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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Delivered to Comngress, December 4,
1883.

To the Congress of the United States:
4 ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
At the tbmboldof&m'n: deliberations I con-

survey
convention and a
treaty of extradition with

a con extending the duration of the

A claims of commission have

also Notice of the.termination
of the ries articles of the treaty of -

FISHING INDUSTRY
rsued by a numerous class of our citizens of
northern coasts both of the Atlantic and Pa-
cific oceans, are worthy of the fostering care of
Whenever brought into competio
with like industries of other countries, our fisher-
men, as well as our manufacturers of fishing ap-
Palatained o fo g o that
a foremost . suggest t
congress create a commm to consider the

question of our rights in the fisheries, and the | justed,

means of opening to our citizens, under just and
enduring conditions, the richly stocked fish-

ing waters and sealing grounds of British
North  Ameriea. The question has arisen
touching the deportation of the United States
from the British Islands by the government or
the municipal aid of persons un;ble there to gain |
a llvlnix.ml m{.uully a burden on the community |
here. Such of these persous as will come under
the pauper class as dsfined by the law, have been |
sent back according to the provisious of our
statutes here. Her Majesty's vernment has
insisted that precaution should have been taken |
before  shipment. It , however, in so
mauy cases proven ineffectual, and especially |
%0 in certain instances of needy emigrants reach-
ing our territory through Canads, that a revision |
of our legislation upon this subject may be deemed |
advisable. Correspondence relative to the Clay-
ton-Bulwer treaty has been continued and will be |
laid before congress,

GERMANY'S PROUIBITION.

The legislation of France against the importa- !
tation of swine produced from the United States, |
bas been retracted.  The result has been due no |
less to the friendly representation of this govern-
ment than to a growing conviction jn France that
the restriction Is not demanded by danger to any
real health. Germany still wishes the introdue-
tion of some products from Ameriea. |
extended to the imperial government a
friendly invitation tosend experts to the United
States to inquice whether the use of these prod
ucts was dangerous to health, This invitation
was declined. 1 have believed it of such impor-
tance, however, that the exact facts should be
ascertained  and promulgated thatl have ap-
pointed

A COMPETENT COMMISSION
to make a thorough investization of the subject. |
Its members have shown their public spirit by
accepting their trust without pledge of compen-
sation, but 1 trust that con, will see into the |
pational and inter-national bearings of the matter !
a sufMicient motive of proceeding, at least for re-
imbursement of such expenses as they may unec-
essarily incur,
THE CORONATION OF THE CZAR

at Moscow, afforded to this gorernment an occas-
fon for testfying to its continued friendship by
sending a special envoy amd a representative of
the navy to attend the ceremony. Whiie there
have arisen during the year, no grave issues af-
fecting the status in the Russian Empire of Am-
erican citizens of other faith than that held by ihe |
National Church; this government remains finm |
in its convictions that the rights of its citizens
abroad should be in no way affected by their re-
ligious belief.

It is understood that measures for the removal
of ‘tt:w restrictions which now burden our trade
wi

CURBA AND PORTO RICA,

are under consideration by the Spanish govern-
ment. The proximity of Cuba and the peculiar
method of administration which there prevail, |
pecessitate constant discussion and appeal on
our part from the proceding  of the insular au-
thorities. 1 regret to say that Jjust protests of
this government have not as yet produced a sat-
isfacto.y result,

THE COMMISSION

appointed to decide certain claims of our citizens |
agadnst that government, after the recognition of
o satisfactory rule as to their validity !
was admitted, has been without avail.  Full rep-
aration to our citizens should be no longer delay- |
ed, Some of the awards, though made more than |
two years ago, have not yet been paid. The
specie payment is expected.  Claims, to largy |
amounts, which were held by the late Commis-
sion to be without its jurisdiction, have been
diplomatically promoted to the Spanish Gevern-
ment, as the addition of the Colonist authorities
which has given rise to those claims.

THE CASE OF THE MASONIC
has »ot reached a settlement.  The Manella court
has found that the pnumlln@u of which this gov-
er t has complained were authorized, and it
l-lm{:d that the government of Spain will not |
withhold the ur«ly reparation which its sense of |
Justice should impel it to offer for the unusual se-
verity, and unjust action of its subordination of |
colonial officers. In the cascof this vessel the
Helvetian confederation has proposed the inaug-
uration of a class of international treaties for the
deferment to arbitration of grain questions be-
tween nations. This government has assented to
the proposed arbitration of such already with
Switzerland.

UNDER THE TREATY OF NERLIN

liberty of censcience and civil rights are assured
to all strangers in Bulgaria. As the United States
have no distinet conventional! relations with that
country, and are nota party to the u\-u{. they

hould. in my opini intain dipl e rep-
resentation at Sofia for the improvement of in-
terc urse and the pro on of the many
American citizens who resort to that c«mulr‘y us
missionaries and teachers. 1 suggest that [ be
given authority to establish an agency and con-
sulate at the Bulgarian cnq:‘ut T United
States are now participating in a revision of the
tariff of the

OTTOMAN ENPIRE.

They have assented to the application of a license
tax of foreiguers doing business in Turkey, but
have opposed the mr—ln storage tax upon
petroleum emtering ports of that country.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHEDIVE
has proposed that the authority of the mixed ju-
dicial tnbunal in lf:r be extended so as to cover
citizens of the United States accused of crime,
who are now tried before consular courts. 1is
vernment is not indisposed to pt the chang

gt believes that its terms should be submitted for

has there been more
mhnlw relations with a neighboring state than

WITH RESPECT TO MEXICO,

The rapid influx of our tal and enterprise inte

that country, shows by w bas already been ac-

complished, the vast reciprocal .d:::n‘:f“ which
end the progress of its inf

| visited
| dial welcome.

