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Does it Mean War ? 
Mexicans Fire on American Marines; 

Four Killed and Twenty Wounded 
—Congress Gives President Wilson 
Full Power to Act. 

All eyes are now turned towards Washington. Since 
the report of the killing of four American marines at Vera 
<>uz a feeling of feverish excitement has spread over the 
country akin to that which was experienced at the time of 
the blowing up of the Maine. While the dispatches have 
been rather meagre, it is reported that no sooner had the 
Americans put foot upon Mexican soil, in compliance with 
orders from President Wilson, than they were fired upon by 
an army of sharp shooters from the housetops of the city of 
Vera Cruz. While the Americans lost but four, it is stated 
that nearly 20c Mexicans were killed. The affair caused 
vongress to wake up to the seriousness of the situation and 
give the president the power he had been asking. No man 
••an foresee what the outcome of this trouble will be, but all 
right-thinking people hope for a speedy adjustment of the 
difficulty without, further bloodshed. I'resident Wilson's 
adroitness in avoiding trouble with this ignorant, and hot
headed people through the past year, gives confidence to all 
that he will do nothing rash in his determination to uphold 
the honor and dignity of the American Hag. But, quiet man 
as he is, he Avil 1 not brook insult for long. 

Locally developments are being closely watched, as 
Capain Fred Kelly of Peever and Lieut. Charles Strand of 
this city have received orders to be in readiness to go to 
Washington at a moment's call. Members of Co. I are also 
?aid to be doing a little serious thinking. 

' 

CAPTAIN FRED KELLY. 

The Sisseton Saloon 
The result of Tuesday's elec 

tion on the sale of intoxicating 
liquors leaves little reason to 
doubt that Sisseton contains an 
increased number of citizens who 
think for ,themselves and we 
ought to be proud that we live in 
such a city. The saloon does not 
oay. 

The grocer says he has more 
customers who are careless 
about their bills, especially those 
who are tempted to drink. The 
implement dealer reports that he 
has hacl to carry over the 
accounts of drinking coustomers. 
The butcher notes a falling off 
in his trade. The man who deals 
in soft drinks lost fully half of 
his trade. Even interest which 
was formerly paid promptly, has 
in some cases defaulted with no 
reason for it but the presence of 
the saloon. 

Again the working man says 
so-and-so had a job for me but he 
spent the money in the saloon 
and I did not get the job, so he 
voted dry. All along the line 
came the same report, that what 
the saloon got, someone else failed 
to get. With a prospective income 
•of $75,000, and a profit turned 
back to the public of probably 
$20,000, there is a dead loss to 

the community or the difference, 
less the wages spent for saloon 
employees and the companative
ly small amounts sent away for 
liquors by individuals. -

The so-called municipal saloon 
has been one of the best things 
that ever happened to Sisseton, 
for it caused the citizens to think. 
If the license was a good thing, 
then the public was entitled to all 
the profits, as far as possible, so 
we tried that when we had to 
have some kind of a saloon. But 
as soon as people began serious
ly to consider if it did really pay, 
they found out that the so-called 
profits would not offset the 
actual losses to the community 
as a whole, 

Now, we have another problem. 
Citizens, you have thought to a 
purpose so far, continue to think. 
The best officers in the world, 
with but a small part of their 
time to devote to public business, 
cannot fully enforce all the laws 
without the whole hearted sup
port ol' all the citizens. Let us 
each continue to think. Ask you r-
self what you can do to make this 
one of the cleanest, most law 
abiding cities in America, then 
do it. 

This means you, individually. 
The public should take a vital 

•interest in the city in which they 
live and help with their best 

1 ideas and their best efforts. 
E. F. Atwood. 

Committtees Met. 

As provided by the Richards 
law, the committeemen and can
didates for office met at the court 
house Tuesday to select county 
chairmen. The republican meet
ing was called to order by An
drew Marvick. Levi Foss of Wil-
mot was made temporary chair 
man and J. A. Peterson of this 
city temporary secretary. On 
motion O. F. Caribergof this city 
was unanimously elected as 
chairman of the county commit
tee. 

The Democrats re-elected Dr. 
Robertson to a similar position. 

LIEUTENANT OHAS. STRAND. 

W. C. T. Ü. COLUMN 
The local lndies!of the W. C. T. U. are solely 

responsible for whatever appears under this 
heading. 

The liquor interests were dealt 
a staggering blow in Illinois on 
Tuesday, April 7. Nearly one 
thousand saloons were put out of 
business and abont twenty count
ies were added to the "dry" list. 

A majority of the counties of 
Illinois are now antisaloon terri
tory. The "drys" did not lose a 
single place that was in "dry" ter
ritory before the election,but the 
liquor interests lost about twen
ty counties and nea rly a thousand 
saloons. The activity of the wom
en in this ' wet" and "dry" was 
very manifest and the ballots of 
the women undoubtedly caused 
the defeat of the "wets" in many 
places. The "wet" and "dry" 
map of Illinois as published in the 
daily press was a very interest
ing study. Itshowed the condi
tion before the election and the 
situation as it now stands. 

