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Matters Concerning the Law 
Uakers and Events of Import
ance at the National Capital. 

(U. S. Press Association) 
Washington, D. C., Feb. 29.— 

The principal function of tln> 
house democrats appears to be 
that of playing horse with' any
thing concerning the tariff, and 
every effort is being put forth 
to farme up bunk legislation tlui 
will pass muster before the coun
try, and brin g about a renewal 
of "unholly alliances" in the 
senate. The exact purpose un
doubtedly is to "put President 
Taft in a hole", along about con-
vention time. Every possible ef 
fort is being made to discredit 
the tariff board, which has been 
doing splendid work, and which 
tame into existence through a 
demand of the people of the 
country who ha'd become tired of 
the process of making a football 
of the tariff. Unless the dem
ocrats in Congress comes to the 
rescue of the board, it will pass 
out of existence on .Tunc 30th. 
There seems to be a determina
tion to refuse an appropriation 
to carry on the work. The tariff 
board in their d'atistics concern-1 
ing the wool, did splendid work, j 
and submitted to Congress fig-j 
ures upon which decent.tariff leg'j 
i s l a t i on  m igh t  nes t .  By  t he  s a m e j  
process ilt is plain to those Avho ; 
have watche'd the process of the ; 
work, that.this.institiVicnj of the' 
government is in position to per
form further invaluable service— 
but the democrats who are not 
at all particular about scienti

fic revision^ are seizing every 
opportunity to play politics with 
the issue, and part of the game 
has been to beliittle the board. 
The republicans in Congress pro
pose to let the country know the 
real motive behind the democratic 
movement. ! 

• • 

In an effort to transfer the j 

place.of receiving.flings froin.thcj 
GergQry lan'd.office,.in South.Dak 
ota, which is one hundred miles 
from the lands to be opened in 
Bennett and Mellette counlties, 
delegations have been in Wash
ington representing the commer
cial organization of the towns 
of Murdo, White River, Winner 
and Gregory. The reresentatives 
suggest that the department 
should settle the place at which 
the filings are <to be received up
on th meerits of the candidates, 
and while this is all well arid pro
per, yet it has developed that the 
Milwaukee Railroad is further
ing the interests of Murdo, while 
the Northwestern is advocating 
Winner. In view of the claims 
made that the filings should be r 
oeive'd at a. place near enough to 

* the land so that the claimants 
- could see the property, the land 

offiice.did.not hesitate to/take the 
patter urider serious considera.-
tion. Accordinjf.to.information re
ceived here, (it is probable that 
300 filings can be received .in a 
VJay, and as there are six thou
sand numbers to be called, it will 
be readily seen that it willl 'tlake ' 
some time to complete the work. 
The claimants to these {lands,' 
which are in the Rosebud Indian 
agency, are froim every state in 
the union. 

• • 

There are varying opinions in 
the national capital regarding 
legislation for the District of Col
umbia; the oity of Washington^ 
which constitutes the principal 
part of "tthe territory feeling thai 
the legislation received at the 
hands of congress is always in
sufficient for affairs of a great 
city like the capritai. However 
it is a fact that a majority of 
the members are not familiar 
wiith the needs of a metropolitan 
district like Washington, aind the 
upshot that there is a pensis-

t: ' tant and steady 'demand for a lo~ 
cal form of government which 
will permit the citizens of Wash-
ted the 80 anniversary of the 

and entitle them to the same 
time to the ordinary nights of 
citizenship. 

* # 

The capital eily, in common wi' 
the rest of the country, celebra
ted the 180 anniversary of the 
birth of George Washington. One 
of the notable events of the day 
was under the auspices of the 
Sons of the Rcvelution Society, of 
the District of Columbia. Itepre-1; 
sensitive Kerid.aH, of Iowa, was 
the orator, and he urged upon all 
American citizens their sacred 
duty, not only to participate in 
the political affairs of their coun
try, but also to exert their in
fluence to keep politics clean. 
His address attracted a giv* 
deal of .attention and it was com
mented upon by all of the great 
eastern newspapers. 