L ufying

states of that coun in my judgment, | Leaving a reveuus of $132,870,444.40,
m.mi&m consular corps as whnehwnh:n'ﬂmmmmtdn-u from the cash bal-
will place at each capital & consul general. ance in the treasury of §1.290,312.55, making $134,-

THE CoNTEST BETWEEN BOLVIA CIILI AXD prny | 178.730.96, which was appl the redemption
lias passed from the stage of hostilities | Of bonds for the sinkiog fund. ... $ 4,80, 700.00
to that of negotistion, in which the counsels of Of fractional cur: ency fer the sink- .
this ernment has been exercised. The de-| dngfund ... .........c.co...... , 506 .

of Chili for absolute cession of Of funded loan of 1881, continued
have been maintained and aces by at g percent ... A AT i 653, 802 %0
of General 1 to the extent of concl: a | Of ioan July and August 1861 con-
treaty of peace with the ment of Chill, in tinued at 34 percent. ... ... nmgm
general ggnformity with the terms of the p Of funded loan of 1907 ........... 1,418,850,
Wh last between Chilian command- | Of funded Joan of 1881 ........... 719, 150.00

and General Iglesins. As a result of the con Of loan of Febrnary, 1861 ... .. . 18, 000, 00
clusion of this treaty, General Iglesins has been [ Of July and August, 1861, ... ... 206, 500 .00
formnllymnlmd'gycmu. president of Peru Of loan of March, 1863, ... . ..... 116,850 00
and his government installed at Lima, which has | Of loan of July, 18 ............. 4(;%:3
been evacuated by the Chi Of five-twenties of 1862, .. ... .. 10,

A call has been Issued by Gen. Iglesias for a Of five-twenties of 1864, ...... ... 7,000 00
representation assembly to be el on the 13th | Of five-twenties of 1865 ........... 9.:;; 3
of January, and to mest at Lima on the 1st of | Of ten-forties of 1865 .............. lg'!mm
March . Mr. White tL2 visional Gov | Of consulsof 186, .. .............. K i 41
ernor of Gen, Ilesias has appller for recogaition | Gf Conmiaof 8. .../ 1. \!] 104,60 ®
o et clinlmgonndpoin | LR it

f the jan lo shall be ng B8 e sasesns 3
mnlfu::: l'mnot hesitate to recoguize the | Of old demand compound 'ﬂff"f" I

government approved by them.
DIOPLOMATIC AND XAVAL REPRESENTATIVES

In this government attended at Caraccas,
the centennial  celebration  of the birth
of the illustrious Bolivar. At the same time the
i of the statue of Washington in the
Venzuelar capital testified to the veneration in
which his memory is held there,
last session, authorized the executive to pro
veroment a reopening of the
awards of the mixed (O of Car
The departure from this country of the Venzuelar
minister had delayed the openiH of negotiations
for reviving the commission. is government
holds that until the re-establishment of atreaty
on this subjebt the Venzuelar government must
continue to make the payment provided for in the
convention of 1866,
There is ground for believing that the dispute
(rnwlng out of the unpaid obligations due from
‘enezuela and France will be satisfactorily ad-
The French Cabinet kas proposed a basis
of settlement which meets my approval, but as it
involves a recasting of the ann quotos of the
foreign debt, it has been deemed advisable to sub-
mit pmenul to the Jll_ulmm-nt of the cabinets
of Berlin, Copenhagen, The Hague, London and
Madrid. At the recent coronation of His Majesty
King Kalakaua,

OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS,
the government was represented
ically and by the
of a vessel of war. The
or tsodifying the existing reciprocity treaty with

HAWATL

diplomat
formal visit

isnow before congress. 1 am convineed that the |

charges of abuse and frauds under that treaty
have been exaggerated, and [ renew the sugges-

tion of lust year's message that the treaty be mod- |

ifled wherever its provisions have proved onerous
to legitimate trade between the two countries, |
am not disposed to favor the entire cessation of
the treaty relations which have fostered good will
tetween the countries and  contributed to-
ward the equality of with
nations. In pursuance of this policy declared

Hawall other

by this government of extending our interests |

with the eastern nations, |
the year, been establi
and Corea.

tions have, during
ed in Persia, Siam
It is probable that permanent mis-

|

sions of those countries will, ere long, be main- |

tained in the United States. A special embassy
from Siam is now on its way Mlhel-’:.t Treaty re-
lations with Corea were perfected by the ex-
change at Siam on the 19th of May last of the
ratifications of the lately concluded convention,
and envoys from the king of Tohihasur have
this country and received a cor-
Corea, as yet unacquainted with
the methods of western civilization, now invites
the attention of those interested in the foreign

trades, as it needs the implements and pmdm-uI

|
l

|

ceeeees SIBLITRTNA 06

FISCAL YEAR 1884

For the present fiscal year the revenue, actual
and estimated, is as follows:

For the reg

For the quar- n'\nlnln('
. ter ended, three quar--
Sovma. ember,| ters of the”
30, 1853, year.
: Actual Estimated. 2
Customs. .......... £, 02, 905 658137007, (4 33
Internal revenue. .. | 29, 662 008 , 397, ot
Sales of puhllcd‘lndﬁ 2,002, 635 13 B,067, 304 3 |
;;x on circulation .| J, 557, %00 88
cifie railway com-

panies. ... ......... 521,050 51

Custom fees. ... ... 20K, 606 T 901, 39 22
% AT Ty 803,200 80! 2,420,700 2
Sales of Government,

Property .......... 112,562 23| 167,437 77
Profits on coinage«te a5, 220 46! 3,149,770 54
Survey'g public I'nds 172,461 31| 327,595 60
District_ of Columbia 6,017 W 1,643,082 01
Miscellan'us source. 1,587,180 3] 2,382 810 37

Total receipts. .. M‘.l‘:u. w7

The expenditures for the same period, actual

question of terminating | and estimated, are:

For the re-
maining

For the quar-
three quar-

ended

Object. ter
September  ters of the
30, 1983, | _year. =0
F s Estimated.  Actual.
Tndiane " §15, 3%, 70 42 $51, 114, 30 08
e o S 2,623,300 54 4,196,000 46

