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WAR TAX 
CONSTRUED 

GIVE THE BOY A CHANCE. 

Swenumson (»f t  a  Lot  

Valuable  I informat ion.  

Few people understand the new 
emergency revenue law, aiul many 
do not know where to get reliable 

The world's record tor corn-rais-
iug belongs to Walter I,. Deenson, 
an Alabama boy, yet in his early 
teens. year this boy raised 
251 bushels of corn on a single acre 

j of land, which is the largest yield 
per acre ever recorded. This re
markable Record was made by an 
ordinary boy and oil ordinary land. 
He became interested in corn rais-

JOHN D1ETZ 
PARDONED 

Defender  of  Cameron Dam 

Given Liber ty .  

information in regard to same, j  'UK -u>d studied into the matter of 
Not so with J. (). Swenumson, ourj the kind and proper use of iertiliz 
Register of Deeds. He never! ̂ >s and proper cultivation. As a 
groupes around in the dark. When result of putting his knowledge to 

there is anything that he does not 
thoroughly understand he gets busy 
and he generally knows where to 
get reliable information. He re
cently asked the United States At* 
torney the ten following questions 
relative to this law: 

1 Does acknowledgements on 
deeds and mortgages require reve
nue stamps? 

2 Does acknowledgements on 
assignments of mortgage* require 
revenue stamps? 

3 Does acknowledgements on 
satisfactions of mortgages i squire i 

practical use, he has raised 232 
bushels of corn on one acre of land, 
thereby winning the championship 
of the world. What Walter L. 
Deenson has done serves to show 
what a common everyday, out-and-
out boy can do if he is given the 
chance. There are thousands of 
ambitious boys 011 the rich farms of 
this state who never know what it 
is to be encouraged to take an in
terest in agriculture or stock rais
ing. If these boys were given a 
small plot of ground and some seed 

I —corn for example—to plant and 
cultivate, a circus would not be 
able to turn his thoughts very far 
away from the "enchanted spot" 
where a wonderful harvest will be 
thrirs to reap. A boy may not be 
able to raise 232 bushels of coin on 
an acre of his father's land, but he 
can do well enough to make his ef
forts worth while. What boy in 

j this country is going after the 
j world's championship record next? 

re,|l,,rej WASTE $200,000,000 IN EGGS. 

b e f o r e  ' One In Every Ten Broken In Transit; 

revenue stamps? 
4 Does acknowledgements dated 

before December 1st, 1914, require 
revenue stamps? 

5 Does acknowledgements dated 
before October 22, 1914, require 
revenue stamps? 

6 On what instruments are ac
knowledgements exempt from reve
nue stamps? 

7 Does Register of Deed certi
ficates 011 certified copies 
revenue stamps? 

S Does deeds executed 
December 1st, 1914, require reven-! Three Are Addled. 

. I Between the lien and the consumer 
stamps. I tbere ls ,, wuste of $200.000.000 of eggs 

9 Does deeds executed before j  each year. 
October 22, require revenue stamps? ' Thls  Wils  the testimony given at the 

, . . . .  ,  . ,  ,  ,  I  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  " e g g  t r u s t "  i n u t i i r v  10 Does affidavits to renew chat- v ,, ;  . • I 111 New lorl; by William Mann of the 
tie mortgages require reven 11 ejlnw department of the New York Con
stant ps1 1 fa! railroad, who read a letter from 

In his letter of December 31, 1914|^tTc" °' asr icUl t"'"e  to  

Ii. W. Piske, Assistant United j According to these figures the Amer-
States Attorney, in answer to the 
foregoing questions says. 

"Questions numbered 1 to 5 
should be answered in the negative, 
Under date of December 11, 1914, 
the Commissioner of Internal Reve
nue held: "A simple acknowledge
ment or jurat before a notary pub
lic or other officer authorised toad-
minister oaths is not taxable" 
tinder this holding "all" should 
be the answer to question 6. 

