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FOREIGN GOSSIP. v_ 

—A guide book to haunted houses Is 
to be published in London. 

—Statistics show that there are at 
present about 1,000,000 people in Great 
Britain who receive charitable relief. 

—At the wedding of the Marquis 'of 
IKildare with the Lady Hermione Dun-
'combe he presented each of the brides
maids with a specially ordered watch. 
| —It is estimated that fully four-fifths 
•ot the merchants and professional men 
jdoing business in London reside at least 
twenty miles from their places of busi
ness, going to and returning from the 
city on the elevated anil underground 
roads. 

—The Duke of Abeivom has thirteen 
titles, each of which represents a sepa
rate peerage: the Marquis of Bute has 
fifteen; the Dukes of Argyle and Buc-
cleugh have each sixteen; the Duke of 
Hamilton seventeen, and the Duke of 
Athol, wilh twenty-three, stands top of 
.the tree. 

—The Earl Grosvenor, who wa? pas
sionately fond of mechanical engineer
ing, was frequently to 1)0 foimd ln the 
railway workshop at Crewe Station, and' 
still oftener driving "the Wild Irish
man" between London and Hollyhead. 
Tnere is not a driver on the northern 
section of the London & Northwestern 
Railway to whom Lord Grosvenor's face 
was unfamiliar. 

—In a playbill, dated just one hun
dred years ago, of Sadlors Wells Thea
ter, London, the following notice ap
peal's: "A horse patrol will be sent in 
the New road at nignt for the protection 
•of the nobility and gentry visiting this 
theater. Patrols, horse and foot, are 
stationed from Sadlers Wells gate, 
along the Xew road, to Tottenham 
Court Turnpike between the hours of 8 
and 11." 

—The Duke of Richmond and his 
relatives have cost the British tax-pay
ers •<?fi,u0:,,|.K)0 since lt«o0. In the same 
time the Marquis of Waterford and the 
?3eresford family have raked 8(3,541,000 
from John Hull. These arc specimens 
of the workings of what John Bright 
described as the outdoor relief system 
for the benefit of the British aristocracy. 

—The recent decree of the Prefect of 
Police forbiddiacr private individuals to 
collect the contents of Paris dustbins 
has beeu suspended, much te the de
light of the thousands of rag-pickers 
whose mcaps of subsistence it threat
ened. It is said that the 500 merchants 
who employ, the rag-pickers realize sev
eral millions of dollars annually by the 
sale of this refuse. 

—The Norwegian shoe, or skee run
ner, is used in Colorado for long jour
neys over glassy snow,' or when goinf 
up or down a steep mountain. Every 
one has a pair of these ungainly shoes 
—men, women and children. Those 
who have mastered the art of snow-
shoeing can go very rapidly on them. 
There is a Norwegian there who is will
ing to wager that he can travel fifty 
miles across the country in ten hours, 
but that is much faster than the ma
jority of skee runners. 

—A young woman recently addressed 
a letter to Kuslun on the subject of art 
training. Desirous of becoming an ar
tist, and wishing good advice, she 
thought she could do no better than 
apply to so high an authority. The re
ply was characteristic and rather disap
pointing. The great critic, without 
giving her any hint as to the right 
course to pursue, told her "It would*be 
better to write less and cultivate a good 
and beautiful handwriting. No one 
who writes as you do could make a 
good artist." It took five people to de
cipher the hieroglyphics in which Rus-
kinclothedthesefew words. ;The young 
woman framed this curious production 

. and hung it in her studio. 

Female Duelists. 

If women, as a general thing, do not 
•countenance, and have never counte
nanced, modern dueling, and are natur
ally averse to all systems of individual 
combat—for varied and sometimes he
roic reasons—still they have their wo
manly sympathies at play, either upon 
o ie side or the other, in all encounters 
and controversies where they may be 
interested, however trivial or majestic 
the difficulty or its cause. During the 
•existence of judicial dueling in Euro
pean countries ladies of rank were 
always to be found among the respecta
ble spectators, and there have been in
stances of the presence of women upon 
hostile fields since the prohibition of 
judicial due If, particularly in Italy and 
France. There are also records of hos
tile encounters between women—con
spicuous among which was the duel 
with pistols between Lady de Nesle and 
the Countess of Polignae, in 1721, in 
the gardens of Versailles (France). 
The ladies had indulged in a most dis
graceful quarrel two evenings before, 
at a grand fete at the palace, over the 
Due de Richelieu—the wondrous char
acter in the history of France—during 
which Lady de Nesle, losing all control 

