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Biographical Sketch of 

Chief Gabriel Renville 
By SAMUEL J. BROWN 

The subject of this sketch was born at 1% Stone l;ike 
ubout April, 1825, and died in the residence of the wi iter at 
Browns Valley, Minn., oil August 20, 1S92. I.eing- in Iiis 
C>8th year at the time of his death. 

Gabriel's father was a full and only brother of the 
noted bois brule, Joseph Renville, (for whom one. of the 
counties of the state was named), and was called in Sioux 
Ohiya,—and in English Victor, the latter a translation of 
the Sioux name. Ohiya or Victor Renville was born and 
reared among the Sioux, and, though a mixed-blood, was, 
it is said, in appearance, language, habits ami feelings, a full-

if CO Misiderable note ami 
(-hippewas w;is killed and 
what is now Fort Ripley 

in his canoe while coming 

a mixed-
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blood Sioux. lie was a warrior o 
while on the war-path against the 
scalped in the neighborhood of 
about the year 1832, shot dead 
down the Mississippi. 

Gabriel's mother, Winona Crawford, also 
blood, was the grand-daughter of Ta-tanka-rnani, 
ing Buffalo, mentioned by Lieutenant Pike in 
also described in Neill's History of Minnesota as a 'Sioux 
chief who was the principal man at the treaty of Vortage des 
Sioujc |  near the mouth of the Missouri river| in 1815.'" and 
Mras the daughter of a Sioux woman (Ta-tanka-mani's daugh
ter) and a Mr. Crawford, a prominent British trader in the 
Northwest prior to and during the war of 1812. She was 
also born and reared among the Sioux, and, though mar
ried, always retained her father's name. She lived for some 
time with the family of the noted Colonel Dixon, the : 'red
headed Scotchman" and trader at Lake Traverse, who fig-
now living at Good Will. South Dakota, the former being 
pastor of the Presbyterian church there. Winona Crawford 
died at Sisseton Agency, S. P., in 1897, aged about 02 years. 

Gabriel Renville never attended school, except for 
about a month in Chicago, and except also when he was 
learning to read and write his own language from the mis
sionaries. When he was about, 16 years old, ay father, then 
living at Grey Cloud, after cutting his hair and dressing him 
in white boy's clothes, took him to Chicago and placed him 
in school there; but schoolroom confinement and association 
with strangers speaking an unintelligible and strange tongue 
did not agree with him or suit him, and in about a month he 
ran away and traveled on foot across the prairies of Illinois 
and through the woods of Wisconsin hack to his home in 
Minnesota. He could never 'be induced to return, but in 
later years always upbraided my father for not giving him a 
sound thrashing and sending him back. 

He spoke no English, but was a thorough master of 
the Sioux tongue. He possessed an unlimited command of 
the language, was an easy speaker, and was never at a loss 
ured so prominently among the Indians of the Northwest in 
the war with England in 1812. She was married about 1,810 
to Narcisse Frenier, a bois brule and Indian trader at Läse 
Traverse, who, shortly after his marriage went over to-the 
Missouri river to look for a location for a trading post, was 
taken sick on the trip, and, as is supposed, died, for he nev
er returned. By this union there was born a daughter. Su
san, who became the wife of the late .Joseph R. Brown, and 
who is still living, and now residing with her son, the writer, 
at Browns Valley, Minn. 

After Frenier's death, Winona married Ohiya, or Vic
tor Renville, and by this union there was born a son. the 
subject of this sketch. About three years after the death of 
Gabriel's father she married Akipa, a full-blood, who later 
was given a white man's name ami called Joseph Akipa 
Renville, and who was always prominent in the councils of 
his tribe, and who died at. the Sisseton Agency, South Dako
ta, in 1891. By this union there were born two sons, 
Charles Renville and Thomas Renville, both of whom have 
of late years added "Crawford" to their name, and who arc 
for words. The writer was intimately associated with him 
for many years,—acted as his interpreter on many a visit to 
the Great Father at Washington, and had therefore ample 
opportunities for judging,—and can say that in his opinion 
Gabriel Renville had no superior—no equal, even—as to the 
use of the Sioux language. He knew the use of it so well 

and so completely that every Avord was a sledge hammer, al
ways clear, homely but strong, and to the point.. The writer 
well remembers that on one occasion when in Washington 
he was asked by a high official if he would lie pleased with 
an Eastern man for Agent. 11 is answer was, "No, give us 
a Western man. Eastern men are wise and good, but they 
can't tell an Indian from a buffalo calf." 1 

In personal appearance Chief Renville, was a striking 
figure,—broad-shouldered, tall, straight, sinewy, and ath
letic looking. He would command attention anywhere. 