16, 385, 201 S 53
13,512, 20 33
4, 199, 2099 v
1,188,
14,707, 4

07, 42,

Military establishm’t
Naval establishment
District of Columbia
Interest on pub. debt

Total

Total receifs, actual and estimat

(T RRESP : . 343,000, 000 0
Total expenditures, actual and es

timated........ .. viieee « 208,000,000 00
TR, 000, 000 00
Estimated amount due the sinking

L SR .. 45,816,741 O7
Leaving a balanceof . 39,153,208 W3
FISCAL YEAR 1885,

If the revenues for the fiscal year which will end

which the United States are ready to supply. We | on June 30,155, be estimated upon the basis of ex-

seek no monopoly of its commeree. and no advan-
tage over other pations; but as

THE CHINESE,
in reaching for a higher civilization, have confld-

| ed in this republic, we cannot regard with indif-

ference any encroachments on their rights. China,

]

|
|
|

isting laws, the secretary is of the opinion that for
that year the receipts will exceed 860,000,000, The
ordinary expenditures including the amount de-
voted to the sinking fund hitherto, and all surpius
as r.nphlly a8 it hus accumulated, bas been devoted
to the

REDUCTION OF THE NATIONAL DEBT,

by the payment of & money indemnity, has settied | Ag a result the only bonds now outstanding which

and I have strong
soon be adjusted.  Questions have arisen touching

| certain of the Iungt;‘ rnding claims of our citizens, | yre pedeemable at the pleasure of the government
opes that the remainder will | gre the 3 per cents amounting to S206,000,000; 414

wer cents amounting to $250,000,000, and the $7007 .-

the rights of American and other foreign manu- | (00000 four per cents are not payable until 1501

facturers in China under the provisions of treaties
which permits aliens to exercise their industries
in that country. On this specifie point our own
treaty is silent, but under the operation of the
most favored nation's ¢ ause, we have like privi-
leges with those of other powers.  While it is the
duty of the government to see that ourcitizens
have the full enjoyment of every benefit secured
by the treaty, | doubt if the movement to con-
sirain China to admit an interpretation which we

|
|

l

and 1907 respectively.

If the surplus shall hereafter be as large as the
treasury estimates now indicate, the three per
cent bonis may all be redecmed at least four
yeurs befere any of the four and one-half per
cents can be ealled in. The latter at she same
rate of accumulation of surplus can be

PAID AT MATURITY,

and the monies requisite for the redemption of

have only one indirect right to exact. The trans- | the 4 per cents will be in the treasury many years

| ference to China of American capital for the em-

ployment there of Chinese labor, would in effect
inaugurate a competition for the central markets
now supplied by sur home industvies.  There is
good reason to believa that the low restriction

and the immigration of the Chinese has been vio- |

lated] intentionally, or otherwise, by the officials of
China, upon whom is devolved the duty of cer-

ed clasg. Measures have been taken to ascertain
the facts incident to this supposed infrac-
tion, and it is believed that the government of

before these obligations become payable here
are nf‘-m reasons, howeve r, why the national in-
debtedness should not be thus rapidly extinguish-
ed. Chief among them is the' act that only
through excess of taxation is such rapidity at-
tainable

In & communication to congress at its last ses-
sion 1 recommended that all excise taxes be

it the immigrants belong to the except - | gholished except those relating to distilled spirits,

and that substantial reduction also be made in
the revennes from customs. A statute has since
been enacted by which the annual tax and tarift

China will co-operate with the United States in 8¢ | poeeipts of the government have been cut down to
| the extent of at least fifty or sixty millions of dol-

curing the faithful observance of the law. The

same considerations which promoted congress at | jars.

the last session to

RETURN TO JAPAN

the Simoneski indemnity, seems to me, to require
at its hands like action in respect to the Canton
indemnity fund, now amounting to 30,00, The
questien to the general revision of the foreign
treaties of Japan, has been considerad in an inter-

| national conference, held at Lares, but without

detinite result as yet.  This government is dispos-
ed to concede the requests of Japan to determine
its own tariff duties, provided such proper judi-
cial tribunals as may commend themselves to the
western powers for the trial of causes to which
foreigners and parties, and to assimilate the terms
and duration o
ilized states. Through our ministers at London and
at Monrovia, this government has endeavored to

ALD LIDERIA

in its differenc.s with Great Britain, touching the
northwestern voundaries of that republic. ere
are prospects of the adjustment of the dispute by
the adoption of the Waunah river as the line. This
arrangement i a compromise of the contlicting
international claims and takes from Liberia some

territory. Rivers have been opened ani steam-
boats placed on the rivers and the nuclel of states
established at 22 statiors, under one tiag at which

ofters are made to freedom, to commerce and
prohibits t* e slave trade.  The rich and popular
valley of the Congo is being opeacd W commerce
by a soclety cal the

INTERNATIONAL AVRICAN ASSOCIATION

of which the king of the Belgians is president,
aud a citizen of the United States the chief ex-
eceutive officer, and large tracts of territory have
been ceded to the association by uative chiefs.

In view of the

FREQUENCY OF INVITATIONS

from foreign governments to participate in social

and scientific congress for the discussion of im-

portant matters of general concern, I repeat the

en of my last message that provision be

for the exercise of discretionary power by

the ive in appointing deleg to such con
ventions.