The next move of the antisaloon 
forces will be on Chicago. A 
large, carefully selected delegat
ed meeting has been called. 

Plans are being formulated 
for a year of educational work to 
prepare for the contest in April, 
1915. It is believed that with the 
votes of the women and a well-
organized educationalp ropaga nd a 
that there is a good chance to 
make Chicago dry. Such an ef
fort must be in the hands of care
ful, capable leaders and if the sup
port of the daily papers can be 
enlisted success may very reason
ably be expected. The women 
did good work in the aldermanic 
contests in Chicago and several 
good men undoubtedly owe their 
election to the activity of the wo
men. Watch Chicago in 1915. 
—Northwestern Christian Advo
cate. 

A Michigan hotel keeper adver
tises his hostelry as affording 
accommodationsfor''two hundred 
and fifty guests with wide piazzas 
and a fine vew." That must 
make some of the "bay window" 
men feel quite slim. 

Sisseton Goes Dry; 
Knapp Re-elected 

Everybody Gets Big Surprise 
on License Vote. 

The people of this city were 
greatly surprised Tuesday after
noon when the votes on the license 
ballot were counted and it was 
found that every ward had gone 
"dry" and that the majority 
against the saloon was almost 100 
or to be exact, 98. People who 
had carefully gone over the situ
ation were willing to stake their 
opinion on f rom 30 to 50 majority, 
but none dared venture a higher 
number. That the "bloody" 
third ward should go "dry" was 
the biggest surprise of all — 
something it had never been 
known to do before. The vote by 
wards on the license question 
was as follows: 
First, Ward-

Yes 50 
No 02 
Majority 12 

Second Ward— 
Yes 20 
No 1)7 
Majority .. 47 

Third Ward-
Yes 52 
No 91 
Majority 89 
The vote on mayor by wards 

was as follow: 
1st. 2nd. !Jd. Total 

Knapp 60 48 79 187 
Jackson 50 35 61 146 

Knapp's majority 41 
The figures on alderman areas 

follows,:. 
First Ward-

Casper Kennedy (one year) 61 
O. E. Lien 45 
Kennedy 's Majority 16 
Frank Parker (2 years) .. 51 
W. F. Carlberg (2 years)... 49 
Parker's Majority 2 

Second Ward— 
E. W. Ericlcson (2 years).. 52 
O. E. Tostenson (2 years)... 33 
Erickson's Majority 19 

Third Ward— 
H. A. Morrill (1 year) 76 
Christ Christenson (1 year) 53 
Morrill's Majority 23 
C. F. Harris (2 years) 78 
Arthur Jackson (2 years).. 47 
Harris's Majority • 31 
For city treasurer Mr. Gamm 

had no opposition and received a 
splended vote in each ward. 

Wilmot went "dry" by 62 votes, 
so it is reported. 

Ortley goes dry as a result of not 
1 laving enough legitimate signers 
to their petition to vote on the 
proposition. Citizens of Ortley 
employed McKenna Bros, of this 
city to take the matter before 
Judge Bouck at Milbank, when it 
was decided that the petition was 
defective, and seven names were 
striken off. 

Summit also went dry, which 
puts the whole of Roberts County 
in the dry column. 

Youngdahl a Talker 
Fiery Orator from Minnesota Closes 

Temperance Campaign. 

Advertising | in the Standard 
brings reealt». 

v i" 

Attention, Children! 
The Civic League, through the 

kindness of Mr. Stavig, have 
been enabled to get seeds for 1 
cent per package, one dollar be
ing all the available money to 
spend for this purpose. 

It was decided to give three 
packages of seeds to the first 
eleven children in each ward who 
may apply to Miss Robinson at 
the Library, about next Thurs
day. 

Other children who wish to 
buy the seeds may comepete in 
the contest. 

The best gardens in each ward 
will be decided upon by a commit
tee next August. 

The seeds are petunia calleop-
sis and double zinnia,* one pack
age of each. 

There will be a meeting of the 
Civic League May 5th at the Com
mercial Club rooms, at which 
every woman in Sisseton is urged 
to attend. 

Hon. P. J. Youngdahl was 
greeted with the largest croud 
that has yet been present at the 
New Grand, last Sunday evening. 
All the standing room was taken 
and many had to be turned away 
on acount of lack of room. A 
large chorus choir from the Lu
theran church, Mrs. Rudie ac
companist, furnished two fine 
musical numbers and lead in the 
congregational singing. Those 
who gathered to hear Mr. Young
dahl were surely not disappointed 
as he is a whirlwind of a speaker. 
The talk he gave was an argu
ment for the abolition of the li
quor evil and he discussed the 
subject from the two viewpoints, 
the economic and the moral side. 
The whole lecture was full of apt 
and witty stories and his logic so 
clear that he carried every thing 
before him. 