In answer to question 7 would 
say that the Commissioner on the 
last above named date held gener
ally as follows: All certificates re
quired by law issued by any de
partment or officer of the Govern
ment at the request of private per
sons, solely for private use should 
be stamped; certificates issued by 
state or municipal officers showing 
the authority of the person before 
whom an instrument is attested is 
taxable; all certificates not such as 
are required in thegeneral discharge 
of governmental functions on the 
part of the officers giving them, 
but such as are needed for private 
use and private interests are sub
ject to tax, if the law requires they 
shall be issued on demand therefore; 
otherwise exempt. 

All certificates issued for the use 
of the Government, federal, state 
or local are exempt a., also are all 
certificates given for public pur
poses, such as public health, safety 
or wellfare. Marriage licenses, 
automobile licenses and those of a 
similar nature are also exempt, 

In answer to questions 8 and 9 it 
is my recollection that the Commis
sioner tias also held that all deeds 
executed and delivered prior to 
December 1st, 1914, are not taxable. 

As the law itself especially ox 
empt from taxation any insuru-
ment given to secure a debt. I 
should think that a renewal of that 
instrument would bring it in that 
class, though you should govern 
yourself in this particular by the ! 
rulings of the Revenue Department. 

can egg crop is worth $700,000,000 >1 
year, and $,".0,000,000 is lost through 
breakage in transit. 

The egg as the hen lays it is almost 
Invariably a good egg, ran the evi
dence, but one out of every ten eggs 
the hen lays for market is broken on 
the way there. Three of the remain
ing nine eggs are addled before they 
reach the consumer, and 40 per cent of 
the eggs are good only for strong pal
ates or tanning leather 

Austria Regulates Potato Prices. 
The maximum prices for potatoes 

have been in force throughout Austria. 
Two hundred and twenty pounds 
wholesale cost from to 12 kronen 
($1.80 to ,$2.-10). People found tu be 
hoarding more potatoes than are nec
essary for their requirements can be 
compelled- to sell them, and any one 
contravening the new regulations is 
liable to a fine not exceeding 5,000 
kronen or arrest and imprisonment. 

Moht of rhe people around here 
have uodoubt read or heard of John 
Diet/, who was convicted three 
years ago for murder and sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Since that 
time his family have been working 
diligently to secure his release! 
thousands of people all over the 
world signed a petition and on 
Christmas day Mr. Diet/, was grant
ed a pardon by the govenor af Wis
consin. Following is an article 
taken from a Chicago weekly in 
their issue of the 26th. 

The State of Wisconsin, through 
its govenor, presented John Dietz, 
the "outlaw of Cameron Dam," 
with his freedom for a Christmas 
present. The action was the result 
of a monster petition signed by-
thousands of people throughout 
the state. Diet/, was convicted 
three years ago for the murder of 
Deputy Sheriff Oscar Harp and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Dietz gained his title of "outlaw 
of Cameron Dam" when he de
fended his log cabin on Thornapple 
River, Wis., against a posse of 
deputy sheriffs sent to arrest him. 
The dam, he alleged, was the pro
perty of Mrs. Dietz bv virtue of a 
deed of the forty acres of land sur
rounding it. When the Mississippi 
River Loggi 11gCompany attempted 
to assume control of the dam, Dietz 
who was a dead shot, took up his 
rifle in its defense, and also armed 
his family, consisting of his wife, 
two sons and two daughters. 

He was finally captured, after 
the log house was riddled with 
bullets, and charged with the mur
der of Deputy Sheriff Harp. At 
his trial, Diet/, acted as his own 
lawyer and made an impassioned 
plea to the jury. 

LEGISLATORS 
IN SESSION 

A. O.  Overbv is  Appointed 

AT THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL DOUBLE MURDER 
AT GEDDES 

Postmaster .  

I 'il'l'lV. .hill, 
can Went into 
wi th  E .  I I .  W h i t " '  

president and .1. 
of Coddington as 
tem. 

j Dr. Iymgstveth's family ar- j 
! rived Wednesday of last week • I 
t  and a re now nicely situated in! 
• tlic pliysieans' cottage at the 
; Agency. 

J Mr. si.d Mrs. A. ('. Low ie 
pleasantly entert lined at their j 

'  l inuie M r. ami Mrs. \V. K Stev- j  Geddes—Gediles, the scene of 
ensen ami Miss Clara lline with the Menzie-Signal murder, has 

Rejected Lover  

hear t  and 

Kills 

Self. 