• of herself, had sprung like a tigress up
on her rival, and attempted to tear a 

• diamond necklace from the Countess' 
neck. Failing in this, however, she 
snatched the blush roses from their nest 
in the snowy bosom and Hung them in 
the face of her rival. Up to this time, 
says some English writer, the Countess, 
of Polignae had kept down by a power
ful effort, the mighty rage which was 
inwardly consuming her, but this last 
indignity destroyed even outward 

• calmness, and casting aside all further 
reserve, she attacked Lady de Nesle in 
the same way she herself had been as
saulted. In a moment jewels and How

lers and ribbons and laces strewed the 
floor, and there is no telling to what 
extent the extraordinary exhibition 
would have gone had not the enraged 
Amazons been separa'ea by theMarquis 

•de Malbuisson and Mile. Nathalie de 
Condaoet. Out of this grew the duel, 

.the Countess of Polignae being the 
challenging party. The ladies met at 

: six o;clock in the morning, in July, 
1721, and fired one shot at each other 

t without effect. Their seconds (the 
' Marquis de Malbuisson and the Comte 
-<de Penthlevre for Polignae and M. de 

Remusac and Vieomte D'Allagne for 
De Nesle) then rushed in to prevent 
further hostilities; the fair demons, 

: however, would not be appeased, but 
called for a change of pistols, and again 

• blazed away-this second time with 
- satisfactory effect, for the Marchioness 
o tell dangerously wounded by a bu^et ia 

her left side, while the Co.intess wai 
just quietly touched in an ear. 

A duel took place at Paris Jan. 81, 
1772, between Mile, de Guignes and 
Mile. d'Aiguillou (two ladies of quali-

E), who had quarreled about prece> 
incy at a soiree, and retired to a gar

den adjacent to the scene of disturbance 
and fought with knives until both were 
wounded—the former in the arm and 
the latter in the neck. It is recorded ol 
Mile. Moussin, a French prima donna, 
that, after killing three men in duels in 
the woods near i aris, by sword, she fa
tally wounded her fencing-master, Se-
rano, and tied to Brussels, where she 
domiciled with the elector of Bavaria 
for a brief period. Lola Montez wai 
also skillful with both pistol and rapier, 
but it does not appear that she ever en
gaged in anvtfting of a hostile character 
above the dignity of a street light. She 
once challenged a journalist at Grass 
Valley. ( al., to meet her with pistols 
according to prevailing miles governing 
such meetings: and, upon his refusal to 
do so, thrashed him with a cowhid • up
on a public street. In 1845 she was a 
witness in the trial of M. BouvaiSon for 
killing M. Dujaricr, at Paris, and said 
in her testimony: "I was a better shot 
than Dujarier; and. if Bouvallon only 
wanted satisfaction, I would have fought 
him myself." Dujarier was the friend 
of Lola Montez, and in his will, written 
the evening before his death, he be
queathed the (afterward) Countess of 
l.ansfeldt 100.003 francs. On the 21st 
of August, 1777, Mile. Leverrior (a 
young lady of good family,) who had 
been jilted by a navy ollieer named Du-
prez, met this latter in the street, aud 
handed him a pistol and told him te de
fend himself—:;t the same time she drew 
a weapon and shot her false one iu the 
face, while he discharged his pistol in 
the air. An extract from a Georgia 
newspaper published in 1817, says: 

"Last week a point of honor was de
cided between two ladies near the South 
Carolina line, the cause of the quarrel 
being the usual one—love. The object 
of the rival afl'ectionsof these fair cham
pions was present on the field as the 
mutual arbiter in the dreadful combat, 
and he had the grief of beholding one 
of the suitors for his favor fall danger
ously wounded before his eyes. The 
whole business was managed" with all 
the decorum and inflexibility practiced 
on such occasions, and the conqueror 
was immediately married to the inno
cent second, conformably to the pre
vious conditions of the duel." 

A Buffalo (N. Y.) paper of August, 
1853, gives an account of an arrest of 
Catherine Hurley and Jane Hall, "who 
met on the toll-bridge on Ohio street, 
in the presence of a Vast assemblage, to 
fiiilit a duel with Allen's revolvers." 
No other accounts of similar perform
ances have come under the observation 
of the writer. 

