to be a little better." While the mem
bers of the family are undoubtedly very 
ntnch concerned at the situation, there 
are no outward conditions to that effect, 
and to all appearances affairs of the 
household are moving along as though 
ttothing nnnsual was the matter. Now 
that Mr. Blaine's really precarious state 
Of health is known to the publio the 
manifestations of sympathy for the 
family have become quite general, and 
fbe attendant at the door is kept 
busy responding to the kindly inquiries 
0# the many friends and admirers of the 
distinguished invalid. No information 
Can be obtained as to the immediate 
pi ns of the family beyond the fact that 
Mr. Blaine will be r moved to a milder 
climate in a Southern state as soon as he 
lrecovera sufficiently from his bronchial 
troubles to justify hi< remov il. Ah has 
already been stated it is believed that 
while Mr. Blaine is slowly losing his 
strength the process is so slow and 
gentle as to practically preclude the 
possibility of an immediate collapse. 

* SENATOR GIBSON DEAFX 

After h I.ong Illnmt the Louisiana States
man PIIMM Quietly Away. 

HOT SPRINGS, Ark., Dec. 17.—After a 
lingering but apparently painless illness 
Senator E. L. Gibson died at 8:10 p. m. 
At the time of his death he was sur

rounded by the 
members of his 
family and sev
eral close friends, 
Who wept bitterly 
When it was seen 
that the lpble-
hearted man was 
dead. Senator 
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away as though 

SENATOK UIRSON'. KU!LT! LU "A'TP. 
There was no struggle, no suffering.s He 
had been confined to his bed since the 
12th of November, sinbe which time his 
death has been expected daily. In ac
cordance with his wishes his remains 
will bo buried in Lexington, Ky., by, 
the side of his wife, who died Homo 
years ago. • . . v • • 

Punic la a School. 
CHICAGO. Dec. 17. --Anna Schwarm, a 

school teacher in the Bonlevard school. 
/ 

Armitage avenue and Hum bolt boule
vard, fainted. The seventy children in 
her room were terror stricken when 
their teacher sank to the floor, and in 
an instant shrieks from alarmed chil
dren echoed throughout th»» big build
ing. Pupils in adjomiug rooms heard 
the alarm and the cry of "Fire!" was 
raised. A panic ensued among the 700 
children in the InisMinsr and in their at
tempts to escape down the narrow stair
way more than seventy-five were more 
or leas braised, and one, Mable Freed* 
lund, will probably die. 

A Mjril»ry Cl*ar«d Up. 
N«w YORK, Dec. 17.—The mystery 

surrounding the disappearance of Bank
er Linus E. Post, of Tacoma, Wash., 
has been cleared up. Ho lias not been 
murdered, nor has he committed sui
cide as generally supposed, and it is 
learned that the present is not the first 
occasion on which he has mysteriously 
disappeared. Mr. Post was seen alive 
in Hoboken, where, it now turns out, 
he took a steamer for Europe. It is be
lieved that his departure was to escape 
censure for carelessness in business. It 
is stated that bis accounts were per
fectly straight. He was elected a mem
ber of the national Democrats commit
tee for Washington but was not active. 

Many Boilnou Men Will Be Ixmars. 
NEWTON, Kan.,v Dec. 17.—The Na

tional Bank of Newton closed its doors 
during the the morning. A notice 
posted on the doors reads tbat the bank 
is in the hands of the government ex
aminer. The officers refuse to give any 
information, but it is reported that the 
Mercantile Bank of New York was in
strumental in closing the bank up. 
Many Newton business men will be 
heavy losers. 

Dlllvered Blmaelf Ufb 
Winnipeg, Dec. 17.—James Howe, 

the man charged with the murder of his 
brother-in-law, William Campbell, at 
Port Arthur, walked into town during 
the night and delivered himself up to 
the aqUwfiiies. He has not yet epp* 
fessed. , 

Tmplleat«« Others. 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo., Dec. 17.— 

'Ex-City Clerk Gorman, who Wednes
day confessed a shortage of $8,500, inti
mates that others are guilty in the 
city's robbery besides himself. ,He 
charges that $9,000 is missing besides 
what he took. 

EVERYTHING FULL 
The Wheat Blockade In the Northwest 

$iMPaleaa to Beeoaie Gm*> 
plete. 

