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The War fifty Years Ago 
Battle of Hanover Court House, Near Richmond—Gen

eral McClellan Clears the Way For a Junction of His 
Army With the Army of General McDowell North of 
the Confederate Capitol—Evacuation of Corinth, Miss., 
by the Confederates—First Cavalry Raid of the War. 
Desperate Fighting at Fair Oaks, Close to Richmond. 
The Confederates Attack McClellan's Left Wing, Driv
ing It Two Miles—The Ground Is Recovered. 

By Captain GEORGE L. KILMER. Utc 
U. S. V. 

LIEUTENANT J. B. WASHING 
TON. C. S. A., was ID the snd-

j die and abroad early on the 
morning of May 31, 18C2. Con

trary to his intentions. In the course 
•1 the forenoon he rode into the Fed
eral picket posts at Seven Pines, in 
front of Richmond. The mishap of 
the lieutenant, who belonged to the 
Mount Vernon Washington* and serv
ed as an ald-de-camp on I he staff of 
General Joseph E. Johnston, the Con
federate commander, ended In a trip 

in line in ii stump lot when- tlit* timber 
had been cut to give range for tile 
guns of it IVdcriil buttery. The Aln-
buiniiins opened :i brisk tire upon the 

| New Yorkers, mid when it was briskly 
I returned iliey threw themselves down 
! behind the stumps and took picked 
j shuts In a short time the New York-
1 ers retired to the shelter of a line of 
trenches in front of the guns. 

| About the time that tlie New Yorkers 
: fell buck the Confederate brigade led 
by (leueraI Korios charged on the hat-
tery near Cordon's line, and Gordon or
dered tbe Alabamians to ruil.v on the 
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to Yankee prisons, but that was a tri
fle compared to the ill luck It caused 
for. the tlag he served. 

From the picket posts it was but a 
«hort ride to the headquarters of Gen 
eral Ke.ves, the Federal commander on 
that line, and the aid was soou asked 
to explain himself to the enemy. He 
had ridden out from Richmond toward 
the hostile lines for the purpose of 
overtaking General Longstreet's divi
sion of Confederates and deliver to its 
commander fresh , orders from his 
Chief. Either Longstreet or himself 
had missed the proper road. Not that 
he gave his case away so easily, but big 
war outfit, combined with confusion 
over the capture, convinced Ke.ves that 
something new was on the cards 
across the lines. Keyes alarmed the 
ontposts and reserves. 

A Flood Dividing the Federal Army 
A heavy rain of some days' duration 

had flooded the Chickahomin.v river, 
beyond which, northward, the main 
portion of McClellan's besieging army 
lay, and the Confederate leader, count
ing; upon an advantage In the impassa
ble waters! bad marched out 60.000 
men to overrun Keyes' corps and its 
reserve, amounting in all to about 30.-
000, while succor for them was out of 
reach. Owing to Lieutenant Washing
ton's misadventure Longstreet did not 
get bis proper orders for tbe attack, 
and other generals who were to 
take their cue from bis movements 
were left in a fog. So the several col-
nmns in gray marched boldly forward 
and stirred tip separate lights. 

McClellan's left wing bad crossed 
the Chlckahomlny to the Richmond 
•lde. Reyes* corps held, the'advance 
with rallying points at Pair Oaks and 
SOTJB Pines, about a mile apart and 
both about five'miles from Richmond 
The line did not run parallel to the ! 
river and was distant from tbe bridges 
•ver- which the Federal troops'had 
Crossed from two to Ave miles. Scarce-

. bad Keyes; men formed for battle 
tween Fair Oaks and Seven Pine* 
hen the Confederate skirmishers sp
ared and opened the sensational bat-

fff Fair Oaks, the flrst heavy com-
4tat at the gates of Richmond. Colonel., 

B Gordon . led the Confederate 
Iraishers iit Fair Oaks, bin .own regi-

t "pfjAiahamians. the sixth:' • , 

s Between ffldrniahen. 
•: L§* waqb tbe battlefield by it 

...rH»!*C^t'<Jordan had tnarcbed bis •pt'/r 
W»w»mfb WhlteOak swsmpj After 

v»«Bf . !*• mlpiw whieh was 
^•y neit ratt lnto s briery 
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reKimentai colors. Mistaking the word 
of couimand, they faced about anil 
started for the rear. When the mis
take was potuted out, Gordon's men 
faced about again and charged pell 
mell through the tangled abutis and 
over the intrenclitneiits. 