A very interesting anecdote, however, 
touching female heroism, may be re
lated of the Countess de St. Belmont: 
When M. de St. Belmont, who defended 
a feeble fortress against the arms of 
Louis XIV., was taken a prisoner, his 
intrepid wife, Mme. la Comtesse de 
St. Belmont, who was of a most heroic 
disposition, still remained upon the es
tates to take care of them. An ofiicer 
of cavalry having taken up his quarters 
there without invitation, Mme. do St. 
Belmont sent him a very civil letter of 
complaint on his ill behavior, which he 
treated with contempt. Piqued at this, 
she resolved that he should give her sat
isfaction, and sent him a challenge 
which she signed "Le Chevalier de St. 
Belmont." The oflicerat once accepted 
the challenge and repaired to the place 
appointed. Mme. de Belmont met him 
dressed in male attire. They immedi
ately drew their swords, and in a short 
time the heroine disarmed him. when she 
said, with a gracious smile: "You 
thought, sir, that you were fighting the 
Chevalier de St. Belmont; but you were 
mistaken—I am Mme. de St. Belmont. 
I return your sword, sir, and politely 
beg yon to pay proper respect to the re
quest of a lady in future." The heroic 
woman then took her departure, leav
ing the vanquished officer covered with 
shame and confusion. 

The most singular combat, says an 
English writer, Dy which arms were 
ever gained, was one which happened 
in the family of Hotot. The family of 
Dudley in Northamptonshire, bears for 
a crest a woman's head, with a helmet; 
her hair disheveled and her throat-latch 
loose. The occasion of this crest was 
singular. In the year 1390, Hotot, 
having a dispute w.th one Ringsdale 
aboutthe title of a piece of land? they 
agreed to meet on the disputed ground 
and decide it by combat. On the day 
appointed Hotot was laid up with the 
gout; rather than he should suffer in 
his honor, or lose his land, his daugh
ter Agnes armed herself cap-a-pie. 
mounted her father's steed, and went to 
meet Ringsdale at the place appointed. 
After a stubborn fight she dismounted 
her adversary, and when he was on the 
ground she loosened her throat-latch, 
lifted up her helmet, and let down her 
hair upon her shoulders. Agnes after
ward married into the Dudley family; 
and in honor of her heroic action her de
scendants have always used the above-
described crest, with the motto: Gacea 
spes salutus.—Alta California. 

Millions Aronnd Them. 

Two ladies stood imlhe silver vault of 
the Sub-Tr asury in Wall street yes
terday, gazing with wide-open eyes at 
the great piles ot.white canvas bags, 
which their escort informed them con
tained SSH.OOU.OO'I in silver coin. "I 
cannot understand," said one of the 
ladies, who had been introduced to 
Assistant Treasurer Aclon as Lady 
Parker, of England, a neice of the late 
Earl of Beaconslield, "why so much 
coin is allowed to lie idle. W hy is it 
not in circulation?" Assistant Cashier 
Scherer explained that silver certifi
cates were circulated in place of th6 
coin. The ladies were conducted 
thrpugh other vaults in which were 
stored £75,000,000 in gold coin and gold 
and silver certificates amounting to 
about §40,030,000. A small package of 
the certificates was handed to Lady 
Parker. She turned the package over 
curiously and remarked to her friend 
"I suppose there is enough here to buy 
a h use and lot." 

"Oh, yes," said Mr. Scherer. 
"How much is thereP" 'both ladiea 

asked in a breath. 
"Just $10,000,000," answqrod Mr. 

Scherer.— N. T. 2'imes. 

Fashion Notes. 

Great clusters of blush roses are now 
Very fashionably worn with full-dress 
toilett, and it was noticed at a brilliant 
gathering at the Metropolitan Opera-
house the other evening that these fra
grant blossoms were almost without ex
ception worn by ladies who appeared 
in toilets with bodices cut decollete. 
Perhaps these roses were adopted an«l 
worn as a scrt of vicarious offering to a 
sentiment which the wearers instinc
tively felt, but were courageous enough 
or careless enough to disregard. 

Short Russian jackets of gay pi aided 
fabrics in velvet, tweed, Tel-el-Kebir 
elo:h, or cheviot, are very prevalent 
among skating costumes for ycinir 
girls. These coats are very jaunty and 
also very comfortable, beino- thickly 
lined and finished in the back with a 
pointed hood faced with a dark satin in 
monochrome. Natural beaver or "Gre
cian" lynx fur, in narrow bands, trims 
the cd<res; and with the jacket is worn 
a Hob Roy cap of the plaid, with a tiny 
fur-trimmed muff and skate-ban1 to 
match. ° 

Ladies who have a liking for hats 
Worn over the forehead will be ch^l to 
learn that the old favorite, the jEn^lish 
walking hat, is likely to be revived"this 
spring. The brim is about the same as 
of old, rolling high and close on each 
Side, but the crowns to most of the new 
shapes are in the sloping Langtry style, 
or else are high and square. 