Wheat Comiar Into Bui nth at the 
Rate of Two Million Bushels a 

Week. 

Elevators There and at Haperior Will 
Only Hold About Eight Million 

Bushels More. 

Barnad the Kn|ls* Hoau. 
DBTKRK, WIS., Dec. 17.—The ire 

engine house at this place, together with 
1,000 feet of tose, the engine and all the 
contents of the building, burned 
day. Loss, $10,000. partly insured. 

Kowa Urangeri Want Anti-Option. 
Dts MOINES, Dec. 17. —The Iowa state 

grange held its annual meeting here. 
The old officers were re-elected. The 
resolutions adopted denounce gambling 
to agricultural products and demand 
the enactment of the Washburn-Hatch 
bill, oppose opening the world's fair 
Sunday and demand that all prison 
labor be employed on roads. 

* Stoakad for D«c. 91. 
LoKlJdSCDec.*17. —The American del

egates to the international monetary 
conference are booked to sail on the 

; steamer Lahn from Southampton for 
'New York on Dec. 21. It is not under
stood that there will be any celebra
tion or dinners in honor of the occasion. 

DCLUTH, Dec. 17.—'Two of the three 
flour mills of this city, including the big 
Jm rial, which has a record of 0,500 
barrels a day, are closed down, and 
the one at Superior is also idle. They 
will probably start up in a week on part 
time. The idleness is dne to the de
pressed condition of the flour trade 
everywhere. At the present rate of 
wheat receipts the elevators of 
Duluth and Superior will all be 
full in January, and will be able to re
ceive little whe.tt from then to May, 
except what the mills may grind. Re
ceipts last week were 2,0i)u,000 bushels, 
something unprecedented for December, 
and for two days of this week they have 
been over 7<li>,000 bushels. There are 
12,000,000 bushels in store in elevators 
and 700,000 bushels in vessels in Duluth 
harbor. The Duluth Elevator company, 
with a capacity of 4.HOO.OOO bushels, 
has only 800,000 bushels of loom; 
the Lake Superior and Union Improve
ment elevators, with 12,000,000 bushels 
capacity, have ft,000,000 bushels room, 
and the Great Northern houses at 
Superior, with 3,000,000 capacity, have 
2,000,000 bushels room left. The Duluth 
Imperial mill has about 000,000 bushels 
room in its elevator, making in all a 
little over 8,000,000 bushels of unoccu
pied room in local elevators. With 
wheat coming in at the rate of 300,000 
bushels daily this will not last long, 
especially if the mills do not grind full 
capacity. 

Th® Country Elmtnn Are Fall. 
Added to the condition of the big 

terminal elevators here, the lines of 
country houses in Minnesota and Da
kota, with which they are connected, 
are fulL The Lake Superior Elevator 
company owns two lines of country 
houses, the Northern Pacific and Red 
River Valley Elevator companies. 
These combined have 200 elevators, with 
perhaps 4,000,000, bushels capacity. 
They are all full and cannot act as reser* 
voirs to hold back the rush to the ter* 
minal houses here. The Duluth Elevator 
company owns 100 country elevators 
in the system of the Northern Dakota 
Elevator company. These, with a ca
pacity of nearly 8,000,0000 bushels, are 
full also. In other words, there will 
soon be no place either here or in tha 
country for the storage of grain bound 
for Duluth. 

Believed to B« a Diftmoad1 lUkbm. 
OMAHA, Dec. 17.—It is believed that 

among the crimes for which Frank 
Bruce, the well known thief r.nder 
arrest at Milwaukee, will be compelled 
to answer, is the daring diamond rob
bery which was perpetrated on the 
Sioux City and Pacific express near 

t^uuvtma jnncuon some tune ago. u. 
"W. Pollock, a New York diamond sales
man, was shot and pounded almost into 
insensibility and robbed of $1 5,000 
worth of diamonds in the presence of a 
dozen passengers. Bruce answers per
fectly the description given of the rob
ber by Omaha men and the method em
ployed was exactly what might be ex
pected of him. . | 