OUR PETROLEUM EXPORTS

are hampered in Turkey and other eastern ports
by restrictions as to storage and by onerous taxa-

tion. For these mischiefs adequate relief
is not always ided by reciprocity treat-
fes like that of Hawail er that lately negotiated

with Mexico and now awaiting action of the sen-
ate. Is it not advisable to provide seme measure

of "l"l"m’" relation in relations with governments
which discriminate against our own? If, for ex-
am|

., the executive were empowerad to a)
ish s aud oo from t\nlnp:lnﬁ

government.  The of convention en-
gagements, the rights of our citizens in Mexico
now depend upon the fc status of tha
blic. There have been instances of harsh
mmmlol the laws a L our vesswls and
citizens in Mexico, and of denial of diplomatic
resort for their . The initial step to-
ward a better ng, has been taken in
T ey woloh & mil baboew ths oot
" w ore sen-
::' uwdkh‘ lu.pp:x‘nd bhkg: for the
procal y
in pursuit of Iudians, have been prolong
for another y: jons of the forces of
both governments nst the savages, have been

agal
and several of their most dangerous
were despersed by the skill and valor of the Uni-
ted States and Mexican soldiers lla:th‘u:
& common cause. The convention for

RE-SURVEY OF THE BOUNDARY
from the Rio Grande to the Pacific having been

fled and exchanged, theprellmlnuz reconsid-
::‘uonw stipulated has been effected. 1t
now rests with congress to provision for

make
the survey and re-setting the bound-
e 11 10 e iihe Tor 12 rehar:
on v or .
ing of the cases of M?ﬂb.ﬂdﬂn
ABKA SYLOU MINING COMPANY
in whose favor awards were made by the late
American and Mexican elains commission; that
convention still awaits the action of the senate.
Meanw because of the charges of fraudulent
awards w have been made, & new commission
hmuund th:‘oa:mdvomwm
distri quota re-
e o i
OUR GEOGRAPHICAL PROXIMITY TO CENTRAL

AMERICA,
axd our political and commercial relations with the

w «
Porto Rico the same rules of treatment aod scale
of penalties for technical faults which are applied
to our vessels and cargoes in the Antil a
thas course might not be barren
% uponmm;)l the secretary of the t

« reasury
gives a full and interesting exhibit of

THE FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY,

It shows that ord revenues from all sources
for the fiscal year June 30, 1883, amounted
to  $808708,190; whereof there was received
Internal revenue. . ... ... .. co 1, R0, 308 05
Sales of mbllc MR-, oonetasnns 7,000, 504 42
Tax on circulation and deposits of

national banks. .. ... ¢ 9,111,008 85

Profits on coinage, bullion depos.

its and assays... ... ... 4,460,205 17
Other sources. ... ....... .. 17,593, 637 W
Total...... ...... Coo.... 998 987,581 95
For the sane period the ordivary expenditures
S e $22 343, 280 70
Vil expenses ... 8 e .
orelgn intercourse 3.0!9.!"5%

7, 302, 50
66,012,573 64

............. Hoississiaiagne, LI EE W
Naval establishments, including
v and impro al

BAVE FOIED. o covooostronsessronss 15, 983, 497 17
bmrndnmlmlw

ummlbcuu mmu s 40,008, 452 73

trict of Columbia. .............. 3,817,008 48

on public debt. ....... ... 80, 160, 131 2

I o5 < o5 uanvsven: ones wans $205, 408, 137 5

While I have no doubt that still farther re-

! ductions may be wisely made, 1 donot advise the

|

its treaties to those of other civ- |

I Y.

adoption at this session of any measures for large
dimtaution of national revenues.  The results of
the legislation of the late session of congress have
not as yet become sufficiently apparent to justify
any radical revision or sweeping modigcations of
existing law in the interval which must elapse be-
fore the effectsof the act of March 3d 1558 can be
definitely ascertained
A portion at least of this surplus revenue may
be wisely applied to the long neglected duty of
rehabitating our nation and providing first class
defenses for the protection of our bharbors. T
is & matter to which I shall again advert.  Imm:
diately asgociated with the financial subject just
discussed, Is the important question® What leg
islation is needed regarding the National curren
The aggregate amount of bonds now on de-
wsit in the Treasury to support the National
lank circulation is about $35), 00, (00, Nearly
$A0.000,000 of this amount consists of 3 per cent.
boods which, as already stated, are pavable at
the pleasure of the Government, and are likely to
be called in within less than four years, uniess in
lhle meantime, surplus revenues il be demand-
ol
= The probable effect of such an extensive retire-
ment of the securities which are the basis of the
national bank circulation, would be such a con-
traction of the volume of currency as to produce
grave commercial embarrassments.  How can the
danger be obviated? The most effectual plan and
one whose adoption at the earliest practical op-
portunity 1 shall beartity appreve, has already
veen indicated, If the revenues of the next four
be kept substantially commensurate
%. The vol of circulation
to suffer any material disturb-
ance, but if on the other hand there shall be great
delay in reducing taxation, it will become neces-

1,542,190 12 yhe Chi

the Indian tribes which have for so many years
disturbed the west will hereafter remain in peace-
u:t.}:uu yur attention ts the t condi
your atten present condi-
tion of our extended sea coast, upon which are so
mn‘z‘hm cities, whose wealth and importance
to s country would, in time of war, invite at-
tack from armored ships, ust which
our existing defensive works could give no ade-
&I:IO protection. These works were built hefore
introduction of modern heavy ritled guns into
maritime warfare; and if they are not put in an
efMicient condition, we may easily be subjected to
humiliation, by a hostile power greatly inferior
to ourselves. As germane to this subject, [ call
your attention to the importance of perfecting
onr

SUB-MARINE TORPEDO DEFENSES.

The board authorized by the last congress to re-
port on the method which should be adopted for
the manufacture of heavy ordnances adapted to
modern warfare has visted the principal iron and
steel works in this country and Earops. Itis
hoped that its report will be soon made and that
congress will thereupon be disposed to wvide
suitable facilities and plans for the manufacture
of such guns as are now imperatively needed.
On several occasions during the past year officers
of the srmy have, at the request of the state
?umlurluu-.l \-hu;-dhun-lr mlllu;;v cnc:mpmmu\
or inspection of the treops. rom the reports
of these officers [ am induced to believe tln':olhe
encouragement of state militia organization by
the national government would be followed b
v-:a gratifying results, and would afford it in
sudden emergencies the aid of a large body of
volunt-ers educated in the performence of mili-
tary duties. The secretary of