An experienced buyer of silks saj*s 
that a good test to secure one from b*e-
ing deceived in the quality of black silk 
is to pineli a specimen on the bias and 
of,erward pull it in an opposite direc
tion. If the cfcase made by the pinch 
looks like a similar fold in a p'eee of 
writ ng paper, reject the piece unhesi
tatingly. On the contrary, if the mark 
smooths out f.nd is hardly distinguisha
ble, it is safe to purchase. It is also ad
vised that b.fore making up a silk it is 
an excellent plan to open it the full 
length, and heap it up in lo so folds on 
a spare bed or larg > ^ible. livery feu-
days the silk should l e ligh'ly tossed 
about, and drawn through the hands, 
by which means the "store'' creases 
made by folding the silk flat, and which 
arc the tirst parts to cut, become less 
accentuated,' and a pliability is pro
duced that greatly increases the chances 
of satisfactory wear. 

A rich and beautiful evening dress 
was lately imported, made of white 
6atin sublime and white Ottoman com
bined. The latter material formed the 
body of the dress, and the panels, Span
ish bertha, ami scarf drapery were made 
of the satin, and hand embroidered with 
pink gera.niuln blossoms, crimsonroses, 
and tiny rose leaves, all in their natu
ral hues. Venetian lace ruffles adorned 
the square neck of the bodice, the edge 
of the tunic, and also formed the great
er part of the short sleeves. 

The latest style of plaided fabri:s are 
worn this season by ladies who never 
ventured to adopt them before, for the 
reason that the new patterns, unlike 
most plaids, are very tasteful, and blend 
with plain materials* with good effect, 
having solid grounds simply crossed 
with hair lines of white, gray, blue, or 
ruby. In black, laurel green, wood 
brown, dove, amber, and Venetian red, 
these plaids have a very stylish yet 
quiet effect, particularly when shown 
in rich materials. Very handsome cos
tumes have been composed of them in 
combination with velveteen. One of 
these, called the "Walter Scott." is 
composed of dark marine-blue t-'axony 
cloth, crossed with white lines, the un
derskirt of dark blue velveteen, and the 
tunic of the plaid with waistcoat of blue 
velvet, and jacket of the cloth, turned 
back with rovers of gold. The gilet is 
closed with large buttons in chased sil
ver. 

A pretty evening dress for a youno-

girl is made of pale pink nuns' veiling! 
The skirt is adorned with narrow pink; 
foulard flowers, wrought in a delicate 
floral embroidery in Pompadour pat
terns. Two of these narrow flounces 
go ail the way around the skirt, and 
those on the front breadths reach nearly 
to the belt. The full Wattean tunic, 
enhanced by a similar embroidery, is 
caught up at each side with jrarious col
ored satin ribbons exactly matching 
the shades in the embroidery. PinE 
foulard bretelles, worked to match, de
scend to the turn of the bodice, which 
is deeply pointed and laces up the 
back. 

Feather fans still maintain their hold 
on public favor. The latest styles in 
the V iennese feather fans show mosaic
like designs formed of small, brilliant-
colored feathers against back-grounds 
of full fluffy cream-whits or dark-green 
feathers of marabout. Tinted ostrich-
feather fans of large oval shape con
tinue fashionable for evening dress use, 
and fans of cream-white satin, richly 
embroidered or painted, with gold sticks, 
and finish ul at the top with gold lace, 
are carried at receptions and the opera. 
'J hose are hung from the waist in chat
elaine fashion. 

Heavy armure brocades are used for 
outside jackets.- -N. Y. Post. 

When the Jblatheads Come to Town. 

Regularly every spring some roving 
bands of Flathead Indians, on their way 
north for the annual hunt, visit the dif
ferent towns of the Territory, stopping 
in each place several days io sell robes 
and skins, the product of the previous 
season's shooting. As the buffalo hides 
readily sell for from four dollars to ten 
dollars each, and the market is never 
over-suppJ:ed. each Flathead realizes a 
handsome sum for the sea- on's work. 
But in display only is he ambitious to be 
considered wealthy.' Immediately up
on supplying himself with ammunition, 
the buck enters a dry goods store to 
spend the remainder of his money for 
red-striped calico and yellow-barred 
blankets for himself and squaw. 

"They never boggle over prices," 
said the proprietor of a Main street 
store, "but count their money, and if 
they have enough to buy the articles 
wanted, make the purchase there and 
then. If you treat the indianfairly and 
don't cheat him, you'li enjoy his whole 
tribe's custom whenever tliev come to 
town." 