Sweat-

— The repul'li ' 
caucus tonight 

ol rurner as ; l  i 'our coarse dinner Wednesday produced another doublet ragedy. 
Gust Nelson, aged -t> years, a, 

The pupils remaining at. the carpenter kil'ed himself and 
and Mary Breidenbach, aged "22 
years, a domestic, because she 

(.«. Mei'a riaml evening ol' last, week, 
secretary pro 

pupils 
_.,. .  ,. ! school during the holidays have 
Ol the -;•> republican members ! ,  . . .  ', , 1  

. , , , : enjoyed many skating and coast-
present .on the nomination of j  jng  lm. tu,s  The  ] ) ( )n ( |  i s  in  ex. had refused to marry him. 
I J. Iscliarner, who eulogized j ( ;o lkMl t  cun( l i t ion  fo r  sk, l tinK and I Nelson called on the Hreiden-

;  Chl ' l s t°l lhc i 'son  i l s  i l  loac l  j sleds and toboggans arc seen on ' girl at the home of -Toe Eil-
er o. IUI,! session whom he had ] y l t> | , j | i s .  |ers, where she was employed, 
come to recognize since his ad - j  Q n  j . t n U i l l . y  2nd  ,V|U, ; ) l. f l  t he  and being rejected in his suit, 

pressed a revolver to the girl 's vent to Pierre on Saturday as the 
leader of the 1015 organization, 
selected the latter for speaker of 
the present session. 

In. the afternoon the 19 demo
cratic members nominated Sam
uel H. Martin of Meade for 
speaker. Christopherson will be 
formally selected by the house 
when its organization is perfect
ed on Tuesday. 

The other republican selections 
were: 

C. W. Gardner of Hand, chief 

pupils who went home for the 
ten day holiday vacation return
ed to the school. The academic 
and industrial departments com 
m°nced work in earnest on Mon
day. 

Saturday evening was the oc
casion of a smoker given by the 
men of the agency office force 
for Mr. J. H. Tourtillotte, chief 
clerk, at his home in honor of Iiis 
birthday. The affair was a com
plete surprise tj Mr. Tourtil
lotte. A fine chicken dinner was cle rk. 

C. Alset.li of Kingsbury, first'80vve t^ 
assistant. j Mrs. E. D. Mossman and 

Brown, second j Miss Amanda Brown entertain 
ed the school and agency em-

More German Submarines. 
Germany Is building forty 900-ton 

submarines, according to a report from 
The Hague. They will bring her 
known fleet of "Unterseeboote" up to 
ninety-five. The new vessels are of 
the latest design, embodying some 
novel departures from the former type 
of German submarines. 

CHICAGO TO AID UNEMPLOYED 

Mayor Suggests Naming of Five Men 
to Find Jobs. 

Mayor Harrison asked Charles G. 
Dawes to take up with the commission 
on unemployment the appointment of 
five employers to work out a plan for 
providing Immediate work for those 
out of jobs. Mr. Dawes suggested that 
work could be found cleaning factory 
yards. 

The suggestion was made to tin-
mayor that lie appoint a commission of 
five to devise ways to provide jobs at 

I 50 or 75 rents a day. 
j  Mr. Dawes mentioned Cyrus H. Mr 

Corniick, James A. ratten. E. J. Buf-
! fingt on and E. H. Gary as the type of 
I men he would recommend for the com

mission proposed to the mayor, who 
said he would appoint such a body if 
it would not interfere with that now 
existing. 

489,733 In French Hospitals. 
The precise number of wounded 

treated at Fr;'::r!> !>i';.|,it:ils between 
Sept. 15 and Nov. :;ti was I SO.733. ac
cording to a report submitted by M. 
Trii»s<aint. chairman of I he army cow-
mittel- to the chamber of deputies. Of 
Ibis total 2.-1S per cent died. 

Perry Peter of 
assistant. 

1  .1. H. Wooley of Hyde, bill 
cleric. 

I E Mose rip of Lincoln, serge-
' ant at arms. 
1  Frank' Yeager of Minnehaha, 
assistant sergeant. 