• * 
The special cammrtftee of the 

house, which has been investiga
ting the sugar trust, has finally 
made tits report disclosing the 
"startling" information that a 
trust really exists. And that is 
about all there is to the report. 
The balance of the democratic in
vestigations of the steel and otlie 
trusts arc likely to prove quite 
as fruitless as the sugar fiasco, 
which has just terminated. The 
trouble with these investigations 
are that they are about a year be
hind the 'deartment of justice 
attorney general has actually tak< 
and far less effective, for the 
steps to obltam a remedy fro,m 
the courts tin all these eases. The 
investigations simply duplicat the 
work of the department of jus
tice and the public has been pa
tiently footing the brill, without 
any return whatever. 

• • 

The Taf!(^headquarters in Wash-
inton has become one of the busy 
institutions of the capital, anVl 
Director, William B. McKinley, 
who is in charge, has political 
wires running from all portions o. 
every state in the union direct to 
his headquarters; and he confi
dently gives it out that Presi
dent Taflt will have a walkaway at 
the Chicago convention. The La-
Pollettei movement has not recov
ered from the stunning blows of 
the last fortnight. The Roose
velt people have established ela
borate headquarters.at the) capital 
and are putting up a big flight, 
arid constitute the real oposiition 
to the administration. 

* • 

Once again a .movement is undei 
way in congress to transfer the 
title and custody of Mount. Ver
non to the United Statesi gov
ernment. It has been suggested 
that there should be an (investi
gation of the present system of 
maintaining the mansion and 
grounds, but representations of 
this kind have been made before 
and Congress after a casual sur
vey of the situation has invaria
bly refused to proceed. The prin
ciple objection to the way the 
things are 'done at Mounit! Vernon 
is ow.ing to the charging of fees 
for admission to the groun'ds. 
While all these criticisms may 
have some merit, yet it is a fact 
that the home of the first presi" j 
deiit lias been kept in splendid 
conditions through the Patriotic 
work of an organization of wo
men who voluntarily look aft 
the welfare of the establishment 
Government regulation might not 
after all, improve conditions. 

• • 

The question of economy and 
efficiency in government which 
has been worked out to a large de 
gree in a thoroughly practical 
manner by President'Taft's com
mission, headed by Chairman F. 
A. Clevelan'4, has obtained re
sults by which they will doubtless 
cut off many millions of dollars 
of useless extravagance in the 
public business. There is in this 

i the same basis for doing things 
i in a sensible manner, as is fur
nished in tariff legislation througl 

, the work of the tariff board, and 
on the other harid, a disposition 

j prevails among 'democratic ma
jority to legislate in a haphaz-

! zard manner, stirring up inveati-
j gations and the like with a view 
j toward making some sort of a 
record of. economy in the house o 
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Are lovelier than 
u , lilies are 
rj^S- Beneath the light 
SLjL of moon ana star 

That smile as they are smiling 
now*—> 

White lilies in a pallid swoon 
Of sweetest white beneath fhc 

moon 
White lilieSfin a flood of bright 
Pure luddness of liquid light 
Cascading down some plenilune 
When all me azure overhead 
Blooms like a dazzling, daisy 

bed.—' 
So luminous her face and brow, 
The luster of their glonp, shed 

In memonp, even, 
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representatives. "Economy" was 
the watch wor'd the day Speaker 
Clark took office, but even the 
boasted economy in the manage
ment of affairs of the house has 
been carried out. If the commis
sion's recommendations are fol
lowed at will be possible to grad
ually coriduct soiiiie of fl.be affairs 
of the government on a business 
basis, instead of submitting to t,h• 
political spoilsmen. 

• • 

Shades of the Merrimac; and to 
think congressmen like Hays and 
Fitzgeral'd would have the temer
ity to refer to the methods of 
Lieutenant Commander Hobson 
as "cowardly"; but that is ju* 
exactly what these people have 
said om the floor of the housie, 
and to make it more emphatic, 
they reiterated tli<S statement the 
following 'day. Hobson has been 
spending most of his time gath
ering in the long green on chau-
tauqua circuits and has been too 
busy wti>;h this commercial enter-
in a proper manner. But he ha 
prise to get back at his assailants 
been in his seat in the house long 
enough to ask a special commit
tee of five members to investi
gate his controversy with his fel
low democrats. People who re
member how Hobson risked his 
life 'during the Spanish-Ameri
can War on the Merrimac, and 
afterwards defying the kissing 
qSnojifl dtj; SIX{ UO uuag 
the country, must conceded' that 
while he imay be something of a 
wag, that to say he is cowardly 
is ainost unjust accusation. 