As to his services and conduct during the Sioux out
break of 18(52 and the war following the outbreak, as well as 
the estimate placed upon his character and worth by prom
inent men who knew him, the writer can do no better than 
to give extracts of letters and papers from Gen. IL IL Sib
ley, Major Joseph R. Brown, Gen. John B. Sanborn, Sen
ator C. K. Davis, all of Minnesota, and Prof. C. C. Painter, 
formerly of Fisk University, Tenn., and afterward agent of 
the Indian Rights Association at Washington, D. C. 

Gen. Sibley, in a communication to the Commission
er of Indian Affairs, dated June 22, 1868, said: 

"Mr. Renville was among the most trusted and reli
able of the mixed-bloods employed by me, while I was pros
ecuting the campaigns against the hostile Sioux in 1864 and 
1865. Indeed, so well pleased was I with his fidelity, en
ergy, and intelligence, that I appointed him Chief of the 
Scouts to whom the outer line of defences of the frontier of 
this State, and of Dakota Territory, was entrusted; and he 
signalized himself by unremitting and distinguished services, 
in that, important position. 

"Mr. Renville was instrumental in saving the lives of 
many white captives, taken by the Indians in 1802, by his 
influence and determined efforts in their behalf; and he lost 

a large amount of property, including horses appropriated 
the hostile savages, or destroyed, in consequence of his op 
position to their murderous course. 
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"In tiiet he was reduced fronra position of comfort, 
and comparative opulence, to depend upon what he could 
earn by his daily exertions, for the subsistence of himself 
«and his family, and he was not included in the award of the 
$7,o00 appropriated by Congress to be apportioned among 
those who had remained faithful to the government, by 
some strange and unaccountable omission. 

"I have appealed many times to the Interior and War 
Department in behalf of the Indians and mixed-bloods who 
exposed life and property in defending the whites against 
the outrage and massacres to which so many were subjected, 
during the out-brake referred to. but no one individual is 
entitled to more consideration that Gabriel Renville, and I 
trust it will be in 1 lie power of your Bureau to make ample 
amends to liiin lor the looses ho has sustained, and the sacri
fices he has made, in maintaining the power of the govern
ment against the organized and almost universal disaffection 
and violence of his own kindred and people." 

Major Brown, in a communication to the Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs, dated March ">, l87<>, said : 

"Those organized for an armed resistance to hostilities 
of the hostile bands were largely of the relations of the 
Chief, and were organized arid operated under his exertions 
and authority. Bv the exertions of those Indeans hundreds 
of whites were saved, and many of the hostile bands were 
punished. During the month of May, 1805, thirteen men 
who were on their way to depredate upon the whites were 
killed at different times by those friendly Indians, while 
acting as scouts for the protection of the frontier under the 
immediate command of Gabriel Renville, their chief." 

Professor Painter, in a letter to Dr. Edwin Everett 
Hale, of Boston, dated in September, 1888, said: 

"'Renville is a fine specimen of the 'noble red man;' 
stately, dignified, reticent, intelligent, straightforward and 
manly in his bearing, impressing those with whom he meets 
as possessing great reserved force which could easily he. call
ed into action if his good sense and perfect mastery of him
self consented. During the winter I had many interviews 
with him, and was impressed always increasingly by the 
quiet dignity and greatness of the man. He told the story 
of his great wrongs in an unruffled, dispassionate calmness, 
which almost appeared to be indifference, but there were 
now and then flashes of lightning in his eye which revealed 
seserves of strength and feeling which were under the con
trol of a, master mind and will." 

General Sand born, in a note to the writer dated 
September 10, 1802, said: 

"Renville's death was a great loss to his people, and to 
all his acquaintances. He was one of the best, if not the 
best man I ever knew, if good and benevolent, actions done 
from good and benevolent motives constitute true goodness, 
which I think all concede. He was also a man of great, 
mental force, capable of doing a great deal of good or a great 
deal of evil. It was fortunate both for the Indians and the 
whites that his influence and power was always used and 
always found on the side of right and justice. The Sissetons 
cannot expect to see his like again." 