Mystified by the tactics of the soutli 
erners. the Federals again retreated 
and in tlie eagerness of pursuit the 
Alabaunatis'plunged blindly into a mo
rass two or three feet deep. Gordon's 
men were soon caught in a snare 
From a fresh Federal brigade the Third 
and Fifth Michigan were sent into a 
piece of woorls on Gordon's flank 
These two regiments, led by General 
Phil Kearny in person, were tbe van 
guard of Kearny's division. At the 
first sound of battle Kearny bad set 
out from the Federal reserve camps at 
tbe bead of the first troops within call 
These chanced to be the Michigan men 

Phil Kearny at the Point of Danger 
By their tierce and steady bush light

ing they checked the fury of tbe en
emy and gained time for Kearny's 
main column to get up. Kearny gal
loped buck and forth, impatient over 
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the delay caused by the flooded swamp 
roads The leader or one belated regi
ment. riding in advance of bis men. 
asked the general whyt, polut be should 
strike first "Oh. anywhere—anywhere, 
colonel: You'll' find lovely fighting 
along the wliole line" There were both 
poetry nnd truth in that reply. Tbe 
Kifrh Michigan went In at double quick 
to within thifty feel of the enemy's 
rtfleM. Tbl» ' reirtment' mustered 900 
Men and lost IM killed and wounded. 

Kearny's' promptness, in throwing'in 

regiment by regiment as his command 
reached the point of danger helped 
to save the army from disaster. Sliil 
fighting mad and looking for supports 
to come and help clear the womts 
of Federals, the Alabamians held on in 
the swamp for an hour Gordon bore 
a charmed life, although his clothes 
were riddled with bullets, and finally 
his horse was shot under him. The 
lieutenant colonel, major and adjutant 
Were cut down, and the ranks suffered 
appalling slaughter. Finding that no 
help carne up to drive the Michigan 
men from the woods. Gordon ordered 
Captain Hell to face his flank company 
on a line perpendicular to the woods 
and keep the deadly fire down. Hell 
was mortally wounded tbe moment he 
changed front. So close were the 
Michigan men that he emptied his re
volver among them as he lay dying 

Making Gory Battle History. 
Finally word reached Gordon to re

treat. When the casualties were count
ed It transpired that out of 632 Ala
bamians mustered for the fight 91 had 
been killed and 277 wounded, a battle 
loss never exceeded in a single fight. 

While Gordon and his Alabamians 
struggled fiercely at Seven Pines a reg 
iment of bluecoats made gory history 
at Fair Oaks At that point the Fed
eral line was crushed by the onslaught 
of the Palmetto regiment of South 
Carolina. The field was like that at 
Seven Pines woods, slashings and 
clearings for cannon. The Palmettos 
captured the ground and stood in their 
tracks to hold off two regiments of. 
Pennsylvanians which came up much 
in tbe temper of Gordon's Alabamians 
at the other end of the field—that is. 
surprised, baffled and mad. In tbe 
lead marched the Sixty-first Pennsyl
vania. commanded by Colonel Oliver 
Hazard Rippey. 

As the Pennsylvanians charged up at 
a double quick the Carolinians dropped 
to their knees. Keeping up a steady 
Are, the Federals cheered and advanced 
until within thirty paces of the foe. 
Firing from shoulder rests, the com
batants kept up the murderous duel 
for thirty minutes. Colonel Rippey 
was kitted, and the flag, torn to shreds, 
became his winding sheet. The lieu 
tenant colonel, major and eleven other 
officers were killed or wounded and 
2titi men out of 574 who entered the 
tight. 