RENDERS IMP0R1AN1 OPINION 

Had His Nerve. 
It is being told that a farmer 

living in vicinity of Effngton, 
(where the postmaster is also th 
proprietor of the general store) 
went to town the other day and 
into this store where he was in 
the habit of.trading when. in need 
of the necessities of life, and 
asked for a money order payable 
to Sears, Roebuck & Co. also a 
stamp to put on the letter, and 
then sai'd to the genial postmas
ter, whose merchandise estab
lishment's shelves were loaded 
with the best goo'ds that money 
could buy, "Just charge that to 
my account, will youf" Prom 
last reports the merchant- post
master is still living but is wild 
of eye and fearsome in his de
meanor. 

Regarding Expenses of Sherff 
in Pursuing Murderer Outside 
Own County. 
The attorney general was call

ed upon to determine the legality 
of a claim persented to the com
missioners of Sanborn county by 
the sheirff for $865 auto hire, and 
$300 personal expenses while en
gaged in the immediate pursuit 
of a murderer. The chase ex-
terided from Sanborn county sont 
crossing the Missouri at Iron 
Post, across Nebraska, and Kan
sas, finally losing the scent in the 
mountains of Oklahoma. The of
ficers was never more than a day 
or two behind the man. 

The att orney general was fore" 
e'd to hold that the South Dakota 
statute does not authorize the 
payment for such official work 
even where the officer has a war
rant ready to serve; hence the 
sheriff will have to stand the 
costs of the excursion. He cov 
ered_2,700 miles and was gone sev 
ty-aeven days.—Capital Journal. 

Roosevelt Announces His 
Candidacy for President 

In Letter to Governors Who Asked Him to Enter Contest—Will 

Accept Nomination If Tendered Him in Chicago Convention 
-Puts Damper on LaFollette Enthusiasm. 

NEW PLANTATION COMPANY 
Howard Babcock was in Chi

cago last week completing the 
organization of the Federal 
Fruit Co. The Company is or
ganized by Chicago men, among 
whom are A. H. Andrews, mill
ionaire manufacturer of school 
desks; and F. F. Fisher, presi
dent of the Beasmer Steel Com
pany and S. S. Hutchinson, 
president of the American Film 
Company. Mr. Babcock is at
torney for the company, which 
is organized under the South 
Dakota laws. The company has 
purchased something more than 
5000 acres of land in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Nicaragua, 
which will be developed as a 
banana plantation. The land of 
the new company is within a 
few miles of the Company Creek 
plantation, which is being de
veloped by the Sisseton com
pany of that name. 

SISSflON LIVE PROPOSITION 
Activity of Local Commercial 

Club is Noticable Throughout 
State, and Receives Publicity 
from Press. 
Not the least of the prominent 

factors (in bringing South Dakota 
inito the lime light as a porgres-
sive and up-to-date, state is the 
Commercial club of Sisseton. Al
though iit- is not venerable in 
years, its ceaseles activity in the 
interests of Sisseton and the state 
are adddng to its fame. Some of 
their most notable recent achieve 
ments are the arising of $600 for 
the new highway wheh is to be 
constructed south from that city 
to the south line of the county. 
They made a splen'did success of 
the farmers' institute recently 
hel'd there, by offering prizes to 
the exhibitors, and have suc
ceeded in persuadiing merchants 
and bankers that a good share of 
the money spent in advertising 
| is wasted as long as the condition 

j of roads is siuch as to prevent the 
trade from coming to town, and 
that a contribution to the good 
roads fund goes further in busi
ness getting than a much larger 
amount spent an giving out sou
venir pocket books and advertis
ing combs. 

They expect next year to erect 
a new brick opera house, to cost 
about $20,000.—Aberdeen News. 

Maldaner Has Birthday. 
Frank Maldaner celebrated 

his eighth birthday yesterday. 
We do not mean that Frank is 
only eight years old, because he 
is more, but on account of the 
laws of the universe and the 
man who arranged our calendars 
and gave February twenty-nine 
days every four or eight years, 
Frank is derived of the pleasure 
of a birthday, only on such oc
casions. While we are at a loss 
for the proper name for an oc
casion of this kind, we are in
clined to think it may be appro
priately referred to as a sort 
of a "hit and miss," "ladies 
choice," leap year birthday pro
position, while the "brain tick
ler" of the hour remains: "How 
old is Frank? " 

Theodore Roosevelrt plunged in
to the thick of the fight Monday 
when he let at become known that 
he was in the fight to the end 
and glad of it.. lie replied to the 
charge that he would be breaking 
the third term pledge if he ao-
cepted another nomination, and 
he assented whether or not he 
woul'd be the nominee of the Chi
cago convention that he would 
abide by its decision. 