Senator Davis, in the course of a speech in the United 
States Senate, according to the Congressionial Record of Feb
ruary 8. d 800, said : 

"1 knew Gabriel Renville well. He first called my 
attention to this subject when I was governor of Minnesota, 
in 1874 and 1875. Hn was a great man in his way, and 
was a good man from any point of view. His men fought 
on our side in the Indian war. He rescued many white 
women and children from the hands of Little Crow and his 
band, then waging war against us. He sent his young men 
into the armies of the 1'nited States during the war of the 
rebellion." 

The writer is in possession of many other letters and 
papers from many other prominent men, among them 
Bishop Whipple, Dr. Daniels, and Major Rose, all of whom 
knew him well, all speaking in the highest terms of the 
man: but space will not. allow of their reproduction here, 
and so will content himself bv simply saying that he be
lieves that the brains of Gabriel Renville saved many whites 
during the Sioux outbreak of 1802. that no person in the 
friendly camp made greater exertions for the preservation of 
the whites than he, and that, combination of friendly Indians 
and mixed-bloods, through which the white captives were 
obtained from the hostile Indians and delivered over to 
General Sibley, originated with and was organized by him. 

So deeply and so thoroughly was the Department of 
the Interior impressed with Renville's abilities and general 
usefulness that at the close of the Indian war, at its sugges 
tion, lie was made Chief of the Sisseton and Wahpcton 
Sioux of lake Traverse, and remained as such chief until his 
death. 

This rambling and imperfect sketch, already too long, 
must be brought to a close. But, before doing so the writer 
would add that Minnesota, owes much to Gabriel Renville, 
and that the least it ought to do for him would be to cause 
a suitable monument to be erected to his memory ; and that 
in his opinion the shaft so to be erected should stand not 
only on the soil of the State he loved and served so well, 
but also on the spot where his forefathers lived, on the "old 
Sioux reservation," which was confiscated by Congress, and 
which he labored so hard to have restored to the scouts and 
soldiers of his tribe, on the spot where General Sibley camp-
ed for a week with his whole army in 1863, preparing for a 
dash across the plains to the Missouri, and where Renville 
was then consulted and advised with so often, and where he 
and his scouts were accostomed to bivouac while "ohacing 
the Little Crow," and where the old chief died, between 
Big Stone and Traverse lake. Let this be done that we 
may show to her sister state, and indeed to the world, that 
Minnesota can honor a worthy son, even though a mixed-
blood Indian. 

Browns Valley, Minn., Nov. 18, 
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For Infants and Children. 

The Kind You Have Always BoogW 
Bears the 

S i g n a t u r e  o f  

Irresistible. 
"Why," he asked Iiis wife, "do 

you insist on buying your groceries 
at that place't They overcharge 
you for everything." 

"I know their prices are high, but 
they always keep an uncovered 
crock of pickles sitting on the coun
ter where it is so easy to reach 
them."—Chicago Record-Herald, 

You SET THERE 
HAS. NEW STOCK 

OF THE REAL 
TOBACCO CHEW ] 
JUST ARRivto 
AT THE . SMC, 

WMÄTS THE 
ANYTHINC 

1 

THE GOOD JUDGE AND THE KNOWING ONE 

'THOUGHT he was using 
too much tobacco—Then 

he bought a pouch of "Right-Cut," 
the Real Tobacco Chew. Now ne keeps 
tobacco-satisfied with less than a quarter 
his old size chew, and fewer of them. 

And he doesn't have to work it to get the 
flavor. A ready chew. Short-shred, cut fine— 
so the flavor comes 

Pure, rich, sappy, mellow tobacco—seasoned 
and sweetened just enough. 

The Real Tobacco Chew | 
10 Cents a Pouch 

A SK your dealer today. 
he doesn't sell "Right-

Cut," send us 10 cents in 
stamps. We'll send you a 

cn. poucti 

We fnoranlt« it to 
ke pare c hawing 
fofcecce end letter 
than the old hind. 

RIGHT-CUT 
CHEWING 

TOBACCO 

WEYMAN-BRUT0N COMPANY 
50 Uli* Spin, New York 

F .  J .  SCHEFFLER 
Physician and Surgeon 

Calls Answsrotf'Dsy " Ntfht 
Phone No. 137, Res. 118 

Office Over Swanberg s Shoe Store 
Sisseton, S- D. 
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Black Silk Stove Polish 
Is different. It docs 
not dry out; can be 
used to the last drop? liquid and paste one^, 
quality; absolutely 120 waste; no Oust or 
dirt. You get your mondy's worth. 