Darkness closed in the night of May 
,'il with the situation on both sides 
of the lilies very much as it was at 
Shiloh the first day. The Confederate 
lender. Geueral Johnston, had been 
wounded and carried from the field 
before his plan of battle had been car
ried out. President Davis was on the 
ground giving battle orders in person 
The Federals hud been overwhelmed 
all along the line from Fair Oaks to 
Seven Pines and their batteries and 
intrenehments captured, hut they hud 
not been drivel^ Into the river 

I  
Federal Reserves Brave the^F^ood. 

Warned by tlie sound of firing that 
the enemy had sprung an attack on the 
isolated left wing. McClellan's troops 
behind the Chickahomin.v were formed 
in line ready to cross and enter the 
tight. A single bridge out of a half 
dozen was passable, owing to the high 
water, and that only by wading. Gen 
eral R V. Sumner crossed one division 
to the scene of fighting before dark 
Other troops of the left wing, which 
had been In camp by the riverside some, 
miles from the field, rushed forward 
to support the front line 

General Johnston had surprised the 
Army of the Potomac only to arouse it 
to the danger of Its position astride of 
the river. Johnston had supposed that 
McDowell's Federal corps was inarch
ing down from the Rappahannock to 
a Junction with McClellan on the 
James, and he.hoped to crush the army 
on his front before re-enforcements 
could reach the enemy. But McDowell 
was at that moment a hundred miles 
from Richmond. 

On the morning of June 1 there were 
twelve brigades of Confederates on the 
hattletield that had not tired a shot 
the previous day and eight brigades ot 
Federals that had not been engaged 
Before he was wounded Johnston gave 
orders that his regiments should sleep 
on their lirms. ready to renew the tight 
early on June 1 All night May 31 
McClellan's generals were preparing to 
recover the lost ground. Early in the 
morning thev took up the fight, and 
at almost the first shock the Con fed 
erates retreated. There was no leader 
to direct the movements until the aft
ernoon. when General Robert E t.ee 
was appointed by Davis to take the 
chief command By that time the Con 
federates had been driven from tin-
captured works, but held ground ot 
their own choosing on the best roads 
from the river to Richmond. 

Other Events of the Week. ^ 
, About the middle of May. 18C2. Gen 
eral Irvin McDowell, who lay at Fred
ericksburg with 40.000 Federal troops, 
was ordered to march direct toward 
Richmond. Near that city be was to 
unite his force with the Army of the 
Potomac, which McClellan was leading 
against Richmond. An obstacle to this 
union was a division of Confederates 
at Hanover, about twenty-five miles 
from Richmond. On the 27th General 
Fltz-Jobn Porter's command attacked 
and dispersed the Confederates, thus 
clearing the way for McDowell's ad 
vance. 

! On tbe 30th of May the Confederate 
army under General Beauregard evac
uated Corinth. Miss., which for one 
month had been besieged by Federals 
led by General H. W. Halleck. .Beau
regard was hard pressed by Halleck 
and abandoned his fortifications vol
untarily so as to avoid useless battle. 
On the same day the flrst notable cav-
aliy raid of • the war took place at 
Boonvllle. not far from Corinth. It 
waa led by Colonel W. L. Elliott. 
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HOW IS YOUR TITLE? 
Better See 

L. WM. FOSS 
About Ii.  

Office opposite Court Huu->e .  

Slsseion, • - South Dakota 
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William F Giasicr, tt. D. 

Physician and Surgeon 

OFFICE OVER REXALL DRUG STORE 

Office No. 146 
Phone: 

Residence No. 205 
Calls Answered Night or Day. 

Leave AH Orders at Maltianer's 

The Maei'tee By Which 

All Others Aire Judged 

More Than 
1,375,000 

in U»e 
For raore than thirty years the De Laval cream 

separator has been acknowledged as the World's 
Standard. 

You may hear it said of some scparr.tci' that "It's es 
good as a De Laval;" cr if some competing salesman 

wants to make his argument particularly strong, he'll sav 
" It's better than a De Laval." 

The concern wifh a cheaply and poorly constructed 
machine says "Just as good as a De Laval and costs less.' 

But everywhere the De Laval is recognized 
by experienced creamerymen and dairymen 
and even by makers cf would-be competing 
machines as the World's Standard. 