THE NAVY

reports that under the authority of the acts of
August 5th, 1852, and March 34, 1853, the work of
strengthening our navy by the construction of
modern vessels has been auspiciously begun.
Three cruisers are in progress of constryction:
» of 450 tons displacement, and the

| Boston and Atlanta, each of 2,50 tons, They are

1,478,940 49 [ o 1o buiit of steel with the tensile stren

(Blt.'l?.(rﬂ.(l“-' w i

and
the ductibility prescribad by law, and in combin-
ad on of speel, endurance and armanent, are ex-

‘ted to compare favorably with the best un-

* it armed war vessels of other nations. A fourth

vessel, the “Dolphin,” is to be constructed of sim-
flar materizl and is intended to serve as a fleet

| dispatch boat,

e double turreted monitors, Puritan, Ample-
rate and Terror, bave been launched on the Dela-
ware river, and a contract has beea made for the
supply of their machinery. A similar one, the
Monadrosk, has been launched in California
The naval advisory board and the secretary re-
commend the completion of the monitors, the
construction of four gun koats, and also of three
additional steel vessels like the Chicago, Boston,
and Dolphin, as an important measure of national
defense.  The secretary urges also the immediate
creation of un interior fast line of water ways
across the 1u-uinmlnuf Florida, along the coast
from Florida to Hampton Roads, between the
Chesepeake Bay and Delaware river, and through
Cape Cod,

feol bound to impress upon the attention of
congress the necessity of coutinued progress in
the construction of the navy. The cordition of
the public treasury, as I have already intimated,
makes the pre-ent an auspicious time for putting
this branch of service ina state of efliciency. It
is no part of our policy to create and maintain a
navy able to cope with that of the other great
powers of the world.
We have no wish for foreign conquest: and the

peace which we have long enjoyed is in no seem- |

ing danger of interruption. But that our naval
strength should be made adequate for the defense
of our harbors. the protection of our commercial
interests, and the maintenance of our national
honor, is a proposition from which no patriotic
citizen can withhold his assent,

THE REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL

contains a gratifying exhibit of the condition and
prospects of the interesting branch of the public
service committed to his care

The whole number of postoffices was 47563, of
which 1.632 were estaolishied during the previous
fiscal year. The number of offices np\-raun un-
der the system of free delivery was 154 At these
latter offices the postage ¢n mail matter amount-
ed to $4,1956,2330.52, a sum exceeding by 81,021 804004

! the entire cost of the carrier's service in the coun-

sary either to substitute some other form of cur- |

rency in place of the national bank notes, or to
make important changes in the law by which
their circulation is now controlled.

In my judgment the latter course is far prefer-
able. 1 commend to your attention the very in-
teresting and ul suggestions on this sub-
Ject which nﬁﬁr n the secretary’s report.  The
objections which he urges against the acceptance
of ‘any other securities than the obligations of the

government itself, as the foundation for national |

bank circulation, seem to me insuperable. For

have & ‘..m.""c‘f: Selthor of whioh 12
courses have been r of which
rmh.bly feasable. One is the ifs uance of new
)onds having many years to nxbumu:n low
rate of interest and exc ble*upon specitied
terms of those now ou ing.

The other course which presented itself to my
own judgment as the better one, is the enactment
of a law ref-nlln the tax on circulation, and
permitting the banks to issue notes for you at an
amount equal to 9 per cent. of the et value,
instead of as nov; the lulli ;uu:w of the
deposit bonds. 1 agree wit t soCre-
uﬁ in the belief that the ud?mun of this plan
will afford the necessary relief.

THE TRADE DOLLAR

was coined for the of traffic in countries
where silvar At its value as cost ascer-
tained by its weight and fineness. 1t never had a
m tender quality, A large number of those

entered, however, into the volume of our
currency. By common consent their circulation
has now ceased in the Un ted States

Because a disturbing element, they shoul not be
longer permitted tosmbarrass our currency qu-
tem. I recommend that provison be male for
their m\-pmm the treasury and mints, as
bullion ata | percentage above the curent
market prices of silver of like flueness. The Sec-

of the Treasury advises a consolidation of
e of the customs distr.cts of the country,
and suggests that the dent be vested with
such power in relation thereto as is now given
him in Rey of Collectors of Interoal revenue,
Section 3141 of the revised statutes,
The statistios oo the subject which are contained
in his report furnish of themselves a strong argu-
ment in defense of his views. At the ad journme: t
of congress the number of

INTERNAL REVENUE COLLECTION

districts was 19, By executive orders dated June
these districts

t The rate of pos'age on drop letters passing
lhn‘-ugh these offices is now fixed by law at

TWO CENTS PER HALF OUNCE,

or fraction thereof. In offices where the
carrier system  has not  been  established
the rate is only balf as  lage. It

will be remembered that in 1863 whew wee de-
livery was first established by law, the uniform
single rate of postage upon local letters was one
ceut, and so it remsined until 1572, when in those
cities where carvier service was cstablished, it
was inereased to defray the expense of such serv-
joee. It seems to me that the old rate may now,
with propriety, be restored, and that, too, even
at the risk of diminishing for a time, at least, re.
ceipts from postage upon local letters,
no reason why that particular class of mail mat-
ter  should ber held accouniable  for
the entive cost of not enly its
own collection and delivery, but the collection
and delivery of all other classes, and 1 am confl.
deat after full consideration of the subject, that
the reduction of the rate would be followed by
stuch a growth of business as to oceasion but slight
and tewporary lws to the revenue of the post-
oftice. The Postmaster-General devotes much of
his report to the cousideration on its various as-
pects of the

RELATION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO THE TELEGRAPIR
Such refiection as [ have been able to give to the
subjecs since my last annual message bhas not led
me to change tne view which | then expressed in
dissenting from the recommeandation of the Post-
master General, that the government assume the
same coutrol over the telegravh which it has al
ways had over the mails. Admitting that its
authority in the premises is as ampie as bas ever
been claimed tor it, it would not, in my judgment,
be wise to purchase or assume the control of ex
isting telegraph lines, or to construct others with
o view of entering into geueral competition with
private enterprise,

The objections which may be justly urged
against either of these projects, and  indeed
agaivst any system which would require au
enormous increase in the civil service, do uot how
ever apply to some of the plans which have lately
Lr:n-knl public comm nt and discussion. It has

n claimed, for example, that congress might
wisely authorize the post master to contract with
some private person or corporation for the trans-

mission of messages, at specified rates and under |

government upervision. Various schemes of
the sume general nature, but widely .unmu.i in
their special chacteristies, have been s tedd in
the public prints, and the arguments ov which
they have been supported and opposed have
doubtless attracted your attention

It is likely that the whole subject witl e cen-
sidered by rou at the present session.  In the na-
ture of things it involves so many questions of
detail that you: deliberations would probably be
aided slightly, if at all, by any particular
tions which | might now submit. I vow my belief,
however, that the government should be author-
ized to exercise court supervision over inter-state
telegraph communication, and | express the hope
that for attaining that end some measure be adopt-
ed which will receive your a val.