1 he squaws are not to be trifled with. 
They dp not hesitate to defend them
selves when calTed upon, without ask
ing for the assis ance of the bucks; but 
even here, where they are so well 
known, very few persons ever imagined 
that a stjuaw dared assume the aggres-
live toward her liege lord, until a re

cent occurrence proved that such a 
thing was possible.UAs a small band of 
Flatneads was riding up the principal 
Street, one of the squaws became in
censed at some remark her buck made, 
and urging her cajuse alongside of his, 
she beat him unmercifully across the 
head and face with the butt end of her 
whip. He tried to catch her arm, but, 
failing, sprang to the ground and re-
treated down the street at a rapid walk. 
He was next seen an hour afterward. 
The light of proud manhood had van
ished from his eye and his face was so 
bruised and swollen that one could 
scarcely reeognizc him. 

About a dozen Chinamen were com
ing down the street in a body yester
day, when a small parly of these In
dians was in town, and as they wcr<j 
passing by an auction store in front of 
which two bucks were standing one of 
the bucks grabbed a Chinaman by the 
queue, and, drawing his scalping kn:fe, 
circled it around the Celestial's head in 
a threatening manner, uttering the 
characteristic "Ugh!" His expression 
was so ferocious that John Chinaman, 
thinking his last hour had come, gave 
vent to several car-splitting shrieks, and 
would have fainted had not some white 
men standing near compelled the In
dian to release him at that stage. The 
other Chinamen had deserted him at the 
first alarm, and quickly pattered up the 
street to Chinatown. Presently word 
was passed to the bucks to fly for their 
lives, a piece of advice they promptly 
followed by mounting their cayuscs and 
heading for camp when they beheld 
several hundred Chinese coming down 
the street. Judging by their fierce 
countenances and violent language no 
doubt the aggrieved Chinaman's iriends 
meant to have terrible vengeance, yet 
there are persons iu town who insist 
that the laundrvmen were agreeably 
disappointed tj find the bucks tlown. 

Hop i.ee is a laundrymanin Junction 
City. A tribe of Indians was encamped 
across the river, and, as usual, visited 
the town. Hop became enamored of a 
female of the party, and offered to share 
his rice and laundry back room with 
her, a proposal she at once accepted. 
Hop sent ?o to a St. Paul lirm to get a 
wedding present for the bride, and re
ceived in return an elegant silk dress, 
with a train about five feet long. Ar
rayed in her new garments, Mrs. Hop 
crossed the river to exhibit herself to 
her people. After the first murmur of 
astonishment at her appearance the 
warriors held a brief consultation, and 
agreed to alter the dress so as to con
form strictly with their idea of the prop
er thinic for a squaw to wear. They set 
to work with their knives and carefully 
cut away that portion of the dress be
low her knees, distributing the waste 
among themselves. When the squaw 
returned to her husband he turned* her 
out of the house, and she returned to 
her people to receive the sympathy duo 
a heart-broken bride.—Helena, Cor. N. 
Y. Sun. 

< -o • 
The Sinking of the Earth's Crust. 