The crcarr. separator is more 
frequently used than any j Easfesl 
other machinc cn the farm, t0 turn! 

and for that reason, ii (cr no easiest t(h 
other, only the very best /ST wash, skima 
should be purchased, c,eanest! 
and that's lasls the longest 

.  [ S O O N E R  O R  L A T E R  
L>e Laval. I YOU WILL BUY A 

I D E  L A V A L  

Thomas 
S1SSETON 

Thompson 

MURRAY BROS.  

DRAY I TEAM WORK 

Phone NC- 91. 

S I S S E T O N ,  -  S .  D .  

ECK'S  

DRAY AND TRANSFER LINE 
l.'Oi'S A 

Genera! Dray and Transfer 
Business. 

l-'wiTiturf- Hr<] l'iar:o Vov.rj: u  S| itinity 
I'ioweel hn'l woe!. 

BEN ECK, Prop. 

Sullivan Lumbar Co, 
DEALER IN 

L U M B E R  

Lath, Shingles. Mouldings. Sash. Doors, 
Blinds. Screens, Building Paper. Fence Posts 

C O A L  

• Lime, Cement, and Hard Wall Plaster 

Sisseton, = South Dakota 
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See Your Engine 

Before You Buy 

WOULD you buy a horse 
without seeing it? Of 
course not. Then why 

take a chance on a machine that 
you may know less about than 
you do about a horse ? The safe 
way is to go to your local dealer, 
a man you know and can hold 
responsible, and buy from him 
an engine you can depend upon. 

'I H C 

Gasoline Engines 

are built on honor, from select
ed materials, and are all thor
oughly tested before shipment. 
You can rest assured that an 
I H C engine of a size suitable 
for your work, will give full 
satisfaction for so long a time 
that you will come to consider 
it the greatest bargain you ever 
made. IHC engines are made 
in every style and for every 
purpose. Sizes run from 1 to 
SO-horse powelr. Kerosene-
gasoline tractors, 12 to 45-horse 
power.-
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Lumber Co.1" 
Dealers in 
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Lumber, Brick, Lime and Cement * 

Western Coast Lumber a Specialty ' 

See us before yon build, 

Estimates Cheerfully Furnished, $ 

<¥> 
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^ Bernard E. Nelson, Local Manager f 
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|ORDER 
\onr Meats From the Up-to-date 

3  M E A T  •  M A R K E T  

2 And be insured good service. 
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International Hamster Coapini of Aairlca (Incorporated) 
Qicip ^y-usA 

I K C  S c t ^ c i  *  
The purpose of this Bureau is to furnish, 

free of charge to all, the best information 
obtainable on better farming. If you have 
any worthy questions concerning soils, crops, 
land drainage, irrigation, fertilizer, etc., 
make your inquiries specific and send them 
to IH C Service Bureau, Harvester Buildint 
Chicago, U S A 

| Fish, Oysters and Game 

5 IN SEASON. 

| w .  F .  M I L L E R ,  P r o p ,  j j  
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Dlwrttin. 
Tommy—Pop. one o' tbe teller* aayi 

I look like yon. 
Tommy's Pop—And what did yon My 

to him? 
Tommy—Gee! I couldn't My any* 

thing. He's a good bit bigger than 
me.—Philadelphia Record. • 

•6 YEARS' 
EXPERIENCE 

TRADE MARKS 
DESIGNS 

- - - COPYRIGHTS Ac. 
Anyone Moelpv i aketoh and description may 
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Tragic Story of the Titanic 
Is now out in book form. 

Thrilling, fascinating story of 
herosim unequalled in all history. 
Book bound in cloth, ,350 pages, 
with 50 full illustrations. 

The regular price of the book 
is $1.50, but the Sioux City Daily 
News is offering it with a year's 
subscrintion to that paper—all 
for $2.50. 

Leave your order at the Stand
ard office. Act at once, for this 
is the greatest bargain ever heard 
of—THE BOOK YOU' WANT 
AND THE NEWSPAPER YOU 
WANT—ALL FOR ONLY $2.50. 
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