' E. D. Stoddardof Hughes, post-
1  master. 

ployees and several other friend 
Thursday evening, Dec. Ill, at 
the home of Mrs. Mossman in 
honor of M r. and Mrs. Selskirk 
Several musical selections were 
rendered and the evening was 
spent very pleasantly. The I 
ladies served dainty refresh-

Han v  W. Gardner of Beadle, j nients. The government em-
chief of engrossing force. j ployees presented Mr. and M rs. 

Selkirk with a mahogany rocker. G. M• Livingstone of Hughes, 
' proof reader. 
' G. Wesleyan Brown, M. Kind-
ley and William Carlson of Huges 
and Julius Hurley of Jackson, 

j  pages. 
! Senator May of Lawrence pre-1 

New County Officers are Installed ; sided at the senate caucus. The 
I following selections were made 
' here: 

C. S. Amsden of Grant, chair
man pro tem. 

! W. N. Van Ca inp of Hyde, 
secretary of senate. 

i Harlan Wiseman of Beadle, 
first assistant-

W. lx. Patterson of Kingsbury 
second assistant. 

1 W. A. Branch of Davison, bill 
' clerk. 

Len \V. Robertson of Spink, 
j  chief of engrossing force, 
i  Ralph Sutherland of McPher-
son, sergeant at arms, 

I A. O. Overby of Roberts, post-
j  master. 
I T- L McKee of Brown, proof 
i reader. 
I A. W. Lewis of Edmunds, mes-
j senger. 
j Henry Walter of Lawrence, 
j  Gerald Pereell and Julian Dewell 
of Huges, pages. 

All the newly elected countv 
officials took over their offices Wed 
nesdav morning the first day of the 
new term. Thi county commiss-
oners in session Tuesday approved 
the bond of all county officers, new 
and those re-elected. From now on 
it will be Clerk of Courts Nelson, 
Supt. of Schools, Thomas, States 
Attorney, Jorgenson, Commission
ers Herried, Metcalf and Holland. 

The following is the list of the 
officers and deputies:-

Countv Tueasurer—Iver J. John
son; deputy, Mrs. Marion Dond. 

County Auditor—Ole Lien: de
puty,Edith Otto. 

Sheriff -John Minder: deputy 
Jas. McGee. 

Clerk of Courts—Karnelius Nel
son; deputy, J. J. Erickson. 

Register of Deeds J. O. Swenum
son; deputy Arthur Okerland. 

Supt. of Schools—J. Willard 
Thomas: deputy, Pearl Robinson. 

County Judge—Hal M. Knight. 
StatesAttorney--C. R. Jorgensen 
Commissioner First District - L. 

M. Satei 11 
Commission Second District- W. 

R. Metcalf. 
Commissioner Third District — 

Albert Herried. 
Commissioner Fourth District— 

J. O. Holland. 
Commissioner Fifth District— 

Harrv Granbois. 

"GEOGRAPHY BEES" LATEST 

SALESMAN WANTED to look 

after 0111 interest in Roberts and ad 

jacent counties, Salary or Commis

sion Address, The Harvey Oil Co. 
Cleveland, O. 

Water rent is due. Pay up now 

and avoid penalty. Carson Eggen. 

City Auditor-

War Gives  American School Children a 

New Woe. 
The old time "spellin' bee" is to give 

way to the new fashioned "geography 
bee." 

Pupils ambitious to impress their 
hearers publicly with the fact that 
they have a greater store of wisdom 
than opposing teams of students will 
be faced by some stich posers as these: 

'•IIow do you pronounce I'rzemysl?" 
"Spell Wleliczka.'' 
"In what direction does the Bzura 

river run and whereV" 
Kdward .1 Tobin. county superin

tendent of schools of Chicago, believes 
the Kuropean war is making more nec
essary a broad knowledge ol' geography 
of all the world for the pupils of the 
next generation. He had a meeting 

1 with the country life directors and de-
j dared there were 500 names of goo-
I graphical locations which every well 
j read boy and girl should know. The 
1 country life directors will help to teach 
. them through the "geography bees" 

this winter. 