The extreme sensitiveness of the 
earth's crust to any changes in the dis
tribution of weight upon its surface is, 
however, best exemplified by those lo
cal depositions and removals of matter 
which have attracted more general at
tention at the present day. The chief 
of these is the transfer of matter by 
river action to large tracts, and its ac
cumulation in such limited areas as 
plains, estuaries and deltas. Borings of 
400 to 500 feet have shown that these 
often consist of long successions of silts, 
which alternating layers of shells and 
of vegetable matter prove to have been 
deposited at or near the sea-level, and 
the Wealden and eocene formations in 
the British area show that such accu
mulations may exceed 1,000 feet in 
thickness. In the case of deltas, sub
sidence must keep pace almost foot by 
foot with the accumulation, and be con
fined to the area over which the sedi
ment is being deposited, for any more 
rapid subsidence would cheek its growth 
and convert it into an estuary. This 
sinking is apparently of universal oc
currence. A similar instance of the 
transfer of weight from larger areas 
and its precipitation on a very circum
scribed area is seen in coral stolls and 
reefs. The explanat'on.of their forma
tion given by Darwin requires a gradu
al subsidence keeping pace with thoir 
growth, which takes place within 
twenty fathoms of the surface 
only. This theory, simple and 
admirable as it is, aceoun'ting satisfac
torily for all the observed phenom
ena of coral growth, has been contested 
by M. Murray, who has shown that 
atolls might be merely incrustations of 
volcanic peaks. But his theory seems 
improbable by contrast, for it demands 
2yo volcanic peaks at the sea-lcvel in 
the Pacific coral area alone, every foot 
of which has been completely conceal
ed by coral growth, though few vol
canic craters are known so near the sea-
level outside this area. We seem thus 
to have in coral growths another evi
dence of subsistence keeping pace with 
the increase of weight, sometimes, as 
soundings prove, to a d?pth of 1,000 
feet or more. The replacement of a 
column of sea water 100 fathoms in 
depth, by a column of limestone, would 
increase the pressure per fathom from 
6l'J.j tons to 1,487 tons, so that it is easy 
to realize how vast must be the in
creased pressure on such an area as 
that occupied by the great reef of Aus
tralia, 1,250 miles l9ng and 10 to 90 
miles broad. The sands, gravels, and 
clays, with marine shells and erratic 
boulders, prove that a great submerg
ence took place during the glacial pe
riod, while Europe was under an ice 
6,000 feet thick in Norway and dimin
ishing to 3,500 in Central- Germany. 
The extent of the submergence has 
been perhaps understated at GOO feet 
in Scandinavia, and was at least 1,350 
feet in Wales. A corresponding re-
elevation accompanied the disappear
ance of the ice. It has often been sup
posed that the sinking of the west coast 
of Greenland is similarly due to its iww 
cap.—Nature. 

—The Merchant Traveller says aright 
good thing thus: "The man wiiose bus
iness so occupies his mind that he can't 
be civil to people he meets, should eith
er have more mind or less business, 
and mosj folks don't care which it is." 

—Nearly $1,300 was found recently 
in the lining of a little old sachel which 
had been lying around a Tucson (Ari-
zona) man's house for some time.— 
| Denver Tril une. 

SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. 

—-An inventor of Sandy Creek, N. 
has been offered $1,000 for a half in
terest' in his patent hair-pin. N. i. 

^t_A harness-maker of Teiupleton.j 
Mass., who is ninety-three years old,: 

mr.de fen harnesses last year, doing tbo 
stitching by hand.—Loston Post. 

—A stlk'farm has been established in 
Powhattan County, Va., by a number, 
of French families. Another one will, 
soon be established in North Carolina. 
—Philadelphia Press. 

Ventilated bed clothcs is one of the 
latest inventions of English genius. 
They are perforated aud allow the va
por from the body to escape.—A'. Y. 

— Brass pins were made by hand 
manv centuries ago. A [Massachusetts 
mau"invenlcd those with a solid head, 
but their first manufacture was in Eng
land, in 183:3.—Boston Herald. 

—The term "telephrage" has been 
applied hy Prof. Fleeming Jcnkin to 
• the trans'mi.-s.on of vehicles by elec
tricity to a distance independent of any 
control exercised from the vehicle." 
An experimental telephrage line has 
been constructed in England. 

—Scientists now boldly declare that 
this earth was peopled fifty million 
years before Adam was born. We are 
not prepared to dispute this assertion 
in the least. We have always wondered 
how mankind could learn so much dev
iltry in only six thousand years.—Low
ell Citizen. 

—People out West who desire to raise 
silkworms need not wait to set out mul
berry trees. The leaves of the Osago 
orange arc found to be just as good for 
silkworm food as those of the mul
berry, and there are many miles of 
Osage hedge ready for use distributed 
over the west.—A'. Y. Examiner. 

—The manufacture of lvpe from as
bestos is likely to become an industry 
of considerable importam e in England, 
the strength of the article bein^ esti
mated at about one-fourth that of ordi
nary hemp rope of the same diameter. 
Roue of th's material of one and a 
half inches in diameter is stated to have 
a breaking strain of one ton, and twenty 
feet of it are calculated to represent 
a weight of thirteen and one».ourth 
pounds. 

—M. Ramon de Luna brought before 
the French Academy of Science a 
month ago a treatise on "Choleia from 
the standpoint of Chemistry." His 
view after long attention lo physiologi
cal studies, is that this dread disease is 
exclusively propagated through the res
piratory orga,ns, and his chemical in
quiries convince him that the only safe 
treatment is to cause the patient to in
hale with prudence hyperzotlc vapor 
mixed with air. 