"I am perfectly happy now," 
sai'd the colonel, '' because I 
making a straightout, fight for 
principle. The issue is in no way 
a personal one.'' 

"Do you intend to support the 
republican nominee, whoever he 
may be?" he was asked. 

"Of course I shall," he replied 
wiith his characteristic' emphasis. 

Roosevelt's formal announce
ment was made in tlie form of a 
letter to the governors who urged 
him to enter the contest for the 
presidency, an which he says in 
part. "I will accept the nomin
ation if it is tendered me and I 
will adhere to this decision un
til the convention has expressed 
its preference." k 

Roosevelt's announcement prac
tically knocked the LaFollette 
boom into a "cocked hat." Re
ports form all over the country 
where La Follette had supporters 
are to the effect that his> follow 

ing deserted him like sailora 
would a sinking ship, when the 
news was received and only a 
few lonely leaders still maintain 
that La Follette lost nothing by 
Roosevelt's announcement. 

To Prospective Candidates. 
You're not ready to start, you Kay: 

If you hope to win 
The time to be sturting Is now—today— 

Don't dally: begin! 
No man has ever been ready as yet, 

Nor ever will be: 
You may fall ere you reach where your 

hopes are set-
But try it and see.—S. E. Klser. 

It has been cruelly hinte'd that 
LaFoUette would make a* good 
Vice President. 

Bids for Bridges and Culverts. 
The board of county commos-

aloners will receive bids for stetei 
and concrete bridges and cul
verts. Bi'ds to be opened April 
3rd, 1912. 

Flans and secifications on file 
with the county auditor. 

J. A. Ray, County Auditor 
Roberts County S. D 

UNFORTUNATE EVENTS. 

Have those auotion bills print
ed by the Stanldard, if you want 
results 

FARMERS—Let us post yon 
on see'd grain and formalde
hyde. Our free book will do it. 

Economy Drug Store. 

Live Chickens Wanted— Light 
weights 9 eta per pound; over 4 
pounlds 10 cents 

Wm. F. Miller. 

Two men were so badly injured that 
they died shortly afterward and a dox-
en others were hurt, one a woman, 
probably fatally, when a passenger 
train on the Syracuse division of th* 
Lackawanna railroad crashed Into th* 
rear of a tltica division train which 
was standing at the Chenango Fork* 
(N. Y.) station. 

Georg-e T. Heatherington, aged sixty, 
was fatally injured, dying three hour* 
later; Motorman Fred Swanson was 
critically hurt and a score of others 
sustained minor injuries when a St. 
Paul street car ran away on a steep 
grade and crashed into a car ahead. 

Thirteen persons are believed to 
have been drowned two miles south 
of Cairo, 111., when a row boat in which 
they were being taken to that city 
from Bird's Point 'became lost in an 
ice jam. 

The farm home of Oscar A. Morton, 
living in Washburn county. Wis, 
burned to the ground with all th* con
tents. Mr. Morton's year-old baby and 
two-year-old boy were killed. 

When you want your clothing 
pressed, cleaned and repadred 
take them to the Golden Rul< 
Tailoring Department. We mak> 
old clothes look like new. 

The Standard for News. 

LABOR NEWS. 
Relations between miner and ope

rator in the interstate joint wage con
ference of the United Mine Workers 
and bituminous coal operators are 
strained. Counter demands prepared 
by the operators, it is learned, include 
not only a 10 per cent reduction la 
wages, but specifically a nine-hour 
day except on Saturdays. Eight hours 
i« to constitute the Saturday workday. 

The worst rioting of the Lawrence 
(Mass.) textile strike, involving 20,000 
persons, occurred when street can 
were held up and stoned by mob* 
which refused to let operatives go Into 
the mills. Anna Lopiieo, an Italian 
woman, was shot and killed. She was 
a striking mill hand and it Is bellevad 
the shot was not intended for her. 

Locomotive engineers on all 
roads in the Eastern territory 
made demands for a general in 
In wages ranging from 15 to 25 
c*nt. The demands involved all : 
roads east of Chicago and north of 
Hne of the Norfolk and Weatern : 
way and of th* Ohio rlv*r. 
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