The attorney general eriticises in his report the
provisious of the existing law, fixing the

FEES OF JURORS AND WITNESSES

in the federal courts. These provisions are
chiefly contained in the act of February 20, 1853,

| Though some of them were introduced into the

action from statutes which had been mauny
years previous, it is manifest that such compen -

| sation as might, when these laws were enacted,

|

bave been just and reasonable, would in many
fnstances be justly reminded at the present day
as inadequate, [ concur with the attorney gen-
eral in the belief that the statutes be re-
vised by which these fees are regulated
S0 also should the laws regulating the pensa-
tion of district attorney and marshals  They
could be paid wholly by salary instead in part by
!wl; as is now the case. The change would prove
w

A MEASURE OF ECONONY,

and would disco ¢ the institution of needless
and oppressive legal seeedings, which it is to be
fearsd bave in some instances been conducted for
the mere sake of personal gain,

Much luterest valid iutormation 1s contained
in she report of the Secretary of the Iuterior. 1
p?mculmy call yourattention to certain p|

W

THE INDIAN QUESTION,

to his recommendation for the repeal of the pre-
emption of tmber culture acts, and for more
strict legislation 1o prevent fraud under the pension
laws. The statute which prescribes by definition
and punishment of crimes relating to pensions
could doubtless be made more effectual by eertain
amendments and additions pointed out in the Sec-

s report.

1 hisve previously referred to the alarming state
of illiteracy in certain portions of the country,
and again submit for the consideration of congress
suggestions that federal aid should be extended
to public primary education woerever adequate
provision therefor has not already been made,

THE UTAH COMMISSION

has submitted to the Sec of the Interior
its second annual report as a result of its labors
in supervising the recent election in that terri-
tory pursuant to the act of March 22, 18 It
appears that the persons by that act disqualified
numbered about 12,000, and that number wers ex-
cluded from the polls. This fact, however, af-
fords but little cause for ratulation, and 1
is far Gom cating any real
©

25, 183, I directed that certain of

be cof ted. The result has been a reduction | fear
of one-third their ber which at is but

8. From the

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR

it will be seen that in only a single instance has
there been any disturbance of the quict condition
of our Indian tribes a raid from Mexico into Arizo-
na by asmall party of lndisns which was pursned
by d’u. Crook jnto the mountain % from
which it had It is confidently that
serious outbreaks will not again occur, and that

progress  towards the -

tion of polygamy . All the members of the legis-

latare are inormons and there are good reasons

w believe matuun-y are in sympathy with
3 t

practices his government is
see to su and that its
effort that regard will be more likely to en-
counter the opposition than receive their encour-

ent and support. Even if this view should ha
uiy be erroneous the law under which t.hccouunﬂ-
sioners have been acting sbould be made more

1 can see |

effective by the ation of some such
meascres as they recommend.and as were includ-
ed in bill No. 2235 on the calendar of the Seuate at
ity last sessjon. 1 am convinced that polygamy
has become so strongly intrenched in the territory
of Utah, that it is profitless to attack with any but
the weapons which constitutional legisiation can
provide for them. [ favor therefors the report of
THE ACT ON WHICH THE GOVERNMENT DEPENDS,

the assumption by the national legislation of the
entire political control of the territory, and the
tabl of a ission with such powers
and duties as shall be delegated to it by law,
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

is accomplishing much in the direction of agricul-
tural develop of the 'y, and the de
partment of the commissiover riving the results
of his investigations and experiments will be
found interesting and valuable. At this instance
a convention of those interested in the cattle in-
dustry of the country, was lately held at Chica-
go. prevalence of Pleuro pneumonia and
other contagious diseases of animals was one of
the chief topics of i joa. The ¢ N
invites your investigntion into the causes of thess
diseases, and providing methods of their prever.
tion and cure.

I trust that congress will not fail at its pres-
ent session, to put

ALASKA

under the protection of our laws,
have repeatedly demonstrated against our
neglect to aff them the malntenance and pro-
tection expressly ﬂ:.rnnln:d by the terms of the
treaty, whereby the territory was ceded to the
United Stares. For sixteen years they bave
pleaded iv vain for that which they should have
received without asking. They have 1o law for
the collection of debt, the supl‘:on of education,
the conveyance of property, the administration
of sta es or the enforcement of contracts.  None
indeed for the punishment of criminals except
sich as are offered os certain ¢ of
commerce and navigation acts,

The resources of Alaska, especially in fur
mines and lumber, are considerable n extent
and capable of large development, wiile its geo-
graphical situation is one of political and com-
mercial importance. The promptiogs of futerest,
therelore, as well as considerations of honor ansd
good faith, demand the immediate establizhment
of eivil government in that territory

Complamts have lately been general and urgent
that ceriain_corporations, coutrolling in whole or
| i part the facilites for the inter state carriage
| of persons and merchandise over the great rail
| roads of the country, bave resorted, o their deal-
| ings with the people, to divers measures, unjust
| wud oppressive in their character. [u some instan
cethe state forts have attacked and suppressed
| these evils, but in otheds they have been uuable to

afford adequate relief because of the jurisdiction-
! al limitations which are bnposed upon them by
| ihe federal coustitution.  The question, how far
the naticoal government should interfere in the
premises, and what, if any, supervision of control
| It ought 1o exercise, is one which merits your
| caretul consideration,
| recoguize the importance of the