Mr. Shields, by laying pipes perforat
ed at intervals of some hundred yards 
out of F< lkstone harbor, and forcing 
oil through them, successfully carried 
out, the other day, his invention for 
calming stormy water and making easy 
the entrance for vessels in distress. As 
ihe oil for the purpose can be procured 
for six pence a gallon, and as fifteen or 
twenty gallons completely calmed the 
entrance to Folkstone in a very stiff 
breeze, it is manifest how easy of appli
ance and cheap the plan is. 

—A Geneva d n ist has invented a 
new and ingenious procc s of tooth-
drawing. A square of India rubber, 
pierced with a central hole, is pushed 
over the tooth till the upper part of 
the root is reached. The India rubber 
gradually contracts, pulls on the root, 
and the offending tooth is finally enuc
leated, without causing the patient any 
pain whatever. Four or five days are 
required to complete the operation. 
Very little bleeding and a slight swel
ling of the gum are the only inconve
nience experienced. 

•<-»> 
riTH AND POINT. 

My Neighbor and I. 

I am mad at the man oa the e0ji 
west corner of the block, and he ig 
at me, and its all on account of Eo. 
ing at all. We bought a mantel». 
grate just alike and costing tlio SJ 
price. We bad tiling just of the 
pattern, laid down by the same 
For five years we were like broth,. 
If I had a sick horse I consulted ],;• 
We went over to his house to p]av nl 

sledge, and family came over to T 
house to play croquet. I'd have turjl 
out of bed at midnight the d;lr]lj 
niuht you ever saw and walked t-,vj 
miles ttirough mud thirty feet 

| bring a doctor in the case of sick'n 1 
! and I'm < erta n he'd have done fulivT 
j much for me. 

In an unfortunate hour my brniy 
• in-law from Chicago paid me a vt, 
i lie said the mantel was very hand?,' 
! and the grate a pcrfect beauty, aj 
| added: 
i "But you want a brass fender." 
! "No!" 
i "C'ert iinly you do. It will be anII 

mense improvement." 
A day or two a'tor ho returned r.r.j 

he sent me a brass fend r from t 'liical 
He not only sent it as a present, 
paid the express charges. .Sotrn: 
told the man on the southwest cor| 
that I had a brass fender. 

"It can't be." 
"But he lias." 
"I'll never believe it." 
"Hut I've seen it.'' 
"Then he is a scoundrel of the dJ 

est dye. Some folks would moii;J 
their souls for the sake showing of 
little." 

When this remark was brought| 
me I turned red, clear back to " 
lar button. I called the southwest .j 
lier man a liar and a horsethief. J.J 
that his grandfather was hanged f 
murder and that his oklest brotheri 
in State Prison. I advised liini to) 
out and go to the Cannibal isla-nds, J 
offered to buy his house and turn it| 
to a soap-factory. 

The usual result followed. He ] 
my cat and I shot his dog. He cl 
plained of rny all wand I madehiml 
down a now sidewalk. He called [ 
horse an old plug and I lied aboiaj 
cow and spoilt a sale. He gntf 
clnuch pew away by paying a hi; 
price, and I destroyed his credit ail 
grocery. He is now maneuverin/ 
have the city compel me to move | 
barn back nine feet, and 1 have all 
arrangements made to buy the hi 
next to him and rent it to an unj 
taker as a coffin wareroom.—M 
in Drake's Traveler. 

—Question: How many dogs can a 
man keep who can not afford to take a 
paper!1 

—There can be no.good in a man who 
emits bad language when he opens his 
mouth.—Chicago Times. 

—The tendency to sleep too soundly 
can be overcome by Having hot soda 
biscuits for supper. 

—It is not every woman who can 
travel all over the country on a dollar; 
but the woman whose picture is on that 
coin manages to do it. 

—De laugh what doan' come nachul 
grates mighty harsh on de human vear. 
De dry, hoarse lauji o' de owl makes a 
chicken feel mighty oneasy.— Arkansaw 
Traveler. 

—Alter a man has been movin"- hea
ven and earth to get a job, and "linullv 
succeeds, it is so soothing to his feel
ings to learn by ihe papers that he lias 
"accepted a position."—Detroit Post. 

—An editor says if as many people 
know how to pay their subscriptions as 
well as they think they know how to 
run a newspaper, editors would have an 
easier time of it. 

—A learned dentist speaks of "enu
cleating a tooth." Sounds line, does n't 
it? but) the operation hurts as bad as 
though ho had said "yanked out." 
—Boston 'Tramcript. 

—It is claimed that the comin"- tea 
crop is short by one-fourth, but5 you 
can't seare this country bv such a story 
Any shortage down to one-half can eas
ily be made up with marsh hay. De
troit Free Pre*s. 