Cracker Factory Bars*4. 
KANSAS CITY, Dec. 17.—The factory 

of the Haggins Cracker company was 
destroyed by fire during the night. The 
factory was being run over-time and the 
fire caught between the ovens on the 
second floor aud spread with alarming 
rapidity. Over two hundred employes 
were at work at the time, sixty-five of 
them being girls who were employed on 
the fifth story. They narrowly escaped, 
the fire spreading so rapidly as to nfai-ly 
cut off means of exit. It was thought 
at one time that some had perished in 
the flames, but at midnight all had been 
accounted for. The factory was total] v 
destroyed, causing a loss of $170,000, 
which was insured. 

riiATHIXU.^KKTN' K1JVK1NIIIM; <;OUI»N 

GREETING 

Ai>uin«d the l!iit in*. 
NEW YORK, Dec. 17.—General Agent 

Stedman, of the Wells, Fargo Express 
company, says that his company has 
assumed the blame for the loss of two 
packages of money which were shipped 
from this city a few weeks ago to Gal
veston. Ad soon as the necessary papers 
are made out the company will reim
burse the banks to which the money 
was consigned. The packages, one con
taining $10,000 and the other $25,000, 
were despoiled while in the hands, of the 
company, Mr. Stedman says, Die 
thieves hare not been caught. 

And the compliments of the season to 
all his patrons. CHRISTMAS MUST 
BE OBSERVED, and the best way to 
observe the anniversary is to buy a nice 

jnew suit or ovrccat for yourself, or if yon wish to make some friend 
a prtsint we lxve besides the above, 

Gents' 'Mufflers Plush Cans, Mitts, 
SILK AND L1NEMANDKEEGHIEFS SUSPENDERS, 

and the finest lot of Neckties in the town. We have a superb stock 
in the different lines upon which even St. Nicholas would gaze with 
admiring eyes. You couldn't cast your eyes on anything better worth 
seeing, if you travelled a hundred miles, but Christmas is not a trav
eling time. "It only comes but once a year, and when it comes it 
gives good cheer" to those who give and to those w)io receive, so in 
order to make others merry and be merry yourself, Buy your holiday 
presents of 

JOHN DRISCOLL. 

\ Ago*''£ 

Science 
MEDICAL 

SCIENCE 
has achieved a 
great triumph in $ 
the pi...SiKiion of 

BEECHAM'S 
PILLS which will earo flick 

Headache and all M®r-
T«tn» Dltordrn urging from Impaired 

j[ Dlsritlon, Constipation nnd III nor-
ijdrrtd l.W«r t Mil they will quickly re-

store women to complete health. 
1 * Covered with a Tasteless & Soluble Coating. 

Of all druggists. Price 2S cents a bo*. 
New York D< pot, 365 Canal St. 
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TAILOR. 

Fine clothes improve the appear
ance of gentlemen. 

T. J. THOMAS, 
svccKsaos TO THOMAS & Rosmnto, 

Fashionable 
A tine line of clothe for 

Flie Hit, laslitess Suits, I Overeats 
'Also a large line of samples 

from which to order. Satisfaction guar-
/ anteed in every particular. 1 

.%gT Â t the old stand. 

T. J. THOMAS. 

HASLHXStt, COLLBCTIOS*. Bte 

CHA8. B. KENNEDY, 
President. 

J. H. WILLI AM SOU. 
Vice President. 

J. L. J0NE8, 
Cashier. 

THE MADISON STATE BANK 
A General Banking Business Transacted. 

Lqqds, Loqqs, Iqsqi<qnce[ 
Madison, South Dakota 

CORRESPONDENTS. 
Quaker City National Bank, Philadelphia, Pe&h. 
National Bank of Illinois. Chicago, 111. 
National Bank of Sioux City, Iowa. 

W. F. SMITH, President. M. W. DALY, Vice-President. S. A. TROW, Cashltt 

Citizens ]S[q|iori^l £31$ 
Capital Surplus $16,000. 

MADISON, ' * SOUTH DAKOTA. 

A General Banking Business Transacted. ' 
WiH remit money to any part of the Old World, and sell tickets to 

principal European ports on any of the 
City and Municipal Bonds bought aud sold 

71 
1 European ports on any of the leading lines of steamboat*, 

aud sold. 
Collections m*de and promptly rsMtHti. 

CORRESPONDENTS: 
First Natiortol Bank, Chicago. Chase National Bank, New Yadfc 
' , Minnehaha National Bank. Sioux Falls. 
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