‘ VAST HAILWAY SYSTEMS

Its people

of the country, and thewr great help and benetit

10 the development of our material wealth, we |

| should, on the other hand, renembor that o in-

dividual and  po corporation cught to be vested
| with absolute power over the interest of any other
citizens or class of citizens.  The right of those
radlway corporations to award any profitable re-
turn upon their investnents, and o reasonable
freedom -0 thewr regulation, must be recognized,
but it seemns only Just that so far as its constitu-
tional authority will permit, congress should pro-
tect e people at large in their interstate trafMe
| agminst wets of injustice which the stale govern-
ment are powerless to prevent,

PROTECTION OF FURESTS,

In my last annual message 1 called attention to

! the ne essity of protecting, by suttable legisia
tion, the forests situated on the public dowains in

numerois portions of the west.  The pursuit of

| general agriculture is only made pruacticable by
resort o arrgation. W hue successtul irrigation

would be impossible without the ad afforded by

forests in coutributing to the regularity and cus

tomary supply of water, duric g the past year se

vere suffering and great loss o propeny have

been occasioned by profuse floods, tollowed by

geriods of unusually low water, In many of the

great rivers of the country these brigations were

| in a great measure caused by the reiioval (roa
| about the sources of the stresms in question the
{ timber by which the water supply had been nour-
ished and protected. The preservation of such

portion of the forests on the national domain as

, essentially contribute to the tlow of mportant

| Waler courses, is ui the bighest couseguence. im- |

portant tributari. s of the Missoury, the Columbia
and Saskatchewan rise in the mountains of Mon-
taaa, near the vorthern boundary of the United
States, between the Black Feet and Flat Head In-
dian reservations. This region is unsuitable tor
settlement, but upon the rivers which tlow from it
depend the future agricultural development of a
vast tract of country.  The atter tion of congress
is called to the necessity of withdraw ing from the
public sale this part of the public doimnain and es-
tablishing there a forest preserve.

THE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS

which have been held in the United States during
the present year attracted attention in many for-
eign countries, where the announcemsut ol those
enterprises had been made public through the
foreign agriculturalists of this government.
Iudusirial Exbibit ut Boston and the Southern Ex-
hibitiou at Lowsville, were largely attended by the
exhibitors of foreign countries, notwitbstanding
the absence of any professonal character in those
undertakings. The Ceutenuial Exposition to be
held next year at New Urleans in cominemmora-
tion of the ceutennial of the first shipmenat of
cotton from a port of the United States, bids fair
to mect with like gratifying success. Under the
actof congress of the luth of February, 18, de
claring that exhibition to be of a national and n-
ternational  character, foreign  governments
with which the United States maintain reiations,
have Ueen invited o participate.  The promoters
of this mportaut nudertaking bave aweady re-
ceived assurauces of the lively luterest which
it has excited abroad.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The report of the commissioner of the District
of Columbin is herewith transmitted. 1 ask for it
your careful attention especially for thowe por
tion. which relate to assesstnicnis of taxes for ar
rears, and water supply.

CIVIL SERVICK.

The commissioners were appointed upaer th
act of July 10, 183, entitied “an act to regulat
and improve the civil service of the United
States,” entered promptly upon the disckarge of
these duties. A series of rules framed io accond-
ance with the spirit of the statute, was approved

| and promulgated by the president. In soiue par-

| tieulars, wherein they scemied dofective, thoe |

el

| rules were 1t will be pec-

ntiy

ceived that uu'y' discountenance any political or |

religious tests for admission to the o
public rervice o
| utes relates. The

cer of the

act is limited

in its original application to the classified clerk- |

ship in the several executive departments at
Washiogton, numbe about 5000, and to sim-
! ilar positions in custom districts and post oftices.
~Where as many as fifty persons are employed a
| classification of the positious analogous to that
‘ 5 .
| existing in the Washiugton offices was duly made
| before the law went iuto effect.  Eleven custom
| districts and tweunty three t offices were thus
brought snder the immn e operation of the
statute. The annaal re of civil service
| commission whivh wiil soon be submitted to ¢ on
| gress will doubtless affond the measure of a
more definite judgment than 1 am now
| pared to expose as to the merita ol
{ new  system. [ am persuaded that Ls
effects have thus far proved beoeficial
| Practical methods appear to Le adequate for the
| ends proposed and there has been no serious difl-
! culties in carrying them into effect. Sixce the 16th
of July last, no person, so far as 1 am aware, ba
| been appointed to the public service in the class
' fled postion thereof at any of the deparunents or
| &t any of the post offices and customs districts
above named, except those certified by the com-
| mittee to be competent on the basis of the exam-
| ination held in conformity to rules.
At the time when the nt executive entered
| upon his office, his death, removal, res tion, or
inability to di his duties, would have leit
the government without a constitutional head.
It is possible, of course, that a similar coutin-
gency may again arise unless the wisdom of con-
press .!uil g!r.-\‘ide against its recurrence. The
senate, at the last session, after full considera-
tion, passed an act relating to this subject whick
will now, I trust, commend itself to the approval
of houses of congress. The clause of the
constitution upon which must depend any law
regulating the
PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION,

its also for solution other questions of para-
mount importance « Juestions relate to the
proper int rpretation of the phrase “inability to
discharge the powers and du of said ofica™
Our organic law provides that when the president
shall suffer from such inability, instantly the §res-
idential oMo shall devolve upon the vice -
dent, who must himself undertake the du wl
the office  Circumstances give place to suck ofil-
cor as nmﬁm may by law appoint to act as
president. 1 need not here set fortu numerous and
teresting inguries which are by these
these words  of the constitution. They were
fully stated in my first communication
to congress and have since been subject of fre-
quent deliberations in that body. It is greatly to
be hoped that these momentous questions will
find speedy solution lest emergenc may rise
when longer delay will be impossible to any deter
mination, albeit, the wisest may furnish cause for
anxicty and alarm for the reasons fully stated in
wy last annual message.
i repeat my rr«::imu-ndnuou lh?;uconm
propose an amendment o
vision of the constitution which 3:5
that the formalities for the epactmeut of laws
*w‘.hlfc' in respect to bills for the a| on
of hmb moneys, the executive may be enabled,
w giving " his approval to r
items, to interpose his  acts as to such others
as do not commend themselves to his judg-