The history of civilization, said 
the speaker, is a story of con
stant strife and struggle. All 
its benefits have come because 
men have disagreed and have ar
gued, discussed arid debated 
their differences. From such 
discussions has come the civiliz
ation of the hour. God has allot
ted to each age and to each nation 
its own particular problems. 
The American nation is today 
facing great problems and these 
must bo solved if we are to keep 
a place in the world's history. 
Among those vexatious questions 
confronting us are the labor pro
blem, the difficulties existing be
tween capital and organized labor, 
the negro question in the south, 
the monopolies and trusts in our 
cities, and greatest of all the bat
tle with the liquor traffic, the 
grapple with the bottle. Indeed, 
so great is our last problem that 
it will require all the energy, all 
the tact, all the wisdom, all the 
patience, all the love humanity 
possesses, in order to solve it 
once and forever. This great 
problem, has been with the world 
almost from the beginning and 
every nation has had its struggle 
with it. The Sphinx, the silent 
witness of the rise and downfall 
of that great country of Egypt, if 
it could speak, would tell of the 
havoc, the debauchery, the de
basement which it bought to that 
land. Babylonia, that proud na
tion of the East, read in the hand
writing on the wall the results of 
its drunken orgies, the prophets 
of Israel recognized the danger 
and denounced the liquor curse, 
Greece fell because of the un
speakable immorality brought in 
by the use of wine, Rome, that 
proud nation governing the 
known world from her throne on 
the seven hills, who would never 
submit to an enemy, had to bow 
her head to the liquor evil and 
suffer defeat,— and so the story 
might be prolonged. All fell be
cause they failed to recognize as 
that great man Archbishop Ire
land has said, "The chief asset of 
a nation is its manhood." Amer 
ica is the one last great nation 
There are no farther countries to 
the west. Shall we "the great 
melting pot of all nations " fail? 
We lack no resources, we have 
education, intelligence, thrift; if 
we do fail it will, be because we 
do not recognize the value of mo
rality. The labor problem surely 
is a great question, one of great 
economic importance, but the li 
quor problem is not only of eoon 

omic importance, it is social, mo
ral, and religious as well. 

In the United States alone two 
thousand million dollars are 
spent every year for liquor. Mr. 
Youngdahl gave a very interesting 
list of figures he had made out 
showing how such an immense 
sum might be spent for the good 
of the people of the nation. If 
we should erect 5,000 new hospi
tals at a cost of $25,000 each, em
ploy 5,000 physicians at a salary 
of $3,000 per year and 25,000 
trained nurses at a salary of 
$1,000 per year; if we should erect 

,000 churches at a sum of $25,000 
each, and hire 5,000 ministers at 
$3,000 each per year; if we should 
take 100,000 families from the 
slums of our cities and buy each 
a 160 acre farm at the cost of $30 
per acre; if we should build 
homes for 200,000 other poor fa
milies at a cost of $2,500 each; if 
we should give 100,000 widows a 
pension of $500 per year; if we 
should employ 20,000 missiona
ries at a salary of $2,000 each; 
if we should do all these things 
there would still remain out of 
the sum the American nation 
spends for liquor every year the 
sum of $195,000,000. Figure it 
out for yourself and see. This 
two' thousand million dollars if 
properly used might solve a 
great many economic problems 
and save a great economic waste 
as well. In spending it lor the 
purposes above named.how many 
working men, and how many 
branches of industry . would be 
aided. Some men argue that 
the liquor business gives employ
ment to many men but in com
parison with other industries it 
employs the fewest men and 
makes the biggeist profits of any 
business on earth, and the license 
money paid is a mere trifle, in 
comparison with those profits. 

The speaker did not discuss 
the liquor evil from a political 
point of view but in passing over 
that phase of the question said 
that from a political standpoint 
there is no more damnable evil in 
the country to-day. 

Some voters argue that while 
no doubt the annual drink bill of 
the nation is a great economic 
waste from a national point of 
view, that from a local stand
point the saloon is a good thing, 
since to them it seems that it 
brings people into town, makes 
business more lively, lessens 
taxes, etc. It is not possible to 
turn a thing economically wrong 
from a national point of view into 
something economically right 
from a local standpoint, and the 
speaker illustrated this point by 
bringing back the case of an or
dinary drinking farmer, the man 
who is not a boozer in any sense 
of the word, simply a peaceable, 
law-abiding citizen who thinks 
there is no harm in taking a glass 
of liquor occasionally when he 
comes to town. Now, if there 
were no saloons, this respectable 
man would not be chasing some 
blind pig up the alley when he 
came to town, but if it were a cold» 
raw day he and his friend Tom 
would probably go to a restaurant 
and have some hot coffee; and, by 
the way, no one ever heard of a 
man trying to get outside of 
twenty cups of coffee at a time. 
The farmer's money would, then 
be spent for shoes, clothing, gro-

~ (Continued on page 4) 