—"If you would freeze," said Geor™ 
snuggling up a little closer, "you would 
mako delicious ice-cream." "If y0n 
were to freeze," responded Amelia with 
severity, after cat-hing a whiff of his 
breath, "you would ma^e a good rum 
punch."—A'. Y. Times. 

—Edmund C. Stedman, the banker 
poet, who has begun for the sec md tim«i 
to make his fortune, was offered several 
positions in journalism soon after his 
recent failure. He declined them, how-
ever, ko he had a family to support and 
coulda t a fiord the luxurv . v 
Graphic. ' 

—Man's life.— 
If a man could live a thousand 

When last his life Inul , a4ed J ^ 
Ho rai^ht, by strict economy 

A fortune have amassed. ' 

Th,e^bnvInf Pained souie common 8<in«s 
And knowjedsrp, too. of life Bon»9, 

He could'setber the woman who 
Would mako him u true wife. 

But as it is, man hasn't time 
lo even pay his debts, 

And weds to be acquainted with 
Tne woman whom he gets. 

—£/. 0. Dodgn, in Detroit Free Pvesa. 

Can Women Drive? 

"Can women drive?" repeatedl 
proprietor of a livery stablo the J 
dav. "That depends on what youl 
driving. Some of them can maf 
horse 'get up and get' for all 
worth, but few knowhowto handle! 
Once in a while you'll meet vi| 
farmer's daughter who used to ii| 
horse a la Mary Anderson in here 
life, and ,'tluis became intimately! 
quainted with equine accomplishinf 
in all its phases of riding and dria 
but in the city you'll find the w' 
who know bow to handle a trott i 
numerous than the dainty darlinrs 
are given to driving lovers tandd 
though it takes an artful one to woj 
tandem. Seriously speaking, I i 
believe women generally are fittfl 
nature for thntkind of employment 
cool head aud a steady hand are] 
requisite to a good driver, audi 
men, you know, are nervous andtf 
excited. You may say the profe-;| 
jockeys are elVem nate and nervoul 
if tney are so naturally they leal 
subdue their emotion and draw a si 
rein before they attain any reputatl 

Another horseman differed will 
colleague. 

" Certainly they can drive," sail 
"Some of tiie best drivers I ever I 
were women. There's Miss Eva I 
ton, editress of the HurricunM 
Charleston. S. C., the little girl inT 
who Hashed like a meteor throug] 
Koi'o:'.#rn States some years ago,! 
ing our heads and emptying our ptl 
and Louise Armaindo, the bicyclistl 
Bianea Chapman, the prima dl 
Fanny Davenport and Rankin's [ 
aud a host of other v;i 
whove names are not before| 
public, some of whom are reside] 
Detroit. Hut of all the women Jrl 
Lotta is the best. When she gets• 
buggy she always acts as if she f 
going to a frolic, and the horse gl 
frietiuly with her that he at oiie 'f 
oil at his fastest gait just to p!e;t.:i 
All he needs in the way of indu fl 
is one of her rippling laughs that | 
away down about her toes, and gl 
upward, and pops and effervesces! 
a bottle of champagne, and dies! 
lovingly like a lover's sweet good! 
when he hasn't forgotten the us^f 
of confections. 

"I say, though, about drivij 
know a lady living on Lafayette! 
nue who can hold her own wi:f 
man. She knows how to gro( 
horse, knows all about vehicle;! 
has every appointment perfect j 
she will make a start. It is !"') 
sense to talk about women's nervoul 
Some of them are not a whit morl 
vous than men, and between vol 
me, I think much of the feminml 
vousness is affected - it is l:ecoj 
you see, and makes a fellow fccl| 
he, a strong, calm sovereign 
country and masher of his eol 
women, was relied on for protH 
and a lot else by the delicate, s'H 
loving creature by his side. HosIh 
girl in a buggy by herself, and I 
had as much experience at drivl 
he has she'll drive every bit f 
Detroit I imes. I 

—A party ofpra 'tical jokers, ij 
dence, R. I.,' amused themselves! 
ly in a manner that was anythl 
commendable. Taking adv;uitl 
the extensive use of the telepl"l 
that city, they informed about r 
the fr'ends of Mr. Felix FagaM 
was dead and invited them tol 
the house; an undertaker was :ll 
dered to attend to the body 
funeral services. That eveniol 
200 people called at the F:ir:lf 
dence to express their grief an'l 
pa thy with the alleged widow, '•'1 
tears of sorrow were soon turl 
tears of gladness when tbcjJ 
both husband wife alive and 
the bosom of their family.— 
Journal 1 
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