Mr- and Mrs. W. E. Steven
son of Goodwill Mission enter
tained the small boys and girls 
of the school at their home New 
Year's afternoon. The little 
folks spent a happy time and 
each received a sack of candy. 
Miss Hazel Wag.y chaperoned 
them. In the evening the larger 
boys and girls were entertained 
at the Mission. Games of all 
kinds were at their disposal and 
the pupils greatly enjoyed the 
evening. Mrs. Stevenson serv-

! ed light refreshments. The 
young people were attended by 
Miss Hine, Miss Wagy and Mr. 
Keeler. 

Through Pricipal H. C. Russell 
the pupils of the school invited 
the school faculty, Supt. E. D. 
Mossman, Dr. Longstreth, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. E. Stevenson, Rev. 
P. H. Barbour and Mr. Ü. Clark 
to dine with them on Sunday 
Jan. 3, when their Christmas 
dinner was servde. The Christ
mas dinner is always given on 
January 3rd so that the pupils 
spending their vacation at home 
will have returned to enjoy the 
feast. The menu consisted of all 
the good things which compose 
a Christmas dinner. After din
ner interesting speeches were 
made by Mr. Russell, Supt. 
Mossman and Mr. Stevenson. 

heart and tired twice. Mrs. Eif
ers and a neighbor were in the 
front room of the dwelling. Hear
ing the shot both lied screaming. 
Nelson ran from the house to
ward a rig waiting in the road, 
but encountered Joe Eilers, who 
was coming in answer to his 
wife's screams. Nelson shot 
himself through the forehead 
and lived only ten minutes. He 
did not regain consciousness. 

The Breidenbach girl was once 
Nelson's sweetheart, but cut him 
because he was drinking, sl.e 
told friends. 

News of the murder reached 
the county seat town, Wheeler, 
where Robert Brooks was on 
trial for the Menzie-Signal mur
der, by telephone. It had the 
effect of emptying the cou rt room 
almost instantly. Word that 
murder had been committed 
started many conjectures. The 
bitter feeling aroused by the 
prosecution of Brooks has given 
rise to many threats against 
partisans in the situation and 
scantiness of the information 
caused many guesses as to the 
identity of a probable victim. 

The true situation was related 
to Sheriff Lew Riffle over the 
phone and accompanied by news
paper men he hastened to Gedd-
es by auto, It was decided the 
cause of the deaths was too ap
parent to require an investiga
tion. 

Miss Nora Thompson entertain
ed a dozen young people at a watch 
night party New Year's Eve. The 
earlier part of the evening was 
spent in sleigh riding, and after 
watching the Old Year Out and 
the New Year in. A delicious three 
course luncheon was served, after 
which the guests left for their 
homes, everyone reporting a most 
delightful time. 

Dr. F. J. Maw, Eye Specialist of 
Milbank. S. D., will be at the 
Hotel Commercial 011 Feb. 5th 
Dr. Maw comes well recommended 
bv the best citizens of Milbank. 

The library was open for the 
circulation of books, reading and 
reference work -(> days. 

The new registrations were as 
follows: 

17 adults and IH children mak
ing a total of il"). 

Number of Readers -in. 
Number of volumes issued: 

Adult fictionl27, adult non fiction 
81, children fiction 187, children 
non fiction 28, making a total 378. 

Average daily circulation 15. 
Percentage of non-fiction 10. 
The following new books are 

now 011 the 10 cent shelf at the 
Public Library: Looking after 
Sandy, Prince of Graustark, 
Eyes of the World, Pen rod, Big 
Tremaine, Inside of the Cup, 
Deane of the Green Van, Aunt 
Jane of Kentucky, The Story of 
Marco, Janice Day-

Hazel S pack man, 
Librarian. 

County Commissioners are in Session 

The county commissioners con
vened on Tuesday and initiated 
three new members into the mys
teries of running the county, 

' namely Herried, Holland, and Met
calf. The first day was spent in 
approving pf the bonds of the var
ious county officers. 

The official papers for the en
suing year were also named. 
The Wilmot Republican, White 
Rock Journal, and Sissetou Stand
ard were selected. 

The M. W. A. and R. N .  A-
will hold a joint installation on -

'  Tuesday evening Jan. 12 