While we can't fadl to)

The |

which the stat- |

ment. The f amendment of the

ﬂtu&mm{w uafdl_ndd%:m
mtm'noru ized in the

£ It e g - ¢ this
of. was L) .

amendment to  insure m of the
colo race the full enjoyment of civil

and political rights. Certain statutory
intended to secure the enforcemert of those
rights have been recently declared -
tienal by the supreme court. Any legislation
whereby congress may lawfully supplenent the
guarantees which the constitution aftords for
equ il yment h{ all the citizens of the United

i

States of every right, privilege and immunity of
citizenship ; :lcelvepmy unhesitating approval,
ned,
- CHESTER A ARTHUR.
Washingt €., December 3, 1583

Not Human Beings.

A Chinese placard posted over the
Yunan Provinece, next to Tonquin,
gives this interesting informution:
“The European do not belong to the
human race. They are descended
from monkey and from geese; besides,

they much resemble  monkeys.
Their hearts are like the
heart of the devil; there-

fore they are called Koui-Tse, which
signifies European devils. These
savages believe neither in heaven or
earth, de not honor their fathers or
mothers, do not venerate their ances-
tors; the sancity of family ties are
unknowr among them. They are a
veritable herd of pigs, a pack of dogs,
they are even talking about equality;
they have no notion of social ran{,
and make no distinction between
father and son, kind and subject. You
will ask, perhaps, how it is that such
savages could be skillful enough to
make steamers, railroads and watches.
Kuow, then, that those who come
among us under pretext of preaching
| religion, do tear out the eyes and the
| brains of dying Chinese, and collect
the blood of our children to manufac-
| ture into pills, which they sell to their
| countrymen in order to make them
skillful. Ounly those among them
who have thus eaten of our substance
| become intelligent enough to make
| those discoveries of which they are
| so_vainglorious.”

|
The Penitent Parrot,

| M. D. Conway inSan Francisco Chronicle.

For fear some of your readers may
|not have heard of this remarkable
'bird, I will mention that it once min-
(gled with speech attractive to the
young a profanity shocking to their
| mammas. Without being in the least

annoyed by any one, and while seem-
ingly looking out in a dreamy mood
| over the deep blue sea, this bird would
| suddenly break out with a voliey of
mariners’ patois and oaths enough to
[turn the air purple around it. At
length, when it was heard that some
ladies had declired that they would
never agaiu sail on a ship with such
a bird, it was resolved that the parrot
must be cured of its bad habits. And
it was. Its oaths were invariably fol-
lowed by a ducking. A large bucket
of salt water was emptied on the poor
bird's head, each splash accompanied
| with the remark: ‘‘You've been
iswe-ariug." Polly was thoroughly
cured by this. Once when the t
shipped a heavy sea, which gave the
| reformed parrot a severe ducking, the
| bird, conscious of its own innocence,
| desended from its perch and repaired
| to the place of pnu&lry: there it walk-
‘ed up and down before the deluged
| fowls, saying tothem: *“You've been
swearing ! You've been swearing!”
| p— — —
Stonewall Jackson's Ring.
London Daily News,

Herbert Pope, 29 years of age, a
compositor, of Barnsbury, wascharg-
ed with being concerned with other
men, not in custody, in stealing a dia-
mond ring, value £100, from the per-
son of Sohn Burnett, butler, on the
night of the 25th of August. The

| prosecutor stated that he was walking
near the Grand hotel, Islington,short-
'ly after midnight on the day named,
and was rather the worse for liquor.
| Two men came upto him and took
the ring from hLis finger before he had
time to resist. He mana to catch
| hold of them both, but the prisoner
arrived and rescued them, and they
| all made off. He did not see the pris-
oner again until Wednesday uvight,
when he saw him in the same neigh-
borhood and at once gave him into
custody. He added that the ring was
given to him by Gen. Stonewall Jack-
son, in America, by whom he had
been employed as valet. The prison-
er said he knew nothing of the matter
|adding: “Before God and man I
' swear I am innocent.” Mr. Hannay
| said there was not suflicient evidence
' to detain the prisoner. The prosecu-
tor admitted having taken too much
} drink at the time,ane his memory could
i not be altogether relied upon. He
' discharged the prisoner.

—_— - e ——
Snakes in Nebraska.

| According to science the number of
'snakes killed near Falls City, Neb.,
| during the late overflow of the Nehe-
'ma River is almost beyond belief.
They were driven by the water from
| the bottom lands to the higher grounds
'and especially to the embankments
| thrown up for railways. It is estima-
ted that 2,009 snakes were killed with-
lina mile from town, They were
| chiefly €ll’t€l‘ snakes, but water moe-
casins, blue racers, and rattlesnakes
were also killed. A horse confined in
a pasture in the everflowed district
WK?: when found was discovered to
have several snakes in his mane.
The overflowed district would not
average more than a mile in width,
and it is astonishing where so _many
snakes found hiding-places. Nearly
all the snakes in this country are
confined to the creek and river bet-
toms,

L

John Huntington, of Cleveland,
some years & put §26,000 into the
Standard Oil Company, and hasdrawn
large dividends ever since. The other
day, in New York, he was offered §1,-
000,000 for his interest and hesold it.
He went home with a deed for a$100,-
000 house in one pocketand drafts for
$900,000 in the other.

-

No Boston clergyman ever had such
a funeral as Rev. Warren Handel
Cudworth, who died suddenly in his
pulpit Thanksgiving Day. The streets
of t Boston were thronged for
hours, notwithstanding the ramn, and
the ferry-boats carried over crowds of
people from the city proper.
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