Black Silk Ä 
^„domical, bnt it givt-s a bril

liant,silky lustre that cannot be obtained withany 
other poflHh. Mack Silk 8tov# 1'ohnh do«;n not 
rub off—it laste foar tin«« a« lonv a* ordinary ihiI-
leh—eo It navca you tlmn, work and wom*y. 

IkinUforgAi when you want 
Mow poll*!) lie mire i<> &Kk for 
Blaek tillk. If It Ihii't thv 
Btovo polish you «!V, r iimmI— 
your dealvr »ill refund >uur 
money. 

Black Silk Stove Polish 
Works, Sterling, Illinois. 

Use Mark Silk Air Drilnr In»» 
Enam*l on gniH*;. i «'Kihtvr*. 
Htovi>-pi|u*44, and iiutnmolulfi 
tiro ritiif. Vrvvctitu niFting. 

Üho Rtark Mlk Vlrfal P*IUk for 
Rllvcruur«-, iiM-kH, unwaiv.or 
liratw. It worksfjmrkljVÄKily, 
and loaviwa brilliant xorface. 
It has no equal for utc on au
tomobile*. 

RUTH N HAY 
Chiropractor 

II you have tr'od everything and failed 
to BiWI health, try Chiropractor, (spins!) 
adjustments, and gel eell. Office in Swed 
lund'h building. Honrs, K le is a. m. and 

7 to 9 p. m. 

O. E. IJKN 

Lands, Loans and 
INSURANCE 

RISSETO?«, S. D. 

IF BACK HURTS USE 
SALTS FOR KIDNEYS 

Est lees meat if Kidney* feel like lead 
or Bladder bothers yon—Meat 

forms aric acid. 

Most folks forget that the kidneys, 
like the bowels, get sluggish and clogged 
end need a flushing occasionally, else we 
have backache and dull misery in the 
kidney region, severe headaches, rheu
matic twinges, torpid liwr, acid stomach, 
eleeplensifps and all sorts of bladder dis
orders. 

You biinply must keep your kiduvys 
active and clean, and the moment you 
feel an ache 'or pain in the kidney 
region, get about four ounces of Jad 
Salts from any good drug store here, 
take a tablespoonful in a glase of water 
before breakfast for a few days and 
your kidneys will then act fine. This 
famous salts is made from the acid of 
grapes and lemon jui<:i\ combined with 
lithia, and is harmless to flush clogged 
kidneys and stimulate tin in to normal 
activity. It also neutralizes the acids 
in the urine so it 110 lui:g-T irritates, 
thus ending bladder disord' rs. 

Jad Salts is harmlepn: inexpensive; 
makes a delightful effervescent lithia-
water di ink which (veryliuuy should v.ke 
now and th< 11 t>> tiieir ki'ir.f'yc 
thus avoiding serious comiViicaUon; 

A well-km.«» local druggist says ne 
sells lot a of Tad Salt s to fulk--- who r.ell.'vo 
in overcoming kidney trouble while it is 
only trouble. 

Let Us Show You a Buckeye 
Come in and see these wonderful in

cubators at work! 
Let us show you the chicks while they 

arc hatching and prove to you that we 
arc selling the greatest hatching device 
ever invented. Let us show you an in
cubator that yon or anybody can ope
rate and hatch a chick from every hatch-
ablc egg. e 

Every Buckeye Incubator is sold with 
a tfuaraatee — a guarantee to hatch 
every hatchable egg—and they never fail. 
We can show you dozens of testimon
ials from people who bought Buckcyes— 
people who never owned an incubator 
—who are repeatedly hatching every 
hatchable egg they put in them. 

We want you to see these incubators 
and be convinced that they will hatch 
more chicks, bigger chicks and stronger 
chicks than any old hen you ever owned. 

Made in 5 sizes—60 eggs to 350 eggs. 
Sold as low as 

$10.00 
On the market zs years—ovir 325,000 

in 3HCcessful operation. Ask for a Buck
eye Catalogue. 

Ed Bennett, Agent. 
Palace Pool Hall 

RHEUMATIC SUFFERERS 
»MOULD USE 

The Standard for news. 

Fof mU form» oi 

Rheumatism 

LUMBAGO. 
SCIATICA. GOUT. NEURALGIA. 
AND KIDNEY TROUBLES. 

STOP THE PAIN 
BhreaQelck Relief 
H, Other Remedy Like II 

rues ON MDVRT 
Swanson Rheumatic Cure Co« 
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